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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Government
schools demonstrated a com-
manding presence in the ambi-
tious visual storytelling compe-
tition organized by the
Department of Information
and Public Relations under
Badalta Jammu Kashmir ini-
tiative, sweeping all positions in
various categories.

The Department of
Information and Public
Relations' visual storytelling
competition, conducted as part
of 'Badalta Jammu Kashmir,'
received an overwhelming
response, with over 50,000 indi-
viduals participating and wit-
nessing the dominance of gov-
ernment schools.

DIPR organized the
Photography and Videography
Competition under the flagship
program of Badalta Jammu
Kashmir. The event garnered a
massive response, with over
11,000 entries engaging
approximately 50,000 individu-

als from diverse backgrounds
across Jammu and Kashmir.
The competition encouraged
citizens to spotlight transfor-
mative developments in the
Union Territory.

The department has been
actively organizing programs to
promote the participation of the
region's populace in govern-
ment endeavors. In this regard,
the DIPR provides a platform
for local talents to exhibit their
unique skills. Programs like
Beats of J&K, symposiums,
painting competitions, song

competitions, National Anthem
competitions, and related cul-
tural presentations are part of
the departmental initiatives in
this regard. Winners across var-
ious categories were honored in
a felicitation ceremony held
here under the chairmanship of
Joint Director Information
Jammu, Atul Gupta. The com-
petition not only celebrated the
participants' talent but also
provided a poignant visual nar-
rative of the dynamic changes
unfolding in the realms of infra-
structure, healthcare, and edu-

cation throughout the region.
Atul Gupta, while compliment-
ing the winners, expressed hope
that the participants would con-
tinue to supplement and sup-
port DIPR's efforts towards
achieving success under such
noble initiatives. This will
immensely help in further
cementing the bond between
the department and the com-
mon masses for the larger inter-
est of society.

In the short film category,
Higher Secondary School
Barbugh Imam Sahib, Shopian

secured the first spot, while ITI
Ramban bagged the top posi-
tion in the super short film cat-
egory. Similarly, Government
Primary School Tilla and
Government High School
Wanigam Payeen, Baramulla,
clinched the top places in the
photo story and single photo
category, respectively. The
Special Encouragement award
was given to High School
Narore, Udhampur, for a single
photo.

Among others present on the
occasion were Deputy Director,
Audio Visual, Daharam Pal,
Deputy Director (PR), Dr.
Vikas Sharma, Deputy
Director, Central, Sunil Kumar,
Information Officer, Ashu
Kumari, Programme and
Coordinating Executive,
Akanksha Kalaotra,
Information Officer, Sachin
Bali, Information Officer,
Miheer Thakur, award winners
besides officers and officials of
the department.

Govt schools dominate DIPR's visual storytelling
competition; sweep all categories

Joint Director Information Jammu Atul Gupta felicitating winners of Badalta Jammu
Kashmir Photography and Videography Competition
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JAMMU: A proactive women's
delegation, spearheaded by
Chief Spokesperson of BJP
Mahila Morcha in Jammu &
Kashmir UT, Ritika Trehan,
held a constructive meeting
with the Deputy Commissioner
Jammu, Sachin Kumar
Vaishya, in his office chamber.

The primary agenda of this
collaborative session was to
highlight and discuss the pre-
vailing public grievances within
the region. The delegation aptly
presented a comprehensive
overview of these concerns,
emphasizing the urgent need to
resolve them for the benefit of
the community. 

During the deliberation,
Trehan stressed the importance
of ensuring that the commit-
ments made by our Honorable
Prime Minister towards the
inclusive development of all sec-
tions of society - "Sabka Sath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas,
Aur Sabka Prayaas" - are
translated into action at the

grassroots level. In response to
the delegation's impassioned
appeal, DC Jammu, Sachin
Kumar Vaishya, assured his
personal involvement in actively
addressing the grievances
raised by the public. 

He pledged to organize
departmental camps that
would specifically cater to the
needs of the remaining benefici-
aries, ensuring that essential
services and support reach their
doorsteps efficiently.

