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JAMMU: The Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (CCI) Jammu on
Sunday appreciated J&K administra-
tion's endeavours to pace up develop-
ment in the UT by realizing several
development projects one  after anoth-
er.

In a statement issued here, CCI
President Arun Gupta alongwith the
office bearers Anil Gupta, Senior Vice
President, Rajiv Gupta, Junior Vice
President, Gaurav Gupta, Secretary-
General, Rajesh Gupta, Secretary,
Rajesh Gupta, Treasurer applauded
the efforts of LG Manoj Sinha for giv-
ing a fillip to development in Jammu
by completing a number of develop-
ment projects in record time. 

He welcomed the installation and
commissioning of the Musical
Fountain in Bagh-E-Bahu Fort and
relaying of stone for the artificial lake
project. 

Assuring full support to the govern-

ment, he said that the exemplary pace
with which the development is taking
place in Jammu the days are not far
when the tourist footfall in the region
will cross all the previous records. He
said that this was quite necessary to
provide the required push to the local
economy as there is no dearth of natu-
ral beauty in the vicinity of Jammu

City but due to lackadaisical approach
of previous governments the region
failed to pick up pace as far as develop-
ment and improvement in places of
tourist interest are concerned. 

He anticipated that the interest
shown by LG's administration towards
improving the tourist edifice in Jammu
region will bring tremendous changes

in socio-economic profile through cre-
ation of new livelihood opportunities
and also by significant increase in the
influx of tourists hailing from different
parts of the country and abroad.

He however, urged LG Sinha to make
sure that the artificial lake project see
the light of the day well in time because
already much delay has been caused
due to hiccups and lethargy of the suc-
cessive governments that did only lip
service but never paid any heed on
ground thus leading to missing of
deadlines one after another. He said
that once completed, the Tawi Lake
Project will help in making Jammu an
independent tourist destination cater-
ing the aspirations of the visitors of
this city of temples in a complete man-
ner.  He urged the LG to continue with
the good work as this is necessary to
bring Jammu on the country's tourist
map and help people to lead a happy
and contented life with no dearth of
basic amenities and civic edifice.

J&K Admn moving in right direction with expeditious pace: CCI
‘Like musical fountain, also complete artificial lake project in record time’

CCI President Arun Gupta chairing a meeting of office bearers. 
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REASI: Continuing mem-
bership drive with the slo-
gan 'Aayo Chalein Congress
Ke Sath, Badlein Pradesh
Ke Halaat' in District
Reasi, JKPCC Chief
Ghulam Ahmad Mir along
with JKPCC Working
President Raman Bhalla
claimed that people want
change, as BJP has failed
on all fronts of governance
especially unchecked price
rise, record unemployment
besides other anti employ-
ees, in anti trade, anti poor
politics.  

Congress party stands for
change and people will
throw out BJP in next
assembly elections, he
claimed and said that party
will go to the people with
new slogan of "Aayo Chalein
Congress Ke Saath, Badlein
Pradesh Ke Halaat". 

Earlier there were 9.5
lakh primary members in
last elections but this time
minimum 12 lakh primary
members shall be enrolled in
Jammu and Kashmir, he

said.
Mir said that Congress

has been on fore front to
oppose the anti- people poli-
cies being imposed on the
people through back door by
the bureaucrats Govt, as
there is no elected Govt  in
J&K for  three and half
years, now the people of dif-
ferent sections are being
forced to swallow the bitter
pills, as they have no repre-
sentation or forum to raise
their voice against the anti
people policies of the BJP
through bureaucratic sys-
tem. 

"The honour of people of
Jammu has been compro-
mised and downgraded by
the leaders who claimed to
be the champion of their
cause in the region. BJP
climbed political ladder rais-
ing voice against discrimina-
tion with people of this
region. They ended up doing
same disparity with the peo-
ple who voted them to power
to rule the country," said
Mir.

Mir claimed that people of

J&K will teach BJP a lesson
as the ruling party commit-
ted atrocities upon the com-
mon people and all sections
of society are great sufferers
due to the policies of BJP
Government.

Bhalla reminded BJP that
Congress initiated big infra-
structure projects in all the
three regions of erstwhile
state. 

It is not BJP but tireless
efforts of Congress party
that the people of the State
are on the path of develop-
ment and prosperity, he
said. 

He said BJP has lost its
sheen and appealed people
not to get carried away with
their rhetoric because of its
utter failure to deliver on any
front but also because of its
faulty policies towards
Jammu & Kashmir.

