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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: DNA is a master molecule
carrying the blueprint of life and how a
single variation in the DNA sequence
can lead to genetic abnormality, bring-
ing havoc in the life of an individual,
said Prof Manoj K Dhar, Vice-
Chancellor (VC), University of Jammu
(JU) while delivering lecture on
'Understanding Rare Genetic Diseases'.

Prof. Rajni Dhingra, Dean Research
Studies, JU introduced the speaker to
the audience and gave a detailed profile
of Prof Manoj K. Dhar, who is known
for his significant contribution in under-
standing the genetic basis of rare genet-
ic disorders in humans. 

He is the member of several National
Committees in DST, DBT and SERB,
etc. Prof Dhingra further said that Prof
Dhar is a fellow of two prestigious
Science Academies of the country
namely National Academy of Sciences,
India and National Academy of
Agricultural Sciences. He has been
awarded many prestigious awards and
honours. 

Prof. Dhar has established a strong
research group on Genome Research in
the University of Jammu. His research
group has made significant contribution

to genomics of several horticultural
crops of high value and relevance to
J&K. 

Prof Dhar in his lecture on the 4th day
of National Science Week celebration in
JU said that there are more than 6000
rare diseases which are affecting
approximately 300 million people world-
wide. 

He informed that in India a disease is
called Rare Disease (RDs) if it affects 1
in 5000 individuals and approximately
50% RDs occur in childhood. 

He emphasized that J&K is inhabited
by 8 major ethnic groups which are
highly endogamous and consan-

guineous, increasing the risk of develop-
ing Rare genetic Disorders in the popu-
lations of J&K. 

Prof. Dhar informed that work done
by his team has helped in genetic char-
acterization of a musculoskeletal disease
called as Progressive Pseudo rheuma-
toid Dysplasia (PPD) in Aria village of
Poonch. 

Another genetic characterization work
is being carried out in the village
Dhadkai (Doda) and Paralkoat, where
many people are suffering from hearing
loss and Muteness.  

A short video of 20 minutes was
shown which highlighted the contribu-

tion of H. J. Bhaba in the field of
Atomic and Nuclear Energy. 

The second Session started with the
introduction of the invited speaker, Dr.
Summet Gairola, Sr. Scientist CSIR-
Indian Institute of Integrative Medicine
(IIIM), Jammu by Prof. Meena
Sharma, Dean Planning and
Development, University of Jammu, on
the 4th day of National Science Week
celebration in JU. 

Dr. Sumeet Gairola while speaking on
the title "History and Scientific
Contributions of CSIR-IIIM, Jammu"
stated that CSIR-IIIM Jammu, is one
of the 38 CSIR laboratories across
India. The CSIR Laboratory (formally
known as RRL) was established by Sir
Col. R.N Chopra in the year 1941 and
it is presently known as IIIM- Jammu
(since 2007). 

Dr. Gairola  highlighted that IIIM has
the only Drug testing laboratory in
J&K, a GLP standard Animal House
Facility and a Technology Business
Incubation Centre. He stated that the
Lab is involved in development of saf-
fron based nutraceutical products,
Cannabis cultivation based drug devel-
opment and bringing purple revolution
in the Bhaderwah, Doda region of J&K.

VC JU delivers lecture on ‘Understanding Rare Genetic Diseases’

Dignitaries presenting memento to VC JU, Prof Manoj Kumar Dhar. 
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JAMMU: Karnataka's
medium pacer Prasidh M
captured 6 important
wickets and plotted J&K
collapse to help his team
gain a huge lead of 209
runs over Jammu and
Kashmir, thus putting
Karnataka in command,
before Karnataka scored
128/2 in their second
essay at stumps on day-2
of the Ranji Trophy Elite
Group-C match at IIT
Chemplast, Chennai on
Friday.

Earlier, resuming from
an overnight score of
268/8, Karnataka added
another 34 runs to put
302 runs on board. Karun
Nair top scored with mag-
nificent 175 off  311 balls,
studded with 24 fours and
one six.

He was in sublime touch,
hitting the ball with
utmost timing, fluidity,

grace and brilliance. For
J&K, Parvez Rasool was
the pick of the bowlers,
who took 4 wickets by con-
ceding 60 runs in his 30.1
overs, while Umran Malik
and Mujtaba Yousuf
bagged 2 wickets each.
Auqib Nabi and Abdul
Samad also claimed one
wicket each.

