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Fencing trials on Feb 18
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m STATE TIMES NEWS
DUBAI: Stressing on his
"minimum government, maxi-
mum governance' mantra,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Wednesday said the
world today needs govern-
ments that are inclusive and
free from corruption.

The prime minister also
said the people today need
governments that can pro-
vide - Ease of Living, Ease of
Justice, Ease of Mobility,
Ease of Innovation and Ease
of Doing Business.

Addressing  the  World
Governments Summit here
on the second day of his visit
to the UAE, Modi said that
the government should inter-
fere as little as possible in the
lives of people.

"T believe that people should
neither feel the absence of a
government, but at the same
time, nor should there be
pressure from the govern-
ment," he told the gathering

that has seen the participa-
tion of 10 Presidents and 10
Prime Ministers from across
the globe.

Modi also urged the gather-
ing that given the intercon-
nected nature of the world,
governments must collabo-
rate and learn from each
other to address future chal-
lenges.

Stressing that it was the
need of the hour for gover-
nance to be "Inclusive, Tech-
smart, Clean and
Transparent and Green,"
Modi said, "The world today
needs governments that are
inclusive, take everyone
along, and are clean and free
from corruption."

As  chief minister of
Gujarat and then, as Prime
Minister, Modi said, he has
spent 23 years in government
with the principle of "mini-
mum government, maximum
governance."

The theme for the World

13 Jr Scale JKAS among
15 officers transferred

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The government
on Wednesday transferred 13
Junior Scale JKAS among
15 officers.

According to the order
issued by Rajinder Kumar,
Under Secretary,
Department of Food, Civil
Supplies & Consumer Affair,

Tariq Ahmad Sheikh, Jr.
Scale JKAS, Assistant
Director, FCS&CA,

Baramulla has been trans-
ferred and posted as
Assistant Director,
FCOS&CA, Srinagar (North).

Man gets 10-year jail
term for raping minor

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: A trial court in
Kupwara on Wednesday sen-
tenced a man to 10 years rig-
orous imprisonment for rap-
ing a 13-year-old girl in
2016.

The court of Additional
Sessions Judge Handwara
Umi Kulsoom convicted 26-
year-old Showkat
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Former PDP leader
joins BJP

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Former Jammu
and  Kashmir  Peoples
Democratic Party leader
Arshid Mehmood Khan
‘Wednesday joined the BJP
along with a number of his
supporters here.

Khan, a  three-time
sarpanch from Dandesar vil-
lage of Nowshera, and his
supporters were welcomed
into the BJP by the
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He will also hold charge of
the post of Assistant
Director (Mills), Srinagar, in
addition to his own duties till
further orders.

Bilal Ahmad Najar, Jr.
Scale JKAS, Assistant
Director, FCS&CA,
Bandipora has been trans-
ferred and posted as
Assistant Director,
FCS&CA, Ganderbal vice
Naseer Ahmad Baba; Jr.
Scale JKAS, who has been
transferred  and posted as
Assistant Director,
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Governments Summit is
'Shaping Future
Governments' with the con-
versation involving govern-
ments, international organi-
sations, thought leaders, and
private sector leaders from
over 120 countries.

In the last few years, the
Prime Minister noted that in
India, "People have trust in
the intent and commitment
of the Indian government.
This was possible only
because we prioritised public
sentiments."

Modi also emphasised on
the "great transformation” in
recent times that Bharat has
seen. "Be it Bharat's sanita-
tion drive, digital literacy
campaign or girl education
campaign, the success of
each such big goal has been
ensured only through peo-
ple's participation.”

Highlighting the achieve-
ments of his government,
Modi said it focused on
women-led  development,
strengthening the financial,
social, and political condi-
tions of Indian women and
that social and financial
inclusion has been his gov-
ernment's priority. "Over 50
crore people were connected
to the banking system. These
were the people who didn't
have any bank accounts!" he
said.

The Prime Minister also
drew attention towards "our
consistent efforts"
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World needs governments free from corruption:. PM

Modi inaugurates first Hindu temple in Abu Dhabi

ABU DHABI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Wednesday inaugurated Abu Dhabi's first
Hindu stone temple amid devotional chants and in the presence of spiritual leaders of the

Swaminarayan
sect.

