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DAYA SAGAR

Prime Minister of India Narendra
D. Modi has been always express-
ing publicly his first intimate con-

cern for the cause of the economically
poor/ underprivileged/under represented
masses and he has  refurbished some
programmes of earlier governments,
even conceived many new programmes
& schemes  for common cause  irrespec-
tive of
region/religion/caste/creed/sex/age seg-
ment. Jan Aushadhi Drug Store pro-
gramme is one such scheme which was
first conceived by Lt Ram Vilas Paswan,
the then  Petroleum and Chemicals
Minister  in 2008 after he was convinced
that some pharma companies were fleec-
ing the patients with the help of pre-
scription writers by selling under their
brand name even those allopathic drugs
that were not bound by any patent
rights to the extent of marking the
drugs with 500 to 600  % higher MRP
than what could be labelled with a gen-
uine margin. Not only that one company
had marked it's Brand - say-A for salt
Amlodipine 5 mg with MRP of Rs. 11/
14 Tab and another company had
marked its Brand-say -B with MRP of
Rs.57 / 15 Tab but many doctors were
still prescribing Brand-B and not
Brand- A , why ? Ministry of Petroleum
and Chemicals  hence with  Bureau of
Pharma PSUs of India (BPPI) as the
nodal agency had decided to promote
the custom of prescription writing and
use & supply of  allopathic drugs  by
chemical name / generic name & ensure
that the drugs are also sold labelled with

genuine MRP through/ by member
pharma CPSUs  of India ( Indian Drugs
& Pharmaceuticals Limited
(IDPL),Hindustan Antibiotics Limited
(HAL), Rajasthan Drugs &
PharmaceuticalsLimited (RDPL),
Karnataka Antibiotics &
Pharmaceuticals Limited
(KAPL),Bengal Chemicals and
Pharmaceuticals Ltd. (BCPL ) so as to
dislodge the prevailing unfair system of
marking the drugs with unreasonably
inflated MRPs. First store was opened
in Amritsar somewhere in  2008. But
the progress was very dismal and even
after nearly 7 years when Narendra
Modi took over as Prime Minister of
India the   total revenue receipts of the
Bureau of Pharma PSUs of India
(BPPI) from  Jan Aushadi Stores
(Kendra) was  just of Rs.11 Cr (
Rs.11,05,39329.91) in 2015-16  in
India , a country  of 6.5 Lakh villages (
638365 villages- Census-2001)where
annual turnover of pharma market must
be then more than Rs. 2 lakh crore. It
could be said that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi had taken serious note
of that  and had put the programme on
his immediate priority  just like 'his pri-
vate' mission and programme was even
renamed as Pradhan Mantri Jan
Aushadhi Yojna  (PMJAY)  and han-
dling body BPPI  too has been by now
renamed as Pharmaceuticals and
Medical devices Bureau of India
(PMBI).Prime Minister has been refer-
ring this programme in almost  every
3rd of his public meeting and also in the
'Man Ki Baat'. 

Since  2019  even the
7th March is being
observed as Jan
Aushadi Divas. As per
the information released
by PMBI  as on 31st March 2020 , even
5 years after Narendra Modi's taking
over as PM ,  still there were  only 6306
retail outlets  in India and the annual
sales at MRP was  just Rs 433.60  Cr in
India of 739 districts  and 638365 vil-
lages- Census-2001. No doubt the num-
bers have grown after 2015 but with the
prices of drugs being sold under JA ban-
ner with chemical / generic name being
very much lower ( some where even one
fifth) than of drugs marked with brand
names there should have been rush for
taking retailer stores for these drugs as
well as rush of buyers of these drugs  but
the number of stores  and the value of
drugs sold under JA banner as quoted
here in above has been too insignificant
even after 12-14 years of start of this
programme when one  looks at the  bal-
ance sheet of (PMBI) ending 31-03-
2020  where total revenue from opera-
tions has been just Rs,278 cr
(Rs.278,01,49235 )  including  surgical
appliances  in a country like India
where the total Annual Turnover of
Pharmaceuticals was Rs. 2,89,998 crore
for 2019-2020. Imagine how much
money has been drained unfairly by
drug sellers out of the pockets of com-
mon sick in India even when we  go by
the official sources reporting to PM that
presently the turnover has been  Rs.800
Crore and over 8000 JA Kendras (
stores) have been opened ?. So even by

that standard the sales are
nowhere near to  a fair
share about Rs 300,000 Cr
Pharma trade (Rs.
2,89,998 crore for 2019-

2020), imagine even if branded drugs
sold are only 100% inflated common
Indian is losing about Rs.1,50, 000 cr
every year.

More so Jan Aushadi banner drugs
offered under chemical / generic name
can cover the needs of more than 95 %
of the sick/ailing people but  still very
less people genuinely know about these
stores, why? Not many  people have
come forward to open these shops  when
on face of it  there can be huge rush on
these shops , why ?  This Jan Aushadi
Divas it was the occasion to find answer
to these questions and provide feedback
to Prime Minister , but that did not hap-
pen except for some success stories
gathered by the concerned 'depart-
ments'. Should not government of India
/ States / UTs  have investigated into
that and apprised the PM of the reasons
for 'huge' short fall ? Modi interacted
with JA store owners on 7th March but
I could not find report of such like feed
back to Modi.

