e Saturday e February 14, 2026 STATETiMES El

Vishwa Bharat1 School celebrates Maha Shivratri

T f o !
Vishwa Bharati School students during Maha Shivratri celebration.

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Vishwa Bharati
Higher Secondary School
Akalpur Morh, resonated with
divine energy as students and
faculty came together to cele-
brate Maha Shivratri with a
program filled with devotional
songs, captivating dances and
enlightening speeches.

The school auditorium trans-
formed into a sacred space, was
adorned with  decorations
reflecting the spirit of Lord

Shiva. Present on the occasion
were Dr. S.K.Koul, President
Vishwa Bharati Women's
Welfare,  Yoginder  Koul,
Treasurer Vishwa Bharati
School, Annapurna  Koul,
Principal ~ Vishwa  Bharati
School Jammu,  Verinder
Dembi RAC Member, B.L
Saraf Retd. Session Judge and
Swami Kumar Maharaj from
Geeta Ashram was the chief
guest on the occasion. The cele-
bration commenced with the

'Welcome Address' by the school
Vice-Principal Sameer Bhat
followed by 'Ganesh Vandana'
and chanting of auspicious
mantras, creating an atmos-
phere of tranquility and devo-
tion. Students of all age
groups participated enthusias-
tically, showeasing their talent
and reverence for the festival.
The program featured a series
of soul-stirring devotional
songs that filled the air with
spiritual vibrations. The audi-

Men's, women's matches deliver excitement;
Quarterfmallsts seal spots in style

ning momentum by defeating
Ashish Bali and Sanjeev
Rometra 9-3 in another

ence was mesmerized by the
graceful and energetic dance
performances, depicting vari-
ous aspects of Lord Shiva's
divine persona.

In addition to cultural per-
formances, students delivered
insightful speeches highlight-
ing the significance of Maha
Shivratri, the importance of
Lord Shiva's teachings and the
deeper meaning behind the rit-
uals associated with the festi-
val.

Chief Guest in his address
threw light on the significance
of Maha Shivratri in Hindu
cultural heritage and advised
that all human beings should
follow a righteous path of life
to achieve Shiv Tatv for salva-
tion from repeated birth and
death.

The whole program con-
cluded with the 'vote of
thanks' by Dhristy of class
11th and distribution of
Prashad among all.

Five-Day Capacity Building Workshop concludes at JU

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A five-day Capacity
Building Workshop for faculty
members, organised by the
Department of Buddhist
Studies in collaboration with
the Malviya Mission Teacher
Training Centre (MMTTC),
University of Jammu, con-
cluded successtully today. Held
from February 9 to 13, 2026,
the workshop aimed at
strengthening the pedagogical
and research capabilities of
educators from across the
region.

The valedictory function was
eraced by Dr. Sandeep Gupta,
Regional Director of Indira
Gandhi  National  Open
University (IGNOU), as the
Chief Guest, while Prof. S.K.
Pandita, Director, MMTTC,
attended as the Guest of
Honour.

In his keynote address, Dr.
Gupta highlighted the signifi-
cance of capacity-building ini-
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Regional Director IGNOU, Dr. Sandeep Gupta being felicitated at JU.

tiatives in equipping teachers
to meet the evolving demands
of higher education, particu-
larly in the digital era. He
lauded the Department of
Buddhist Studies for its dedi-
cated engagement in
advanced research and schol-
arship in Buddhist philoso-
phy, art, and culture, and
emphasized the importance
of continuous professional
development to maintain
academic excellence.
Providing an overview of

the workshop, Ph.D.
Research Scholars Ginny
Sharma  and  Ruchika

Sharma introduced the dis-

tinguished resource persons
and presented a detailed
report of the academic ses-
sions. The workshop fea-
tured nineteen eminent
scholars from premier insti-
tutions including Jawaharlal
Nehru University, Panjab
University, Nava Nalanda
Mahavihara, the Central
University of Jammu, and
the University of Jammu.
Addressing the partici-
pants, Prof. Pandita com-
mended the Department for
organising a well-structured
and impactful programme
and urged faculty members
to apply the acquired insights

in their respective institu-
tions.

Earlier; Prof. Mohd. Reyaz
Ahmad, Head of the
Department of Buddhist
Studies, welcomed the digni-
taries and reiterated the
department's commitment to
academic dialogue and pro-
fessional growth.

Over 30 participants from
the University of Jammu and
various degree colleges
across Jammu & Kashmir
attended the workshop.

Certificates were distrib-
uted during the valedictory
session, followed by a vote of
thanks by Dr. Vivek Sharma.
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Sharma registered a convine-
ing 9-4 victory over Parth

Amar Sharma 9-5 to book
his semifinal berth. Hardeep
Singh dominated Akhilesh
Sharma with a commanding
9-2 win, while Gurleen Singh
cruised  past  Abhinav
Sharma 9-2 to secure his

Salwaan and Parth Gupta 9-
1. They continued their win-

defeated Sheezah Majeed 6-
3. However, it was Arushi
Kumari who stood out in the
round robin stage, register-
ing back-to-back wins over
Sheezah Majeed (6-3) and
Sarah Mahajan (6-3) to

ting the stage for thrilling
upcoming rounds.
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