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Glimpses of Christmas celebration at JK Public School Panjtirthi.
Christmas carol with grace and
charm. The spirit of Christmas was
truly manifested through a skit about
the birth of Jesus Christ by Jakiians.
Jakiians also spread cheers and
happiness with their smiles and beau-
tiful attires. The main attraction of
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JAMMU: Blessed is the season which
engages the whole world in a conspir-
acy of love. Christmas is the season of
joy, peace, hope, love, sharing and car-
ing..!!

The essence of Christmas came alive

at JK Public  School (JKPS)
Panjtirthi when the Jakians and
teachers got together and shared the
merriment.

Jakians preformed enthralling dance
performances that added to the festive
atmosphere. Little toddlers sang

comed the audience.

Nisha Chopra and Nisha Mehra, the
teacher Incharges of the celebration,
spoke about the true meaning of
Christmas and the significance of the
ornaments that were hung on
Christmas tree like shiny star, the sil-

the day was the arrival of Santa
Claus.

Santa moved around happily distrib-
uting sweets to the audience.

The fairies of JKPS Panjtirthi
added grace, piousness, innocence,
beauty to the celebration and wel-

ver bell the red and white candy, the
wreath, the candle and the Santa.

They further added, "Let's join hands
to spread the cheer, make new memo-
ries, and remember that Christmas is
about creating beautiful moments with
the people we care about most."
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Commemorating Atal Bihari Vajpayee's Legacy: PM Modi's Citizen-Centric Governance M e
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s India marked the 100th

irth anniversary of for-
mer Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee it is an
opportune moment to reflect
on his monumental contribu-
tions to the nation. A tower-
ing figure in Indian politics,
Vajpayee epitomized integrity
and vision, earning him the
title of the 'Ajatashatru' of
Indian politics. His illustrious
six-decade-long career as a
poet, journalist, parliamen-
tarian  and statesman
remains a guiding light for
the ideals of governance and
public service.

Vajpayee's tenure as Prime
Minister was defined by his
unwavering commitment to
good governance. Under his
leadership, transformative
initiatives like the Antyodaya
scheme, Pradhan Mantri
Gramin  Sadak  Yojana
(PMGSY), the Golden
Quadrilateral Project, and
Sarva  Shiksha  Abhiyan
(SSA) laid the foundation for
India's socio-economic
progress. These programmes
prioritized inclusive develop-
ment, focusing on the welfare
of the most marginalized sec-
tions of society and ensuring
equitable access to resources
and opportunities.

One of Vajpayee's most
defining moments was India's
nuclear tests in 1998, which
marked a bold assertion of
strategic autonomy and
showcased India's scientific
and defense capabilities to
the world. These tests firmly

sible nuclear power, elevating
its stature on the global
stage. Hqually noteworthy
were his economic reforms,
including liberalization, disin-
vestment, and measures to
attract foreign investment,
which catalyzed India's eco-
nomic growth and set the
stage for its emergence as a
global economic powerhouse.

Between 1998 and 2004,
the Vajpayee-led National
Democratic Alliance (NDA)
government consistently
emphasized the ideals of good
governance. Its 2004 election
manifesto, "An Agenda for
Development, Good
Governance, Peace, and
Harmony," exemplified this
commitment. Vajpayee
believed that governance
should be transparent, effi-
cient, and people-centric,
with an emphasis on address-
ing the grievances of the com-
mon citizen.

Recognizing  Vajpayee's
unparalleled contributions,
December 25 was designated
as Good Governance Day in
2015. This annual obser-
vance is both a tribute to his
legacy and a reaffirmation of
the government's commit-
ment to ensuring efficient
and transparent administra-
tion across the nation. Under
the visionary leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, this commitment has
been taken to unprecedented
heights. The recent Good
Governance Week 2024,
observed from December 19

resolve through the nation-
wide campaign, "Prashasan

Gaon Ki Ore'
(Administration  Towards
Villages).

This campaign, spanning
over 700 districts, was
designed to address publie
grievances and improve serv-
ice delivery at the grassroots
level. It exemplified PM
Modi's philosophy of bringing
governance closer to the peo-
ple. PM Modi aptly described
"Prashasan Gaon Ki Ore' as a
transformational initiative
that embodies the essence of
democracy, ensuring that
development directly benefits
rural communities. The cam-
paign featured workshops
and capacity-building ses-
sions on best practices in gov-
ernance, emphasizing trans-
parency, accountability, and
collective participation.

The principle of "Citizen
First" has been central to PM
Modi's governance model, as
evidenced by initiatives like
Digital India, Swachh Bharat
Abhiyan, Ayushman Bharat,
and the Pradhan Mantri Jan
Dhan Yojana. These pro-
grams have revolutionized
public service delivery, mak-
ing it more accessible, inclu-
sive, and efficient.
Digitization, in particular,
has bridged the rural-urban
divide, enabling even the
remotest communities to
access essential services.

The roots of this transfor-
mative governance model can
be traced back to the Gujarat

neered during his tenure as
Chief Minister from 2001 to
2014. This model emphasized
holistic development across
agriculture, industry, and
services while fostering public
participation and accounta-
bility. Inmitiatives like the
Vibrant Gujarat Summits
and Krishi Mahotsav set new
benchmarks for governance,
prioritizing ease of doing
business, infrastructure
development, and inclusivity.
The success of this model laid
the foundation for PM Modi's
national governance philoso-

phy of "Minimum
Government, Maximum
Governance."