This positive and proactive
engagement between the dele-
gation led by Ritika Trehan and
the DC Jammu signifies a col-
laborative effort towards foster-
ing a more responsive and citi-
zen-centric administration.

Ritika led delegation meets DC
Jammu to address public grievances

Chief Spokesperson J&K BJP Mahila Morcha, Ritika
Trehan during meeting with DC Jammu, 

Sachin Kumar Vaishya.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: To keep in check
the security concerns of the
area in Jammu District, SSP
Jammu  Dr Vinod Kumar,
alongwith SDPO North Sunil
Kumar Kesar and other police
officials made the foot tour of
Jammu city on Tuesday.

SSP Jammu visited Parade,
Purani Mandi, City Chowk,
Kanak Mandi, Gass Mandi,
Rajendra Bazaar,  Shaheedi
Chowk and other adjoining
areas. 

During the visit, SSP
Jammu interacted with the
shopkeepers of the area as well
as civilians to know the prob-
lems faced by them at grass-
root level. 

Moreover, he congratulated
them for the upcoming New
Year 2024. He also ensured

them that police is always
there to help people in every
matter.

SSP Jammu tours city for domination,
deterrence of crime activities

SSP Jammu, Dr Vinod Kumar touring Jammu city to 
review security on Tuesday.
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JAMMU: A Division Bench
of Jammu & Kashmir and
Ladakh High Court compris-
ing Justice Tashi Rabstan
and Justice Rajesh Sekhri,
held that compulsory retire-
ment of Government servant
cannot be ordered merely
because the committee has
made recommendations for
retirement of petitioner. He
cannot be compulsorily
retired unless the competent
authority comes to a conclu-
sion after forming a bona
fide opinion of its own that
the writ petitioner can be
subjected to compulsory
retirement in the interest of
the institution.

This significant judgment
has been passed Letters
Patent Appeal is directed
against the judgment and
order dated 02.07.2018

delivered by the learned
Single Bench in SWP
No.2564/2016 titled
'Rashpal Ram v. State of
J&K and another whereby
the learned Single Judge,
while allowing the writ peti-
tion, quashed the impugned
order, bearing No.1270-GAD
of 2016 dated 21.11.2016
compulsorily retiring the writ
petitioner from service in
public interest with effect
from 22.11.2016 in exercise
of powers under Article
226(2) of the Jammu and
Kashmir Civil Services
Regulations.

DB observed that as
regards the allegation that
the writ petitioner is respon-
sible for embezzlement and
shortages while being posted
in the Consumer Affairs and
Public Distribution
Department is concerned,

FIR No.22/2009 u/s 5(2) of
the Jammu and Kashmir
Prevention of Corruption
Act, Samvat, 2006 r/w
Sections 409, 420, 467, 468,
471, 120-B RPC was regis-
tered at P/S Crime Branch,
Jammu, regarding which
there is no saying about the
fate of the FIR save only
sanction granted for prosecu-
tion. 

Therefore, in the above con-
spectus of matter, in our view
compulsory retirement can-
not be sustained merely on
allegations and on the asking
of the cross section of the
people. The practice followed
by the State in directing
compulsory retirement of the
writ petitioner was complete-
ly unwarranted because that
would violate the basic
maxim of 'innocent until
proved guilty'. Thus, through

the impugned order of com-
pulsory retirement, the State
has applied this principle in
the reverse and has exhibited
its spineless, DB said.

With these observations,
DB upheld the judgment of
Single Judge and dismissed
the appeal of UT.

While dismissing the
appeal, DB observed that
however, as regards the alle-
gations leveled by the writ
respondent against the writ
petitioner, the State and its
officers at the helm of affairs
if are fair enough and have a
will, and do not intend to pro-
vide a safe passage to writ
petitioner, are free to go
ahead with inquiry, if they
deem fit, and complete the
same in a time bound man-
ner without any excuse on
the part of officers holding
such inquiry. 