The ground situation, how-
ever, suggests that the popu-
larity graph of the BJP is
declining very fast in Jammu
region from where it won 25
seats in the Assembly elec-
tions, said Bhalla.

People will never forget duplicity of BJP & its abject
failure to protect interests of J&K people: JKPCC

JKPCC leaders during a public meeting at Reasi. 
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JAMMU: Jammu and
Kashmir BJP is of the view
that the delimitation has
rectified historical blunders
and set right the true
democracy by adding six
seats to Jammu and one to
Kashmir. 

Jammu and Kashmir BJP
Chief Spokesperson, Sunil
Sethi, said this while
addressing a press confer-
ence, along with  Media
Secretary Dr. Pardeep
Mahotra at party headquar-
ters.

Sunil Sethi said that the
Delimitation Commission's
report will empower Jammu
to compete and march
ahead with Kashmir, lead-
ing to peace progress and
prosperity in Jammu and
Kashmir as the criterion
applied by the Commission

has distributed seats pro-
portionate to population
subject to application of
norms of law like geograph-
ic terrain connectivity com-
munication etc.

Sethi expressed gratitude
to the Delimitation

Commission for huge and
pro- people exercise and
decisions taken, which has
come out in the shape of
draft report. 

He said that new
Parliamentary Constituency
named Rajouri-Poonch-

Anantnag will stabilize
nationalistic voices in the
constituency. Radicals, sep-
aratists of South Kashmir
will be democratically coun-
tered and balanced by
nationalistic forces from
Rajouri, Poonch. 

This Constituency is justi-
fied as all Parliamentary
Constituencies are now
spread equally to 18
Assembly Constituencies or
so. It will also lead to more
compatibility and under-
standing between two
provinces and new political
vistas to people of Poonch
Rajouri leading to their
empowerment. 

The new constituencies
carved out will bring devel-
opment to the door steps of
the ignored and politically
marginalized sections.

Areas like Paddar will see
real development for first
time with their own
Constituency.

The Chief Spokesperson
said that while carving out
constituencies and reserv-
ing them, uniform princi-
ples have been followed but
even then there are some
areas where aspirations of
people are not met.

Sethi shared that the
party has received number
of representations of
resentment in some areas
and our two Associate
Members in the
Delimitation Commission
will bring the same into the
notice of the Commission to
brief about problems and
difficulties in some areas,
which needs to be relooked
and reworked.

Delimitation has rectified historical blunders: Sunil Sethi

Jammu and Kashmir BJP Chief Spokesperson, Sunil Sethi
addressing a press conference.
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JAMMU: Shri Ranbireshwar Mandir Welfare Committee
(SRMWC) in collaboration with Jammu and Kashmir Dharmarth
Trust will organise Shiv Barat (Shoba Yatra) on February 28 on
the eve of Maha Shivratri festival.

While interacting with media persons, President of the SRMWC,
Onkar Sahrma ( Nandi Ji) announced that the Shoba Yatra will
start from the Shri Ranbireshwar Ji Temple at 3:30 PM and will
pass through all main bazaars of the Old city like Indira Chowk,
Hari Market, Raghunath Bazar Chowk, Old Hospital Road,
Purani Mandi, Link Road, Jain Bazar, Chowk Chabutra and will
culminate at Shri Ranbireshwar Temple.

He appealed to all religious minded people and trade organiza-
tions to take part in these programmes.

He said on March 1,  Free Medical camp will be organized at Shri
Ranbireshwar Ji Temple with the cooperation of Department of
Indian System of Medicines from 10:00 AM onwards. 

He added that on March 6 Vishal Bhandara will also be organ-
ized in Mandir premises for the devotees from 1:00 at 4:00 PM.  

On the occasion Onkar Sharma also give responsibilities to the
members of the committee to make the programme successful.

He appealed all to take part in these programmes and also took
precautions to save themselves from COVID 19 virus by wearing
mask and by also making social distancing. 

Other present on the occasion include Raj Kumar Gupta,
Mandeep Sharma, Suresh Sharma, Mohan Sharma, Anubhav
Suri and Pawan Sharma.

SRMWC to organise Shiv
Barat on Feb 28
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JAMMU: The work on the
river Devika Rejuvenation
project in Udhampur district
will be completed by June,
Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for the
Ministry of Science &
Technology, Ministry of Earth
Sciences (Independent
Charge) MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public Grievances
and Pensions, Department of
Atomic Energy and
Department of Space, Dr
Jitendra Singh said on
Sunday, asserting that various
centrally-sponsored projects
would give a new identity to
his Lok Sabha constituency at
the national level.

