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LG chairs 50th meeting of SASB

Pratham Pooja for Shri Amarnath Ji

=m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: During its 50th

Board meeting, Shri
Amarnath Ji Shrine Board
(SASB) on Thursday

approved setting up Laser
and Sound Show dedicated
to 'Baba Barfani', to be host-
ed in both Srinagar and
Jammu. The show will also
serve as a cultural beacon,
highlighting the rich spiritu-
al history of the Union
Territory.

The Board also announced
that the Pratham Pooja for
the 2026 pilgrimage will be
performed on June 29, 2026
on the occasion of Jyeshtha
Purnimaa. The formal com-
mencement date for the
Yatra will be finalized soon.

The meeting was chaired by
the Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha, who is also the
Chairman of Shri Amarnath
Ji Shrine Board (SASB).

The Board approved vari-
ous key measures and inter-
ventions to further enhance
the spiritual experience and
convenience of devotees for
the upcoming 2026 Yatra.

Shri Amarnath Ji Shrine
Board decided to enhance
the accidental insurance

Yatr_a-2026 on

:3

LG Manoj Sinha cairing meeting of
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cover for registered yatris,
service providers, officials,
seasonal workers and pujaris
from Rs 5 lakh to Rs 10 lakh.

enroute the yatra.

He further directed instal-
lation of shelter sheds and
rain shelters on tracks for

tration of pilgrims; disaster
preparedness and mitigation
measures; adequate provi-
sioning of medical care facili-

Accidental insurance cover for registered yatris,
service providers, officials, seasonal workers,
pujaris enhanced from Rs 5 lakh to Rs 10 lakh

The Board also discussed
and approved various welfare
measures for SASB employ-
ces.

The Lieutenant Governor
directed the officials for iden-
tifying spots for installation
of suitable toilet facilities

Govt releases new CPI series; January
retail inflation at 2.75 pc

m STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Retail infla-
tion stood at 2.75 per cent in
January under the new
series of All India Consumer
Price Index (CPI), with 2024
as the base year, released on
Thursday:.

The new series released by
the National Statistics Office
(NSO) under the Ministry of
Statistics & Programme
Implementation has
increased the number of
goods from 259 to 308 and
services from 40 to 50 to pro-
vide a better picture of the
price situation.

The food inflation for
January has worked out to
be 2.13 per cent, and housing
at 2.05 per cent.

The retail inflation, under
the old series with base year
2012, was 4.26 per cent in

HC to hear Mehraj Malik’s
PSA case next week

u STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: The High
Court of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh will
hear next week AAP MLA
Mehraj Malik's petition chal-
lenging his detention under
the controversial Public
Safety Act.
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Temperature (Srinagar)
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January 2025 and 1.33 per
cent in December.

Headline inflation in rural
areas during January was
2.73 per cent and in urban
India 2.77 per cent, accord-
ing to NSO data.

According to the new CPI
series, Telangana had the
highest inflation at 4.92 per
cent, followed by Kerala and
Tamil Nadu.

According to the data, the
top 5 items with low inflation
in January were garlic,
onion, potato, arhar, tur dal,
and peas.

On the other hand, high
inflation was in silver jew-
ellery, tomato, coconut-
copra, gold, diamond, plat-
inum jewellery, and coconut
oil. Base revised from 2012
to 2024 using

B CONTD ON PAGE 9

pilgrims, service providers
and security personnel.

The meeting also discussed
ongoing projects, dissemina-
tion of Yatra-related infor-
mation, insurance cover for
ponies; extension of online
and pre-paid services; regis-

ties; langar and volunteer
services, telecommunication,
erid connectivity; Weather
Forecasting Infrastructure &
Systems, security and sur-
veillance; digital pre-paid
system for hiring
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BSF, Pak Rangers hold
flag meeting along 1B

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Border
Security Force (BSKF) and
Pakistan ~ Rangers  on
Thursday held a flag meet-
ing along the International
Border in the R S Pura sec-
tor here, officials said.

The meeting was held near
Bullechak Border Outpost at
the request of Pakistan
Rangers over an incident of
firing, the officials said.

