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SMVDSB organises refresher course for Pujaris

m STATE TIMES NEWS
KATRA: With a view to
sharpen the skills and to
build up updated capacities
in conducting religious ritu-
als/ practices and other cere-
monies of Pujaris of Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine
Board (SMVDSB), a 10
days well designed refresher
course for Pujaris com-
menced today at Bhawan
which will conclude on 25th
February 2022.

Noteworthy that, besides
carrying out Puja at Holy
Cave Shrine, these Pujaris
are entrusted with imparting
religious instructions & infor-
mation to the pilgrims.

The training shall be
imparted on Ritualistic Skills
by 10 experts from well
renowned institutions of
Kashi, Varanasi in collabora-
tion  with Chudamani
Sanskrit Sansthan, Basohli,
Kathua.
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Pujaris attending refresher course being organised by SMVDSB at Katra.

The refresher course shall
cover 30 Pujaris in two
batches of 15 Pujaris each
with focus on the specific rit-
uals, mantras & practices
that a Pujari needs to master
besides, highly specific and
professional approach about
their Pujan Vidhi.

The main training contents
includes Kalp Sahit
Paurohitya, Sanatan Dharm,
Achar, Vyavahar, Jap, Tap,
Daan, Devee/Devta Stuti,
Panchagavya , Pranayam ,

Vastr  Dhaaran, Shikha
Bandhan, Aasan Vichaar, Jal
Shuddhi, Sthaan Shuddhi,
Suktas, Stotras, Shlokas,
Mantras, Shraaddh
Parichay, Tarpan,
Panchamahaayagy, Hawan,
Poornahuti, and Prasad
Grahan ete.

Ramesh Kumar, Chief
Executive Officer said that
these continuous learning
and refresher programs not
only improve the energy level
of the participants but also

Poonch Admn mulls major crackdown
to curb illegal mining

m STATE TIMES NEWS

POONCH: District Administration Poonch on
‘Wednesday decided to launch a major crackdown
against illegal mining and Stone Crushers run-
ning on state land and in violation of preseribed
norms.  Deputy Commissioner; Inder Jeet has
directed the District Mineral Officer to lodge FIR
against persons found indulging in illegal extrac-
tion of minor minerals and to install boards at
prominent places to notify rates of minor miner-
als. Chairing a meeting of the Multi
Departmental District Level Task Force in his
office chamber here today, he directed to evict
stone erushers built on state land and said sealing
of those running without GST bill.

The meeting also discussed the implementation
of notified rate of minor mineral and E-Auction
of minor mineral Blocks in the district.

The Deputy Commissioner impressed upon the

Task Foree to work in close coordination and liai-
son for checking illegal mining in the district. He
asked the SSP Poonch to provide all possible sup-
port to the checking squads to put in place a
robust and formidable mechanism to tighten
noose around the perpetrators.

The Irrigation Department was also asked to
keep a close check on illegal extraction from the
river beds and immediately report the matter to
enforcement agencies on seeing any such activity.

The meeting was attended by Senior
Superintendent of Police, Rohit Baskotra;
Additional Deputy Commissioner, Dr. Basharat
Hussain; Assistant Commissioner Revenue,
Zaheer Ahmed Kaifi; DFO(T),
District Mining Officer; Javid Igbal, besides
other concerned officers.

Suresh Manda,

Delegations meet Dr Farooq, discuss organisational affair

NC President Dr Farooq Abdullah
interacting with delegation members.

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Exhorting cadre to
gear up for the big challenge
faced to Jammu and Kashmir
and to work for further
strengthening the National
Conference at every level,
President Dr Farooq Abdullah
on Wednesday said the party is
committed to assuage the urges
and aspirations of every seg-
ment of the society in all the
regions and sub-regions.
Interacting various delega-
tions and welcoming new
entrants into the party at a
brief funcetion here, Dr Farooq
Abdullah said that the National

people and help them seek
redressal to their problems.
‘Welcoming the new entrants,
Dr Farooq Abdullah said the
National Conference is a mass
movement which has been
devoted to the service of the
people of Jammu and Kashmir
for decades. He said the party
is a natural destination for all
those public spirited political
workers who want to steer
Jammu and Kashmir to peace,
progress and development.
Provincial President Rattan
Lal Gupta, Sheikh Bashir
Ahmed Provincial Secretary,
Khalid Najeeb Suharwardy

