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India revamps defence...
prevail along the IB and border residents and farmers are able to do their normal

work uninterrupted and without fearing about flying mortar shells and indiscriminate
gunfire undertaken by the other side regularly (before February 20, 2021), officials
said.

Work is also being undertaken to level the 'kuttcha' or mud tracks that are used by
BSF troop carrier vehicles to reach border posts in Jammu region. At many places, the
levelling work on these approach routes has been completed, officials said.

A similar work has been undertaken by the BSF along the Line of Control (LoC) in
Kashmir region where it is converting the bunkers for its troops at 115 forward defence
locations (FDLs) from the present CGI (corrugated galvanised iron) to solar powered
compartments made of steel.

The 772 kilometre-long LoC is guarded by the Army and the BSF is deployed in
about 435 kms of this front under its operational command.

Terrorist OGW arrested...

He said the operation was launched in the general area of Salwa and Behra in
Mendhar sector and Khan, who was coming from a forest area, was asked to stop.

The OGW tried to run away but he was apprehended by the security forces, the offi-
cial said, adding his search led to the recovery of a pistol and eight rounds.

A case under the Arms Act, Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act and Indian Penal
Code was registered against him at police station Mendhar and further investigation is
on, he said.

COVID cases rising...
Baat'. I have received letters from many countrymen, in which they have expressed

great inquisitiveness about the 100th episode. I would like it if you send me your sug-
gestions for what we should talk about in the 100th episode and how to make it spe-
cial." 

PM also talked about a Karnataka couple who are making products from betelnut
fiber. He said, "Friends, a couple from Karnataka is sending many unique products
made from betelnut fiber to the international market. This is a couple from Shivamogga
in Karnataka - Shriman Suresh and his wife Shrimati Maithili. These people are mak-
ing many decorative things ranging from trays, plates and handbags from betel nut
fiber. Chappals made of this fiber are also being liked a lot today. Today their products
are being sold in London and other markets of Europe."

The Beats of...
& Public Relations, J&K to promote the local music and local artists of J&K by pro-

viding them a platform to exhibit their talent. 
The show features singing performances of artists in Kashmiri, Dogri, Gojri, Pahari,

Bhaderwahi and other regional languages.
The object of the Show is to portray the cultural vibrancy and diversity of J&K where

people belonging to different regions, faiths and ethno-linguistic groups have come
together to present the composite culture and unique identity of Jammu and Kashmir.

Mahamana, Atal Ji...
nation, he added. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given concrete shape to

Mahamana and Atalji's resolve for a progressive India. Today, inclusive development
and consistent systemic reforms brought massive changes in all sections and sectors,
making a positive impact in the lives of many, the Lt Governor observed.

"Prime Minister has ensured Good Governance translates into inclusive growth for all
and socio-economic development raises people's living standard. Disparities across the
sectors have been removed and the government is successfully fulfilling people's aspira-
tions," said the Lt Governor.

The fourth Industrial revolution, transformation in agriculture and National
Education Policy has opened new vistas of endless possibilities in livelihood generation
and economic and individual growth. Today, India has become the fastest-growing econ-

omy and confident to achieve bigger goals, he added.
Jammu Kashmir is also on the move with the commitment to establish peace and

bring prosperity in lives of all. We are developing Aspirational Town and Aspirational
Panchayat to ensure benefits of progress and development in the country reach every
household in the UT, the Lt Governor further added.

Shedding light on the life of Mahamana, the Lt Governor said the establishment of
Banaras Hindu University was the biggest effort of Mahamana in the direction of real-
izing the dream of an economically strong, culturally & educationally prosperous India.

Mahamana was a staunch supporter of equality in society. He worked tirelessly to
restore human dignity and empower the women. His ideologies and life deeds are con-
tinuously providing a new path to every generation to work selflessly for the wider inter-
est of the country, added the Lt Governor.

The Lt Governor also shared his experience of working with the former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

For Atal ji, development meant empowerment of the poor, tribals, youth and women.
He firmly believed in socio-economic justice, equality, transparency in the governance
to establish a progressive society. He always believed that fruits of development must
reach poorest of the poor, the Lt Governor observed.

The Lt Governor urged the people, especially the youth to work with a sense of collec-
tive responsibility for the upliftment of the underprivileged and safeguard the econom-
ic, social and educational rights of all sections of the society as a befitting tribute to
Mahamana Pt. Madan Mohan Malaviya ji and Atal Bihari Vajpayee ji.