They said the BSK' clari-
fied that the firing was part
of a scheduled training exer-
cise within its area of respon-
sibility. The meeting was
conducted in a cordial
atmosphere, with both
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Police recovers
another pistol from

arrested criminal

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SAMBA: Police on Thursday
recovered another pistol
from the house of a hardcore
criminal who was arrested in
Samba district the previous
day in a case FIR 12/2026
registered at Police Station
Ramgarh.

On Feb 11, 2026, a team of
Police Station Ramgarh had
arrested a hardeore criminal
namely Ranju Choudhary,
son of Kuldeep Singh, resi-
dent of Kathar tehsil
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Two BJP legislators walkout in support

= STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Two BJP legisla-
tors on Thursday staged a
walkout from the Jammu
and Kashmir Assembly in
support of extending reser-
vation benefits under the
Pahari quota to eligible

of Panari reservation expansion

community members,
including Pakistani
refugees residing in the
plains.

Narinder Singh Raina and
Arvind Gupta walked out of
the House, stating they
were not satisfied with the
government's response
regarding the extension of
reservation benefits under
the Pahari quota to commu-
nity members residing in
Jammu and other plain
areas.

Replying to the main ques-
tion on the subject raised by
Raina, Social  Welfare
Minister Sakeena Itoo said
the extension of Scheduled
Tribe-II (ST-1I) benefits,
covering Pahari-speaking
people among others, is
based on ethnic identity and
not on regional considera-
tions.

"The ST-I reservation (for
Gujjars and Bakerwals)
stands implemented uni-
formly across the entire

House passes grants of PWD, I&C, L&E,

SD &

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Legislative
Assembly on  Thursday
passed the grants amounting
Rs. 5,29,842.67 lakh for
Public Works, Rs. 86, 615.70
lakh for Industries and
Commerce, Rs. 28, 526.22
lakh  for Labour and
Employment, Rs. 19,881.72
lakh for Skill Development
and Rs. 6,492.81 lakh for
Mining Departments
through a voice vote.

The grants were passed
after daylong debate and dis-
cussion by the Members in
the House.

Deputy Chief Minister
Surinder Choudhary, who is
incharge Minister for these
departments, thanked the
members for their sugges-
tions and assured that their
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J&K Govt sends Rs 1,000 Cr propc;sal to finance

Deptt for restoration of roads damaged in floods

feedback would be considered
for effective project imple-

MMC operational in DIPR to track, rebut fake
news, misinformation on real time basis: Govt

= STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The government
on Thursday informed the
Legislative Assembly that
the Information
Department has estab-
lished a dedicated Media
Monitoring Cell (MMC)
in the Directorate of
Information and Public
Relations (DIPR) to
track fake and misleading
news on real time basis
and issue prompt rebut- |
tals through press releas- |-
es and official social
media platforms.

This was stated by
Education Minister, Sakeena
Ttoo, while replying to a ques-
tion raised by Legislator R.S.
Pathania regarding meas-
ures to tackle misinforma-
tion on behalf of Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah.

The Minister stated that
the MMC continuously moni-
tors print, electronic and
social media platforms and

leading content is identified,
rebuttals and fact-check
posts are issued to keep the
public informed.

She informed the House
that 28 rebuttals have been

issued by the DIPR between
1st April 2025 and 31st
January 2026, through 20
press releases and eight
through social media
handles.

The Minister fur-
| ther said that all the
departments  have
designated Nodal
Officers to monitor
department specific
misinformation. She
added that these offi-
cers have been provid-
ed login credentials to
upload fake news
details on a dedicated
portal created by DIPR for
timely rebuttal and dissemi-
nation.

The Minister also clarified
that the regulation of web-
sites, digital platforms
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The Deputy Chief Minister,

Drug peddler’s
house attached

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Jammu and
Kashmir Police on Thursday
attached a three-story resi-
dential house belonging to an
alleged drug peddler in
Bandipora district.

Police have attached a three-
storey house of notorious drug
peddler Mohammad Shafi
Sheikh, here in Ward No 5,
Sheikh ~ Mohalla, under
Section 68-F of the NDPS
Act 1985, a police spokesper-
son said. According to the
spokesperson, Sheikh was
found involved in several
NDPS cases registered at the
Bandipora police station.