President YNC, Pyare Lal,
Pardeep Bali, Tanveer Ahmed
Kichloo District President
Kishtwar, Sajjad Shaheen,
District President Ramban
discussed the organizational
issues. The delegations which
called on Dr Farooq Abdullah
included Sunil Verma District
President Udhampur along
with other office bearers,
Naresh Bittu District
President Jammu Rural B
along with office bearers,
Sudagar Chand Gupta District
President Samba alongwith
Block Presidents and Youth
leaders headed by Sandeep
Singh Central Zone President
YNC, Tejinder Singh District
President Jammu YNC.

Those who joined the NC
included  Ajay  Sharma
Sarpanch, Rajneesh Sharma
Panch, Kuldeep Kumar Naib
Sarpanch and  Mohd Igbal
from Udhampur. Other present
include Arif Mir, Ashiq Ali,
Inayatullah District President
OBC Cell Udhampur, Ch.
Mohd Gani District President
ST Cell, Block President Ashok

creates a resonating effect on
the fellow employees who
shall be trained.

Dr. Sunil Sharma, Joint
Chief Executive Officer,
SMVDSB while deliberating
on various aspects of the
refresher course hoped that
this  will reinforce and
upgrade participants' exist-
ing knowledge and religious
skills.

The experts included
Professor Rajaneesh Kumar
Shukla, Mahatma Gandhi

Antarrashtriya Hindi
Vishwavidyalaya, Wardha,
Maharashtra; Prof. Madan
Mohan  Jha,  Director,

Central Sanskrit University,
Kot Bhalwal, Jammu; Prof.

Vyas  Mishra, Varanasi;
Acharya  Shri  Abhishek
Upadhyay, Principal,
Chudamani Sanskrit
Sansthan, Basohli, Kathua,
Dr. Manikan Mishra,

Varanasi; Acharya Vageesh

Swaroop,  Varanasi; Dr.
Lekhraj Upadhayay,
Varanasi; Prof. Ramraj
Upadhaya, Delhi; Dr.
Ashwani  Pandey, UDP;
Acharya Mehendra

Upadhyay, Vishwasthali and
Acharya Rakesh Sharma,
Vishwasthali.

Bappi Lehri dies at 69
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645th Jayanti of Guru Ravidas celebrated
w1th religious fervor

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Prominent BJP
leader Devender Singh
Rana on  Wednesday
exhorted the people to
inculcate a spirit of self-
lessness and righteous-
ness as preached by saints
and sages, saying fellow
feelings hold key to har-
monious growth of socie-
ty.

Paying rich tributes to
great saint and social
reformer Guru Ravidas on
his Jayanti at a largely
attended congregation at
Guru Ravidas Sabha,
Krishna Nagar, Rana said
that best way of celebrat-
ing the occasion is to take
a pledge to follow the
teachings of Guru in let-
ter and spirit and work
for building a society
based on natural prinei-
ples of social justice,
equality, compassion, love
and togetherness. Rana
said the relevance of the
teaching of the great
saint and philosopher
assume significance now,
as never before, since the
society at large is con-
fronted with a challenge
to achieve objective of
social justice and equi-
table opportunities of
progress and development
to all. Dwelling upon life
and teachings of Guru,
Rana recalled his eventful
life and said that he
emerged as a beacon light
at a time when society
was engulfed by darkness.
President Guru Ravidas
Sabha, Piran Ditta felici-
tated Rana.

Those who accompanied
Devender Rana included

Baba Chanchal Singh,
Joginder Lal, Ramesh
Kumar, Ashok Kumar,

Promznent BJP leader Devender Rana paying obesiance to Guru Ravidas and other dignitaries celebrating
Guru Ravidas Jayanti at S.G.R Gurdwara Bishnah.

and Arjun Singh while
others present on the
occasion included former
Chief Secretary B R
Kundal, DDC Member
Taranjeet Singh Tony,
Rakesh Wazir, Raj Kumar
Raja, Mulkh Raj, Avtar
Singh, Darshan Rana,
Dr Raj Paul Hans,
Ramesh Hans and
Deepak Bangotra.