Prominent citizens from all walks of life and students in large number were present
on the occasion.

Vajpayee’s patriotism, dedication...
potential and instilled a sense of national pride in the public. Today, on his birth

anniversary, I pay my respects to Atal ji," he said.

Won’t allow Abdullah’s...
terrorism capital. Millions of tourists came to Kashmir this year. The Vikas (develop-

ment) is underway in all spheres in J&K", Chugh continued.
He added that Abdullah, Mufti and Gandhi families had established a tradition here

to come in power through proxy votes, resulting which the common people had lost con-
fidence on democracy, but with the abrogation of Article 370 the proxy culture of tra-
ditional parties came to an end and thus BJP paved way to peace, prosperity and devel-
opment in J&K.

On elections, the BJP leader said that Election Commission of India has already
started preparations which are underway and we hope assembly polls will be conduct-
ed soon.

"People of J&K seek peace, development and employment but Abdulla's, Mufti's and
Gandhi's are leaving no stone unturned to bring J&K back to 90's which however won't
be allowed.

On the birth anniversary of former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Chug said the deceased
leader was torch bearer of peace who brought J&K to fore in terms of peace and devel-
opment. "At this occasion BJP will organize camps at 55 places to digitize the data of
our cadres. We are committed to take Late Vajpayee's mission forward with full zeal and
zest", he said. 

To a query about Kashmiri Pandits, the BJP National General Secretary replied "We
are committed to protect the lives of every citizen. Those killed KPs in past were taken
to task sternly and also will not be spared in future as well".

Mata Vaishno Devi...
track, particularly the Bhawan area, and all-time surveillance through CCTV dedi-

cated network of over 500 cameras," a shrine board official said.
He said enforcement teams of the board are being deployed for four days at the

Bhawan from December 30 to January 2 to keep an eye on the number of pilgrims to
avoid crowding.

The dedicated teams will also ensure that the pilgrims, except those having valid
accommodation slips, return to the base camp Katra immediately after having
'Darshan' at the shrine.

The official said the shrine board has also identified four holding areas one each at
Katra, Ardhkuwari, Sanjichha and Manokamana area to accommodate the pilgrims if
their number increases beyond the daily limit of 50,000.

Earlier, Chief Executive Officer, SMVDSB Anshul Garg said the RFID-based yatra
registration cards have been started with the focus to enhance not only the security but
also ensure real time tracking of pilgrims on the track enroute Bhawan for better reg-
ulation of the pilgrims in accordance with the holding capacity of the trek and the shrine
area (Bhawan).

He emphasized the security agencies not to allow any pilgrims without a valid RFID
card for which additional handheld scanners may be put to use with sufficient staff to
plug any shortfall.

On the concern about COVID-19, the official said all the stakeholders have been
advised to wear masks while dealing with the yatris.

The shrine board has made wearing of face masks mandatory for every pilgrim
attending the 'Atka Arti' and in the 'darshan queue', the official said.

On Friday, Chief Secretary Arun Kumar Mehta at a meeting had said there is no need
to panic in view of rising COVID-19 cases in neighbouring countries as no surge have

been reported so far in the Union Territory.
However, Mehta enjoined upon the health experts to take preemptive measures so that

the administration is fully prepared to meet any contingency.
He asked them to activate all the Covid testing facilities so that any person desiring

to test finds the facility nearby.
He impressed upon them to create ample awareness among the public so that no

unnecessary scare is created among them.
According to officials, there is currently no bed occupancy related to Covid in the

health facilities in the Union Territory.

Huge desperation on...
smuggle war-like stores," he said.
Security forces keep getting such reports on a regular basis and whether it was an

attempt by terrorists or smugglers to get war-like stores cannot be said, the Army offi-
cer said, referring to the recovery of the weapons.

"We are still following up the leads and certain details cannot be shared, but a move-
ment close to the launchpads was picked up. Probably, they (terrorists) panicked and
left the war-like stores behind and withdrew to that side," he said.

Maj Gen Chandpuria said there have been attempts on the border not only of infiltra-
tion but also of smuggling war-like stores and drugs in the past as well.

"There are some areas like this one where we have houses ahead of the LoC fence,
closer to the LoC, and because of the movement of the people right to the LoC, such
attempts are reported from time to time," he said.

