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STATE TIMES NEWS
REASI: The Department of
Social Welfare, in collabora-
tion with Jammu & Kashmir
Rural Livelihood Mission
(UMEED), organised a Skill
Development Training
Programme on "Traditional
Products and Handicrafts"
wherein the skill of making
Chabri, Binna, home decor
and allied products from
local grass shall be imparted
to the trainees from the
minority community under
the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao
(BBBP) scheme at Village
Dasanoo, Panchayat
Panassa. 

The event was inaugurated
by District Social Welfare
Officer, Reasi, Sachin
Sharma, and was attended
by 25 members who will par-
cipated in the 10-day train-
ing programme.

While inaugurating the
programme, DSWO Reasi
emphasized the significance
of preserving and promoting
traditional crafts like
Chhabri Bina while empow-

ering women through skill
development and by making
them self-reliant. 

He highlighted that such
trainings play a vital role in
promoting self-employment
and economic independence
among women, particularly
from minority communities. 

He also stressed that such
initiatives under Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao con-
tribute to holistic develop-
ment of women by enhancing
their confidence and deci-
sion-making abilities.

He further added that the
aim of the programme is to
equip participants with prac-
tical skills in preparing tra-
ditional handicraft products,
enabling them to generate
income and contribute to
their family as well as socie-
ty. 

DSWO encouraged the
trainees to make optimum
use of the training and
transform the acquired skills
into entrepreneurial oppor-
tunities. 

He also sensitized the par-

ticipants about various
financial schemes available
to help them to start self-
employment ventures, assur-
ing them of support from the
department in securing for-
ward-backward linkages

with financial institutions. 
District Programme

Manager, JKRLM, conclud-
ed the event with a vote of
thanks, highlighting the
importance of such initia-
tives for building a sustain-

able livelihood for women in
the region. 

The officials of the
SANKAP- Hub for
Empowerment of Women,
Reasi were also present on
the occasion.

DSWO Reasi inaugurates Skill Development Programme on Traditional
Products and Handicrafts for Minority Community under BBBP

DSW Officer Reasi, Sachin Sharma inaugurating 
a programme.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Balvinder
Singh, an RTI and social
activist from Jammu and
Kashmir, has demanded
greater transparency from
the Department of
Geology & Mining regard-
ing the pricing of river-bed
materials, urging authori-
ties to publicly display
approved rates through
print and electronic
media.

In a statement issued
here, Singh criticised the
department for allegedly
failing to make the notified
rate list easily accessible
to the public. He said the
government is legally and
morally bound to maintain
transparency in the pric-
ing of natural resources
and called for immediate
publication of rates at
quarry sites as well as on
official platforms.

Singh emphasised that
the prices should be clearly

notified in volumetric
measurements such as
cubic feet or cubic metres
instead of weight-based
units, stating that volume-
based rates are easier for
consumers to understand
and help prevent arbitrary
pricing. He alleged that
the absence of a promi-
nently displayed rate
schedule has allowed some
building material suppliers
and crusher owners to
charge prices at their dis-
cretion, resulting in
exploitation of consumers,
particularly those from

economically weaker sec-
tions.

Highlighting the impact
of rising construction
costs, he said many fami-
lies are finding it difficult
to build even modest
homes due to unchecked
pricing of raw materials.
He asserted that citizens
have the right to access
natural resources at gov-
ernment-approved rates
and urged the department
to enforce strict compli-
ance.

The activist further
called for the immediate
publication and display of
approved rates at quarry
sites, crusher units and
official websites, along
with the establishment of a
monitoring mechanism to
prevent overcharging. He
warned that if transparen-
cy measures are not imple-
mented promptly, he may
seek legal recourse before
the competent authorities.

Balvinder seeks transparency in river-bed
material pricing in J&K

STATE TIMES NEWS
UDHAMPUR: Jasvir Singh, DDC
Member from Panchari-Moungri, while
addressing a press conference in
Udhampur, said that the recent rains,
floods, and snowfall have caused wide-
spread damage across the hilly areas of
Udhampur district. He said that the con-
dition of roads has deteriorated severely,
making transportation extremely difficult
and disrupting daily life and economic
activities. 

Singh said that Udhampur district is
among the worst affected, where natural
calamities have badly impacted agricul-

ture, horticulture, tourism, and road con-
nectivity. 

