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Efforts underway to...
The Lt Governor asked the concerned officers to explore all possibilities for extend-

ing financial handholding to the eligible beneficiaries through various government
schemes and interventions.

MK Jain, Deputy Governor Reserve Bank of India highlighted the importance of
increasing the presence of banks for greater financial inclusion.  He informed that
the implementation of Government Sponsored Schemes is monitored through the
UT level Bankers' Committee at periodic intervals.

Discussions were also held regarding creation of banking infrastructure, stream-
lining the working of District cooperatives and other banking cooperative societies,
effective utilization of funds under NABARD schemes, concerns of the Industries &
Commerce sector, availability of banking services, Micro Finance Institutions and
NBFCs, and other important issues.

Atal Dulloo, Additional Chief Secretary, Finance Department;  Baldev Prakash,
Managing Director & CEO, J&K Bank; Kamal P. Patnaik, Regional Director, RBI;
Nitishwar Kumar, Principal Secretary to the Lt Governor;  Ranjan Prakash Thakur,
Principal Secretary to Government, Industries & Commerce Department ( through
virtual mode) and other senior officers attended the meeting at Raj Bhawan. 

Suspected LeT terrorist...
joint checkpoint in the area," a police spokesman said.

During checking of pedestrians and vehicles, Danish, upon noticing the joint
forces, tried to flee towards the orchards but was apprehended tactfully by the alert
party, he said. Incriminating materials, arms and ammunition, including a pistol
and a grenade, were recovered from his possession. Preliminary investigation
revealed that the accused is working at the behest of Pakistan-based Lashkar han-
dlers Samama alias Ali and Hilal Sheikh, the spokesman said. Shah was currently
arranging travel documents to visit Pakistan for obtaining specialised arms train-
ing, he said.

Patwari suspended for...
with immediate effect and shall remain attached with the office of SDM Bijbehara. 
Tehsildar Bijbehara has been directed to conduct an inquiry into the matter and

submit a detailed report within 10 days.

DDMA likely to...
the Covid situation in the city. The Chamber of Trade and Industry (CTI), an

association of traders in Delhi, has written a letter to DDMA Chairman and
Lieutenant Governor Anil Baijal demanding that a meeting of the DDMA should be
convened at the earliest.

"If Covid cases and the infection rate are decreasing in the capital, then the rest of
the restrictions should be completely removed," the organisation has said.

"There has been a positivity rate of less than one per cent in Delhi. On Monday,
only 360 new cases of the coronavirus came. Beds are lying vacant in hospitals. The
wave of the coronavirus in Delhi is nearing its end," said CTI chairman Brijesh
Goyal and president Subhash Khandelwal.

Currently, there is night curfew from 11 pm to 5 am that causes a lot of problems.
Shops in Delhi markets are allowed to open till 8 pm. Its time should also increase,
they said. Goyal said that people associated with the event and exhibition industry
are also worried. They are unable to work, he said.

Delhi BJP president Adesh Gupta has also written to Baijal requesting him to
allow visitors in temples and other religious places. Currently religious places are
permitted to open without visitors.

COVID: 137 new... 
said. The Union Territory has recorded 228 Covid-related deaths -- 168 in Leh and

60 in Kargil, they said, adding that no death was reported on Monday.
As many as 52 patients -- 37 in Leh and 15 in Kargil -- were cured and discharged

from hospitals, taking the overall recoveries to 27,318, they said.
Of the new cases, 24 were from Leh and eight from Kargil district, they said,

adding that 1,218 sample reports were found negative in Ladakh.

Two charge-sheets filed...
accused, Sajad Ahmad and Mohd Saleem, and the juvenile were charged under

sections 120-B (criminal conspiracy) and 326-A (voluntarily causing grievous hurt
by use of acid) of the IPC.

Earlier, Inspector General of Police (Kashmir) Vijay Kumar had told PTI that the
investigation is nearly complete and they would soon conclude the process by filing
a charge sheet in this case.

He had appealed to girls and their parents to inform the police at an early stage if
any miscreant is stalking or harassing them so that action can be taken.