JKPCC Working
President, Raman Bhalla
also attended the function
and said that best way of
celebrate the occasion is
to take a pledge to follow
his teachings in letter and
spirit and work for build-
ing a society based on the
natural principles of
social justice, equality,
compassion, love and
togetherness.

"Those were the times
when fellow human beings
were being discriminated
on basis of caste and
creed", said Bhalla refer-
ring to the great role
played by Guru Ravidas
in ensuring that all seg-
ments of the society live
with honour and dignity.
Former Chief Secretary B
R Kundal called for
strengthening the bonds
of amity and working

Sanatan Dharam Sabha
also celebrated Guru
Ravidas Jayanti in
Jammu. Sahil Maharaj
presided over the function
while Addl. Advocate
General Ranjit Singh
Jamwal was the Chief
Guest and Ramesh Lal,
President Guru Ravi Dass
Sabha Gangyal, ex-
President S S Jain Sabha
Varinder Kumar Jain and
President Arya Pratinidhi

Sabha, Arun Choudhary
were the Guests of
Honour.

During the programme
speakers emphasised on
bringing positive change
in the society and also
emphasised on spirit of
amity and brotherhood,
which is equally relevant

at present as  well.
President Sanatan
Dharam Sabha
Parshotam Dadichi, Vice

President Arun Gupta,
Vice President Shakti
Dutt Sharma, General
Secretary Parbhat Singh,
Secretary Pawan Baru,
Joint Secretaries Dalip

Gupta and Subash
Kumar, Treasure Sanjay
Gupta, Vice Treasure
Ashok Kumar, Building

Incharge Koushal Kumar,

were also present during
the function.

Jammu & Kashmir
Bharatiya Janata Party
led by party President
Ravinder Raina celebrat-
ed Guru Ravidas Jayanti
at party headquarter,
Trikuta Nagar, Jammu.
The programme was
organised by J&K BJP
SC Morcha, led by J&K
BJP SC Morcha Prabhari
Jaidev Rajwal and J&K
BJP SC Morcha
President Prof Gharu
Ram Bhagat. DDC
Chairperson Bharat
Bhushan, J&K BJP
Spokesperson Balbir Ram
Rattan, former MLA
Neelam Langeh and other
senior party leaders also
paid respect to the great
saint of Bhakti period.

Ravinder Raina, while
paying tributes to Guru
Ravidas, threw light on
his teachings and life.
"Guru Ravidas was born
in Seer Govardhanpur vil-
lage of Uttar Pradesh in
an underprivileged family.
An advocate of human
rights, he was a progres-
sive thinker who spread a
message  of  equality
through his poems and
teachings, based on spiri-

Bhushan, Morcha
Prabhari Jaidev Rajwal,
J&K BJP Spokesperson
Balbir Ram Rattan and
former MLA Neelam
Langeh also spoke on the
occasion.

Others present on the
occasion included Rakesh
Sangral, Mohinder
Bhagat, Sharda, Nidhi, M
L Rao, Adarsh Jathiar, M
L Menia, Yashpaul

Shivgotra, Bishan Das,
Nagarmal, Rajkumar, F C
Bhagat, Ashwani,
Raghunandan, Bahur
Lal, Seema Devi and R D
Thappa.

Meanwhile, 645th

Prakash of Guru Ravidas
was celebrated with reli-

gions fervour at S.G.R
Gurudwara Bishnah in
which all the devotees
paid tribute to Guru
Ravidas.

Vice President Surinder
Devgodha apprised the
gathering to follow the
path which has been laid
by Guruji so that our
society will be educated
and responsible

President Sardari Lal,
General Secretary,
Madan Lal Thappa, were
also present during the
function Chairman R.C

Conference is deeply rooted in
every nook and corner, and the
cadre must reach out to the

Vice President,
Kour Ex-MLC, Swaran Lata
Ex-MLA, Ajaz Jan Provincial

Deepinder
Mehra, Pavitra

Channaram Sethi and others.

Ram Ditta, Ajay Kumar,
Joginder, Ajral Singh,
Pardeep, Rajinder Kumar

Singh,

towards achieving objec-
tive of social empower-
ment.

