
Saturday February 24, 20248

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: At the prestigious
21st annual gathering of the
Dr. Zakir Hussain
Foundation, held on the
momentous occasion of
International Women's Day in
Aligarh, Ruchi Chouhan was
awarded the title of Best
Female Change Leader for
her outstanding contributions
to saving human lives through
her tireless efforts to promote
road safety awareness.  This
recognition was bestowed
upon her in acknowledgment
of her dedicated service under
the Fahad Mir Foundation.

Chouhan is the Director of
Asian Rollball Federation.
She was passionate cricketer
in her school days and was in
J&K State Cricket Team and
had played inter-state Sub
junior cricket matches. 

Ruchi's dedication to envi-
ronmental health and
women's empowerment is evi-
dent in her role as Secretary
of the Care Nature &
Environment Society, a 24-
year-old organization making
strides in these critical areas.
Beyond her activism, Ruchi
has made significant entre-
preneurial achievements, par-

ticularly in IT-enabled servic-
es. 

Despite lacking formal qual-
ifications in IT, she has pio-
neered computer education in
Jammu & Kashmir, offering
diploma courses sponsored by
national councils and intro-
ducing Urdu software to the
region. 

Her entrepreneurial ven-
tures extend to book supply,
national-level book fairs, soft-
ware development for govern-
ment departments, and the
implementation of govern-
ment-sponsored schemes.

The Dr. Zakir Hussain
Foundation, renowned for its
commitment to the socioeco-

nomic upliftment of marginal-
ized communities, chose to
honour Ruchi Chouhan for
her remarkable endeavors in
building a sustainable future.
The foundation's ethos, advo-
cating for inclusivity and edu-
cation irrespective of differ-
ences, resonates deeply with
Ruchi's mission to create a
safer world for all. The
awards ceremony was graced
by distinguished personalities
including Dr. Sharf Hazel
from the Ministry of Culture,
Ajay Chaudhary, Special
Commissioner of Police Delhi,
Dr. Mohammad Asif Habib,
Chairman of Hepson Group
of Companies, Salab Mathur,

Inspector General of Aligarh
Range, Rahul Gautam,
Executive Chairman of Sheila
Foam Limited, Ghazala
Faisal, Deputy Director-
General from the Ministry of
Communication, and Ashok
Shahani, Chief Patron of
ZHF worldwide, among oth-
ers.

Ruchi's unwavering dedica-
tion to saving lives has been
evident through her extensive
engagement in mega events,
motor rallies, symposiums,
and educational campaigns
involving Bollywood personal-
ities. Collaborating with the
transport and traffic depart-
ment of the Jammu and
Kashmir government, she has
organized numerous road
shows and rallies aimed at
educating young riders about
traffic rules, thus striving to
prevent road accidents and
fatalities.

Furthermore, as the
Founder Trustee of the Pushp
Lata Chouhan Memorial
Educational & Charitable
Trust, Ruchi has been instru-
mental in providing skill edu-
cation to the youth of Jammu
and Kashmir, empowering
them to become self-reliant

individuals. Her multifaceted
contributions extend beyond
road safety advocacy. As the
Secretary of the Care Nature
& Environment Society and a
member of the Muslim
Rashtra Manch, J&K
Chapter, Ruchi's efforts in
environmental health and
women empowerment have
also been recognized.

With a Bachelor's in
Commerce, a Post Graduate
Diploma in Global
Understanding from the
University of Jammu in col-
laboration with six interna-
tional universities, and an O
Level diploma from
DOEACC, Ruchi Chouhan's
academic prowess is com-
mendable. 

Her passion for cricket,
demonstrated during her
school days as a member of
the J&K State Cricket Team,
adds to her diverse skill set.
Ruchi Chouhan's journey
exemplifies a remarkable
blend of social activism,
entrepreneurial spirit, and
technological innovation. Her
relentless dedication to fos-
tering positive change in
Jammu & Kashmir and
beyond is truly inspiring.