Giving a rundown of the probe into the incident, Senior Superintendent of Police
(Srinagar) Rakesh Balwal, a 2012-batch IPS officer from Manipur, had said, As we
received the information (about the incident), a special team was immediately con-
stituted and we were able to nab the culprits within 24 hours of the shocking inci-
dent.

In her police statement, the woman gave details of the clothes worn by the accused.
A police team rushed to the residence of the accused and found those clothes con-
cealed in a bed cavity, he said.

Initially, the main accused gave wishy-washy answers to police on the procurement
of sulfuric acid. After he finally named the shop from where he got the acid, it was
sealed for violating the Supreme Court guidelines on the storage and sale of acids.

The main accused tried to mislead us on the procurement of acid, claiming that he
had taken it out from the battery of his inverter at home, but a search conducted at
his residence negated his theory.

Finally, he gave us the name of his friend who used to work in a repair shop and
our police team nabbed him too, said Balwal, who was recently appointed as SSP
(Srinagar) and has worked on various cases in Jammu and Kashmir, including the
Pulwama terror attack, during his stint with the National Investigation Agency.

The police accessed CCTV footage from shops around the area where the incident
took place to nail the culprits in the case, he said.

Court awards life...
carried by him hit his brother-in-law, namely Arshad Ali while fire opened by

accused Mohammad Shafi hit a labourer, while Abdul Rashid attacked them with an
Axe. When hue and cry was raised, all six accused fled from the spot along with
weapons. 

The team rushed to the spot thereafter proceeded to hospital where it was
informed that injured Shamas Din had succumbed to injuries while Arshad Ali has
been admitted in GMC hospital Jammu and injured labourer had been admitted to
Govt Hospital Gandhi Nagar, Jammu for treatment. Subsequently, offence under
section 302 of RPC was also added in FIR.

2nd Additional Sessions Judge Jammu Rajinder Sapru after hearing APP D P
Singh for the UT whereas Adv R K Kotwal and Adv S C Sharma for accused

observed that a bare perusal of the aggravating circumstance of the case suggest
that it is not fulfilling requirement for qualifying as the rarest of rare case, there-
fore, the only option available to the Court is to award the alternate punishment to
convicts for commission of offence under section 302 RPC. "I have also considered
aggravating and mitigating circumstances for awarding sentences to accused per-
son for commission of other offences. As such convict Bashir Ahmad was sentenced
for commission of offence under sections 302/149 of RPC, imprisonment for life and
for fine of Rs 20,000/- and in default of payment of fine to imprisonment for a fur-
ther period of 6 months, for commission of offence under sections 307/149 of RPC
to rigorous imprisonment for a period 7 years and fine of Rs 10,000/- and in default
of payment to undergo imprisonment for a further period of  3 months, for commis-
sion of offence under sections 326/149 of RPC to rigorous imprisonment for period
of 7 years and also for fine of Rs 5,000 and in default of payment of fine to under-
go imprisonment for a further period of 3 months, for commission of offence under
sections 323/149 of RPC to simple imprisonment for a period of 3 months and also
for fine of Rs 1,000 and in default of payment of fine to imprisonment for a further
period of one month, for commission of offence under section 452 of RPC to simple
imprisonment for a period of 3 years and fine of Rs 3,000/- and in default of pay-
ment of fine shall undergo imprisonment for a further period of one month, for com-
mission of offence under section 148 RPC to imprisonment for 2 years and fine of
Rs 5,000 and in default of payment of fine for imprisonment for a further period of
two months, for commission of offences under 27(1) of Arms Act to imprisonment
for 4 years and also to fine of Rs 5000 and in default of payment of fine to under-
go imprisonment for a further period of 3 months and for commission of offences
under 30 of Arms Act to imprisonment for 3 months and also to fine of Rs 1000 and
in default of payment of fine to undergo imprisonment for a further period of a
month," the Court observed.