Dressed in a
light pink silk
dhoti and kurta
paired with a
sleeveless jacket
and stole, the
prime minister
participated in
rituals of a cere-
mony to dedicate
the temple to the
people.

The prime min-
ister also partici-
pated in "Global
Aarti", which was
performed simul-
taneously at over
1,200 temples of

PM Narendra Modi after inaugurating temple in A

b Dhabi, UAE on Wednesday.

the Swaminarayan sect worldwide built by the Bochasanwasi Shri Akshar Purushottam
Swaminarayan Sanstha (BAPS). Earlier, Modi met people from different faiths who con-
tributed to the construction of the first Hindu stone temple.
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ED formally arrests Hurriyat leader,
two others in money laundering case

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: The
Enforcement Directorate has
formally arrested three peo-
ple, including a Hurriyat
leader, in a money laundering
case for their alleged involve-
ment in selling MBBS seats
in Pakistan and funding ter-
ror activities in Jammu and
Kashmir, an official said on
Wednesday.

Hurriyat leader
Mohammad Akbar Bhat and
Fatima Shah of Srinagar and
Sabzzar Ahmad Sheikh of

Anantnag are already in jail
after their arrest more than
five years ago by the Jammu
and Kashmir Police's State
Investigation Agency (SIA)
in a terror funding case.
Bhat, Shah and Sheikh
were arrested on Tuesday
under Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA)
provisions for their involve-
ment in terror financing and
being hand in glove with
Pakistani handlers Manzoor
Ahmad Shah and Altaf
Ahmad Bhat, who arranged

Azad vows to revitalize neglected

regions o

DPAP Chairman Ghulam abi Aza adressin a public

o B =

gathering in Mandi on Wednesday.

u STATE TIMES NEWS

POONCH: Chairman
Democratic Progressive
Azad  Party (DPAP),

Ghulam Nabi Azad on
Wednesday reiterated the
commitment for job creation
and infrastructural growth

EC seeks 3.4 lakh CAPFs for deployment in
LS polls, Assembly elections in 4 states

m STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The Election
Commission  (EC)  has
sought 3.4 lakh Central
Armed Police Forces
(CAPFs) personnel for
deployment in a phased man-
ner during the upcoming Lok
Sabha election and Assembly
polls in Andhra Pradesh,
Arunachal Pradesh, Odisha
and Sikkim.

The EC has also sought
adequate rolling stocks with
all appropriate facilities in
the trains, thereby ensuring
hassle-free mobilisation and
a timely movement of the
forces to perform election
duties.

In a communication to the
Ministry of Home Affairs

(MHA), the EC has said the
chief' electoral officers of all
the states and Union territo-
ries have requested for the
deployment of CAPFs for
poll-related duties, such as
area domination, confidence-
building measures, poll day-
related duties, guarding of
electronic voting machines
(EVMs) and strong room
centres, counting centre
security ete. during the elec-
tions.

The commission has con-
sidered the requests made by
the state CEOs and decided
to deploy a maximum of
around 3,400 companies of
CAPFs in all states and
Union territories in a
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in Jammu and Kashmir.

Addressing a massive pub-
lic gathering in Mandi,
Poonch, Azad appealed for
peace and unity among the
people of Jammu and
Kashmir.

He criticized other political
parties for misleading the
public  through divisive
strategies that have resulted
in the fragmentation of com-
munities. He also reiterated
his commitment to honesty
and dedicated work, assert-
ing that his actions will
always align with his
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admissions in MBBS and
other courses in colleges in
Pakistan for students from
Jammu and Kashmir, a

spokesperson of the
Enforcement  Directorate
(ED) said.

The official said the

accused have been remanded
to the ED's custody till
February 20 by the court of
Special Judge Anti-
Corruption Bureau (CBI-
Cases), Kashmir, Srinagar.
In May 2022, the special
NIA court in Srinagar had

Murder accused undertrial
commifs suicide in jail

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A man facing trial
for allegedly killing his moth-
er and a minor daughter in
October last year has com-
mitted suicide inside his jail
here, officials said on
Wednesday.

Jagdev Singh (37), alias
Michael, was found hanging
with his trousers inside his
cell at the Amphalla district
jail on Tuesday evening, the
officials said.

Singh had attacked his 60-
year-old mother Kamla Devi
and three-month old daugh-
ter with a sharp-edged
weapon at their home
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framed charges against
Bhat, who is the chairman of
the Hurriyat conference
'Salvation Movement', and
seven others for selling
Pakistani MBBS seats to
fund terror activities.

