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JAMMU: In Jammu and
Kashmir economy is predomi-
nately agriculture dependent
and nearly 70% of population is
directly or indirectly engaged in
agricultural and allied activi-
ties. The J&K government
works on a vision on daily basis
to look beyond subsistence agri-
culture by leveraging special
agro-climatic conditions of the
Union Territory for securing
high returns to the farmers
from transformed and modern
sustainable and inclusive agri-
culture interventions.  The mis-
sion of J&K Administration is
to secure a complete transfor-
mation in the lives and outlook
of the farmers of the UT from
subsistence to modern, vibrant
and high return agriculture by
the end of year 2023. As a part
of agricultural mechanization
support to the farmers for broad-
er economic transformation,
Lieutenant Governor of J&K
handed over sanction letters for
100 tractors to the farmers and
1035 threshers for panchayats.
The government is also setting
up Custom Hiring centres and
Farm Machinery Banks in differ-
ent parts of the union territory.
As many as 151 custom hiring
centres and 122 farm machinery
banks have been started so far. 

Moreover till recent months,
Direct financial assistance has
been provided to 11.7 lakh
farmers through the Kissan
Credit Card and incentives
worth Rs. 1,706 crore have
been disbursed to more than a
million beneficiaries under the
PM-KISAN scheme.

Extending Technology bene-
fits to farmers, the government
distributed Paddy/Maize
threshers to 3000 Panchayats

which will be distributed to all
Panchayats soon. Also, 1.29
lakh soil samples being tested
during current year, 56,426 soil
health cards (SHCs) have been
distributed besides more than 1
lakh quintals of quality seed has
also been distributed among
farmers. Under National
Saffron Mission, irrigation
infrastructure inclusive of
sprinkler system has been
started which is connected to
126 deep production wells. As a
result of this, around 2578.75
hectares of land stands rejuve-
nated till date. The implemen-
tation of Mission has also
ensured substantial increase in
the crop yields from 1.88 kg/Ha
to 4.5 kg/Ha.  G.I. tagging for
Saffron and Guchi (Wild
Mushroom) of Doda has given
remarkable strides to acclaimed
Saffron of Kashmir in interna-
tional market.

Similarly, other remarkable
achievements like Lal Mirch
harvested on 1182 Ha, Sweet
Corn harvested on 160
Ha(6105 Qtl), Exotic vegetable
has been harvested over 125
Ha and others have generated
massive returns for the farm-
ers.

Online registration certifica-
tion has also started in J&K to
facilitate registration and
ensure growth in organic farm-
ing. For the first time in history,
2000 trucks of vegetables have
been exported from J&K to
other parts of the country. J&K
has achieved top position in the
entire country with a yield of 70
quintals per hectare of paddy.

Moreover, 60,000 hectares of
basmati agriculture land is
being converted into high pro-
ductivity land. In last one year,
a record 5400 metric tonnes of

mushroom and 22,182 quintals
of honey has been produced.
Kisan Credit Cards have been
made available to more than 11
lakh 60 thousand farmers.

Jammu is also going to have a
collection/procurement centre
next year. To provide market for
Kashmiri Saffron, National
Agricultural Cooperative
Marketing Federation of India

(NAFED) has decided that it
will sell Kashmiri Saffron at all
its outlets across the country,
thereby providing another
option to the farmers to sell
their produce at attractive
prices. Apart from saffron,
Jammu and Kashmir is num-
ber one in the whole country in
the production of apple, walnut
and almond and the upcoming

industries in the food process-
ing sector will help farmers
income to grow manifold in the
coming days. As agriculture
sector is the driving force of
J&Ks economy, the reforms
brought by the J&K govern-
ment in the recent months for
the development and progres-
sion of agriculture sector are
yielding encouraging results.
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