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Temperature (Jammu)

Max: 21.0ºC Min: 8.8ºC

Humidity

Max : 79 Min : 52

Temperature (Srinagar)

Max: 11.7ºC Min: 0.6ºC

Humidity

Max : 90 Min: 68

Sunset : 18:12 Hours

Sunrise : 07:20 Hours

STATE TIMES NEWS 
NEW DELHI: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Wednesday slammed
dynasty politics and elabo-
rated how it is different from
having second-generation
leaders in a political party.

"When a party is run for
generations by a family,
there is only dynasty, no
dynamics. In Jammu and
Kashmir, there are two par-
ties run by two separate fam-
ilies; you can see a similar
trend in Haryana,
Jharkhand, Uttar Pradesh,
and Tamil Nadu. Dynastic
politics is the biggest enemy
of democracy", Narendra
Modi said in an interview to
news agency ANI.

The Prime Minister
explained on this further,
saying that in dynastic par-
ties, positions such as that of
the president, parliamentary
board chief, etc., are passed
down from father to son.

Describing dynastic poli-
tics to be a "big threat and
the biggest enemy of democ-

racy" as it affects the talent
coming into a political party,
Modi said there is a differ-
ence between one or two peo-
ple from a family getting
tickets and winning elections
and all the important politi-
cal positions in a party going
to a particular family in the
party.

"It is like the family runs
the party," he said, adding
that this is a big danger to
democracy. "The family-run
parties are the biggest
enemy of democracy as it

negates the basic norms.
Their goal is to save the fam-
ily even if there is no benefit
in it for the country."

Narendra Modi highlighted
how the entry of more tal-
ents in public life is good for
the country.

The Prime Minister said:
"The biggest casualty in par-
ties that save one family is
talent. The democratisation
of political parties is impor-
tant. Dynastic politics deters
youth from entering poli-
tics."

Explaining his stance fur-
ther, PM Modi said: "When
dynastic politics takes place,
family is supreme, save the
family whether the party is
saved or not, whether the
country is saved or not, when
this happens, what is the
first casualty? Howsoever
the son, he will be the party
chief, the biggest casualty
then is talent."

He added the youth of the
nation have no option to join
any other party apart from
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) as everywhere else
there is dynastic politics.
Such parties use the youths
for some time and then
dump them, the Prime
Minister said, adding that
the youth often face the
dilemma of either serving the
party's (dynastic) interest or
the nation's, as doing the lat-
ter might end their political
journey." Modi concluded by
saying that a growing num-
ber of youths are joining the
BJP because it functions in
a democratic manner.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A 'Senior
Officers Conclave', com-
prising all security forces
and intelligence agencies
working in Jammu region,
was held on Wednesday
here, defence spokesperson
said.

The conclave, co-chaired
by Rising Star Corps com-
mander Lt Gen P.N.
Ananthanarayanan, and
DGP Dilbag Singh, was
attended by Home
Secretary Shaleen Kabra,

Special DG, CID, R.R
Swain, Divisional
Commissioner, Jammu, all
Brigade Commanders of
Jammu and Samba
Divisions along with IG
level officers from the J&K
Police, the BSF, the CRPF,
and Deputy Directors from
the State Intelligence
Bureau and the Special
Bureau, defence spokesper-
son said.

"This meeting was aimed
at achieving greater syner-
gy between armed forces,

intelligence agencies, and
paramilitary forces," he
said.

"Various issues of com-
mon interest including
upcoming Amarnath Yatra,
Narco-Terror Nexus and
Drone counter measures
were discussed to enhance
the operational prepared-
ness of security forces
deployed in Jammu in safe-
guarding the territorial
integrity and internal secu-
rity of Jammu & Kashmir,"
spokesperson said.

Four Inspectors
among 9 police 

personnel transferred
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Superintendent of
Police, Ramban, Mohita
Sharma on Wednesday
transferred four inspectors
among nine police officials. 