Mere recommendation of committee for premature
retirement does not suffice: DB
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JAMMU: In a Public Interest
Litigation filed by Adv Sumit
Nayyar  seeking respondents
to develop/improve the tourist
infrastructural facilities for
the Patnitop-Mantalai-Sudh
Mahadev including temples
which attract a large number
of tourists every year both in
summer and winter season
and to take effective measures
as expeditiously as possible.

A Division Bench of Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh High
Court Comprising Chief
Justice N. Kotishwar Singh
and Justice MA Chowdhary
disposed of the PIL with the
observations that keeping in
view the prayer clause of the
petition, this Court is of the
view that it is an administra-
tive matter to be dealt with by
the Government
Administration inasmuch as

the issue raised does not
involve settlement or enforce-
ment of any legal right. 

The appropriate remedy
available to the petitioner is to
approach the concerned
authorities and to seek devel-
opment of the area, which the
petitioner considers to be of
vital importance for the tourist
purpose.

At this stage, the petitioner
appears in person and prays
that he may be given liberty to
approach the concerned
authorities seeking redressal
of the grievances as projected
in paragraph-11 of the writ
petition. For ready reference,
paragraph-11 reads as under:

That it is further submitted
that the Mantalai Ashram was
taken over by the respondent
no.6 on 19.12.2009 after the
state government identified
the place to develop a wellness

center to promote tourism in
the region. The state govern-
ment has roughly spent 14
lakh rupees on patch works of
the road inside the Ashram
since December, 2009 and till
date nothing has been done,
land are not being cultivate
and the livestock comprising
three dear are being looked
after by the wild life depart-
ment. A multi storey Aparna
Ashram situated in posh
Gandhi Nagar area in Jammu
is also lying unutilized. Even
his room which contained, idol
of Ganesh, Shankh, large
wooden bed, yoga books, lay-
out plan of Gole House, deer
print shawls, scarfs and other
belongings have been kept
intact which his wife dhotis,
towels have been eaten by rats.
Most of the items of daily use
including fittings and furnish-
ings of the Ashram are un

serviceable, damaged and
broke. The store rooms con-
tain mostly rotten and torn
bed sheets, yoga suits, under
garments, blood pressure
apparatus, dinner/tea sets,
telephone apparatus, clothes,
personnel belongings of yoga
guru, utensils. The big inven-
tory inside the Ashram has
been handed over  and taken
without any inventory. After
the death of guru the ashram
was closed down and the state
government failed to recover
its taxes."

DB observed that the prayer
sought for by the petitioner is
allowed and the petitioner may
be at liberty to approach the
competent authority as
regards the issue mentioned in
paragraph 11 of the writ peti-
tion and the competent
authority shall deal with the
same in accordance with law. 

DB disposed of PIL regarding Development of
Patnitop-Mantalai-SudhMahadev for Tourism
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JAMMU: The recent terror
incident at Dera Ki Gali
(DKG) area near Bufliaz in
Surankot tehsil of the
Poonch district in which
four brave hearts of 48
Rashtriya Rifles (RR)
attained Veergati has sent
shockwaves across the coun-
try. 

The nation is distressed
due to the horrific acts of
the terrorists as well as loss
of lives of three civilians
reportedly killed in custody.
This area has witnessed a
spike in terror incidents
since the last year.

In a press release issued
today, Brig Anil Gupta,
Spokesperson of Bharatiya
Janata Party has appealed
to the opposition leaders to

stop politicizing the terror
act and help restore peace in
the restive region. 

BJP condemned custodial
killings and urges the Muftis
and Abdullahs to wait for
the report of the inquiry
since the Army authorities
have also assured full coop-
eration including a free and
fair enquiry. 

"There is no denying the
fact that the terrorists can-
not survive in this area with-
out local support particular-
ly the foreign terrorists. The
involvement of a few locals
cannot be ruled out. "Rather
than kindling the fire, these
leaders must help in extin-
guishing the fire", urged
Brig Gupta. "In the era of
370 CMs & Home Ministers
(mostly the CM) enjoyed

limitless powers. They pro-
vided latent support to anti-
national elements& radicals
for their survival. Now there
is no official support to ter-
ror i sm/rad ica l i sat ion , "
claimed Brig Gupta.