Ruchi Chouhan honoured as best female change leader by ZH Foundation

Ruchi Chouhan, Founder Fahad Mir Foundation receiving
best women social activist award instituted by ZHF from
Shah Faisal Dy Secy.Min of Culture,Gazala Faisal DDG
Min of Communication,Md Asif Habib Chairman Habson

Group & others
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JAMMU: The vibrant land-
scape of education in India
witnessed a significant mile-
stone as dignitaries and edu-
cation stalwarts gathered in
Jammu & Kashmir to delib-
erate upon implementation
strategies for the National
Education Policy (NEP)
2020 in Union Territories of
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh.

The event, organized on
Friday by Indian Institute of
Management (IIM),
Jammu, at its Jagti
Campus, in collaboration
with University Grants
Commission (UGC),
Department of Higher
Education, J&K govern-
ment, brought together
more than 400 participants
including Vice-Chancellors,
Deans, Principals and
Heads of Departments from
Higher Educational
Institutions (HEIs) from
across the Union Territories
of Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh.

The program was inaugu-
rated by Chairman, UGC,

Professor Mamidala
Jagadesh Kumar in pres-
ence Principal Secretary,
Higher Education, Alok
Kumar and Director, IIM
Jammu,  Professor B S
Sahay.

Professor B S Sahay, pre-
sented an overview of the
programme highlighting the
importance of holding this
innovative conference.

During the inaugural cer-
emony, a short film on IIM
Jammu was screened for the
participants. Additionally, a
film highlighting various ini-
tiatives undertaken by the
University Grants
Commission (UGC) in align-
ment with NEP 2020 was
also shown on the occasion.

On the occasion, Professor

Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar,
planted a sapling in the
premises of IIM Jammu
Campus following a formal
interaction with the stu-
dents of IIM Jammu at the
Agastya classroom, foster-
ing valuable dialogue and
insights.

Besides, a press confer-
ence on implementation of
NEP 2020 in Higher
Educational Institutions
(HEIs) of Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh was
held, followed by a visit to
the state-of-the-art library,
"Nalanda", IIM Jammu

Following the formal pro-
ceedings, the participants
engaged in thematic brain-
storming sessions, dividing
into ten groups to deliberate

on specific areas of focus for
NEP 2020 implementation.
These groups covered a wide
spectrum of topics including
Multidisciplinary and
Holistic Education, Digital
Empowerment and Online
Education, Skill
Development and
Employability, Research,
Innovation, and
Entrepreneurship, Capacity
building of teachers for
quality education,
Governance & Autonomy,
Accreditation and
Excellence, Equitable and
Inclusive Education, Indian
Knowledge System & Indian
Languages, and
Internationalisation of
Education.

Post the inaugural event,
there were presentations put
forward by the respective
groups covering various top-
ics discussed during the the-
matic brainstorming ses-
sions.

Following the presenta-
tions, the UGC Chairman,
interacted with the partici-
pants including Vice-
Chancellors, Deans,

Principals, and Heads of
Departments from Higher
Educational Institutions
(HEIs) from across the
Union Territories of
Jammu and Kashmir and
Ladakh.

During the conversation
with the attendees, he
expressed a revitalized
determination and purpose
to promote educational
progress in Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh in
accordance with the tenets
delineated in NEP 2020.

The collaborative efforts
and insightful discussions
that unfolded during these
sessions underscored the
commitment of the academic
community towards realiz-
ing the objectives outlined in
NEP 2020.

The event concluded on
an optimistic note, with
participants expressing a
renewed sense of purpose
and commitment towards
advancing the educational
landscape in Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh in
alignment with the princi-
ples outlined in NEP 2020.

IIM-J, UGC, HED host National Conference on
NEP 2020 implementation in J&K, Ladakh

Chairman UGC, Prof Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar and
other dignitaries at a national conference in IIM-Jammu. 
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JAMMU: District
Development Council
Chairman Bharat Bhushan
on Friday chaired a meeting
at PWD Guest House to
review the progress and
development works of the
Rural Development
Department in the district.

The meeting was attended
by DDC Vice Chairman
Suraj Singh, DDC mem-
bers, Additional District
Development Commissioner
Sher Singh, Chief Planning
Officer Uttam Singh,
Assistant Commissioner
Development Dr Vikas
Sharma, Block
Development Officers and

other officers.
The DDC Chairman

assessed the expenditures
for the current financial
year and directed the offi-
cers to ensure timely com-
pletion of all the ongoing
works under various
schemes of RDD.

