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ABU DHABI: Union Minister, Dr Jitendra
Singh on Monday described India as a key glob-
al player in the space sector and reiterated that
under Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India is
keen to take its Space cooperation with the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) to newer heights.

Addressing the opening ceremony of the UAE
summit, "Abu Dhabi Space Debate", Dr
Jitendra acknowledged the presence of the
UAE President, Sheikh Mohamed Bin Zayed at
the Opening Ceremony and conveyed PM
Modi's warm greetings to him and the people of
UAE.

Dr Jitendra is leading the official Indian del-
egation to United Arab Emirates (UAE) at the
"Abu Dhabi Space Debate", a 2-day interna-
tional meet. Apart from Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan, President of Israel, Isaac
Herzog, and Diplomats from several countries
attended the opening ceremony.

Dr Jitendra greeted the people of the United
Arab Emirates on the occasion of the celebra-
tion of 51 years of the formation of this great
country on behalf of the people of India. He
said, another  laudable achievement for the
UAE this year is completion of the silver jubilee
of its space odyssey with several golden mile-
stones. 

Dr Singh said, development of the Space sec-
tor is one of the priority areas for the leaders of
both India and the UAE and added that India
started its space journey seven decades back
from a scratch and is today acknowledged to be
a leading space power. 

He said, the highlight of India's  journey has
been its thrust on indigenous development
through dedication and hard work of its  scien-
tists guided by the commitment of the leaders. 

Dr Jitendra said, the indigenously developed
Space sector of India and the fast growing
Space sector of the UAE have a lot of comple-
mentaries that can be harnessed. He said, if we
want to ensure that the Space remains a sector
to serve our shared humanity, it is important to
bring all the stakeholders together to discuss
and deliberate about the Space and in this
regard, this platform has the potential to shape
the future of the Space sector.

The Minister said, the Indian space industry

today is renowned across the globe for two
things - reliability and economy. 

The Minister also congratulated the UAE for
planning its second human space mission next
year by sending four astronauts in space for six
months. The launch of Rashid Rover, UAE's
Moon Mission in the near future, and creation
of the Space fund are milestones which reflect
the commitments and determination of the
UAE to excel in the Space sector.  He shared
that India's active space partnership with the
UAE dates back to 2017,  when our PSLV
launched UAE's first nanosatellite - 'Nayif-1'
meant for collecting environmental space data. 

Dr Jitendra Singh appreciated the thrust of
the Abu Dhabi Space Debate for building the
role of Governments in empowering space busi-
ness and technology. 

He said, the list of discussions in ADSD on
the role of the space sector to solve the climate
issues, bringing accountability to environmen-
tal commitments, threats to and from space to
the political discourse and making the presence
of private sector and space innovation people
driven that serve humankind; are very relevant
to our time and are eye-opening topics, setting
apart this initiative from any other such gath-
ering in Space sector in the past.  Dr Jitendra
Singh concluded by saying that he is confident
that the Abu Dhabi Space Debate will grow in
stature in the coming years and become a pre-
eminent platform for discussions in space relat-
ed matters and take India-UAE space coopera-
tion into an entirely different and much higher
spatial orbit. 

Dr Jitendra addresses UAE summit,
describes India as key global player

Union Minister Dr Jitendra addressing the
Opening Ceremony of  UAE summit "Abu Dhabi

Space Debate”, at Abu Dhabi  on Monday.
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JAMMU: Chief Engineer
(Distribution) JPDCL,
Jammu has informed that
the power supply to Cherry
Sail, Dhar Road, Falata, Jib,
Chak, Gadigarh and adjoin-
ing areas shall remain affect-
ed on December 06 from 9
am to 1 pm.

Similarly, the power supply
to Vijaypur Town, Kolpur,
Bandral, GhoManhasa,
Marh, Gajansoo Kherian,
Haipur Jagir, Saroda, Puran
de Kothi,  Trilokpur,
Pounichak and adjoining
areas shall remain affected
on December 06 from 9 am
to 2 pm.