He said based on the intelligence inputs received from multiple intelligence agencies
over a period of two weeks about infiltration attempts and dumping of war-like stores
by terrorists in the Hathlanga area of Rampur Sector, multiple ambushes and search
operations were conducted since fortnight along the LoC.

On Friday, a search operation was launched in the general area of Hathlanga Nala
which lasted for eight hours and concluded with the recovery of arms, ammunition and
other war-like stores, the Army officer added.

He said the recoveries include eight AK-74 rifles, 24 AK-74 rifle magazines, 560
7.62mm AK-74 live ammunition, 12 .30mm Chinese pistol, 24 Chinese pistol maga-
zines, 244 .30mm pistol live ammunition, nine Chinese hand grenades, five Pakistani-
origin hand grenades, 81 balloons with "I Love Pakistan" marking on them, and five
synthetic gunny nags with Pakistani marking.

In this sector, this year, in about 6-8 operations along the LoC or close to the LoC, 14
AK rifles, 20 pistols, one M16 rifle, 76 hand grenades, 1226 AK rounds, 484 9mm
rounds, 15 kg of drugs and 10 more suspicious narcotics packets have been recovered,
the Army officer said.

DAP is an...
flourish.  "If we are in power after elections, I assure you Jammu Kashmir will flour-

ish, a new dawn of peace and development will be set in with every citizen part of it," he
said. 

He expressed his displeasure over the security concerns of Kashmiri Pandits and said
the government must ensure their safety and security. 

"Our Pandit brethren have been protesting for several months after facing attacks in
Kashmir. All they demand is safety and security and the government should consider
their demands," he urged the government. 

Azad said when he was the chief minister of erstwhile state, he ensured that everyone
living in Jammu Kashmir is safe but now the concerns over security are growing.  "We
will ensure this situation doesn't prevail and Kashmir is back to normalcy with every
citizen feeling safe if we are forming the government," he said. 

"Stating that no political and economic roadmap was created by the successive
regimes in Jammu and Kashmir, he said DAP is offering an alternative political force
that will set economy and development as its priority. 

"They had no roadmap. They are doing politics on pity issues. DAP is the alternative
force that will defeat these parties with overwhelming majority since people have real-
ized the need for change in Jammu Kashmir," he said. 

Among others present on the occasion were G. M. Saroori Vice Chairman DAP, Mohd
Amin Bhat Provincial President, Gulzar Ahmed Wani Zonal President South Kashmir,
Peer Bilal Zonal President Central Kashmir, Mushtaq Ahmed Khanday District
President Shopian, Gulzar Khatana, Ab. Gani Khan, Sujada Bashir Spokesperson, Mir
Ruvais, Amir Rasool and Kaiser Jin.

Cold conditions intensify...
degrees Celsius Thursday night, the officials said.
The city experienced its coldest night so far this season, they added.
The officials said Pahalgam, which serves as one of the base camps for the annual

Amarnath Yatra, recorded a low of minus 7 degrees Celsius, down from minus 6.4
degrees Celsius. The minimum temperature at the resort was the lowest so far this sea-
son.

The famous ski-resort of Gulmarg in north Kashmir's Baramulla district recorded a
low of minus 5.6 degrees Celsius. 

The minimum temperature in frontier Kupwara district settled at the season's lowest
of minus 6 degrees Celsius, while Qazigund, the gateway town to the valley, also record-
ed the season's lowest of minus of 5 degrees Celsius, the officials said. Kokernag record-
ed a low of minus 2.2 degrees Celsius. 

!! Continuations from Page 1 !!
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JAMMU: Career Abacus, a
leading Abacus Teaching
Institute, on Sunday organized
online Speedy Math
Competition to promote excel-
lence in mental calculation and
math learning.

Director of the Institute,
Arvind Sharma informed par-
ents that participating in the
competitions increases the
interest and confidence of chil-
dren. 

Number of students from
UKG to 8th from different
Centers of Career Abacus par-
ticipated in the competition. 

Arvind Sharma, thanked the
parents for their continuous
support and assured them that
such competitions will be con-
ducted in future also as these
help in removing the math pho-
bia and make math a fun activ-
ity. 