"But the ecosystem created
by them in which radicaliza-
tion and terrorism were used
to further their political
agenda continues to plague
the environment even
today.It is so deep rooted
that it will not be eliminated
so easily. Will take time. Till
then terror incidents will
continue to happen off and
on. The Gupkar Gang lead-
ers will continue to use such
incidents as political tools to
question the government
and boast of terrorism con-
tinuing even in post-370

environment but will never
condemn terrorism or its
aka Pakistan," added the
Spokesperson.

"On the contrary they bat
for talks with the country
that is responsible for
exporting religious terror-
ism into Jammu & Kashmir
acknowledged by none other
than the ex-dictator of
Pakistan Gen Pervez
Musharraf," rued Brig
Gupta.

It is very unfortunate that
rather than cooperating
with the government and
security agencies in investi-
gation, they are indulging in
political opportunism and
trying to create distur-
bances and disharmony,
Gupta said.

Stop politicizing terror acts, appeals Brig Gupta

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Central
Industrial Security Force
(CISF) apprehended two for-
eign passengers illegally car-
rying huge quantity of medi-
cines worth approximately Rs
80 lakhs at IGI Airport, New
Delhi

"On December 24, 2023 at
about 1810 hrs, on the basis
of behaviour detection, CISF
surveillance and intelligence
staff noticed suspicious activ-

ities of two International pas-
sengers at Check-in area,
Terminal-3 of IGI Airport,"
Asstt. Inspector General
Apoorv Pandey, PRO CISF
said.

On suspicion, Pandey said,
passengers later identified as
Md Raihan Fazal and Azeem
Khan bound for Kabul via
Dubai by Air India flight No.
AI-995 (STD-2020 hrs) were

diverted to the random
checking point for thorough
checking of their four big size
trolley bags. 

On screening of their four
trolley bags through X-BIS
machine, Pandey said, CISF
personnel noticed suspicious
images. 

On physical checking,
Pandey added, huge quantity
of medicines of approximate
value Rs 80 lakh were detect-
ed. On enquiry, Pandey said,

the passengers could not pro-
duce supporting documents
for carrying such huge quan-
tity of medicines. The matter
was informed to Senior
Officers of CISF and
Customs Officials. 

Later, the aforesaid passen-
gers along with detected med-
icines were handed over to
Customs for further action in
the matter, Pandey said.

Two foreign passengers apprehended for
illegally carrying medicines at IGI Airport

MASROOR AHMAD
SRINAGAR: Lok Sabha
MP and former Jammu
and Kashmir Chief
Minister Dr. Farooq
Abdullah on Tuesday reit-
erated that dialogue was
the only way forward to end
the dispute with Pakistan.

Citing late Prime
Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee's stand on
Kashmir, Farooq Abdullah
said, "Atal Bihari Vajpayee
had said that we can
change our friends but not
our neighbours. If we
remain friendly with our
neighbours, both will
progress. PM Modi also
said that war is not an
option now and the matters

should be resolved through
dialogue."

He asked, "Where is the
dialogue? Nawaz Sharif is
about to become the Prime
Minister of Pakistan, and
they are saying they are
ready to hold talks with
India. But why we are not
ready to talk? If we do not
find a solution through dia-
logue, we will meet the

problem in coming days.
Talking about the Poonch

incident, he said, it is very
unfortunate that innocent
people were being harassed
and these activities would
make people frustrated.

"If we are fighting against
terrorism, we should differ-
entiate civil and armed peo-
ple so that the community
feels safe". Dr. Farooq
added. One of those killed
during this incident is the
brother of a BSF personal
who said that while I was
on duty to protect my coun-
try my family was strug-
gling for safety in their
home. He described the
incident as "extremely
unfortunate".

Dialogue only way forward to
make J&K peaceful: Farooq 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Bharatiya Janata
Party at the Centre has
empowered the women of the
country in general and the
Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir in particular
by introducing various enor-
mous schemes for their wel-
fare. 