He took a detailed review
of the RDD with respect to
District Capex Budget,
DDC Grants, BDC Grants
and PRI Grants. He further
conducted a block-wise
review of developmental
works under these grants.

The Chairman focussed on
the works that are yet to be
taken up and instructed the
officers to complete them as

soon as possible. He appre-
ciated the majority of the
blocks for satisfactory
expenditures and encour-
aged all BDOs to spend the
remaining funds by March
31.

He also discussed the pro-
posed plans for the next
financial year under all
grants and asked all DDC
members to submit their
details by March 12, 2024.

The Chairman concluded
that RDD plays a vital role
in the rural development
and empowerment of the
people and urged the offi-
cers to work with dedication
and sincerity to achieve the
desired results.

DDC Chairman Bharat Bhushan
reviews RDD works in Jammu

District Development Council Chairman Bharat Bhushan chairing a meeting. 
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SAMBA: To mark the birth
anniversary of Guru Ravidas,
the founder of Bhakti
Movement, a special assem-
bly was conducted on Friday
by the students and the facul-
ty members of Humanity
Public School Bassi Kalan,
Bari Brahmana. 

The event started by offer-
ing floral tribute to the por-
trait of Shri Guru Ravidas by
the Principal Gaurav Charak,
Vice - Principal Anku
Charak, along with the
incharges of different wings
Akashdeep Raina (Senior
Incharge), Parsidh Singh
(Incharge, Hr. Sec Wing),

Namrata Sharma(Incharge,
Senior Wing), Vandana
Sharma (Incharge Primary
Wing), Er. Varinder Kumar
(IT Incharge), Meenu
Khajuria (Activity Incharge)
and Mahan Singh (Sports
Incharge). 

After paying floral tribute
to Guru Ravidas, the pro-
gramme proceeded with
beautiful poems presented by
Suhani of class 3rd. Priyanka
of class 5th and Lakshmi of
class 10th delivered their
speeches on the birth
anniversary of Shri Guru
Ravidas. Students of class
5th, 6th and 7th sang a melo-
dious Bhajan, under the

guidance of Music teachers,
Rajan Kumar and Kumar
Abhilash.

Principal Gaurav Charak
said Guru Ravidas worked to
promote the principles of
social harmony and brother-
hood throughout his life. 

He also made students
aware about the life of Sant
Ravidas, who was renowned
for his contribution to Bhakti
Movement.

Vice-Principal Anku
Charak also said that
Ravidas ji believed in
Universal brotherhood and
spread the message of Unity
through his writings and
teachings.

Humanity Public School celebrates
Guru Ravidas Jayanti

Students reciting Bhajan during Guru Ravidas Jayanti celebration at HPS. 
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JAMMU: Research and
Advocacy Group (RAAG), a
voluntary  organization of
legal professionals, academi-
cians, media persons and
Scholars, on Friday held a dis-
cussion among lawyers in the
Bar room of the court com-
plex to discuss the
Parliamentary Resolution on
Pakistan Occupied Jammu
and Kashmir (PoJK), passed
unanimously by the
Parliament  on February 22,
1994. 

Advocate Deepak Sharma,
Convener of RAAG  informed
the participants about the role
of  RAAG in  the field of legal
and social research activities.

Advocate Rakesh Bhat  read
out  the resolution of the
Parliament of India passed on
February  22, 1994 regarding
illegal occupation of Pakistan
over the territory of Jammu
and Kashmir and stance of
India on it. 

He informed the partici-
pants that in repeated replies

in the parliaments and on sev-
eral National and
International platforms the
government of India has reit-
erated their firm stand and
resolve against this illegal
occupation of the Indian terri-
tory of POJK by Pakistan.