The event was supported by
all the franchisee, Centre
heads, trainers and staff mem-
bers.   Students who participat-
ed in the competition include
Akshay, Sana Parveen, Shriya,
Hanshini, Parikshit, Harshita,
Supriya, Chaitanya, Harshit,

Aayush, Tejas, Advika, Nitya
Gupta, Hariansh, Gurpreet,
UV, Keerat Thappa, Sachchit
Dabotra, Aadvik Verma,
Bhavya, Aaravverrma, Tarun
Singh, Harpreet, Samriddhi,
Suhasini, Aahaeli Gupta,
Archit Abrol, Saisha Malhotra,
Pearl Suri, Hazel Suri,
Gantavya Sharma, Navisha,
Poorvi, Sukhpreet Singh,
Aakashdeep, Harsh Bangotra,
Goonj Vaid, Manya Magotra,
Ananya, Taapsee Gupta, Avni
Sharma, Anhad Mahajan,
Akaalpreet, Harshdhir, Atharv,
Mansha, Utkarsh Gupta,
Kartavya Mahajan, Sarangi,
Ridhvan Sharma, Aaradhya
Jamwal, Nihaas Mahajan,
Anhad Sharma, Snigdha
Gupta, Sukhdeep Singh,
Haridhi Khajuria, Ekjot
Singh, Medansh, Aditri,
Samreen, Abhiyaam, Krishiv,
Kairav, Saanvi,  Adiva, Aarohi,
Aakrisht, Gurshesh Kour,
Manvik, Krishanka Mahajan,
Kavya Gupta, Arpit Aggarwal,
Aarav Gupta, Hasnain Aalam,
Yathaarth Salathia, Kavish
Mahajan, Suhiela Sharma,
Aakriti and  Saksham
Choudhary.

Career Abacus organises
Speedy Math CompetitionSTATE TIMES NEWS  

KISHTWAR: The two day
District level Taekwondo
Championship concluded on
Sunday here at Al Hilal
Educational Institute.

The Championship was held
under the emblem of "My
Youth My Pride" and was
Supervised by Danish
Manzoor (International
Taekwondo Athlete/ Fit India
Ambassador), who was
appointed as Observer by J&K
Taekwondo Association.

The championship was
organised by District Kishtwar
Taekwondo Association under
the aegis of J&K Taekwondo
Association (JKTA). The com-
petition comprised all age divi-
sions with inclusion of the
youngest age division (Pee
Wee).

The final day witnessed a
massive combative skill show
between the Senior and Junior
Athletes in both male and
female categories, wherein over
100 players participated in dif-
ferent weight categories out of
them 30 Orphan athletes were
sponsored by J&K Taekwondo
Association.

The Championship was

closed with the demonstration
of Taekwondo fights by young
Boys and Girls of different
Clubs. The Chief Guest of the
closing ceremony was Deputy
Commissioner, Dr. Devansh
Yadav accompanied by Javid
Iqbal Kripak (Chairman, Al-
Hilal EI/ Bait-ul- Hilal
Children's Home Kishtwar) as
Guest of honour. He was
received by Arslan Ahmad
(Secretary, District Kishtwar
Taekwondo Association).

Speaking on the occasion, he
congratulated all medalists and
participants for taking part in
the said championship and also
ensured full support to the
District Taekwondo
Association for uplifting the

Taekwondo sport in the
District. He along with the
other dignitaries distributed
medals among all medalists
and mementos of honour were
also given to Coaches/
Referees.

Special Guests on the occa-
sion were Shahnawaz Mir
(Vice President DKTA),
Arjumand Nazir (Branch
Head J&K Bank), Shafia
Kousar (Govt. Teacher), Gh
Mohammad Malik Gen. Sec.
J&K Yateem foundation and
Asger Hussain Ishrat, senior
member of J&K YF Kishtwar.

All the Gold Medalists will
represent District Kishtwar in
the forthcoming J&K UT
Championship.

Closing ceremony of Taekwondo Championships held
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SAMBA: Study Circle
Kathua won the opening
match of the 4th Annual T-
20 Cricket Tournament
played at Rai Sports
Stadium in Ghagwal, here
on Sunday. 

Batting first after winning
the toss, Study Circle
Kathua made 126 runs in
20 overs.  While chasing the
target, the Jatwal Cricket
team was manage to score
only 92 runs in 18.2 overs
for the loss of 10 wickets,
this lost the match by 34
runs. 

DDC Ghagwal, Suresh
Kumar Falli and senior BJP
leader Rashpal Verma were

the Chief Guests, who inau-
gurated the tournament
being organized by Chhanni
Cricket Club. 

the match was officiated
by Yuvraj (Yuvi) and Rakesh
Sharma as Umpires. 