The SIA had on July 27,
2020, registered the case
against the "unscrupulous
persons” who were hand in
glove with some educational
consultancies for arranging
admission of residents of
Jammu and Kashmir
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Nine unexploded shells found in Ladakh

Explosive shell defused near LoC in Poonch

m STATE TIMES NEWS
LEH/POONCH: Nine unex-
ploded shells were found and
subsequently destroyed in a
controlled  explosion  in
Ladakh, an official said on
‘Wednesday. The information
about the presence of shells at
Chulitse Kulum in Kharu was
conveyed by Councillor Sonam
Thardos to the Sub-divisional
Magistrate (SDM), an official
spokesman said.

He said the SDM took up
the matter with the Trishul
Division of the Army and sub-
sequently its  engineers
ensured the swift disposal of

the shells in presence of the
local police.

Officials said the shells were
destroyed in a controlled explo-
sion by army experts.

Meanwhile, Indian Army on
Wednesday defused an old
explosive shell near the Line of
Control (LoC) in Poonch dis-
trict, officials said.

The Automatic Grenade
Launcher (AGL) shell was
found during patrolling by the
troops in Balnoi area of
Mankote sector, they said. The
officials said that the army
experts later safely defused the
shell.

Pak Rangers violated ceasefire

along IB in Ja

mmu

\

m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Pakistan Rangers
on Wednesday violated cease-
fire agreement by resorting
to unprovoked firing at a

Border

Security  Force
(BSF) post along the
International Border here,
officials said.

BSF personnel manning

Won't allow proxy litigation against UAPA
provisions, will hear those aggrieved: SC

= STATE TIMES NEWS

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
said on Wednesday it will not allow
"proxy litigation" contesting the consti-
tutional validity of the provisions of the |
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act
(UAPA) and would hear challenge to the
vires of the anti-terror law by only those
who are personally aggrieved by it.

provision arise," it said.

Ahmadi said the petitioners have
assailed the provisions of UAPA which
terrorism, terrorist

define terms like

Questioning how the petitioners are [

affected, a bench of Justices Bela M
Trivedi and Pankaj Mithal told senior |
advocate Huzefa Ahmadi, appearing for
some of them, that only those personal-
ly impacted can mount a challenge

against the law.

"The petitioner must be an aggrieved
party and there must be a violation of
their rights. Only then can the question
of challenging the vires of a legislative

activities and the Centre's power to des-
ignate an entity as a "terrorist organisa-
tion".

The senior lawyer submitted that pub-
lic-spirited individuals and organisa-
tions could file public interest litigations

to challenge the vires of a law which vio-
lates fundamental rights.

He referred to precedents where
human rights organisations had initiat-
ed similar actions.

Justice Mithal said, "Will that not
amount to proxy litigation? In PIL mat-
ters, the doctrine of locus standi may
not apply in a strict sense. However,
where vires of a law have been chal-
lenged, there has to be a semblance of
involvement. Otherwise, it will be a
proxy litigation on behalf of other per-
1 sons, who do not want to come to the

forefront. That would not be permissi-

ble. We have to be careful about allowing

such proxy litigation."

Ahmadi replied that ultimately it is a
question of law which the court will have
to look at.
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the border outpost in
Makwal retaliated befittingly
to the firing from across the
border, with the exchange
lasting for over 20 minutes,
beginning at 5.50 pm, offi-
cials said.

They said there was no
casualty or damage on the
Indian side.

Last year, on the interven-
ing night of November 8-9, a
BSF jawan was killed in
Pakistan Rangers firing in
Ramgarh sector of Samba
district -- the first death on
this side since February
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Yasin Malik examined by
doctors at AITMS, HC told

u STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The Delhi
High Court was informed on
Wednesday that separatist
leader Yasin Malik, who is
serving life sentence in a ter-
ror funding case, was exam-
ined by doctors at AIIMS
and has been provided neces-
sary medical treatment.

The counsel for the central
government and the Director
General of Prisons (Tihar
Jail) also submitted that
requisite medical treatment
will be provided to Malik as
and when required.

Malik has claimed that he
suffers from serious cardiac
and kidney problems.

Justice Anoop Kumar
Mendiratta recorded
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