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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Udhampur., on
Sunday concluded a com-
prehensive tour of District
Udhampur to review the
progress of ongoing agri-
cultural initiatives and
infrastructure under key
programs such as the
Holistic Agriculture
Development Programme
(HADP), Centrally
Sponsored Schemes
(CSS), and NABARD. 

The visit focused on eval-
uating the implementation
and impact of these proj-
ects, ensuring their align-

ment with the objectives of
sustainable agricultural
growth in the region.

The Director commenced
his tour with a detailed
meeting at the Chief
Agriculture Officer's
(CAO) office.

During the meeting, the
CAO  Sanjay Anand gave
a comprehensive Power
Point presentation, high-
lighting the progress,
achievements, and future
goals of various agricul-
tural schemes in the dis-
trict. 

This session provided valuable insights into the successful implementation

of these programs and
areas requiring further
attention.

After the meeting,
Arvinder Singh Reen visit-
ed the Soil Testing
Laboratory in Udhampur,
inspecting the facilities,
equipment and staff com-
petency. He shared con-
structive feedback on the
lab's functioning.

The Director also toured
Kawa Farm, where he
observed ongoing agricul-
tural projects and praised
the farming practices and
overall agricultural devel-

opment in the district. 
Notably, he inspected the

SMAF Nursery and the 35
MT Pasteurized Compost
Making Unit at SM Farm
Kawa. 

The Director highlighted
that the compost plant
would not only provide
ready-made pasteurized
compost to local growers
but also benefit adjacent
districts, supporting the
region's move toward self-
sufficiency in mushroom
production while creating
self-employment opportu-
nities for youth.

The Director also
reviewed the construction
of the Pesticide
Laboratory under
NABARD and visited the
controlled environment
cropping unit for mush-
rooms.

Accompanying the
Director were Chief
Agriculture Officer Sanjay
Anand, Assistant
Agrostologist Amit
Sharma, DAO (Extension)
Vinod Gupta, SDAO Ajay
Sharma and other senior
officers and staff.

Submit Passports, necessary
documents: Haj Committee

to intending pilgrims
STATE TIMES NEWS

SRINAGAR: The J&K Haj
Committee has asked all the
intending Haj pilgrims of Haj-
2025 to submit their original
International passports with
one photograph (white back-
ground) and pay-in-slip of 2nd
Installment (HCoI Copy) to
Haj House Bemina Srinagar.

The pilgrims of districts
other than Srinagar can
deposit the same at their
respective Deputy commis-
sioner's office from February 3
to 18, 2025, the notice issued
by the Haj Committee said.

35 MT Pasteurized Compost Unit coming up in Udhampur

Director Agriculture Jammu, Arvinder Singh Reen 
during visit to Udhampur.

STATE TIMES NEWS
BARAMULLA: MD
KPDCL Mahmood Ahmad
Shah on Sunday visited
District Baramulla where he
chaired a meeting of engi-
neers  to review power sce-
nario and implementation of
various centrally sponsored
schemes.

Besides SE  Muhammad
Hussain, the meeting was
attended by Executive
Engineer Ajaz Ronga and
other engineering /officer of
Kashmir Power Distribution
Corporation Ltd.

At the outset MD KPDCL
took a firsthand appraisal of
the power scenario and

directed the officer to ensure
smooth power supply to all

the major towns of the
District and far flung aeras.

MD was apprised about the
damages of the transformers
and replacements thereof.

On the occasion, the offi-
cers where directed to ensure
swift restoration of power in
case of inclement weather
and replacement of damaged
transformers as per the set
timeline.

He was informed about the
IEC awareness camps
organised at various location
across the district for the
promotion of PM Surya
Ghar Muft Bijli yojna.

He was also informed that
816 applications have been
received with installations of
28 units till date. 

On the occasion, MD
directed the officers to
ensure that all the applica-
tions received be perused
and installation be complet-
ed end of March 2025.

He further directed for
hand holding of the appli-
cants in completing the
installations and continuing
the campaign for maximum
benefits to the consumers of
the districts .

Shah also inspected vari-

ous receiving stations, feed-
ers, worksites and Grid sta-
tion. He also took on spot
review of the ongoing RDSS
distribution works of
Baramulla at Garkote,
Boniyar, Pahlipora, Bandi
and Watergam including
smart metering works.

Shah also checked charging
of DTs and AB Cabling net-
work in Uri Town executed
previously under IPDS. 

While inspecting the works,
he  emphasised to ensure all
the safety protocols to be fal-
lowed for the safety of the
Staff /Workers.

MD KPDCL reviews power scenario, RDSS works, PM Surya Ghar in Baramulla
Directs intensified campaign for  implementation of PM Surya Ghar-Muft Bijli scheme

MD KPDCL Mahmood Ahmad Shah visiting Baramulla.

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: In a signifi-
cant step towards wetland
conservation and environ-
mental awareness,
Kashmir celebrated World
Wetlands Day 2025 with a
series of events, discus-
sions, and community-
driven initiatives. The
event, jointly organized by
the Department of
Wildlife Protection and
the Wular Conservation
and Management
Authority (WUCMA), saw
enthusiastic participation
from government officials,
NGOs, conservationists,
students, and the general
public.

The celebrations com-

menced with a cycling
rally from Hokersar
Wetland to Narbal
Crossing and back, sym-
bolizing sustainable
mobility and environmen-
tal responsibility.
Participants, including
environmentalists and
students, were provided
with branded t-shirts and
caps to promote the mes-
sage of wetland protec-
tion.

One of the most notable
events was a multi-stake-
holder discussion involv-
ing officials, academi-
cians, journalists, and
conservationists, where
they deliberated on chal-
lenges affecting wetlands,

the necessity of stronger
conservation policies, and
strategies for sustainable
wetland management. 

As part of the celebra-
tions, a week-long cleanli-
ness drive was conducted
across multiple wetlands,
engaging volunteers,
NGOs, and local commu-
nities in restoration activ-
ities.

Adding to the event's
highlights, a photography
competition was organized
in various wetland loca-
tions across Kashmir,
drawing participation
from birdwatchers and
nature photographers.
Their photographs beauti-
fully captured Kashmir's

wetland biodiversity. The
winners will be honored
with trophies and certifi-
cates in a subsequent cer-
emony.

A significant moment of
the event was an oath-tak-
ing ceremony led by
renowned conservationist
Nazir Benazir, during
which participants
pledged to protect wet-
lands, discourage pollu-
tion, and promote eco-
friendly practices.

The event was attended
by Rashid Yahya Naqash,
Regional Wildlife Warden,
Headquarters, J&K as
Chief Guest,  Owais
Farooq, Project
Coordinator,  (WUCMA)

Altaf Hussain, Project
Coordinator,  (WUCMA)
& Wildlife Warden,
Wetland Division,
Kashmir besides, Dr.
Sheikh Gulam Rasool,
RTI activist and conserva-
tionist.

Representatives from
NGOs such as SRDE and

Wildlife SOS, along with
civil society members,
journalists, academic pro-
fessionals, volunteers, and
the frontline staff of the
Department of Wildlife
Protection and WUCMA,
actively engaged in dis-
cussions and awareness
programs.

Deptt of Wildlife Protection, WUCMA observe World Wetlands Day