Co-ordinator Sanjay tuality," he added. Bassan Guru Ravidas
Koushal and Math Prof Gharu Ram, DDC Sabha Bishnah was also
Pramukh Sanjay Koul Chairperson Bharat present.

PM Narendra Modi in 2019 opened way for fair Delimitation for UT of J&K

» PM Modi has done his job in 2019 and now it is for DC to do a fair Delimitation «

» Task with DC for UT of J&K is very challenging since it needs serious corrections to earlier wrongs «
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ndia, that is Bharat, is a Sovereign

Socialist ~ Secular ~ Democratic

Republic that is a Union of States
and has adopted Parliamentary System
of Governance (Lok Sabha / Lower
House/ House of People and Rajay
Sabha/Upper House). States of the
Union too have a Legislature with a
Legislative  Assembly (constituted
through direct election) and some
states also have a Legislative Council
(constituted through indirect election
like AP, Bihar, Karnataka,
Maharashtra, UP, Telangana, and
ofcourse erstwhile State of J&K also
had one). The erstwhile State of J&K
had both Legislative Assembly as well as
Legislative Council and UT of J&K will
be having only a Legislative Assembly
like UTs of Delhi and UT of
Puducherry. The nominal head of a
State / UT is Governor/ LlG who has to
2o with the advice of the council of
Ministers headed by Chief Minister of
State/ UT who is power head of the
Government and who has to be a mem-
ber of Legislature from the political
party/ group that has majority in the
Legislative Assembly (and the ministers
to assist the Chief Minister too have to
be members of legislature).

So the plans/decisions regarding
administrative, economic, developmen-
tal and like needs/ preferences/ require-
ments of the people of a region/ area/
segment do depend on the level of repre-
sentation of people in the Legislature.
The continued backwardness/ underde-
velopment / fallouts in tourism trade /

o® @

ete could surely be seen in inadequate
voice / representation in the Legislature.
So, the marking of the Constituencies of
a Legislative Assembly for direct elee-
tion of MLA segments (single member
segments) of a Legislative Assembly is
of great significance.

No doubt a MLA in a Legislative
Assembly has to represent the 'people'
but for assigning a MLLA constituency
to a particular number of people and the
area they live in, the population/ number
of people has not been constitutionally
considered as the only & dominant
parameter for locating / setting geo-
graphical limits of a Constituency, the
principle enshrined in the J&K
Representation of the Peoples Act 1957,
Section- 4, Sub Section -2, People Act of
1957 ( {Section- 4, Sub Section -2,
Clause a(i) : Population , a (il ) :
Geographical Compactness, a ( iii)
:Nature of Terrain ,a ( iv) : Facilities of
Communication, a ( v): And like consid-
erations ) /Delimitation Act 2002 of
Parliament Section-9.1(a) / Act No. 34
of 2019 Sub- Section-2 of Section-60
(the Election Commission shall have
regard to the following provisions,
namely:- (a) all the constituencies shall
be single-member constituencies; (b) all
constituencies shall, as far as practica-
ble, be geographically compact areas,
and in delimiting them, regard shall be
had to physical features, existing bound-
aries of administrative units, facilities of
communication and conveniences to the
public;) was/ is has been in a way spirit-
ed to provide a representative of near-
ness in time & distance to the voter citi-
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But as regards limiting
and locating a
Parliamentary con-

stituency (Liok Sabha

A Look
through
the Mist

leaderships holding reins of
governance  for having
unfairly treated these areas
by fabricating the delimita-
tions for J&K Legislative

MP) the considerations / deciding
parameters are not so closely like that
for MILA which could be very well seen
from the data on the vote value of a MP
and that of a MLLA for the election of
President of India where the MPs of all
states carry same vote value (presently
708 but the MLAs of different States
carry different vote values based on the
average population per constituency in a
state i.e for UP it is presently 208, for
Jharkhand it is 178 , for J&K it was 78,
for HP it is 51 and for Sikkim it is only
7).Vote value is directly related to aver-
age population per MLA constituency
for a State/ UT.