According to the court that convicts Abdul Majeed, Javid Ahmad and Mohammad
Shafi are each sentenced for commission of offence under sections 302/149 of RPC
imprisonment for life and for fine of Rs 20,000 and in default of payment of fine to
imprisonment for a further period of 6 months, for commission of offence under sec-
tions 307/149 of RPC to rigorous imprisonment for a period 7 years and for fine of
Rs 10,000/- and in default of payment to undergo imprisonment for a further peri-
od of 3 months, for commission of offence under sections 326/149 of RPC to rigor-
ous imprisonment for period of 7 years and also for fine of Rs 5,000/- and in default
of payment of fine to undergo imprisonment for a further period of 3 months, for
commission of offence under sections 323/149 of RPC to simple imprisonment for
a period of 3 months and also for fine of Rs 1,000 and in default of payment of fine
to imprisonment for a further period of one month, for commission of offence under
sections 452/149 of RPC to simple imprisonment for a period of 3 years and fine of
Rs 3,000 and in default of payment of fine shall undergo imprisonment for a fur-
ther period of one month, for commission of offence under section 148 of RPC to
imprisonment for 2 years and fine of Rs 5,000 and in default of payment of fine for
imprisonment for a further period of two months, for commission of offences under
27(1) of Arms Act to imprisonment for 4 years and also to fine of Rs 5000 and in
default of payment of fine to undergo imprisonment for a further period of 3 months
and for commission of offences under 25(IB)(a) of Arms Act to imprisonment for 3
years and also to fine of Rs 5000 and in default of payment of fine to undergo
imprisonment for a further period of 1 month.

According to the Court that convict Mohammad Rashid is convicted as for com-
mission of offence under sections 302/149 of RPC imprisonment for life and for fine
of Rs 20,000/- and in default of payment of fine to imprisonment for a further peri-
od of 6 months, for commission of offence under sections 307/149 of RPC to rigor-
ous imprisonment for a period 7 years and for fine of Rs 10,000 and in default of
payment to undergo imprisonment for a further period of 3 months, for commission
of offence under sections 326/149 of RPC to rigorous imprisonment for period of 7
years and also for fine of Rs 5,000 and in default of payment of fine to undergo
imprisonment for a further period of 3 months, for commission of offence under sec-
tions 323/149 of RPC to simple imprisonment for a period of 3 months and also for
fine of Rs 1,000 and in default of payment of fine to imprisonment for a further
period of one month, for commission of offence under section 452 of RPC to simple
imprisonment for a period of 3 years and fine of Rs 3,000 and in default of payment
of fine shall undergo imprisonment for a further period of one month, for commis-
sion of offence under section 148 of RPC to imprisonment for 2 years and fine of
Rs 5,000 and in default of payment of fine for imprisonment for a further period of
two months and for commission of offences under 30 of Arms Act to imprisonment
for 3 months and also to fine of Rs 1000 and in default of payment of fine to under-
go imprisonment for a further period of a month. Court further ordered that all the
sentences awarded to the accused persons shall run concurrently.

Terrorist associate arrested...
investigations revealed that Naikoo was working as an over ground worker of TRF

and was assigned the task to carry out a grenade attack in the city, they said.
He was booked under the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act and Explosive

Substances Act, the officials said, adding that he was being questioned.
Some more arrests and recoveries are expected at his disclosure. 

Ex-Minister Bukhari...
Rana, the younger brother of Union Minister Jitendra Singh, had resigned from

the post of provincial president (Jammu) of National Conference along with party
colleague S S Slathia in October last year and joined the BJP.

J&K Bank wins...
providing satisfaction to all of us, such recognition for hard-work from prestigious

platforms also raises expectations of all our stakeholders. And with full faith in your
capacities, I hope together in future, we will excel further and keep providing our
stakeholders occasions to cheer and feel proud of this premier financial institution",
he added.

Notably, the bank contributed around 50 pc to the total achievement under
PMEGP Scheme in the entire north India, which ranked first among all the regions
in the implementation of the scheme. Pertinent to mention, the Bank recently
bagged the 'Best Digital Financial Inclusion Initiatives' Award, second position in
'Best IT Risk & Cyber Security Initiatives' at Indian Bank's Association's 17th
Annual Banking Technology Conference and Awards: 2020-21 and 4th Position in
Khadi India Awards from Ministry of MSME (GoI) for PMEGP implementation in
the country.

