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India-US trade deal ‘big decision’: Modi

‘NDA should not be complacent with wins in varlous elections’

u STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW  DELHI: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Tuesday said the India-US
trade deal is a "big decision”
that will benefit everyone in
the country, and asserted
that his government always
works in favour of the nation.

The Prime Minister made
these remarks at the meeting
of the NDA Parliamentary
Party, coalition MPs present
at the meeting said.

NDA coalition members
congratulated Modi for the
trade deals with the EU and
the US, saying it would
strengthen Indian manufac-

turers, exporters and entre-

Encounter in higher reaches of Udhampur,
JeM terrorists believed trapped

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: An intense gun-
fight lasting nearly an hour
rattled a remote forest area
in Udhampur district on
Tuesday after security forces
trapped two to three suspect-
ed Pakistani terrorists of the
Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM)
outfit inside a natural cave,
officials said.

One of the terrorists was
hit during the encounter but
managed to retreat into the
cave, even as the Army
inducted paratroopers and a
sniffer dog squad to neu-

NIA raids suspect's

house in Srinagar

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: The National
Investigation Agency on
Tuesday carried out searches
at the residence of a suspect
in Rainawari area here as
part of a probe into the ter-
ror ecosystem in Kashmir
Valley, officials said.

The searches were carried
out at a residential house in
Hazari Bazar locality in the
early hours, they said.

The NIA on Monday raid-
ed six locations across three
districts of Kashmir at
Rafiabad, Sopore and Bomai
in  Baramulla district,
Bandipora, and the
Parimpora area of Srinagar,
officials said.

The NIA officers carried
out the raids at the residen-
tial premises of former
Jamaat-e-Islami leader
Ghulam Ahmad Sheikh and
former militant Igbal Sheikh
at Bomai.

Raids were also carried out
at the residences of former
government employees
Mohammad Munwar Mir
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tralise the holed-up terror-
ists, the officials said.

Army's  White Knight
Corps in a post on X said a
contact was established with
the terrorists during an oper-
ation, named 'Kiya', by the
troops of Counter-
Insurgency Force Delta,
police and CRPF' at around
4 pm in the general area of
Basantgarh.

"Cordon has been estab-
lished. Firefight is on and the
operation is in progress," the
Army said. However, the
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preneurs.

The Prime Minister said
the India-US trade deal is a
"big decision" and will benefit
everyone in the country, an
MP who attended the meet-
ing said.

India and the US have
agreed to a trade deal under
which Washington will bring
down the reciprocal tariff on
Indian goods to 18 per cent
from a total 50 per cent.

Self-confidence is that
power with the help of which
everything is possible," Modi
said in a post on X in Hindi.

The prime minister said
this very power of the
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LG, CM greet people
on Shab-e-Barat

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha and
Chief ~ Minister ~ Omar
Abdullah besides Deputy
Chief Minister and Ministers
on Tuesday extended greet-
ings to the people on the aus-
picious occasion of Shab-e-
Baraat.

In a message, the
Lieutenant Governor said:
"On the holy oceasion of
Shab-e-Baraat, I convey my
greetings and best wishes to
all.

This sacred night offers
devotees a precious opportu-
nity to seek divine pardon,
blessings, and wisdom.
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Inspirational teachers transform students
Into mtrepld explorersLG |

LG Maan Sinha at the Insplratlonal Teachers Award Ceremony in Jammu

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on

NC MLAs holds protest seeking
restoratlon of statehood

m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Members of the
National Conference (NC)
on Tuesday staged a dharna
in front of the Assembly
complex, demanding the
restoration of statehood.

Ahead of the start of the
Assembly session, the NC
MLAs were seen carrying

placards reading "Restore
statehood and
Constitutional guarantees."
They raised slogans

demanding the restoration

NC Iegislators staging protest outside Assly.

J&K Govt approves liquication of SCARD Bank

u STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir government on
Tuesday said it has approved
the liquidation of the J&K

State Cooperative
Agriculture  and  Rural
Development (SCARD)
Bank.

In a written reply to the
Assembly, minister-in-charge
for  cooperatives  Javed
Ahmed Dar said the decision
was taken by council of min-
isters on December 3, 2025.
He was responding to a ques-
tion by PDP MLA Aga Syed
Muntazir Mehdi.

"As of now, the department

has not formulated any pro-
posal for the rehabilitation,
absorption or provision of
compensation to the employ-
ees working in the J&K
SCARD Bank," Dar said.

However, he assured that
the interests of employees
will be safeguarded in accor-
dance with the provisions of
the Jammu and Kashmir
Cooperative Societies Act,
1989, and the rules framed
thereunder; subject to future
policy decisions or instruc-
tions of the government.

Dar further said that meas-
ures have been initiated to
safeguard the interests of

depositors and borrowers of
the SCARD Bank.

"The issues affecting the
bank have been examined in
detail by the department in
consultation with NABARD,
and a structured, closely
monitored and legally com-
pliant course of action has
been advised to ensure an
orderly and transparent
process," he said.

As part of these measures,
a special Know  Your
Customer (KYC) verification
exercise covering all deposi-
tors and loanees across
branches, including the
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Night temperatures

rise in Kashmir

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Night temper-
atures across Kashmir rose
marginally, with Srinagar
recording a minimum of 2.8
degrees Celsius, over three
degrees above the seasonal
average, officials said on
Tuesday.