"The tourism sector has suffered a
major setback due to the poor condition of
roads and limited access to scenic and pil-
grimage destinations," he said.

He expressed gratitude to the
Government of Jammu & Kashmir and
the Government of India for their contin-
ued support but added that the financial
assistance made available so far is not
enough considering the magnitude of
damage.

"Amid the ongoing Budget Sessions of
the Jammu and Kashmir Legislative
Assembly and the Parliament of India, I
appeal to all Members of the Legislative
Assembly from Udhampur district and
the Member of Parliament representing
Udhampur-Doda-Kathua to raise the
demand for a special reconstruction and
rehabilitation package from all concerned
departments and ministries," Singh said.

He further emphasized the need for col-
lective efforts by the District
Administration, the Union Territory
Government, and the Union Government
to rebuild and revive the affected sectors. 

"Agriculture, horticulture, tourism, and
road infrastructure have been badly hit,
and only coordinated action can help
restore normalcy and support long-term
development," he added.

Need special package for reconstruction as rains, floods
and snowfall hit basic infrastructure: Jasvir

WR to introduce 12 more AC local trains
and 3 Non AC train Services from Feb 19

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Western Railway has announced the introduc-
tion of 12 additional AC local train services and 3 new Non-
AC local services on the Mumbai Suburban network with
effect from 19th February, 2026. With this augmentation, the
total number of services operated by Western Railway will
increase from 1410 to 1414.

The Mumbai Suburban network of Western Railway contin-
ues to strengthen passenger services in response to growing
commuter demand. Recognising the increasing preference for
air-conditioned travel, while also ensuring affordable options
remain available for the masses, Western Railway has adopt-
ed a balanced and inclusive approach to enhance the overall
commuting experience. The additional services are expected to
help ease overcrowding and provide greater comfort to pas-
sengers. According to a press release issued by the Public
Relations Department of Western Railway, out of the 12 AC
local services being introduced, 11 will replace existing Non-
AC services, while one will operate as a new AC service. In
addition, three new Non-AC services are also being intro-
duced. With this increase, the total number of AC services will
rise from 121 to 133. The number of AC services operating on
Saturdays and Sundays will see a significant jump from 77 to
106, further improving weekend travel comfort and capacity.

Additionally, a slow local service presently operating between
Bhayandar and Bandra will now originate from Virar,
enhancing connectivity and providing added convenience to
commuters along the route.

This initiative reflects Western Railway's continued commit-
ment to delivering safer, efficient, and passenger-friendly
services across Mumbai's lifeline suburban network.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Offering a festive
gift to passengers ahead of
Holi 2026, the Jammu
Division of Northern
Railway has announced the
operation of special reserved
trains from Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Katra to New
Delhi and Varanasi to facili-
tate smooth and convenient
travel during the peak holi-
day rush.

According to railway offi-
cials, special train numbers
04081/04082 will operate
between Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Katra and New Delhi.
Train No. 04081 will run
from New Delhi to Katra
with 16 trips from February
21 to March 8, departing at
11:45 PM and arriving at
12:00 PM the next day. Train
No. 04082 will operate from
Katra to New Delhi with 16
trips from February 22 to
March 9, departing at 9:20
pm and reaching at 10:00 am
the following day. The trains
will halt at major stations
including Panipat,
Kurukshetra, Ambala Cantt,
Ludhiana, Jalandhar Cantt,
Pathankot Cantt, Jammu,
and Udhampur.

Additionally, special train
numbers 04603/04604 will
run between Varanasi and
Katra. Train No. 04603 will
operate four trips from
February 24 to March 8,
departing Varanasi at 5:00
am and reaching Katra at
6:00 am the next day. Train
No. 04604 will run four trips
from February 22 to March
6, departing Katra at 6:15
PM and arriving in Varanasi
at 7:00 PM the following day.
En route, the trains will stop
at key stations across Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab,
and Jammu & Kashmir.

To further promote pilgrim-
age tourism, the Indian
Railway Catering and
Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) has also introduced
a full-fare tourist train (No.
00913) from Pratapnagar,
Gujarat to Katra via

Amritsar.
Senior Divisional

Commercial Manager Uchit
Singhal said the special
trains aim to ease festival
congestion and enhance pas-

sengers' chances of securing
confirmed tickets. Tickets
can be booked via the IRCTC
website, mobile app, or
through NTES and helpline
139.

Jammu Division to run Special Holi
Trains to New Delhi and Varanasi
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