Meanwhile, Superintending
Engineer (Distribution)
JPDCL, O&M Circle Kathua
has informed that the power
supply to Mehtabpur,
Kalaspur, Jagtpur, Diwlan
and adjoining areas shall
remain affected on December
06 and 07 from 10 am to 5
pm.
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JAMMU: Central
Administrative Tribunal,
Srinagar Bench has quashed a
suspension order no.
CE/D/KPDCL/04 of 2022
dated 15.4.2022 by which the
applicant Munshi Masood,
Junior Engineer was placed
under suspension.

While allowing petition, CAT
held that the applicant will be
entitled to all the consequen-
tial dues as per rules. However
respondents, are at liberty to
issue a charge-sheet and take
further disciplinary action as
they deem fit.

As per details, petitioner,
who is working as Junior
Engineer in the department,
has been put under suspen-
sion. Counsel further stated
that the suspension of the
applicant has continued
beyond three months and
despite that, neither suspen-
sion has been reviewed nor any
charge-sheet has been issued
to the applicant till date, which
is contrary to the law laid by
the Apex Court in Ajay Kumar
Choudhary -vs- UOI & Ors
and judgments passed by the
tribunal in various other cases.

After hearing both the sides,
CAT observed that it is a fact
that applicant was suspended
on April 15, 2022 and till date
respondents have neither
issued any charge-sheet nor
reviewed suspension.
Supreme Court has clearly
laid down that an order of sus-
pension can't be continued
after expiry of 90 days when a
memorandum of
charges/charge-sheet has not
been served on the suspended
employee. The operative por-
tion of aforesaid judgment
reads, "We, therefore, direct
that the currency of a
Suspension Order should not
extend beyond three months if
within this period the
Memorandum of
Charges/Charge sheet is not

served on the delinquent offi-
cer/employee; if the
Memorandum of Charges/
Charge sheet is served a rea-
soned order must be passed
for the extension of the sus-
pension. As in the case in
hand, the Government is free
to transfer the concerned per-
son to any Department in any
of its offices within or outside
the State so as to sever any
local or personal contact that
he may have and which he
may misuse for obstructing
the investigation against him.
The Government may also
prohibit him from contacting
any person, or handling
records and documents till the
stage of his having to prepare
his defence. We think this will
adequately safeguard the uni-
versally recognized principle
of human dignity and the
right to a speedy trial and
shall also preserve the interest
of the Government in the
prosecution. We recognize
that previous Constitution
Benches have been reluctant
to quash proceedings on the
grounds of delay, and to set
time limits to their duration.
However, the imposition of a
limit on the period of suspen-
sion has not been discussed in
prior case law, and would not
be contrary to the interests of
justice. Furthermore, the
direction of the Central
Vigilance Commission that
pending a criminal investiga-
tion departmental proceedings
are to be held in abeyance
stands superseded in view of
the stand adopted by us."
Keeping in view the facts and
judgment of Apex Court, the
suspension order No.
CE/D/KPDC/04 of 2022 dated
15.4.2022 by which the appli-
cant was placed under suspen-
sion, was quashed, however, the
respondents are at liberty to
issue a charge-sheet and take
further disciplinary action as
they deem fit, directed CAT.

Power shutdown
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JAMMU: Ghulam Nabi Azad, the Chairman of Democratic
Azad Party and former Chief Minister visited the residence
of late Mahinder Sharma at Katra who passed away on
Sunday. Sharma is the younger brother of former Cabinet
minister and senior DAP leader Jugal Kishore.

Azad met the bereaved family members and paid his con-
dolences. He prayed for the departed soul and said that he
was a noble person.

"His untimely death has shocked us all and I share the
grief and pain the family members of the deceased are going
through this time," he said.

Azad was accompanied by the party's senior leadership
including General Secretary DAP R.S.Chib, Salman
Nizami, Ashwani Handa, Anoop Khajuria and others.

Azad visits Ex-Minister Jugal’s 
family at Katra to express condolence

Chairman DAP, Ghulam Nabi Azad expressing condolences
with family members of former minister Jugal Kishore.

CAT quashes suspension
of Junior Engineer