During the investigation, the
police identified the property
as illegally acquired. It was
prima facie acquired from the
illicit trafficking of Nareotic
drugs and  Psychotropic
Substances by the owner, the
spokesperson added.

rtments

in his speech, said the Omar
Abdullah led government
aims to create a robust road
network and connect habita-
tions for enhanced socio-eco-
nomic growth in the Union
Territory. He highlighted the
focus on Industries &
Commerce to boost invest-
ment and MSME growth and
efforts under Mission YUVA
to promote entrepreneurship
and employment in J&K.
The Deputy Chief Minister
said  that  the  Skill
Development ecosystem is
being strengthened to align
with the market demand and
preserve traditional crafts.
Besides, emphasis is being
given on sustainable resource
utilization and policy reforms
for infrastructure
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Union Territory of J-K. The
reservation under the ST-11
category is not region-based
or area-specific but is given
on the basis of Pahari eth-
nicity to various groups,"
she said. Responding to a
query on whether the gov-
ernment intends to extend
ST-II reservation benefits to
persons belonging to the
Pahari ethnic group resid-
ing in Jammu to uphold
constitutional principles of
equality and non-discrimi-
nation, the minister said the
policy is consistent with
constitutional principles of
equality, fairness, and non-
discrimination.

The issue also triggered a

heated exchange between
the BJP members and
National Conference MLA
Ajjaz Jan, who strongly
opposed any extension of
reservation  benefits  to
Pahari families residing out-
side the hilly belts.

Talking to reporters, Raina
questioned the government's
stand, saying that if mem-
bers of Scheduled Tribe (ST-
1) are entitled to reservation
benefits irrespective  of
where they reside, the same
prineciple should apply to
Pahari-speaking people.

He argued that geographi-
cal area should not be made
a criterion for extending the
benefits.

GOC White Knight Corps visits forward areas

in Rajour, calls for relentless vigilance
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GOC White Knight Corps Lt Gen P K Mishra interacting with

troops during his visit to forward area along LoC in Rajouri.
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m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: General Officer
Commanding (GOC) of
‘White Knight Corps Lt Gen
P K Mishra on Thursday vis-
ited forward areas along the
Line of Control (LoC) in
Rajouri district of Jammu

and Kashmir, asking the
troops to maintain relentless
vigilance and professional
excellence to meet emerging
threats, the Army said. Lt
Gen Mishra visited
Nowshera sector and
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Over 1,400 illegal structures demolished
across J&K since October 2024: Govt

= STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A total of 1,425
illegal structures, including
residential, have been razed
across Jammu and Kashmir
since the formation of the
National Conference-led gov-
ernment in October 2024,
the Assembly was informed
on Thursday.

The demolished properties
included the house of jour-
nalist Arfaz Ahmad Daing in
Jammu, with the govern-
ment saying due procedure
under the J-K Public
Premises  (Evietion  of
Unauthorised Occupants)
Act, 1988, and other relevant
laws was followed prior to the
action.

Chief  Minister ~ Omar
Abdullah provided the infor-
mation in a written reply to a
starred question by PDP leg-

islator Mir Mohammad
Fayaz.
On the demolition of

Daing's house by the Jammu
Development Authority on
Nov "...Daing in his written
statement submitted on
November 19, 2025 had stat-
ed that he has no connection
with the said land or proper-
ty. The demolition drive was
conducted only after due ver-
ifications from the concerned
revenue authorities and after
following due procedures,"
the chief minister said.

The news portal journalist's
house was demolished by the

Jammu Development
Authority on November 27
last year.

Asserting that no construc-
tion is permitted without
proper authorisation,
Abdullah said demolition

drives are carried out only
after verification by revenue
authorities concerned and in
accordance with due process.

The demolished structures
included 1,194 residential
and 231 commercial build-
ings, with Srinagar account-
ing for the highest number -
1,133 structures, including
119 commercial establish-
ments - brought down by the
J-K Lake Conservation and

Management Authority,
Srinagar Municipal
Corporation and Srinagar
Development Authority,

Abdullah, who is also minis-
ter in-charge Housing and
Urban Development, said.
Jammu distriet recorded
237 demolitions, including
75 commercial structures,
carried out by
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