These initiatives have sig-
nificantly contributed to
enhancing the quality of life,
education, and financial
independence of women,
thereby fostering an environ-

ment of equality and growth. 
This was stated by

National Executive Member
of Bharatiya Janata Party
and former Minister, Priya
Sethi while speaking at the
Nari Sammelan organized
by the J&K Prajapati Sabha
here on Tuesday. Chakshu
Kapoor was also present in
the function. 

Priya Sethi mentioned that
the women of J&K have
become the victim of dis-
criminatory policies of suc-
cessive regimes headed by

Kashmir-based parties for
more than 70 years in J&K.
This long period of neglect

and partiality has led to dis-
parities in opportunities and
rights for women in the

region, she said, adding that
Modi government's focus on
rectifying these historical
injustices is a step towards
ensuring that women in
Jammu and Kashmir can
avail the same benefits and
opportunities as their coun-
terparts in other parts of the
country, paving the way for a
more equitable and just soci-
ety.

The former minister has
complemented J&K
Prajapati Sabha for organiz-
ing Nari Sammelan every

year with an objective to
make aware the women
about various schemes
launched by the Centre for
betterment and up-liftment
of their social status. 

She lauded J&K Prajapati
Sabha for playing a vital role
in the society by highlighting
several social issues like
female foeticide, strengthen-
ing of women, removing of
backwardness, providing
education and removal of
domestic harassment to
women in the entire society.

Priya Sethi lauds Prajapati Sabha for playing pivotal role in enlightening society on social issues

Former Minister, Priya Sethi at others at the Nari
Sammelan in Jammu on Tuesday.

Martyrdom of 4
Sahibzadas; Gurmat
Samagam organized

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A Gurmat
Samagam was organized by
Baba Banda Singh Bahadur
Sewadar Sabha on Tuesday
on the occasion of Martyrdom
of four Sahibzadas of Guru
Gobind Singh Ji and Mata
Gujar Kour Ji,  in Gurdwara
Guru Angad Dev Ji, Preet
Nagar Jammu. Raagi Jathas
of Bhai Jagir Singh, Bhai
Kuldeep Singh, Bhai Bhadur
Singh recited Gurbani Kirtan
and threw light on this histor-
ical event which marked the
bravery of the minor
Sahibzadas. 

Chairman of the Sabha,
Manjeet Singh in his address
highly honoured the contribu-
tions of the Sahibzadas and
urged the people to follow the
teachings of Sikh Gurus.   He
also thanked the Raagi
Jathas and the Sangat for
making the Samagam as a
success.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Indian Institute of Management
Jammu (IIM) Jammu on Tuesday observed the
Veer Bal Diwas at its Jagti Campus and paid
homage to the sacrifices made by Sri Guru
Gobind Singh's sons Sahibzadas Baba Zorawar
Singh and Baba Fateh Singh. 

The event at IIM Jammu aimed to honor their
legacy by organizing a movie screening that
depicted the extraordinary courage and unwaver-
ing commitment of these young warriors. 

The attendees, including Prof. B.S. Sahay, Dr.
Ashish Kumar, Chairperson, Student Affairs,
IIM Jammu, Cmdr Kesavn Baskkaran, CAO,
IIM Jammu and Arup Bhattacharya, AO
Academics, IIM Jammu, participated in the
event to pay tribute to the spirit of Veer Bal
Diwas. Prof. Sahay highlighted the importance of
remembering and imbibing the values exhibited
by these young heroes in today's challenging
times and underscoring the importance of
acknowledging and celebrating the contributions
of these young warriors in shaping the course of

history. 
Dr. Ashish Kumar, Chairperson, Student

Affairs, Cmdr Kesavan Baskkaran, and Arup
Bhattacharya, emphasized the significance of
preserving and passing on the rich heritage of
sacrifice to the younger generation.

IIM Jammu commemorates Veer
Bal Diwas with patriotic fervour

Director IIM Jammu Prof. B.S. Sahay 
speaking at a programme.