The minimum temperature
in Srinagar city has been ris-
ing slowly but steadily since
the end of 'Chillai Kalan', the
40-day harshest winter peri-
od in Kashmir.

The ski resort of Gulmarg
in Baramulla district was the
coldest recorded place
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of statehood and the protec-
tion of Kashmiris outside
the Union Territory.

"We are sitting on a dhar-
na in support of the
demand for restoration of
statehood," minister Satish
Sharma told reporters here.

NC MLA Tanvir Sadiq
said all NC members were
participating in the protest.

"This was promised to
us... It is now time to
restore it," he  told
reporters.

Tuesday emphasised the
need for forward-thinking
teachers who can equip stu-

dents for tomorrow's uncer-
tainties, like
Bl CONTD ON PAGE 9

EOW books 2 for forging documents
to secure MBBS admission

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: The Economic
Offences Wing (EOW) of the
Jammu and Kashmir Crime
Branch has registered a case
against two people for their
alleged involvement in secur-
ing admission into a medical
college here using a forged
physical disability certificate.
The EOW received infor-
mation that a student from
Ajas in Bandipora district
got an MBBS seat at
SKIMS Soura, Srinagar, in
2023 by producing fake cer-
tificates showing the student

as a 'person with disability'
and belonging to the econom-
ically weaker section, despite
not being physically disabled,
a spokesperson of the agency
said on Tuesday.

"Acting upon the informa-
tion, the Economic Offences
Wing, Srinagar, initiated a
preliminary verification into
the matter.

"During the course of veri-
fication, it surfaced that the
accused beneficiary, in con-
nivance with another individ-
ual resident of
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Two BJP MLAs stage walkout over

unsatisfactory responsefrom government

u STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: BJP MLAs Rajiv
Jasrotia and Pawan Gupta
staged a walkout from the
Jammu and  Kashmir
Legislative Assembly on
Tuesday, expressing their
dissatisfaction with the
responses provided by the
government on issues raised
during the proceedings.
MLA Rajiv Jasrotia walked
out after receiving, what he
described as "unsatisfactory
and evasive answers' from
the  government  side.
Following this, MLLA Pawan

Discussion on Motion of Thanks on LG’ s address commences In LA

= STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: The discussion on Motion

abuse and drug addiction in the
Union Territory, deseribing the fig-
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of Thanks on Lieutenant Governor's
Address commenced in Legislative
Assembly.

The motion was moved by MLA
Showkat Hussain Ganie and second-
ed by MLIA Dr. Rameshwar Singh.

Initiating the debate, Showkat
Hussain Ganie stated that more than
7000 people have been employed
since Omar Abdullah assumed office,
while around more than 23000 more
are currently in the process of
recruitment. He acknowledged that
the tourism sector had suffered ini-
tially, but noted that over two crore
tourists have since visited the region,
reflecting sustained efforts by the
government to revive the sector.

Highlighting infrastructure devel-
opment, he referred to construction
of major roads and tunnels, including
Sonamarg Tunnel, Shopian-
Surankote National Highway and
several flyover projects, aimed at
improving connectivity and boosting

Assembly Speaker Abdul Rahim Rather reading out motion of thanks.

economic activity.

He further mentioned key welfare
measures, including the free ration
schemes and the enhancement of old-
age pension, asserting that these ini-
tiatives were in line with the commit-
ments made in the election manifesto.

Rameshwar Singh who seconded

the motion, reflected the achieve-
ments in terms of education, health,
rural infrastructure said that the
present government has accepted the
challenges and the work it has done is
praise worthy.

He also expressed serious concern
over the growing menace of substance

ures as alarming.

Singh further emphasized that col-
lective efforts are essential to ensure
unity and sustained progress in
Jammu and Kashmir.

Mohammad  Yousuf  Rather
(Tarigami) highlighted that the
Budget should have a provision for
separate climate fund for Jammu
and Kashmir, on the lines of provi-
sions made in other States and Union
Territories, to effectively address cli-
mate-related challenges.

Sham Lal Sharma said that people
need respite from unscheduled power
cuts and more efforts need to be
taken in this direction as there has
been significant increase in revenue
realization in the power sector. He
also said that JJM schemes need to
be completed so that people will have
regular water supply. He further said
that more avenues need to be created
for generating employment for
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BJP MLA Pawan Gupta staging walkout

Gupta from Udhampur also
joined the protest and exited
the House in solidarity.

The walkout comes amid

protests in and outside the
Assembly, with legislators
demanding conerete
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CM tables J&K Jan Vishwas
Ordlnance, 2025

u STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Tuesday
tabled The Jammu and

Kashmir Jan  Vishwas
(Amendment of Provisions)
Ordinance, 2025 (Ordinance
No. 01 of 2025) in the

“90 ©:

‘Relief for our exporters’:
Omar welcomes US' tariff

cut on Indian goods

JAMMU: Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on Tuesday
welecomed the US govern-
ment's decision to bring
down reciprocal tariffs on
Indian goods, saying this
would bring relief to many
exporters in the country who
were facing difficulties in
view of the increased
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Jammu and  Kashmir
Legislative Assembly.

The Ordinance proposes
amendments to certain laws.
It seeks to decriminalise a
range of minor offences and
rationalisation across several
sectors.



