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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A one day State
Level Sensitization
Workshop for Key
Stakeholders in Tobacco
Control was organized on
Thursday by Directorate
of Health Services,
Jammu.

The event was held under
the aegis of National
Tobacco Control
Programme(NTCP) with
Technical Support from
The International Union
against Tuberculosis and
Lung Disease, New Delhi.

More than 50 officers
from various Government
departments like School
Education, Food and Drug
Administration, Excise,
Higher Education and
Health attended the work-
shop.

The workshop's aim was
to sensitize the key stake-
holders about the menace
of Tobacco use, the laws
regulating Tobacco in our
country, Tobacco
Cessation and various pro-
visions of Tobacco Free
Educational Institutions
Guidelines & Cigarettes
and other Tobacco
Products Act, COTPA-
2003. The participants
gained knowledge about
their specific roles in
advancing Tobacco Control
in their respective fields.

A presentation was also
given on Tobacco Vendor
Licensing by a nationally
acclaimed guest speaker
from The Union, New
Delhi where he laid
emphasis on the necessity
and benefits of having a
licensing mechanism for
the shops selling tobacco
products. He also
informed the gathering
about Article 5.3 of the
WHO FCTC which aims to
protect the Governments
from tobacco industry
interference.

The Chief Guest on the
occasion was Dr Saleem-
ur-Rehman, Director
General Family Welfare
and Director Health
Services, Jammu. Director
Health Services, Kashmir,
Dr Mushtaq Ahmad
Rather was the Guest of
Honour.

It is important to know
that annually Tobacco kills
50 lakh people globally out
of which 13 lakhs die due
to Tobacco in India alone,
which translates to almost
3500 deaths per day in
India.

It has been found that
90% of oral cancers are
caused by chewing tobac-
co. Its consumption is
associated with higher
incidence of deaths in TB
patients, almost 38% of
TB deaths are associated
with tobacco use. 

It also causes infertility
in women, Impotence in
men, higher incidence of
Low Birth Weight babies
and many other diseases,

Not only human health,
but Tobacco also causes
environmental destruc-
tion, polluting the soil,
air and water resources
with its toxic ingredients.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha interact-
ed with Officers and Volunteers
of J&K Bharat Scouts &
Guides, on Thursday.

The delegation was led by
J&K Chapter Commissioner,
Wg Cdr M.M Joshi comprising
Administrator, Nasreen Khan;
HQ Commissioner Capt.
Sharma; Training
Commissioner Guide Wing,
Manjeet Kaur; Guides Captain,
Jyoti Verma; Guide, Pooja
Gupta & Scout, Sumkit Jain.

The Lt Governor observed
that Scouts & Guides symbolize
self-less service, unity in diversi-
ty. Volunteers are actively work-
ing for the cause of social equity
and strengthening values like
self-discipline, comradeship in

the society, he noted.
It is a matter of great pride

for us that the Scouts &
Guides are discharging their
duties with efficiency and
effectiveness. The spirit of
the Scouts & Guides needs to
be replicated in other spheres
of community to bring about
constructive transformation,
said the Lt Governor.

Observing that discipline
and determination are the
defining attributes of youth,
the Lt Governor said,
through Mission Youth, we
are encouraging the young
generation to selflessly work
for the social development.

Youth in different educational
institutions should join Scouts &
Guides in large numbers and
play a positive role in nation

building, he added.
The Lt Governor, who is also

the Chief Patron of J&K Bharat
Scouts & Guides, was briefed
about the activities of the Scouts
& Guides in the UT and the

achievements of the last one
year.

The Lt Governor assured full

support of the UT
Administration to Bharat
Scouts and Guides movement.
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Lt Governor Manoj Sinha during interaction with officers and volunteers of J&K Bharat
Scouts & Guides on Thursday.
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