In reply, J&K bundled
out for a paltry total of 93
runs in their first innings
as Prasidh M wreaked
havoc. Openers Qamran
Iqbal (35) and Jatin
Wadhawan (25) were the
only batsmen to show
some resistance and appli-
cation. Abid Mushtaq (10)
was the only other bats-
man to reach into double
figures. Shubham Singh
Pundir (05), Abdul
Samad (01), Ian Dev
Chauhan (00), Parvez
Rasool (01), Fazil Rashid
(02), Auqib Nabi (02) and

Yousuf Mujtaba (05) fell
like nine pins, while
Umran Malik remained
unbeaten on 4 runs.

For Karnataka, Prasidh
M was the wrecker-in-
chief, who scalped 6 wick-
ets by conceding 35 runs
in his 12 overs,
Vidhyadhar Patil took 2
wickets, while Shreyas
Gopal and Gowtham K
claimed one wicket each.

Deciding not to inflict
follow-on, Karnataka were
comfortably placed at
128/2 in 42 overs at the
draw of stumps.

In-form Karun Nair
(10) and Siddarth KV
(01) were at the crease.
Both the opening bats-
men- Samarth R (62) and
Devdutt Padikkal (49)
were sent back to the
pavilion by left-arm spin-
ner Abid Mushtaq, who
bowled 11 overs and con-
ceded 24 runs.

Ranji Trophy: Prasidh plots J&K’s collapse
as Karnataka gains sizeable 1st innings lead
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AKHNOOR: In an
impressive programme
was organised to
announce the winners of a
video competition
"Akhnoor Heritage"
organised by Umeed
Charitable Trust. 

Sanjay Saraf President
MC Akhnoor was the
Chief Guest, SDPO
Akhnoor Varun Jandial
was the Special Guest
whereas Chairman Team
Jammu Zorawar Singh
Jamwal was the Guest of
Honor during the occa-
sion. 

Amid Covid 19 the com-
petition was conducted
through online mode in
which around hundreds
entries were received

under category below 12
years. 

Piyuksha Gupta
(Contestant No. 13) was
declared first, Tarun
Gupta adjudged second
and Nitya Sharma got
third place whereas others

were Arushi Sharma
(Contestant No. 41),
Tiara Gupta (Contestant
No. 40), Sucheta Sharma
(Contestant No. 51), Sai
krish (Contestant No.
78), Aastha Mangotra
(Contestant No. 14),

Shikha sharma
(Contestant No. 28),
Mohit Kumar (Contestant
No. 73). 

All these were awarded
with mementos and
Appreciation certificates.

Sanjay Saraf appreciat-
ed the work done by team
Umeed for organising
such events. 

SDPO Varun Jandial
congratulated all partici-
pants and winners of the
event. 

Zorawar Singh
Chairman said the
Heritage of Akhnoor has
great importance.

While congratulating
young participants and
winners, Zorawar high-
lighted that there is no
dearth of talent among

children but the need is to
channelize the same. 

He urged the parents to
encourage the talent of
their respective wards
besides guiding them in
academic field. 

He said that Akhnoor
Tehsil has a big history
but unfortunately histori-
ans of those times could
not give it proper space in
their archives.

Now the way NGO
Umeed has started taking
initiatives involving youth
to know about the her-
itage and history of
Jammu region, the day is
not far when government
would also start taking
steps to restore sheen and
glory of Dogra heritage
sites, he said.

Winners of Akhnoor Heritage Video competition announced

Dignitaries felicitating a winner student. STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A symposium was organised by the
Cultural Wing of Department of Information and
Public Relations (DIPR) at Government Girls
Higher Secondary School Shastri Nagar under
the aegis of 'Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav,' here on
Friday. In all eleven students participated in the
Symposium. The School Principal Geetu
Bangotra was Chief guest, while Vice Principal,
Alka Malhotra was the guest of honour.

The students Samiksha, Damanpreet Kour,
Sheetal Verma, Muskan, Iqra Nisar, Sneha
Choudry, Simranjeet Kour, Megha Kundal,
Sonakshi Sharma, Kajal and Khushboo Kapoor
participated in the symposium. Khushboo
Kapoor bagged 1st, Iqra Nisar 2nd and
Samiksha 3rd prize. Lecturers Kuldeep Gupta,
Harpal Singh and Romal Singh were the judges.
The proceedings of the program were conducted
by Sr.  Lecturer Renuka Gupta.

