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STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: A delegation
from the All-India National
Public Sector Employees
Federation (NPSEF) met
Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
Science & Technology, Dr.
Jitendra Singh, at his DoPT
office in North Block to discuss
various pension scheme options
and recent reforms.

The NPSEF representatives
expressed gratitude to Dr.
Jitendra for the recent amend-
ments to the National Pension
System (NPS), particularly
the increase in government
contribution from 10% to

14%, providing greater finan-
cial security to employees post-
retirement. 

They also welcomed the
Unified Pension Scheme
(UPS), which aims to stream-

line pension management and
enhance benefits for employees
across various sectors.

Dr. Jitendra briefed the dele-
gation on the advantages of
NPS and UPS, urging employ-

ees to make informed choices
regarding their pension plans.
He reaffirmed the govern-
ment's commitment to ensur-
ing a secure, transparent, and
well-managed pension system.

The Federation representa-
tives appreciated this initiative,
noting that it has eliminated
the need for pensioners to visit
banks or post offices, as verifi-
cation can now be done via
smartphone. The Minister also
emphasized the use of Facial
Recognition Technology in
delivering Jeevan Praman cer-
tificates, reducing delays and
fraud while enhancing conven-
ience and security for pension-

ers.
The meeting was attended by

V. Srinivas, Secretary, DoPPW,
and Dhrubjyoti Sengupta,
Joint Secretary, DoPPW. The
NPSEF delegation included
Dr. Manjeet Singh Patel,
National President; Ashish
Singh, President, Ordnance
Employees Union,
Muradnagar; Manish
Prajapati, Leader, Delhi
Nurses Federation; Sanjeev
Verma, President, IGNOU
Staff Association; Vinod Yadav,
Secretary, Delhi Teachers
Association, along with Mohd
Iqbal Qasim, Arun Verma, and
Shyam Sunder.

Employees Federation delegation meets Dr Jitendra,
discusses ‘Pension Scheme’ related issues

Delegation members calling on Union Minister 
Dr. Jitendra Singh at DoPT, North Block, New Delhi.
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JAMMU: The Maha
Shivratri Mahotsav 2025
commenced on Monday
with deep spiritual devo-
tion and cultural grandeur
at Panjvaktra Mahadev
Mandir, one of Jammu's
most revered Shiva tem-
ples.

The three-day festival
opened with the Chetna
Yatra of Baba Kalibeer
and local deities, a signifi-
cant religious and cultural
procession. Starting from
the temple, it passed
through Rajinder Bazar,
Shahidi Chowk, Residency
Road, Raghunath Bazar,
City Chowk, and Kanak
Mandi before returning to
the mandir. Devotees lined
the streets, offering
prayers as the Dogra
Band by Mohan Lal &
Party and Karkan by Sh.
Natha Ram & Party added
a traditional touch.

The temple was beauti-
fully illuminated, with
earthen lamps, floral deco-
rations, and the resonance
of bells and Vedic chants
creating a truly divine
atmosphere.

This year's Mahotsav
also saw the inauguration
of a grand open-air stage
within the temple premis-
es, enhancing the scale of
cultural performances.
Speaking on the occasion,
Suresh Kumar Sharma
Receiver, Panjvaktra
Mahadev Mandir
expressed his delight at
the growing scale of the
festival. He stated, "This
newly constructed stage
will serve as a platform to
showcase our rich spiritual
and cultural heritage. It

will not only enhance the
Mahotsav's grandeur but
also encourage the
younger generation to con-
nect with our traditions."

He further emphasized
the role of artists in pre-
serving cultural traditions,
saying, "Artists breathe
life into our traditions.
Their dedication and
artistry elevate this
Mahotsav to a divine expe-
rience, blending devotion
with creative expression."

The new stage hosted a
soulful evening of semi-
classical bhajans by
Pankaj Pradhan, Mohit
Kashyap, and Master
Krishna, with musical
accompaniment from
Rakesh Anand (Flute),
Guru Parshotam Kumar
(Pakhawaj), and Sr.
Amarjeet Singh (Violin).
A captivating
Bharatnatyam perform-
ance by Neetika Aggarwal
added to the cultural rich-
ness.

The first day concluded
with Prasad Vitran,
spreading divine blessings
among devotees. The over-
whelming participation
highlighted the spiritual
significance of Panjvaktra
Mahadev Mandir, home to
the self-manifested Aap
Shambhu.

Organized in collabora-
tion with the Directorate
of Tourism, Jammu, and
J&K Academy of Art,
Culture & Languages, the
Mahotsav continues with
rituals, bhajans, classical
performances, and the
grand Shiv Vivah, inviting
devotees to immerse in
this sacred celebration.

3-day Maha Shivratri Festivities begin
at Panjvaktra Mahadev Mandir

Chetna Yatra of Baba Kalibeer taken out in Jammu.
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JAMMU: Deputy
Commissioner Jammu
Sachin Kumar Vaishya,
convened a meeting to
review Swachh Survekshan
activities, the world's
largest urban cleanliness
survey. The meeting
focussed on strengthening
sanitation measures in the
district through citizen
participation and inter-
agency coordination.

Joint Commissioner
(Health & Sanitation),
Jammu Municipal
Corporation, Abdul Star,
briefed the Deputy
Commissioner on the new
framework of Swachh
Survekshan.

The survey has been
redesigned with simplified
assessment parameters
categorised into ten key
focus areas- visible cleanli-
ness, segregation, collec-
tion & transportation of
waste, solid waste manage-
ment, access to sanitation,
used water management,
mechanization of de-sludg-
ing  services, advocacy for
Swachhata, strengthening
of ecosystem & institution-
al parameters, overall wel-
fare of sanitation workers
and citizen feedback and
grievance redressal.

The Deputy
Commissioner stressed the
importance of maintaining
visible cleanliness across all
areas. Surprise inspections
were also recommended to
ensure adherence to clean-
liness protocols.

Highlighting the need for
sustainable sanitation
practices, the DC called for
enhanced coordination
among municipal bodies,
departments and other
stakeholders. He assured
full administrative support
to sanitation initiatives and
emphasised the importance
of community participation
in maintaining cleanliness
and hygiene.

Swachh Survekshan aims
to evaluate and rank cities
based on their sanitation
efforts, encouraging urban
local bodies to adopt
improved waste manage-
ment practices.

The meeting was attend-
ed by Chief Education
Officer JK Padha, Chief
Planning Officer Uttam
Singh, Executive
Engineers from Irrigation
& Flood Control
Department besides Sub
Divisional Magistrates,
Executive Officers of vari-
ous municipalities and oth-
ers concerned.

DC Jammu reviews Swachh
Survekshan activities