India's governance journey,
however, is not a modern phe-
nomenon. The principles of
good governance have been
deeply embedded in its civi-
lizational ethos. Ancient texts
like the Vedas, Mahabharata,
and Kautilya's Arthashastra
articulate governance as a
means to ensure public wel-
fare and justice. Raj
Dharma, the righteous duty
of  rulers, emphasized
accountability, inclusivity,
and the welfare of all citizens.
As Kautilya famously noted,
"In the welfare of the people
lies the welfare of the king."

This historical perspective
resonates with PM Modi's
governance approach, which
prioritizes the welfare of the
people above all else. His
mantra of "Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas,
Sabka Prayas" underscores

participation in  driving
India's progress. Good gover-
nance, in this context, is not
merely about administrative
efficiency but about fostering
a sense of belonging among
citizens and ensuring that
they are active stakeholders
in the nation's development.

One of the key aspects of
good governance under PM
Modi has been the focus on
participatory  governance.
Campaigns like Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan have suc-
ceeded because of active eciti-
zen engagement, transform-
ing cleanliness into a national
movement. Similarly, initia-
tives like E-Panchayat and E-
Choupal have empowered
rural communities by leverag-
ing technology to improve
access to information and
services. These efforts have
not only improved living stan-
dards but also strengthened
the democratic fabric of the
nation.

The digitization of gover-
nance has been another
game-changer. By reducing
bureaucratic red tape and
enhancing transparency, digi-
tal platforms have stream-
lined service delivery and
curbed corruption. Initiatives
like Aadhaar-linked direct
benefit  transfers  have
ensured that subsidies and
benefits reach the intended
beneficiaries,  eliminating
leakages and inefficiencies.
This focus on transparency
and accountability has signif-
icantly boosted public trust in

As India looks toward
Viksit Bharat 2047, the
vision of a developed and self-
reliant nation, good gover-
nance will remain the corner-
stone of this journey. PM
Modi's leadership has demon-
strated that perseverance,
innovation, and inclusivity
can overcome even the most
daunting challenges.
‘Whether it was managing the
COVID-19 pandemic or navi-
gating geopolitical tensions,
his governance model has
consistently prioritized the
welfare of citizens and the
nation's long-term interests.

The international commu-
nity has also recognized
India's governance transfor-
mation under PM Modi.
From being acknowledged as
a global leader in climate
action to championing self-
reliance through initiatives
like Aatmanirbhar Bharat,
India has emerged as a bea-
con of hope and resilience.
This global recognition is a
testament to the success of
PM Modi's governance phi-
losophy and his unwavering
commitment to the prinei-
ples of good governance.

As we celebrate the cente-
nary of Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
it is essential to acknowledge
the enduring relevance of his
ideals in contemporary
India. His vision of good gov-
ernance, rooted in trans-
parency, accountability, and
inclusivity, continues to
inspire the nation. PM
Modi's transformative initia-

lasting impact of Vajpayee's
legacy, as they build on the
foundation he laid for a pros-
perous and harmonious
India.

Good governance is not an
endpoint; it is a continuous
journey of improving out-
comes and enhancing the
quality of life for all citizens.
It is about creating a system
where every citizen feels
included, empowered, and
valued. As PM Modi often
says, "The suceess of democ-
racy is not possible without
the participation of people."
This participatory approach
to governance is what makes
India's democracy vibrant
and dynamic.

Today, as we reflect on
Vajpayee's contributions and
celebrate PM Modi's achieve-
ments, we are reminded of
the collective responsibility
to build a better India. The
vision of Viksit Bharat 2047
is not just a government ini-
tiative; it is a national mis-
sion that requires the active
participation of every citizen.
By embracing the principles
of good governance, we can
ensure that this vision
becomes a reality, leaving a
legacy of progress, prosperity,
and inclusivity for future gen-
erations.

(The writer is National
General Secretary of
Bharatiya Janata Party and
author of the book Modi's
Governance Triumph -
Reshaping India's Path to
Prosperity)
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JAMMU: Tarun Uppal,
Chairman of the Nirbhay
Bharat Foundation, has voiced
serious concerns about the
adverse effects of new reserva-
tion policies in Jammu &
Kashmir on the region's youth.
Uppal eriticized these policies,
stating that they undermine
the efforts and capabilities of
open-merit students, effectively
denying them fair opportuni-
ties. "The youth of Jammu &
Kashmir deserve an equitable
platform to pursue their aspi-
rations and achieve their poten-
tial,"  Uppal  remarked.
"Unfortunately, the current
reservation policies marginalize
hardworking and deserving
students, prioritizing quota-
based admissions over merit.
This is an injustice that
requires immediate interven-
tion from the Chief Minister;
Omar Abdullah, and the
Lieutenant Governor, Manoj
Sinha, to ensure fairness and
equality."

Uppal highlighted that open-
merit students in the region are
disproportionately — affected,
facing exclusion from opportu-
nities due to the emphasis on
quota-based systems. "Merit-
based education is the corner-
stone of a just and thriving
society," Uppal asserted. "By
compromising this principle,
the current reservation policies
in J&K are depriving countless
young individuals of the chance
to excel and contribute mean-
ingfully to their communities.