Advocate Ranjeet Singh
Jamwal, former Additional
Advocate General, J&K who
was the  main speaker of the
Conference while throwing
light on the background and
context of the resolution of
the Parliament of India on
POJK informed the partici-

pants that  after the begin-
ning of terror activities in
Jammu and Kashmir in
1990's and concerned over
Pakistan's role in imparting
training to the terrorists in
camps located in Pakistan
and Pakistan Occupied
Jammu and Kashmir, the
supply of weapons, infiltra-
tion of trained militants,
including foreign mercenaries
into J&K, the Parliament of
India passed the resolution
and also resolved that the
State of Jammu & Kashmir
has been, is and shall be an

integral part of India.
Other participants also

expressed their views on the
topic and  reiterated the par-
liamentary resolution  and
demanded that Pakistan must
vacate the illegal occupation
and stop exploitation of the
people of POJK who for all
practical purposes are the
Citizens of India. 

They said every Indian is
committed to uphold the sov-
ereignty,  integrity and Unity
of the Nation and there can
never be any compromise on
the subject. 

Advocate Deepak Sharma
appreciated the lawyers for
sharing their views in the pro-
gram. 

The participating lawyers
included Gaurav Jamwal,
Bindusar Abrol, Vikas
Pankaj, Dewakar Sharma,
Rahul Sadotra, Rakesh Bhat,
Naresh Choudhry, Sandeep
Singh, Karan Parashar,
Pawan Choudhry, Bharat
Choudhry, Aaditya Raina and
others.

JK High Court lawyers hold talk on Parliament Resolution on PoJK
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JAMMU: While welcoming
the Administrative Council's
recent approval for the
establishment of seven new
industrial estates in J&K,
Gaurav Gupta, former
General Secretary of
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Jammu, empha-
sized the crucial importance
of supporting and nurturing
the existing industries sector
in the Jammu region.

In a press statement issued
here today, Gaurav Gupta
highlighted the visionary
leadership of the Lieutenant
Governor and his slogan of
"Viksit Jammu," which
underscores the overarching
goal of comprehensive devel-
opment of the Union
Territory. 

Recognizing the potential
for growth and progress in
the existing industries sec-
tor, he called for the hand-
holding of these industries

by the incumbent govern-
ment.

Gaurav emphasized that
existing industries in the
Jammu region play a vital
role in sustaining economic
growth and providing
employment opportunities to
the local youth of the region. 

He stressed the need for
the government to extend
their support and provide
necessary incentives to invig-
orate and revitalize these
industries. He specifically
suggested the implementa-
tion of turnover incentives,
aimed at further boosting
the industrial sector and

encouraging its growth.
He stressed the urgent

need for the government to
fulfill its promise of provid-
ing turnover incentives to
existing industrial units. 

He emphasized that by ful-
filling this commitment,
these industries would be
energized and would serve as
ambassadors of the Jammu
and Kashmir government,
facilitating the establish-
ment of new industries from
other parts of the country in
the region.

Gaurav urged the
Lieutenant Governor to pri-
oritize providing essential
support mechanisms to fos-
ter the sustainability and
prosperity of existing indus-
tries in the Jammu region,
thereby unlocking the
region's full potential for
economic development and
contributing to the overall
progress of Jammu and
Kashmir.

Gaurav emphasizes need for hand-holding
existing industries in Jammu region

JKHC lawyers during a meeting at Jammu on Friday. 
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JAMMU: Five days Skill
Development Training pro-
gramme which commenced
from Feb 19, 2024 in premis-
es of Talab Tillo Nursery
under Capacity Building
Activities for Silkworm
Rearers/ Farmers under
HADP 2023-24 on the direc-
tion of Director Sericulture
J&K Ajaz Ahamd Bhat con-
cluded on Friday.

The programme was intend-
ed to promote the need for
skill up-gradation of Silkworm
rearers enabling them to
undertake silkworm rearing
on modern scientific lines. The
road map of the department
for this project aims at
strengthening the capacity
building activities to organize
exposure visits for Silkworm

Rearers and youth in collabo-
ration with Central Silk Board
to different states of India to
sensitize them about the latest
Sericulture techniques being
practiced by the Silkworm
Rearers outside J&K. The
department emphasized that
people in general and the
unemployed youth in particu-
lar need to be made aware
regarding the potential of the

Sericulture sector and various
schemes of the department to
increase their income genera-
tion capacity.

