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JAMMU: Two-day training
programme on production of
Quality Spawn for Mushroom
Cultivation was held on
Wednesday at Mushroom
Unit, SKUAST-J here under
the aegis of State
Agricultural Management
and Extension Training
Institute (SAMETI).

The training programme
was held for the officers of
the Department of
Agriculture and Farmers
Welfare. The programme was
inaugurated by Dr. S.K.
Gupta, Director Extension,
SKUAST-Jammu and
Director SAMETI.

The trainees were given
hands-on training on various

aspects of quality spawn pro-
duction of different mush-
rooms.

During the training pro-
gramme special lectures and
practical sessions were held
on media and substrate
preparation for spawn pro-

duction. The participants

were exposed to the technical
advancements in the field of
spawn production like liquid
spawn. Interactive sessions
were held between the experts
and the participants in which
the participants clarified
their doubts on the quality
parameters of spawn and the
practical problems that they
encounter in spawn produc-
tion. The training pro-
gramme was coordinated by
Dr. Sachin Gupta, Associate
Professor and Course

Coordinator under the guid-
ance and convenorship of
Prof. Amrish Vaid, Head,
Division of Plant Pathology.
The participants of the train-
ing programme expressed
great satisfaction and hoped
for early establishment of
more spawn production labo-
ratories in the Union territo-
ry of Jammu and Kashmir so
that the dependency of mush-
room growers on spawn labo-
ratories of other states is
reduced.

Mushroom Cultivation: Training program on QSP held at SKUAST-J

Director Extension, SKUAST-J, Dr. S.K. Gupta interacting
with officials. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha, has
greeted the people on the
auspicious occasion of Sant
Guru Ravidas Jayanti.

In a message, the Lt
Governor said Guru Ji's
vision on humanism, social
equality, compassion and
justice have a great rele-
vance today.

"I bow to Sant Guru
Ravidas Ji on his Jayanti.

Guru Ji's eternal teachings
guided the humanity to lead

a virtuous and noble life.
His ideals to end all discrim-
ination based on caste,
colour and creed are a
source of inspiration for us
to create a just and humane
society," the Lt Governor
added.

May this auspicious occa-
sion bring sustained peace
and progress in the UT and
prosperity in the lives of the
people, prayed the Lt
Governor.

LG greets people on Guru Ravidas Jayanti
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SRINAGAR: Chief Secretary,
Dr. Arun Kumar Mehta on
Wednesday interacted with
representatives of Federation
Chamber of Industries
Kashmir (FCIK), who called
on him here at Civil
Secretariat.

During a marathon interac-
tion, a range of vital issues
pertaining to the industrial
sector were discussed in detail.

Principal Secretary,
Industries and Commerce
(I&C), Ranjan Prakash
Thakur; Director I&C,
Kashmir, Mehmood Ahmad
Shah and other officers of I&C
department also participated
in the interaction both in per-
son and through video confer-
encing.

The representatives of
FCIK sought devising a local
purchase policy mandating
procurement by the govern-
ment departments from local
MSME units to enable them
to survive in the market. They
also demanded clearance of
payments pending with the
government departments as
well as allotment of land to all
those bonafide prospective
entrepreneurs, who applied
for the same as per the
parameters prescribed by the
government. They also
demanded exemption of Bat
manufacturers and Pencil
makers from SRO-103,
besides ease of some clauses
in tendering procedure for
industrial unit holders of
J&K.

Responding to the issues
raised by the delegation, the
Chief Secretary reiterated
that the revival of the indus-
trial sector was the prime
objective of the LG adminis-
tration and several initiatives
have been taken for Ease of

Doing Business here. He
added that the government
was improving the use of
technology and digital means
in government departments
and in recent months over
200 services have been made
online bringing a significant
improvement in the services
delivery mechanism.

Dr. Mehta, while deliberat-
ing on the issues raised by the
FCIK representatives, direct-
ed   the I&C department to
draft a comprehensive pro-
posal for making the unit
holders competitive for gov-
ernment tenders. He further
directed to complete the
process of granting permis-
sion for industrial clusters.

While assessing the
progress of the industrial sec-
tor and proposed future
plans, the Chief Secretary
directed the I&C department
to initiate a research study to
decode the local industrial
potential and impediments
which hinder the progress of
this sector.

Regarding the issue of delay
in payments, the Chief
Secretary highlighted that
with the introduction of e-ten-
dering, BEAMS and PaySys,
the delay of payments within
government departments has
been reduced to a large
extent.

Dr. Mehta advised the rep-
resentatives to make use of
different digital platforms of
the J&K government
launched recently for better
service delivery both to the
public and business communi-
ty. While deliberating on
other issues raised by the
FCIK representatives, the
Chief Secretary assured them
that all their genuine
demands will be looked into
and resolved on priority.

CS interacts with 
representatives of FCIK
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SRINAGAR: The Deputy
Commissioner (DC) Srinagar,
Mohammad Aijaz Asad, who is
also the District Election
Officer(DEO) on Wednesday
reviewed the status of Electoral
Rolls and the measures taken
regarding Voter awareness con-
test in a meeting held here in
the meeting hall of DC Office
Complex. On the occasion,
threadbare deliberations were
held with regard to progress
and several parameters of
health of Electoral Rolls includ-
ing status of disposal of claims
and objections on ERO NET,
Demographic Similar Entries,
Photo Similar Entries, Photo
Coverage of Electoral Rolls,
Logical errors and Status of
AMF through Garuda App.

Besides, the meeting also dis-
cussed the measures being
taken regarding Voter
Awareness Contest recently
launched by Election
Commission of India to
enhance the participation in the
contest "My Vote is my Future-
Power of One Vote" to enhance
the participation in the Contest
under various categories like,
Quiz, Video Making Contest,
Song Contest, Poster Design
Contest, Slogan writing
Contest. On the occasion, the
District Election Officer said a
voter awareness contest
themed "My Vote is My Future:

Power of One Vote" has been
launched by the Election
Commission of India to lever-
age talent and creativity of citi-
zens and spread electoral
awareness. He said that the
Contest will not only harness
mass creativity but also gener-
ate valuable ideas for voter
awareness. The DEO asked the
AEROs and EROs to focus on
removing Photo similar entries
to achieve cent percent photo
coverage in the district. The
deficiency of AMF on Garuda
App within the next 10 days.
He also directed them to hold
meetings with concerned BLOs
regarding the spread of mass
awareness of the contest.

With regard to Special
Summary Revision(SSR), the
DEO asked for holding train-
ing of field staff by mater train-
ers so that best practices are
adopted. Similarly, the
Education Department was
asked to take necessary meas-
ures for organizing the contest.
He directed for ensuring school
wise details of the participants
in the context. The meeting
among others was attended by
Additional Deputy
Commissioner Srinagar, Faz-
lul Haseeb, Deputy District
Election Officer, Sandeep
Singh Bali, Electoral
Registration Officers, Assistant
Electoral Registration Officers
and Nodal officer SVEEP.

DEO Srinagar reviews status of Electoral
Rolls, Voter Awareness contests

Chief Secretary, Dr. Arun Mehta interacting with 
representatives of FCIK.