Mandal President
Ghagwal Rajesh Upadhyay
Kaka, Naresh Sardalia, Jai
Gopal (Goli), Ompal
Sharma, Hitesh Verma and
Lovely Singh, were also
present on the occasion. 
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JAMMU: To mark the cele-
bration of the Christmas fes-
tival, a Christmas cake-cut-
ting ceremony was organ-
ized by senior Congress
leader Thomas Khokhar in
presence of JKPCC
President Vikar Rasool
Wani, JKPCC Working
President Raman Bhalla,
Incharge Bharat Jodo Yatra
J&K GA Mir and Co-
Coordinator GN Monga. 

Prominent among those
present on the occasion
include Manmohan Singh,
Shabir Khan, Rajnish
Sharma, Pranav Shagotra,
Gurdarshan Singh, Satish
Sharma, Amrit Bali,

Sanjeev Sharma, Pankaj
Dogra, Narinder Gupta,
Pawan Raina, Sajad Tariq,
Rakesh Wazir, Dwarka
Choudhary, Pritam Singh,
Sahil Sharma, Deepak
Sharma, Sumit Mangotra,
Bopinder Singh Jamwal,
Sandeep Dogra, Vinay
Gupta,  Jahanzaib Sirwal,
Bilal Rashid, Anoop Gupta,
Pawan Bhagat, Jeevan
Sanotra, Hosiar Singh
besides others. 

JKPCC leaders extended
greetings to the people of
Christian Community and
prayed for peace, They said
that Christmas is a festival
of life and celebrates the
oneness of humanity irre-

spective of religion.
Speaking on the occasion,

JKPCC Chief said, the true
spirit of Christmas is to cel-
ebrate the birth of Jesus
Christ which brings more
enjoyment with feasting and

good clothes. 
Asking Congressmen and

women to celebrate the joy-
ous season in the true spirit,
Wani urged the gathering to
inculcate a God-fearing atti-
tude in all party activities so

that the doors to the prom-
ised blessings might be
opened. He further conveyed
best wishes to the party rank
and file.

JKPCC Working
President Raman Bhalla
appreciated the selfless con-
tributions of party rank and
file for unwavering support
and exhorted all
Congressmen and women to
continue with the same spir-
it.  

"Everyone should be
happy, be happy, this is what
I wish." Bhalla, in his mes-
sage, noted that Christmas
is a joyous occasion to cele-
brate the birth of Jesus and
cherish his ideals.

JKPCC organises cake-cutting ceremony to mark Christmas celebrations

Congress leaders celebrating Christmas.

Study Circle Kathua wins opening tie in cricket

Chief Guest inaugurating cricket tournament.

Organisors presenting memento to the Chief Guest.
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JAMMU: Jammu and
Kashmir made it a winning
start in the ongoing 51st
Senior National Handball
Championship, organised by
Handball Federation of India
(HFI) at Ahmadabad in
Gujarat. 

In the opener, J&K defeat-
ed Bihar 32-26. Rahul Boora
remained top scorer with
eight goals while Daleep
Kumar contributed seven.
Happy Mehra and Pankaj
Chandan added four goals
each while Sahil Padha con-
tributed three.

Now, in their next outing

J&K got walkover against
Sikkim. J&K has been placed
in group-F with Kerela,
Bihar and Sikkim being
other teams.  The J&K team

is taking part in the
Nationals under the banner
of adhoc committee of J&K
Handball Association consti-
tuted by HFI. 

J&K beats Bihar in Handball opener

Winner J&K team posing with officials.

Traditional political parties stand exposed
for their false narratives:  Bukhari

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Taking a dig at the traditional political parties for their deceptive politics, Apni
Party President Syed Mohammad Altaf Bukhari on Sunday said that "these political parties
have been befooling the people through false narratives and fake promises for their own polit-
ical gains, over the years."

He added, "However, they stand exposed now and people do not trust them anymore."
Bukhari was addressing a party rally in the Salar area of south Kashmir's Pahalgam con-

stituency, wherein people gave a rousing reception to the party leader on their arrival at the
rally venue. 

Denouncing the deceptive politics by the conventional political parties, he said, "Over several
decades, these political parties have been alluring people through emotional politics just to
attain power and remain in power."