Dulloo launches new...
be defaulter of taxes department under different acts governing J&K.

The policy has also framed timelines under which different activities of bidding
would be carried out and a bidder has to deposit the bid amount in a period of 10
working days. The successful bidder would also be given the license after receiving
clearance from the concerned District Magistrate in a period of 15 days only.

On the occasion, Commissioner Excise, K S Chib; Commissioner, Sales Tax,
Showkat Aijaz Bhat; Director General Codes, SL Pandita and other officers and
officials of the twin departments were present.

Meanwhile, Atal Dulloo in presence of Commissioner, State Taxes, Showkat Aijaz

Bhat, released GST
Audit Manual dur-
ing a book release
function held at
Excise and Taxation
C o m p l e x ,
Pa n a m a c h o w k ,
Jammu.

ACS emphasized
that the Goods and
Service Tax is a
trust base regime
wherein the taxpay-
ers are required to
self assess their tax
liabilities and file
the return. To
ensure whether the
taxpayer has made
correct declaration
regarding his liabili-
ty the concept of
audit plays a pivotal
role in determining
the same, he added.

The process of audit involves examination of records, returns and other documents
required to be maintained by the registered person.

While appreciating this initiative of the State Taxes Department, Dulloo highlight-
ed that the manual would act as a comprehensive guide to conduct audit under
Goods and Services Tax Act and will also help in equipping the officers with requi-
site skills in audit and scrutiny.

Showkat Aijaz Bhat highlighted that the guidelines provided in the manual are
intended to ensure that the audit of taxpayer is carried out in a professional and effi-
cient manner while adhering to the stipulated principles and policies as per the best
international practices.

The function was also attended by Director (Codes) Finance Department, J&K,
along with Additional Commissioner, State Taxes (Administration and
Enforcement) Jammu and other officers of the department.

Modalities finalised for...
pastoralist communities, along with their livestock, as a means of livelihood and

resource management. They undertake biannual migration between the pastures of
Himalayas during summers and the plains during winters.

The meeting to finalise the design and contents of the smart cards, in coordina-
tion with police, Forest Department and Census Operations Department, was
chaired by Secretary (Tribal Affairs) Shahid Iqbal Choudhary here, they said.

The officials said the Tribal Research Institute, established as an autonomous
body in the Tribal Affairs Department, will coordinate the preparedness of different
plans in this regard.

"A pilot project of 10,000 smart cards will be rolled out in March to be followed by
steps for coverage of nearly one lakh migratory families. Aadhaar linkage is also
being enabled for benefits of various schemes," an official said.

He said a detailed presentation was made about the survey of migratory popula-
tion and planned interventions in various sectors.

The smart cards are planned to replace the multiple permissions regime and offer
a unified central database to all organisations and agencies for smooth and hassle-
free movement of transhumant families during the vertical migration.

Embedded with a chip containing the demographic details, transit routes, place of
origin, destination and other vital statistics, these cards will end the process of
requiring multiple permissions, the officials said.

They said the cards will also be utilised for the different government services rolled
out for the migratory population and will be issued based on a survey conducted by
the department last year.

Minus Cong, no...
holding it in Jammu and Kashmir is not a favour to its people.
Without the Congress, no alliance or third front can succeed in defeating the BJP.

The Congress has played a pivotal role in building this nation over the past 70 years
and there is no alternative to the Congress in the country, she said, winding up her
five-day tour of Jammu province.

Reacting to the reports about Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrasekhar Rao's
bids to forge an anti-BJP front ahead of the 2024 general elections, Mehbooba said
what the Congress and other governments build over the past seven decades is being
sold by the BJP which needs to be dislodged in the interest of the country .

It is not possible without the Congress. No third front or any alliance, minus
Congress, can defeat the BJP, she said. 

On Union Home Minister Amit Shah's statement that the J&K assembly elections
will be held within six to eight months of the completion of delimitation exercise, the
PDP president said the election is a normal activity in a democratic setup but the
BJP government is behaving like it is going to give a big favour to the people by
holding the polls.

Election is a routine process in a democracy which should happen without any
delay. There is no need to give much hype to it. By holding the elections, they are
not doing any favour to the people of J&K, she said.