DIPR Cultural Wing organises symposium
at Govt Girls HSS Shastri Nagar

Students posing for a photograph with faculty members and other officials. 
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JAMMU:  The delegation of
officers of School
Education and Literacy
Department (SELD),
Government of India along
with the officers of School
Education Department vis-
ited Sri Ranbir Multi
Lateral Higher Secondary
School, Parade to review
the implementation of cen-
trally sponsored schemes
and New Education Policy
2020.

The team headed by Anita
Karwal, Secretary
Education and Literacy,
Government of India com-
prised of four members

including Manish Garg
Joint Secretary SS-II
DOSEL, Vinayak Garg
Commissioner NVS and
Nidhi Pandey
Commissioner KVS. 

Principal Secretary
School Education, B.K
Singh, Director School
Education Jammu, Dr.

Ravi Shankar Sharma,
Director School Education
Kashmir, Tasaaduq Mir,
Director SCERT Dr. Veena
Pandita and State Project
Director Deep Raj accom-
panied the delegation.

The team interacted with
the staff and the students
of school. Principal, Anjali

Gupta welcomed the digni-
taries

Anita Karwal motivated
the students with the high-
lights of the New Education
Policy 2020. She reiterated
that there are various
career options available
today for the upcoming gen-
eration. She exhorted them

to explore their talent and
follow their heart. She
applauded the participants
for their zeal.

She said that children
should identify their own
interests .think about possi-
ble options and then develop
them into concrete reality.

Amongst the other mem-
bers J.K Padha  State Co-
ordinator SAMAGRA, CEO
Jammu, Deputy CEO and
DEPO also graced the
occasion.

SPD Deep Raj presented
the vote of thanks and the
proceedings of the function
were conducted by Monica
Sharma and Vijaya Thakur.

SELD, GoI delegation visits SRML HSS Parade

Anita Karwal, Secretary Education and Literacy, GoI and other dignitaries at a  programme.  
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JAMMU: NSS unit of
GGM Science College under
the patronage of Principal
Dr. Ravender Tickoo and
supervision of NSS PO Dr.
Deepali Mahajan organized
plantation drive in the col-
lege campus on the last day
of winter special camp.
NSS  volunteers planted
saplings in  the campus
area encouraging others to
grow more and more trees,
nurture them for better
future

The Institution has ignit-
ed and raised the level of

environment consciousness
among youths and made
them responsible towards

the conservation and
preservation of the green
environment, NSS PO said. 

Plantation Drive at GGM Science College
marks valediction of winter camp

NSS volunteers planting a sapling. 
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JAMMU: A moment of Pride for JK Public
School Panjtirthi  as a Jakiian named Ruhani
Sharma of  class 10th won a cash prize of Rs
10000 in  the INSPIRE Awards-MANAK
(Million Minds Augmenting National
Aspirations and Knowledge) scheme, being
executed  by DST (Department of Science and
Technology) with National Innovation
Foundation - India (NIF), an autonomous
body of DST.  The objective of the  competition
was to target one million original ideas/innova-
tions rooted in science and societal applications
to foster a culture of creativity and innovative
thinking among school children. Selection of
ideas/innovations was  based on novelty, social
applicability, environment friendliness, user
friendliness and comparative advantage over
the existing similar technologies.

The Principal of JKPS Panjtirthi, Suman
Banbah congratulated  the Jakiian  and
said, "Heartiest congratulations to the win-
ner. Those who try their best, always  taste
victory! "

Ruhani of JK Public School
Panjtirthi brings laurels

Principal JKPS Panjtirthi, Suman Banbah
feliciating winner Ruhani Sharma. 
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JAMMU: The Vice Chancellor of Cluster
University of Jammu, Prof. Bechan Lal released
the book titled, 'Demystifying Jammu: History,
Heritage and Culture' edited by Dr. Sindhu
Kapoor and Asst. Prof. Shalini Rana.  The book
was released in the presence of Dean Academic
Affairs Prof. Bhopinder Singh, Registrar Dr.
Jatinder Khajuria, Deans of the various
Faculties, Dr. Sanjay Verma, Dr. Zubair Kalis,
DSW Dr. Twinkle Suri, Principals of all the con-

stituent colleges of Cluster University of
Jammu, Prof. Ravinder Tickoo, Prof. Sangeeta
Nagari, Prof. Kulwinder Kour, Prof Ranjeet
Singh Jamwal. Prof. Bechan and congratulated
the editors for spearheading the task of exploring
the soft power of History, Heritage and Culture
of Jammu region. He extended his full support
to the faculty in coming up with more such rele-
vant and academic projects in future also. 