He also expressed hope that
the academic session for
MBBS courses in the newly
set up medical colleges of
Udhampur would commence
from the next academic year.

The minister of state in the
Prime Minister's Office
(PMO) was speaking to
reporters after chairing a
meeting of the District
Development Coordination
and Monitoring Committee
(DISHA) to review the
progress of the centrally-spon-
sored schemes being imple-
mented in Udhampur.

"The status of national-level
projects was reviewed and you
will be glad to know that the
historic Devika project will be
completed by June," Singh
said.

The work on the prestigious
Rs 186.74 crore project,
which has been included in
Government of India's
National River Conservation
Project (NRCP), started in
March 2019 and was sched-
uled to be completed in two
years. However, the project
missed the deadline due to the
outbreak of the COVID-19
pandemic.

The project included the
construction of three sewage
treatment plants of 8 MLD, 4
MLD and 1.6 MLD capacity,
a sewerage network of 129.27
km, the development of two
cremation ghats, protection
fencing and landscaping,
small hydropower plants and
three solar power plants.

Under the project, bathing
"ghats" on the banks of the
river will be developed,
encroachments will be
removed, natural water bodies
will be restored and catchment
areas will be developed.

The Devika river holds reli-
gious significance as it is

revered by Hindus as the sis-
ter of the Ganga. Also known
as Devika Nagari, it origi-
nates from the hilly Suddha
Mahadev temple in
Udhampur and flows down
towards western Punjab (now
in Pakistan), where it merges
with the Ravi river.

The minister said his
Udhampur-Kathua-Doda is
the only Lok Sabha con-
stituency in the country that
has got three medical colleges
with active support of the
Centre.

"We were planning to start
the MBBS classes in
Udhampur this year from a
makeshift building, but it was
not allowed by the authorities
concerned due to already laid-
down guidelines. The con-
struction work on the build-
ings is in progress and we are
hopeful that the MBBS cours-
es will start from next year," he
said.

Singh said Udhampur and
Kathua districts were among
the first to get included in the

list for development of high-
way villages, a concept of the
National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) under which
the government intends to
develop amenities projects to
include helipads, motels,
petrol pumps, food courts and
parking lots on highways.

"The highway village in
Udhampur is nearing comple-
tion, while the work on such a
project in Kathua was delayed
due to the expansion of the
highway from four to six
lanes. Kathua has now got
additional highway villages as
well," he said.

"After the completion of var-
ious national-level projects,
Udhampur will get a new
identity at the national level
and it will be visible on the
national map," he added.

On widespread protests over
the draft proposal of the
delimitation commission for
Jammu and Kashmir, the
minister said it is an initial
report and will pass through
several other levels before

being finalised.
"It will be put in the public

domain...the final report will
take some more time," he said.

"The draft proposal was
shared with the associate
members. We are getting
objections from people as per
their aspirations and the same
will be submitted to the delim-
itation commission, which will
take cognisance as per the laid
down parameters and guide-
lines," said Singh, who is one
of the five parliamentarians
from Jammu and Kashmir
who are associate members of
the commission.

The minister also talked
about the "Sansad Khel
Spardha" event and said it is
aimed at identifying talent at
the grass-roots level for hon-
ing their skills, which will ben-
efit the youngsters of
Udhampur district in a big
way.

DDC Chairperson,
Udhampur Lal Chand, DDC
Vice Chairperson, Juhi
Manhas, Pathania, Deputy
Commissioner, Udhampur
Indu Kanwal Chib, SSP, Vinod
Kumar, BDCs, President MC,
Dr Jogeshwar Gupta, MC
Ramnagar, MC Chenani,
DDCs and other nominated
members of DISHA
Committee i. e. PRIs, Women,
representatives of ST,
SC,NGO besides
District/Sectoral Officers of
different departments attend-
ed the meeting on the occasion.

Devika rejuvenation project in Udhampur to be
completed by June: Dr Jitendra Singh 

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh chairing the DISHA district 
meeting at Udhampur on Sunday.
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JAMMU: Safina Baig, DDC
Chairperson Baramulla;
Rekha Sharma, BJP leader
and Chairperson Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao Abhiyan, J&K
UT; President  JD(U) J&K
and former President JKHC
Bar Association, Jammu, on
Sunday called on Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha at Raj
Bhavan.

