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KOLKATA: Under the golden
vision, and guidance of
Financial Commissioner (Addl.
Chief Secretary ) of J&K, Atal
Dulloo, and constant efforts of
Director Horticulture Planning
& Marketing, Vikas Sharma,
aiming towards realizing Prime
Minister's vision of doubling
farmers' income and uplifting
the Agriculture/ Horticulture
sector of J&K, the department
of Horticulture Planning &
Marketing in collaboration with
Invest India (ODOP Team)
organized first of its kind Mega
Buyer-Seller meet at Kolkata
on saturday. Around 250 par-
ticipants consisting of buyers
from Kolkata, officials of
Government of West Bengal,
President of Confederation of
West Bengal Trade Association
and officials of the Horticulture
Planning & Marketing attend-
ed the event including sellers
from J&K-farmers, SHGs,
FPOs and entrepreneurs of
J&K hailing from different cor-
ners of J&K; from remote areas
of Kashmir to even border
areas of Jammu which were
facilitated to travel to Kolkata
for meeting delegation of
Buyers consisting of big mer-
chants, exporters and giant cor-
porations. The meet was
graced by Agriculture Minister
of West Bengal Sobhandeb
Chattopadhyay and
Commissioner FPI&H
Department/Director Food
Processing Industries,
Government of West Bengal
Jayanta Kumar, Director
Horticulture Kashmir J&K
G.R Mir and Special Secretary
to Government Agriculture
Production Department,
Mohammad Farooq Dar
(JKAS).

Director Horticulture (P&M)
introduced the department, its
role in the
Agriculture/Horticulture sec-
tor, its growth, various achieve-
ments and latest interventions
that have been pushed by the
department for the betterment
of the farming community of
J&K. Hailing J&K as a heav-
enly repertoire of famous high
value Horticultural/
Agricultural products, the
Director Horticulture Planning
& Marketing presented detailed
presentation of the various
Agricultural/Horticultural
products of J&K like Apple,
Jammu Basmati; Saffron,
Walnut, Guchi (Morel

Mushroom) etc. stressing upon
effective promotion, certifica-
tion, branding and packaging
of these products to make them
successful not only in National
but International markets as
well. The Minster applauded
the efforts of the UT Govt and
posted that meetings.
Director Horticulture
Kashmir gave detailed infor-
mation regarding to the
Horticulture sector of J&K
and the areas where Govt is
pushing the horticulture sec-
tor stressing that such meets
will help farmers to show-
case their products directly
to the buyers and buyers get
in turn exclusive opportunity
to deal directly with the pro-
ducers and get first hand
information about their
products and enter into
lucrative business deals. The
buyers were really keen in
business opportunities in
J&K and it was really moti-
vating for the farmers where
most of their samples were
bought by the buyers and
many giving advance orders.
An interactive session
between the state officers
from the UT of J&K Govt
and the trade associations of
West Bengal and Orissa was
held. 

Various associations appre-
ciated the initiative of the
UT Govt and requested to
conduct such meetings in
future soon.
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