As per order, Inspr. Ajit
Singh, has been transferred
from Police Station (PS)
Batote and posted at DPL
Ramban; Inspr. Sudhir
Sadhotra has been trans-
ferred from DPL Ramban
and posted as  Station

Govt bans import
of drones

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment on Wednesday banned
import of drones, with cer-
tain exceptions, as part of
efforts to promote manufac-
turing of drones in the coun-
try.

Import of drones for R&D,
defence and security purpos-
es have been exempted from
the ban but such imports will
require due clearances.

"Import of drone compo-
nents, however, shall

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: The Jammu
and Kashmir government
would bear the treatment
expenses of the 24-year-old
acid attack victim and ensure
her complete rehabilitation,
even as the police would file a
charge-sheet in the case in
the next few days, officials
said on Wednesday.

The woman was hospi-
talised with burns after acid
was thrown on her in Hawal
area here on February 1.

"The government is bearing
complete expenses of the
treatment of the victim. She
was provided monetary help
and shifted to Chennai hospi-
tal due to the government's

intervention and the direc-
tions of Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha," Srinagar
Deputy Commissioner Aijaz
Assad told reporters here.

The deputy commissioner
said the administration is
duty-bound to provide for not
only the treatment of the vic-
tim but her complete rehabil-
itation as well.

Assad said the doctors in
Chennai have indicated a
positive prognosis for the
treatment and "we all pray
for her speedy recovery".

He said the administration
has geared up for regulating
the sale of acid in the city.

"Our market 

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: India on
Wednesday firmly rejected
the references to Jammu and
Kashmir and an economic
corridor passing through
PoK made in a China-
Pakistan joint statement,
asserting that the region as
well as the Union Territory of
Ladakh "have been, are and
will" always remain integral
and inalienable parts of
India.

Regarding the reference to
the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC)
in the statement, External
Affairs Ministry spokesper-
son Arindam Bagchi said

India has consistently con-
veyed its concerns to China
and Pakistan on the projects.

India "resolutely opposes"
any attempts to change the
status quo by "other coun-
tries, as also by Pakistan" in
the areas under the illegal
occupation of Islamabad, he
said.

In response to a media
query, Bagchi said India
expects the "parties con-
cerned" not to interfere in
matters that are internal
affairs of India.

The joint statement was
issued on February 6 follow-
ing talks in Beijing between
Chinese President Xi

Jinping and Pakistan Prime
Minister Imran Khan.

Bagchi said India has
"noted references to J and K
and the so-called China-
Pakistan Economic Corridor
in the joint statement".

"We have always rejected
such references and our posi-
tion is well known to China
and Pakistan. In this
instance too, we reject refer-
ence to J and K in the joint
statement. The Union
Territory of J and K and the
Union Territory of Ladakh
have been, are, and will
always remain integral and
inalienable parts of 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The people in
Jammu and Kashmir are not
happy with the draft delimi-
tation commission report, All
India Women Congress
General Secretary Nagma
Morarji said on Wednesday,
as she lashed out at BJP
over its alleged anti-people
policies and "dividing the
country on communal lines."

The actress turned politi-
cian also condemned the
heckling of a hijab-clad girl
by a group of men sporting
saffron scarves at a college in
Karnataka and said such
diversionary tactics are
employed to hoodwink the

public from the real issues .
She also paid tributes to

seven army personnel who
lost their lives in an ava-
lanche in Arunachal
Pradesh.

People (in Jammu and
Kashmir) are not happy with
the proposed draft delimita-
tion commission report. You
have seen hundreds of BJP
workers protesting and sub-
mitting their resignation (to
protest the proposed merger
of Suchetgarh assembly con-
stituency on Monday) when
the report is out, you will see
more protests, the Congress
leader told reporters at the
conclusion of her three-day
visit to Jammu.