Those who may be believing that pop-
ulation is prime factor should with cool
mind try to understand why a MLA
from Uttar Pradesh voting in
Presidential Election carries a vote
value of 208 and that from J&K carried
a vote value of just 72?. No doubt as per
Indian law delimitation of assembly con-
stituencies is listed for conduct after a
ten yearly census where population is a
factor but primary consideration of pop-
ulation there is as regards determining
the number of constituencies to be
reserved for SC/ ST and locating these
constituencies.

Often accusations are made by the
people of the distant and backward
areas of J&K most of which lie outside
Kashmir Valley on the governments/
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Assembly more in favour of areas in
Kashmir Valley right since day one itself
there by making their voice week in
Legislature / government and their liv-
ing with continued backwardness/ under
development. And it could be observed /
can be observed by any rationally think-
ing mind that the principles / parame-
ters / guidelines as laid down in law for
deciding location/ limits of a MILA seg-
ment have been mostly violated while
delimiting the MLA segments and the
representation in the legislature to the
areas outside Kashmir valley has not
been fairly allocated.

No doubt with the passage of time the
awareness amongst the unfairly treated
areas outside Kashmir valley had been
growing , so fearing that the J&K
Government which had valley domina-
tion managed to get the J&K constitu-
tion amended {Section-47 (3)} through
29th Constitutional Amendment Act so
as to block any process for fresh delimi-
tation of MLLA segments of Legislative
Assembly  upto atleast 2031. The
Governments in Delhi too had been sup-
porting the local State governments for
unfair treatment to some areas/ people
( particularly from areas outside
Kashmir valley) in the legislature and
even in administration.

Any how it has been after change of
guards in New Delhi after 2014 ie.
installation of BJP lead NDA-III

Government  with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi holding the reins that
very intimate attention has been paid to
the affairs of J&K including providing
to people of distant and backward areas
their fair representation in the
Legislature by enactment of The
Jammu and Kashmir Reorganisation
Act of 2019, Act No 34 0f 2019 where
under channels for fresh Delimitation
of Single Member Assembly Segments
of UT of J&K after Oct 31-10-2019
have been opened  taking into consid-
eration census 2011 data where ever
needed. And it was in March 2020 that
Delimitation Commission with retired
Js. Ranjana Prakash Desai as
Chairperson was appointed and process
is now on. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has done his job and now it is for
the commission to complete the task of
a fair delimitation in J&K after 7
decades.

The Delimitation Commission has
shared some drafts with the associate
members on 20 December 2021 and 4th
February 2022 as per media reports
which do reflect that the commission is
serious on the assigned task but the cor-
rections that could be read from official
reports are surely encouraging but still
are half way. But it can be still hoped
that since the associate members have
to put their observations on drafts
before the commission where in more
information may be provided to commis-
sion worth making more corrections and
then after considering the suggestions
of Associate Members once again com-
mission shall be publishing the revised

drafts in the gazette inviting sugges-
tions/ comments/ objections from gener-
al public by a fixed date and only after
receiving public suggestions the DC
shall make final orders. So there is
enough scope for more changes of bet-
terment in the Delimitation exercise
being done by DC .

Ofcourse the job with DC for correct-
ing earlier wrongs where the areas out-
side Kashmir valley that had more elect-
ed MLCs had been given by earlier
delimitation Commissions lesser MLAs
than Kashmir valley is very challenging.
DC will have to work on ground.It is
here that the Associate Members ( MPs
from J&K , although they do not have
any voting right ) and Election
Commissioner of J&K do have added
responsibility to see that other members
of DC are provided fair and adequate
view of the ground data to enable them
have real feel of the requirements of the
areas in terms of the guidelines laid in
the relevant laws for delimitation of the
MLA segments of a Legislative
Assembly  so as to provide a represen-
tative of nearness in time & distance to
the voter citizen through a fair exercise
for which people have been very hope-
fully hoping after Prime Minister did his
job of clearing the way for fresh delimi-
tation in 2019. No doubt the wrongs of
the past if corrected would also disturb
some innocent peoplein J&K but one
day the real face has to be placed before
the mirror. To be Contd

(The author is Sr Journalist & lead-
ing scribe J&K affairs
dayasagr45@yahoo.com).