The Director of Sericulture
has also emphasized that the
department also aims to
undertake extensive mulberry
plantation across J&K and in
this regard, various institutes
and vacant retrieved land will
be covered under the planta-

tion programme so that the
abundant leaf reserve will be
provided to the Silkworm
Rearers in coming rearing
seasons.

A large number of farmers/
silk worm rearers participated
in the programme. Additional
Director Sericulture, Jammu
Sh. Ashwani Kumar Sharma
also benefitted by the rich
exposure he had gained in the
field. Farmers benefitted from
the experience of Additional
Director Sericulture. The
function was concluded with a
vote of thanks by Kavita
Shrama, District Sericulture
Officer, Jammu. Other offi-
cers of the department includ-
ing Narinder Singh, Accounts
officer made substantial con-
tribution to make the function
successful.

Five days skill development training programme concludes

Director Sericulture J&K Ajaz Ahamd Bhat 
presenting certificate. 
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JAMMU: The Kashmiri Displaced People
(KDP) Wing of the Democratic Progressive Azad
Party (DPAP) has articulated several demands
aimed at facilitating the voting process for
Kashmiri displaced people. 

The demands were highlighted by the leader-
ship of KDPW through its President Sanjay
Dhar, Chairman Piaray Lal Pandita, General
Secretary Raj Kumar Ticku, Naveen Gosani
Youth President, and Daizy Dhar, President
Mahila Wing. The KDPW urged the withdrawal
of the past practice of filing 'M' Form for
Kashmiri Hindus. They advocated for Kashmiri
Hindus to be treated on par with other voters,
eliminating any cumbersome procedures that
hinder their ability to cast votes freely. They
demanded the issuance of Voter ID Epic Cards to
be facilitated at the doorstep of each individual
through Mobile Camps.  These camps should be
authorized to issue cards on the spot and make
corrections in already issued cards, ensuring effi-
ciency and accuracy, they said. The KDPW lead-
ers called for the establishment of polling booths

nearer to the residences of displaced people, both
in non-camp areas and transit camps in the
Valley.  Additionally, they suggested the use of
Mobile Polling Stations in Jammu or elsewhere,
or the provision of concrete transport arrange-
ments to facilitate access to polling stations. They
emphasized the importance of displaying dis-
placed people voter records in advance, in a cor-
rect and accessible form at each Relief Zone in
Jammu or outside.  This is crucial for voter
awareness, especially given recent changes in con-
stituencies by the Delimitation Commission, they
said. The leaders of KDPW have already
engaged with the Chief Election Commissioner of
J&K to address these issues. 

They expressed gratitude to the Relief and
Rehabilitation Commissioner Migrants for con-
vening a meeting to discuss various voting facili-
ties and solicit suggestions for simplifying the vot-
ing procedure for displaced people. Despite these
challenges, the leaders remain hopeful that the
best possible facilities will be provided to ensure
the exercise of voting rights during the upcoming
elections.

KDP Wing of DPAP highlights demands

615 CTs as SgCTs, two
SgCTs as HCs promoted

in Jammu zone
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Additional
Director General of Police
(ADGP) Jammu Zone,
Anand Jain, on Friday
issued promotion orders
in respect of 615
Constables (CTs) promot-
ing them to the rank of
Sg. Constables (SgCTs)
and two SgCTs as Head-
Constables (HCs). 

This move underscores
the commitment of the law
enforcement agency
towards recognizing merit
and fostering professional
growth among its person-
nel. 

The promotion of these
officials reflects dedica-
tion and exemplary service
demonstrated in their
respective roles. It also
serves as a testament to
unwavering commitment
to upholding excellence in
its ranks.

The ADGP reiterated
the department's pledge to
maintain the highest stan-
dards of integrity, effi-
ciency, and public service. 

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of meritocracy, the
ADGP affirmed that pro-
motions are based on per-
formance, competence,
and adherence to the val-
ues of the department. 

Furthermore, these pro-
motions are expected to
motivate other personnel
to strive for excellence in
their duties and con-
tribute positively to the
objectives of law enforce-
ment and public safety, he
said.

The ADGP expressed con-
fidence that the promoted
officials would continue to
serve with diligence and
dedication, further enhanc-
ing the effectiveness and
reputation of the law
enforcement agency.