Nagma said she visited
Suchetgarh sector near the
International Border in the
outskirts of Jammu on 

Hanjura resigns as
PDP General Secretary 

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Senior PDP
leader Ghulam Nabi Hanjura
on Wednesday resigned as the
general secretary of the party
but will continue as its basic
member, a party leader said.
Hanjura was not available for
comment. The PDP leader
said that Hanjura has
resigned as the general secre-
tary of the party but he will
continue to be associated with
the party. "In his resignation
message, Hanhura has said
while he resigns from the post
of the general secretary, he
will continue to work as a
basic member of the  PDP,"
the leader said, without giving
the reasons for the senior
leaders' move.

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: As many as
610 Kashmiri Pandits were
given back their properties
left behind in Jammu and
Kashmir following eruption
of militancy there in the late
1980s and early 1990s.

Union Minister of State for
Home Nityanand Rai also
said in the Rajya Sabha that
3,000 state government jobs
were created for Kashmiri
migrants under the Prime
Minister's Development
Package-2015 (PMDP-
2015) with an outlay of Rs
1,080 crore.

The Jammu and Kashmir
government has appointed
1,739 migrants and selected
additional 1,098 migrants
under PMDP-2015.

As per the information pro-
vided by the government of

Jammu and Kashmir, the
land of 610 applicants
(migrants) has been restored
in the last five years, he said
in a written reply to a ques-
tion.

The minister said the
Jammu and Kashmir
Migrant Immovable
Property (Preservation,
Protection and Restraint on
Distress Sales) Act, 1997,
District Magistrates (DMs)
of the district concerned in
Jammu and Kashmir are the
legal custodians of the
immovable properties of the
migrants.

The DMs are empowered to
take all steps for the preser-
vation and protection of such
properties.

The government has taken
several measures to

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The Central
Board of Secondary
Education will conduct sec-
ond-term board examination
for classes 10 and 12 in
offline mode from April 26,
officials said on Wednesday.

"The board after discussion
with various stakeholders
and taking into considera-
tion the COVID-19 situation
in the country has decided to
conduct second-term board
exams in offline mode only.
The theory exams will begin
from April 26, 2022. The
datesheet for classes 10 and
12 will be released soon,"
CBSE Examination
Controller Sanyam

Bhardwaj said.
"The pattern of the ques-

tion papers will be same as
that of sample question
papers hosted on the board's
website. The students will
appear in the examinations
from the allotted examina-
tion centres as done during
the preceding years," he
added.

The academic session was
bifurcated into two terms
after the board exams could
not be conducted last year in
view of the pandemic and the
results had to be announced
using an alternative assess-
ment scheme. The first-term
exams were conducted 

Dry weather in Kashmir
over next few days

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: The minimum
temperature in Kashmir,
barring Srinagar, settled
below the freezing point,
even as the Meteorological
department predicted mainly
dry weather over the next
few days, officials said on
Wednesday.

Srinagar, the summer capi-
tal of Jammu and Kashmir,
recorded a low of 0.6 

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir on Wednesday
recorded 681 fresh Covid
cases that took the infection
tally to 4,48,786, while four
more fatalities pushed the
death toll to 4,732, officials
said. Of the fresh cases, 359
were from Jammu division
and 322 from the Kashmir
division, they said. Jammu
district recorded the highest
184 cases followed by 139
cases in Srinagar district.

There are 10,230 active
cases in the Union Territory,
they said, adding that the
overall recoveries have
reached 4,33,824.

The death toll has reached
4,732 after four more fatali-

ties were reported in the past
24 hours, officials said.

There were 51 confirmed
cases of Mucormycosis (black
fungus) in the Union

Territory. No fresh case was
reported since last evening,
officials added.

Meanwhile, active COVID
cases in Ladakh has declined

to 773 with 179 coronavirus
patients being cured, while
70 fresh cases were recorded
during the past 24 years,
taking the overall caseload to
27,062, officials said.

The union territory has
recorded 226 Covid-related
deaths so far with 167 in Leh
and 59 in Kargil, they said.

