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STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on Friday laid
the foundation stone for two commemorative gates — Bab-ul-
Salam and Bab-ul-Noor — at the revered Dargah Hazratbal,
marking a significant step toward preserving the shrine’s her-
itage while enhancing its infrastructure and the overall expe-
rience for devotees and visitors.

The Chief Minister was accompanied by Advisor Nasir
Aslam Wani, MLA Zadibal Tanvir Sadiq, and other concerned
officials.

The twin gateway structures, featuring artistic callig-
raphy and aesthetic enhancements, are being construct-
ed at a total cost of Rs 129.68 lakh, with each gate esti-
mated at Rs 64.84 lakh.

CM lays foundation of two commemorative
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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Chief Secretary, Atal Dulloo, on Friday inaugu-
rated a three day exhibition of Sharda Calligraphy paint-
ings by eminent artist Subash C Razdan at the G R
Santosh Gallery, Kala Kendra, Jammu.

The inaugural ceremony was attended by Principal
Secretary Culture Brij Mohan Sharma; Padma Shri
Rajinder Tickoo; Director Archives, Archaeology &
Museums K K Sidha; Secretary Kala Kendra Dr. Javaid
Rahi; noted art historian Dr. Lalit Gupta; acclaimed
artist Gokal Dambi and eminent writer P N Koul. The
event was organized by Kala Kendra Jammu.

Speaking on the occasion, the Chief Secretary said that
the exhibition is unique as it highlights Sharda, the
ancient Kashmiri script with a history of  thousand
years. He emphasized the need to revive and preserve this
script, which forms an important cultural link to the
roots and identity of Kashmir. He appreciated that Kala
Kendra, as a premier centre for art in Jammu & Kashmir,
continues to provide essential support and facilities to
local artists in the fields of visual and performing arts.

Atal Dulloo also highlighted that the Gayan Bhartam
Scheme, launched by the Prime Minister, will significant-
ly contribute to preservation, conservation and documen-
tation of cultural heritage, ensuring continuity of knowl-
edge for the future generations.

The Chief Secretary appreciated the work of Subash C
Razdan and urged the public to visit the exhibition to wit-
ness this rare art form.

Addressing the gathering, the Principal Secretary
Culture informed that the J&K Academy of Art, Culture
and Languages has recently signed an MoU with the
University of Kashmir to introduce a Diploma in
Calligraphy, aimed at promoting and conserving calligra-
phy traditions in Sharda, Urdu and Devanagari scripts.

Earlier, in his welcome address, Dr. Javaid Rahi stated
that the exhibition is showcasing 50 works of Subash C
Razdan. The objective of the event is to exhibit age-old
Sharda script, artistically portrayed through rare callig-
raphy paintings that are exceptional both in visual  and
expression, he added.

Speaking at the event, Gokal Dambi noted that the exhi-
bition reflects a continuity of cultural ethos preserved
over centuries.

Dr. Lalit Gupta described Razdan's work as rich, dis-
tinct and deeply rooted in spirituality and Shaivism.

Padma Shri Rajinder Tickoo remarked that the art-
works open new dimensions of Kashmiri Shaivism-
inspired art and stressed the need for their proper docu-
mentation.
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STATE TIMES NEWS
MUMBAI: Central Railway
& Western Railway have
jointly strengthened
enforcement measures to
tackle the increasing cases
of Fake Ticketing. This is
in view of the increasing
number of cases of passen-
gers detected travelling on
fake / forged / counterfeit
tickets in recent times.

Ticket checking activi-
ties will be intensified
across the suburban net-
work of Central & Western
Railway. Special Ticket
Checking teams will be
deployed to check at sta-
tions and in trains to
detect and curb irregular
travel & travelling on
counterfeit tickets.

As part of the enhanced
checks, passengers are
required to carry a valid
identity card and produce
it to the Ticket Examiner.
The identity card must
correspond to the details
on the season ticket pre-
sented.

The Railways are taking

a tough stand against
individuals involved in
generating or using fake
tickets. Passengers are
strictly warned against
adopting any fraudulent
means to obtain or pro-
duce counterfeit travel
tickets.

Offenders will face strin-
gent action under various
sections of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)-
2023 including 318(2),
336(3), 336(4), 340(1),
340(2), and 3/5 which
deal with cheating & for-
gery and related offences.
Punishments include fines
and imprisonment of up to
7 years, or both.

Central & Western
Railway appeal to passen-
gers to travel with valid
tickets issued by autho-
rised vendors or from rail-
way station booking coun-
ters or through ATVM.

Passengers can also
download the UTS app on
their mobile phones and
book tickets through
Mobile UTS app.
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