Mehbooba said the interim report of the delimitation commission has caused an
uproar across Jammu and Kashmir as all the parameters under which the exercise
should have been conducted were thrown to the winds.

Quoting the interim report which the delimitation shared with its five associate
members -- three of the National Conference and two of the BJP -- the PDP leader
said there are some constituencies which have 70,000 voters, while some have two
lakh voters. They were supposed to carry out the exercise on (2011) census which is
not evident, she said, adding the BJP-led government is stubborn and one does not
know if the commission will address the concerns of the people and make necessary
changes in its report.

Over 750 farmers died during their agitation for revocation of three central farm
laws which were finally revoked ahead of the state assembly elections. When they are
making a decision, they feel it is something unalterable, Mehbooba said.

She said India is a country of all its citizens irrespective of their religion, creed and
caste but they want to turn it into (Mahatma Gandhi's assassin) Godse's country .

There is a need for all opposition parties to come together against the BJP which
is shaking the basic foundations of the country through polarisation and divisive pol-
itics, she added.

She also alleged that the BJP wants to end the (secular) identity of the country
by following the RSS agenda and sidelining the Constitution.

What the BJP is doing is going against the interests of the country. Different
countries have started advising us on what is happening which is badly harming us,
she said, in an apparent reference to the hijab issue. 

!! Continuations from Page 1 !! S.
No 

Detail Jammu Division Kashmir Division Total 

EXCISE WING 2020-21 2021-21 2020-21 2021-22 2020-21 2021-22
1. Raids Conducted

( In Nos.)
3564 3515 361 219 3925 3734

2. Nakkas Laid (In
Nos.)

294 322 0 0 294 322

3. Persons arrested
(In Nos.)

60 35 0 14 60 49

4. Cases Lodged ( In
Nos.)

46 31 2 34 48 65

5. Cases decided (In
Nos.)

30 25 0 0 30 25

6. Lahan Destroyed
(Kg)

109159 196120 120 0 109279 196120

7. Liquor Seized/
d e s t r y d . ( I n
Bottles)

2021 2351 17 0 2038 2351

8. Working Still
Destroyed (In
Nos.)

34 65 0 0 34 65

9. Bhang Destroyed
(In Kanals)

10 0 7673 2927 7683 2927

10. Poppy Destroyed(
In Kanals)

3 0 2812 828.09 2815 828.09

11. Heroine seized (In
Grams)

2.26 0 0 0 2.26 0

12. Fine imposed (In
Lacs)

5.06 6.33 0.00 0.00 5.06 6.33

STATE TIMES NEWS 
BHADARWAH: Giving
further boost to the PM's
Digital India campaign
and providing easy access
to the services of depart-
ment, MV Department
Doda started 21 online
services for different cate-
gories.

While working on Digital
India campaign of Prime
Minister Narinder Modi,
MV Deptt Doda under the
supervision of ARTO Doda
Er Kuldeep Singh started
21 online services for dif-
ferent categories under
under E-Vahan and E-
Sarathi services, where
aspirants can avail all serv-
ices from their home and
they need not to visit
offices.

The services are being
provided by the special
team constituted by ARTO
Doda Er Kuldeep Singh

led by MV Inspector Jasbir
Singh and MV Inspector
Chander Mohan Sharma. 

ARTO Doda Er Kuldeep
Singh said that to provide
transparent and easy way
to avail the services of
Motor vehicle department,
we have started online
mode of maximum services
being provided by MV
Deptt Doda to reduce the
cost and suffering of peo-

ple. 
ARTO Doda said that

under E-Vahan services we
are providing 15 services
including Registration of
Vehicles, Issuance of
Duplicate RC, Change of
Address in RC, Renewal of
Route permit, Renewal of
Trade Certificate, Transfer
of Vehicle, Hypothecation
Termination and others.

"Under E-Sarathi servic-

es we are providing 6 serv-
ices including Issuance of
Learner's License,
Issuance of Driving
Licence, Renewal of
Learner's License,
Issuance of
Duplicate/Replacement of
DL and Change of
Biometrics in DL," Singh
added. 

