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JAMMU: Advisor to
Lieutenant Governor, Rajeev
Rai Bhatnagar, on Tuesday
chaired a meeting to review
roadmap for implementation
of National Education Policy
(NEP)-2020 in Jammu and
Kashmir.

The meeting was attended by
Principal Secretary, Higher
Education, Rohit Kansal, Vice
Chancellors of various univer-
sities of the UT and other sen-
ior officers of Higher
Education Department.

Vice Chancellors had a thor-
ough exchange of ideas on
steps for implementation of
this ambitious nationwide poli-
cy in J&K.

The meeting was held as fol-
low-up of earlier meetings held
on the same subject which
were chaired by the Chancellor
and Lieutenant Governor,
Manoj Sinha.

Advisor reviewed actions
taken on the decisions taken in
previous meetings held in this
regard besides taking stock of
status of formation of 6 Board
of Studies each to be set in
Jammu University and
Kashmir University. He also
assessed progress on forma-
tion of curriculum committees.

Advisor Bhatnagar said that
the process of implementation
of the policy would be gradual
in nature and posited that
steps need to be taken immedi-
ately in this regard. He called
for speeding up the creation
syllabus formation for first
year studies of different cours-
es and creating general frame-
work for all courses, across
course duration.

While addressing the meet-
ing, Advisor said that NEP-
2020 is supposed to be flexible
in its approach adding that
'Nothing is set in stone' with
respect to its implementation.
Autonomy and freedom are its
cornerstones, said the Advisor. 

Innovation, incubation and
research would be given impe-
tus under the upcoming educa-
tional reforms, said the

Advisor while acknowledging
the role of universities in giving
boost to research work in the
UT.

Rohit Kansal remarked that
with introduction of NEP-
2020, courses would become
modular and tentatively pro-
vide various points of entry
and exit in them. He also
assumed the possibility of a
need to update the syllabi reg-
ularly over subsequent years. 

The pace of implementation
of NEP-2020 may vary across
institutions due to various
challenges but we are certainly
going ahead with its imple-
mentation with the upcoming
academic session, said the
Principal Secretary.

Rohit Kansal informed the
meeting that according to deci-
sions taken in previous meet-

ings, all fresh admissions for
undergraduate courses would
be for a period of 4 years ini-
tially with provision of exiting
studies in subsequent years of
the course. In this regard, he
said, the courses may need to
be reoriented.

Principal Secretary also shed
light on introduction of
Bachelor of Vocational
Education course under the
policy. He informed that 17
government degree colleges
would start taking admissions
for the course for session
2022-23. Further, 53 and 72
degree colleges would start
teaching the course from aca-
demic sessions 2023-24 and
2024-25 onward respectively.
Corresponding Sector Skill
Councils have also been identi-
fied, he said.

Speaking on encouraging
innovation in J&K, Principal
Secretary said, 'Universities
need to become a hub of inno-
vation and in this regard, the
UT government would organ-
ise a startup competition in
collaboration with IIT
Jammu. 'Over the years, the
government would put in
greater resources for support-
ing such contests for fostering
innovation', he maintained.
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SRINAGAR: The Additional
Deputy Commissioner
(ADC) Srinagar, Dr Syed
Haneef Balkhi imposed a fine
of Rs. 1, 25,800 on various
Food Business Operators
(FBOs) for violating differ-
ent provisions of Food Safety
and Standards Act (FS&SA).

The FBOs that were fined
include refined edible oil
manufacturer namely
Regional Oil seed Growers
Co-operative union M.I.

Area, Alwar having brand
Name "Dhara Assure". The
complaints were submitted
by Food Safety Officers of
District Srinagar after prose-
cution sanction from
Assistant Commissioner
Food Safety Srinagar.

Moreover, 9 complaints
against butchers who did not
adhere to the sanitary and
hygienic requirements of Food
Safety and Standards Act were
prepared for presentation
before a competent court.
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