Rekha Sharma accompanied
by Vice-Chairpersons, BBBP
Abhiyan, J&K UT, Gurmeet
Randhawa and Rekha
Manhas expressed their grati-
tude to the Lt Governor for
creating Women Commission
in J&K, reservation for
women in JKP, and for ensur-
ing immediate action against
the person who perpetrated
crime against a woman in
Srinagar.

They put forth the demand
of extending benefits of Ladli
Beti Scheme, Sukanya
Samridhi Yojana to all the dis-
tricts of J&K, besides maxi-
mum reach of Marriage assis-
tance Scheme.

The Lt Governor while inter-
acting with the members of
the delegation appreciated
their noble efforts towards the
promotion of Beti Bachao
Beti Padhao Abhiyan and wel-
fare of women in J&K. He fur-
ther said that UT administra-

tion is committed to the
empowerment of women and
welfare of the girl child, and
would provide all support in
their endeavours.

Meanwhile, Safina Baig,
DDC Chairperson Baramulla
and Abhinav Sharma, former

President, J&K High Court
Bar Association also met the
Lt Governor and discussed
issues of public importance.

He assured the members of
the delegations to take up
their demands with concerned
authorities in the
Government.

Meanwhile, G M Shaheen,
president, JD(U) J&K called
on the Lt Governor and dis-
cussed a variety of issues per-
taining to the development of
the UT. He expressed his grat-
itude for the unprecedented
level of growth being recorded
in Tourism sector. The Lt
Governor while discussing the
issues and demands presented
before him said that all the
genuine demands would be
looked into for their early
redressal on merit.
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JAMMU: Dispelling notions
that his party is not happy
with the draft Delimitation
Commission proposal,
Jammu and Kashmir BJP
chief Ravinder Raina on
Sunday said concerns raised
by party activists and the
public have been noted and a
few suggestions are being
filed.

Raina dismissed the opposi-
tion outcry on the draft pro-
posal, saying it has become a
routine for parties like the
Congress, National
Conference and the PDP to
raise a question mark and
unleash propaganda on every
good work done to provide
justice to those marginalised
over the decades under their
rule.

"The Delimitation
Commission has done a com-

mendable job. 
They have gone through the

length and breadth and met
different political parties
besides leaders of various
social and religious organisa-
tions and panchayati raj
institution members, includ-
ing district and block develop-
ment council members,
before coming out with a
draft proposal," Raina told
PTI here.

He lauded the hard work of

the commission to provide
justice to the deprived areas
but said since the people in
some pockets have raised
their concerns, the BJP has
taken note of it and our
Parliament members will def-
initely put forth their con-
cerns before the commission
on February 14 to request for
a review.

"We have pacified the
protesting activists by assur-
ing them that their concerns
will be put forth before the
commission Suchetgarh is
located near the
International Border and the
people of the constituency
met with our parliamentari-
ans, expressing their desire to
keep the constituency intact,"
he said.

Among other things, he said
the BJP parliamentarians
will also plead for de-reserva-

tion of the R S Pura seat and
highlight the concerns of the
people of Poonch district,
where the commission has
reserved three seats for the
Scheduled Tribes, which was
against the aspirations of the
local people who wanted one
of the seats to be de-reserved.

The BJP leader said the
people of Poonch and Rajouri
districts are happy with their
re-alignment with the
Anantnag Lok Sabha con-
stituency.

"We will request the com-
mission to add Shopian in the
new constituency as the dis-
trict shares a geographic
boundary with Poonch and
Rajouri," he said.

Raina said he was thankful
to the Delimitation
Commission for creation of
the new constituencies, includ-
ing the Mata Vaishno Devi

assembly segment in Reasi
district, Trehgam in Kupwara
district and the Ramgarh
assembly segment along the
IB in Samba district as the
people there have faced depri-
vation over the years.

On the widespread protest
by opposition parties against
the draft proposal, he said the
Delimitation Commission has
done its work in a transpar-
ent manner and the BJP has
no role in its functioning.

"The people in general are
happy and satisfied. Only
vested interests are making
hue and cry and are unleash-
ing baseless propaganda. It
has become a habit for the
Congress, NC and the PDP
to oppose every good work
being done for the upliftment
for those who have faced
injustice during their rule,"
Raina said.

BJP happy with Delimitation Commission draft
proposal; filing some suggestions: Raina

DDC Chairperson, BBBP Abhiyan J&K In-charge,
former President BAJ, President JD(U) call on LG

Chairperson and Vice Chairpersons of BBBP Abhiyaan
J&K UT presenting a book to Lt Governor Manoj Sinha. 