The proceedings of the programme were ably
conducted by Asst. Prof. Shalini Rana.

VC Cluster University of Jammu releases book
on history, heritage & culture of Jammu

VC Cluster University of Jammu, Prof. Bechan Lal and others releasing a book. 
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JAMMU: Department of
Youth Services and Sports
(DYSS), Zone Jourian, under
the supervision of district offi-
cer Jammu, Sukhdev Raj
Sharma organised five-day
long trekking camp at Dori
Dager.

The exclusive girls trekking
group flagged off by Chairman
Municipal Committee Jourian,
Madan Lal in presence of Prof.
Kuldeep Raj Sharma,
Principal GDC Jourian.

The camp, being held under
the supervision of Zonal
Physical Education Officer
(ZPEO), Jourian, Vijay
Kumar, shall conclude on
March one. 

Participating girl students of
under-19 years age group have
been selected from different
schools of Zone Jourian. 

Earlier, speaking to the
campers, Chairman MC
Jourian said that such activi-
ties help provide an opportuni-
ty to students to understand

their ability, patience and
weakness to improve their
skills.

Prof. Kuldeep Raj Sharma
said that such adventure trips
leads to positive energy and
build confidence among the
students. 

Dr Ashwani Bali (Activity

Incharge, Zone Jourian),
Parmila Devi, Umakant,
Sham Lal, Devinder Singh
Chib, Ashwani Kumar,
Sandeep Singh, Jatinder
Singh, Amandeep Singh,
Arvind Kumar, Vikas Sharma
and Sunena Bal were among
others present.

Trekking Camp by DYSS at Dori Dager

Chairman Municipal Committee Jourian, Madan Lal flagging off trekkers. 

Rugby trials today

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Jammu and
Kashmir Rugby Association,
on a short notice, has decid-
ed to hold one-day selection
trials to pick up team for the
Sub Junior National Touch
Rugby 7's Championship to
be held at Telangana in
Hyderabad.

As per a handout issued by
the Association, the trials
shall take place at Indoor
Sports Hall, Polo Ground,
Srinagar between 11 am and
12 noon tomorrow.

Those interested players
were asked to attend the
selection process bringing
along date of birth certifi-
cate, Adhar card and two
passport size photographs.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Natrang presented Hindi comedy play 'Tauba-Tauba'
written by Rajinder Kumar Sharma and directed by Neeraj Kant
here today at Natrang Studio Theatre, Jammu. Coated with
humor, the play presented some debatable issues which are faced
by many theatre groups because of lack of commitment of a few
artists which spoil the whole performance. But still it was more
inclined towards comedy than being didactic. Natrang actors who
performed in the play included Brijesh Avtar Sharma, Kananpreet
Kaur, Sagar Gupta, Prohitdeep Singh, Kuldeep Angral, Kushal
Bhat and Bhawani Singh Bali. The lights of the play were execut-
ed by Neeraj Kant Sharma whereas the sound was rendered by
Kananpreet Kaur. The show was coordinated by Mohd. Yaseen and
the presentations were done by Rishav Sharma.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: An anti-encroach-
ment drive was conducted on
Friday by the Enforcement
team of Jammu Municipal
Corporation here in different
parts of Jammu City.

The Drive was conducted on

the instructions of
Commissioner, JMC, Avny
Lavasa and under the close
supervision of Assistant
Commissioner (Revenue),
JMC. The anti-encroachment
drive was conducted in the
areas of Indira Chowk, Bus

Stand, Jewel and Bakshi
Nagar.

The JMC team removed
encroachments/ illegal Rehris
from the roadside and lanes
which included illegal ramps,
railings etc. A number of by-
lanes were also freed from
encroachments and opened
for the general public.

Further, Jammu Municipal
Corporation appeals to all its
citizens particularly
Rehriwalas/ street vendors not
to encroach upon main roads,
footpaths, pavements as the
same cause inconvenience to
the general public and pedes-
trians and also create obstruc-
tions in the free movement of
vehicular traffic.

Natrang presents Hindi 
comedy play ‘Tauba-Tauba’

JMC conducts anti-encroachment drive

JMC officials during anti-encroachment drive. 


