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The International Day of Foresta ia colebrated every yoar on
219 pf March, by raising awnrensss on the importance of all
types of Foresrs, The foresis are important for the survival of life
on canh and it is unimaginable to think of ganh bereft of forests.

The mmportance of conserving forcals for sustuining lile has
been prophesied by the Fishi, Sheikh Noorapd-Din Noorani, the
Alamdar--Kashmir in his famous words “dnn poshe beli, peli
van poshe”. The spirit of his wisdam can be visualized in this
year's theme for the [nlernationnl Day of Porests, "Forests amd
Sustainable Production and Consumption.”

The people of Jammu and Kashmir especially inhabiting
rural areas have integrated their lives walh the forests. However,
ever-increasing demand is testing the forests and it is time once
again that we bocome aware of susiainable production and
mindiul consumption. While on ons hand we are conserving the
precious forest resource, on the other hamd, the desire of the
people o grow and prosper needs to be satiafied.

The dedicated efforli of the governmenl in restoration of
natural forests and combating degradation with the involvement
of Panchavati Raj Institutions under the “Oreen Jammmu and
Kashmir Drve®, through "Har Gaon FNaryali® campalgn has
resulted in awakconing the masses 0 prolceting the forests, The
ppvernmeni Bt the same (ime has empowered Biodiversity
Mansgement Cammiltees and the Panchayatl Baj Institutions for
sustainable collectivn and consumplivn of forest produce.

On the International Doy of Forests, | extend my best
wishes Lo the people of J&K and the [oresi depariment for
contributing slgnificanty wwards the sustainoble development of
sJammau & Kashmir,
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*Irdermational ey of Forests.” The theme for this vear & “Foresis amd
Surkainably Proahuctacet dngd Conpumplion” o mike swarefc sl ob cdmégervalion
& protection ol foresis

Forests provide priceless coological, economic, sovisl and health
henefit aid we sz et rhie esaily acwalle fesomoe with the acive
invalversem ol the poople who depesal on dem el other siakcholders

Sustinsbde mansgement of [oresis and ptihzaizos of its nesowes
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Kashmir Dvlve”, "ine Beal Guand, Thae Yilage' under the campalgn "WMar Ceaon
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