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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: JKPCC Working
President Raman Bhalla on
Sunday strongly condemned
the freezing of bank accounts
belonging to the Congress
and the Youth Congress by
the Income Tax Department,
just ahead of the Lok Sabha
polls. 

Terming the move as an
assault on democracy, Bhalla
stated, "I think this is very
unfortunate and a direct
attempt to influence the elec-
tions in democracy. Elections
are going to be announced
any time in a week or two and
freezing the bank account of
the primary opposition party
before that is completely ille-
gal and undemocratic. 

"A pattern is visible, a
design is visible that the
Central Government is using
each and every one of its
agencies against the opposi-
tion," he asserted. 

Bhalla speculated on the
BJP's motives, implying a
nefarious plan to undermine
democracy. 

"This conspiracy is not
against opposition parties, it
is a conspiracy against
democracy, it is against elec-
tions. Congress stands for
'patriotism and sacrifice',
'service and dedication' 'loyal-
ty and inspiration' , 'prosperi-

ty and happiness', 'compas-
sion and justice' , 'fearless-
ness and discipline' and
'Indianness'" he said. 

Bhalla was addressing
gathering of people of RS
Pura Jammu South con-
stituency.

Bhalla said every Congress
leader and worker is a symbol
of this spirit. They have to go
ahead and do more work. 

"We must remember that
the Indian National Congress
not only liberated the country
but also laid the foundation
of a prosperous India. We
have created such an India,
which is the largest and
strongest democracy in the
world," added Bhalla.

Bhalla termed the "10 years
of BJP regime as an era of
great economic, social and
political injustice in the coun-
try in which the rate of unem-
ployment increased three
times." "

If the Congress is strong,
then the future of this coun-
try will be prosperous. It is
the biggest responsibility of
all of us to take forward the
atmosphere created by
Rahul, by treading the most
difficult of paths.The biggest
challenge is to save the
Constitution and democracy
created by Babasaheb
Ambedkar," added Bhalla.

JKPCC working president Raman Bhalla addressing public
gathering at Jammu.

Freezing of Congress bank accounts an
assault on democracy: Bhalla

Tennis Ball Cricket selection
trails from Feb 25

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU:  J&K Tennis Ball Association is going to conduct
two days selection trails at Greenfield Gandhi Nagar Jammu
on February 25 & 26, 2024 to select the J&K UT Senior
teams (men & women) for participation in the 34th Senior
National Tennis Ball Cricket Championship (Men & women)
scheduled to be held at Ramanathapuram (Tamil Nadu) from
2nd to 5th March, 2024. 

The selection trails shall start at 11 am  under the supervi-
sion of Gulshan Rattan (I/C Selection Trails
Mob.7006963458). The participants who are desirous to par-
ticipate in the  selection trails should come in a proper crick-
eting kit alongwith Adhaar card, Physical fitness certificate &
6 recent passport size photographs. The participants should
also carry with them their personal bat etc. The screening of
the Selected teams team shall be held at the same venue on
27th February 2023 at 11/00 am by the screening Committee
of the J & K Sports Council. It is in place to mention here that
the Selected teams shall leave from Jammu on 28th February
2024.

STATE TIMES NEWS
KATHUA: As many as nine
vehicles including two JCB
machines involved in illegal
mining were seized here
today.

On a specific complaint
lodged by a local person
regarding illegal mining and
excavation at Bhagtali areas,
a team of Geology and Mining
department rushed to the
spot and detained all five vehi-
cles and two JCBs. It was

found  that the JCB
machines were illegally exca-
vating ordinary earth at
Bhagtali for further trans-
portation   to industrial areas.
Later, two Punjab based
dumpers were also seized for
illegal transportation of min-
erals  near Shree Ram stone
crusher in Keedian Gandyal
area as these were moving
towards Gurdaspur .The
District Mineral Officer
informed that the action has
been initiated as per the
MMDR Act of 1957 and
SRO-105 of 2016 wherein
powers have been delegated to
officers for taking action
against illegal transportation
and illegal mining activities. 

Deputy Commissioner
Kathua Dr. Rakesh Minhas
has already instructed the
Geology and Mining depart-
ment to take stern action
against the violators for ille-
gally lifting raw and finished
mineral from the Khads and
other unauthorized locations.

DISCLAIMER
“STATE TIMES” 

does not take responsibility for the

contents of the advertisements

(Display/Classified)

carried in this

newspaper. The paper does not

endorse the same. Readers are

requested to verify the contents on

their own before acting there upon.”

2 JCBs among 09 vehicles seized
for illegal mining in Kathua