There was no death report-
ed from the Union Territory
on Tuesday, they said.

Of the 70 fresh cases, 39
were reported from Leh dis-
trict and 31 from Kargil dis-
trict, they said. With this, the
total number of COVID-19
active cases in Ladakh is 773
including 511 cases in Leh
and 262 cases in Kargil dis-
trict.

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI:
Unemployment has become
the biggest problem in the
country, along with price rise
of essential commodities, and
the government must take
urgent steps to resolve the
two key issues, National
Conference leader Farooq
Abdullah said on Wednesday.

Initiating the debate on the
Union Budget on the third
day of the discussion, he said
despite having higher
degrees scores of youths in
the country are without jobs.

"As they don't have jobs,
many of the youths are under
depression," Abdullah said.

The former Jammu and
Kashmir chief minister said
the prices of all essential
commodities are on the rise

and people are suffering due
to it.

He said oil price is sky rock-
eting which is having a cas-
cading effect on all products
as most them are being
transported from one place
to others and asked the gov-
ernment to reduce the taxes
on petroleum products to

give relief to the people.
"Now the poor is becoming

poorer and the rich is becom-
ing richer," he said.

Abdullah said fund alloca-
tion to the employment gen-
erating scheme MGNREGA,
which is the lifeline for the
poor, has been reduced and
asked the government to allo-
cate more funds to it.

He appealed to the govern-
ment to ensure that locals get
the employment opportuni-
ties at the ongoing power
projects in Jammu and
Kashmir.

The NC leader compliment-
ed the government for with-
drawing the three farm laws
as demanded by farmers and
suggested that in future if
any bill is brought, it

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Physical hearing
with certain restrictions
would resume in courts
across Jammu and Kashmir
and Ladakh from February
14, Chief Justice Pankaj
Mithal said on Wednesday as
he issued fresh guidelines
amid gradual improvement
in the COVID-19 situation.

However, the chief justice
of the High Court of J&K
and Ladakh said the entry of
litigants, clerks and agents
of advocates into courtrooms
shall remain prohibited for
the time being, while judicial
custody remands shall be
given only through video con-
ference as far as permissible.

In an order issued on
Wednesday evening, Justice
Mithal said the high court
order of June 30, 2020 stand

revived and the hearing of
cases listed before a bench in
the high court is permitted
through physical mode also
with the restriction that in no
courtroom more than 10
advocates would be allowed
at a time.

"The guidelines will come
into effect from February
14," the order said.

It said the district and sub-
ordinate courts and tribunals
in UTs of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh would
also start functioning
through physical mode.

"Entry of advocates into
the courtrooms before dis-
trict and subordinate courts
and tribunals shall be
restricted to five advocates
only at a given time," the
order said.

Modi terms dynastic politics biggest threat to 
democracy; cites example of past Govts in J&K, UP

J&K security scenario reviewed
at high-level conclave

COVID: 681 new cases, 4 more deaths in J&KJ&K Govt to bear treatment cost, ensure 
rehabilitation of Srinagar acid attack victim

CBSE to conduct second-term board exam for
classes 10, 12 in offline mode from April 26

J&K people not happy with delimitation
commission draft report: Cong

India rejects references to J&K in
China-Pak joint statement

Properties of 610 KPs
restored in Valley

Unemployment, price rise become
biggest problems: Farooq 

Physical hearings to resume in courts
across J&K, Ladakh from Feb 14 

Senior officers during the conclave at Tiger Division.

Active COVID-19 cases
in country declining
STATE TIMES NEWS

NEW DELHI: India logged
71,365 new coronavirus
infections taking the coun-
try's total tally of COVID-19
cases to 4,24,10,976, while
the active cases declined to
8,92,828, according to the
Union Health Ministry data
updated on Wednesday.

The death toll climbed to
5,05,279 with 1,217 fresh
fatalities, the data updated
at 8 am stated. The 
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