He also informed that
"Doda will get automated
computerized testing track
for fitness and driving
trails in near future."

He appealed people not to
fell prey to the fraudsters
in the name of MV Deptt
Doda. He also said, "if any-
one demand money kindly
inform on helpline num-
ber."

ARTO Doda also thanked
Transport Minister Nitin
Gadkari for the initiative
to digitization of MV
Department.

MV Deptt starts 21 online services in Doda 
Doda will get automated computerised testing track

for fitness & driving trials in near future: ARTO Doda 

ARTO Doda Er Kuldeep Singh giving details.

STATE TIMES NEWS 
JAMMU: Chief Engineer
(Distribution) JPDCL,
Jammu has informed that
the power supply to Pouni,
Ransoo, Dadua, Arnas,
Dharmari and Bagga etc
shall remain affected on
February 23 from 9 am to 4
pm.

Similarly, the power sup-
ply to Ramgarh, Rangoor
and adjoining areas shall
remain affected on
February 23, 25 and 27
from 10 am to 3 pm.

Likewise, the power sup-
ply to Suhagpur, Arnia,
Allah, BSF, Nandpur,
Raya, Smailpur, Gurah,
Mandal and its adjoining
areas shall remain affected
on February 23 from 9 am
to 2 pm.

Similarly, the power sup-
ply to Lakad Mandi, Patoli,
Janipur Colony, Pamposh
colony, Ambredhar Nagar,
High Court, Daily
Excelsior, Statistical Office
and adjoining areas shall

remain affected on
February 23 from 10 am to
4 pm.

Likewise, the power sup-
ply to Ghrota, Thathi, Gor,
Ramjan, Shoa and adjoin-
ing areas shall remain
affected on February 23
from 10 am to 4 pm.

Similarly, the power sup-
ply to Thather, Pooja
Colony, Nardani and
adjoining areas shall
remain affected on
February 24 from 10 am to
4 pm.

Likewise, the power sup-
ply to Talab Tillo,
Trilokpur, Bohri,
Udheywala, Machelian,
Marh, Gajanoo, Gho-
Manhasan and adjoining
areas shall remain affected
on February 24 from 9 am
to 2 pm.

M e a n w h i l e ,
Superintending Engineer
(Distribution) JPDCL,
O&M Circle Kathua has
informed that the power
supply to Hiranagar Town,

Hospital, Deepak Chowk,
Bazaar and adjoining areas
shall remain affected on
February 23 and 25 from
10 am to 4 pm.

Similarly, the power sup-
ply to Kootah Morh, Sai
Baba Mandir, Khajuria
Traders and adjoining
areas shall remain affected
on February 27 from 10 am
to 4 pm.

Likewise, the power sup-
ply to Jarai Chowk,
Footbridge, Ward No. 10,
11 and Old Bus Stand shall
remain affected on
February 23, 24, 25, 26, 27
and 28 from 8 am to 1 pm.

Similarly, the power sup-
ply to DC Mohalla, Khalki
Mandi, Upper Mandi,
Shivalik Bal Niketan
School, Jatt Mohall and
PHE shall remain affected
on February 23 from 8 am
to 1 pm.

Likewise, the power sup-
ply to Panjal shall remain
affected on February 24
from 10 am to 3 pm.

Power shutdown Active COVID-19 cases
in India settle below two

lakh after 49 days
STATE TIMES NEWS 

NEW DELHI: India added
13,405 new coronavirus
infections in a single day,
taking the virus tally to
4,28,51,929, while the
active cases dipped below
two lakh after 49 days,
according to the Union
Health Ministry data
updated on Tuesday.

The death toll climbed to
5,12,344 with 235 fresh
fatalities, the data updated
at 8 am stated.

The daily COVID-19
cases have remained below
one lakh for 16 consecutive
days.

The active cases declined
to 1,81,075 comprising
0.42 per cent of the total
infections, while the nation-
al COVID-19 recovery rate
has further improved to
98.38 per cent, the ministry
said. A reduction of 21,056
cases has been recorded in
the active COVID-19 case-
load in a span of 24 hours.