To my fair wisdom one of the prime
reasons, rather the immediate reason to
be taken notice of , for fall back of the
JA programme (inspite of Modi taking
personal interest) has been that the
doctors (not even doctors in government
service/government hospitals) do not
write  prescription by chemical name /
generic name even for the drugs that are
patent free .No doubt it was in the year

2018 that J&K government had even
ordered appointment of daily prescrip-
tion audit cells in government hospitals
but  that too has remained only a formal
order. Hope  when such feedback  reach-
es Modi he would surely  express his
unhappiness to those who 'simply' write
success stories for such @functions.

As far as possible writing prescription
by chemical name ( generic name)
should be strictly enforced on ground
immediately  on doctors in government
service and in medical colleges which is
very much needed to make patients
believe that the medicines sold by gener-
ic name (chemical name) are equally
effective  and  to make people shed the
myth cultivated by 'other side'  that
generic medicines are not as good. Jan
Aushadi shops  should be on first prior-
ity targeted for opening atleast in all
medical college hospitals, government
hospitals at district, sub district hospi-
tals and Community health centres.

Such actions would also create pres-
sures on the pharma companies for low-
ering prices and with patients approach-
ing shops with generic name prescrip-
tion more & more people will approach
for opening shops under JA banner.
Ofcourse when shops are easily available
in near vicinity the  patients needing
drugs in small quantity will not have to
spend extra money / time for reaching a
JA Shop.

Presently most of the patients visiting
JA Shops for drugs are those who have
got aware by catching on the 'informa-
tion' at their own level or under the
advice of some friends or  very rarely

with advice of some doctors with caring
heart  and  like those with diabetic /
hypertension/Rheumatoid (arthritis
joint pains)/ arthritis or any other non
communicable disease  which needs
longer duration treatment. 

But for making this great public wel-
fare programme to succeed and also have
check on  unfair pharma sector trading
the State/ UT Administrative
Departments of Medical Education
&Health, Directors of Health, Principals
of Medical colleges  will have to be there
on day basis for  enforcing directions on
ground atleast as regards essential med-
icine category / non patent drugs. 

Additionally as said earlier the drugs
being sold by JA stores should not be
"introduced " by authorities as cheap/
affordable and for the poor drugs  since
these drugs are neither subsidised by
government nor are low priced drugs but
are drugs which are genuinely priced and
are for all sections of society. Yes, we may
have many poor / low paid employees
who may be at occasions avoiding taking
drugs for self due to there being inflated
MRP and drugs from JA Stores will
surely enable them not miss a  dose.

To some extent in States / UTs like
J&K another obstacle in promoting Jan
Aushadi Kendras / shops is  private
practice by government  doctors  and
government should consider discourag-
ing that as had been done at occasions in
the past when State was under
Governor rule.

(The  Author  is  Sr  Journalist,  
social  activist  &  leading  scribe  J&K

affairs  dayasagr45@yahoo.com).

Drugs sold by Generic name are not cheap drugs for poor but are genuinely priced  drugs for all
To make Jan Aushadhi Pariyojna a success make atleast Government doctors prescribe by generic name

Drugs sold by JA stores should not be ‘referred’ by authorities as cheap/ affordable & for the poor
A Look

through the
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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Jammu and Kashmir Lt
Governor Manoj Sinha on Monday
said the Centre and his administration
are deeply concerned about the future
of students evacuated from war-hit
Ukraine and working on a policy to
facilitate completion of their studies in
the country.

Sinha was interacting with a group of
MBBS students of the union territory,
who have returned from Ukraine, at
Raj Bhawan here.

Met MBBS students of UT who have
returned from Ukraine at Jammu Raj
Bhawan. Assured the students that
GOI & UT govt is deeply concerned
about their future and working on a
policy so they can complete their stud-
ies in the country, he tweeted and

shared a picture with the students who
included both boys and girls.

A BJP spokesperson said the group
of students was led by party secretary
Arvind Gupta and submitted a memo-

randum expressing gratitude for the
concern shown by the government for
their evacuation from Ukraine.

Through the memorandum, the
spokesman said they expressed their

gratitude towards Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for the successful con-
duct of Operation Ganga', which led to
the safe return of Indian students who
were struck in Ukraine after the
Russian invasion.

The students also expressed their
gratitude towards Sinha for the
unconditional support in managing
the crisis, he said.

They were also thankful to the local
administration for working as a bridge
between parents and the government,
the spokesman said.

He said the students shared their
worries about future studies due to the
prevailing situation in Ukraine and
requested the Lt Governor to help
them to continue their studies in
India.

Centre to help J&K students returning from
Ukraine to complete their studies: LG

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: JKPCC Working
President Raman Bhalla on
Monday claimed that party rec-
ognizes the hard work of grass-
root workers who alone can
take party achievements and
programmes to the people and
bring the party back to power
to serve the masses.

He was interacting with
prominent persons of various
areas of RS Pura constituency
as a part of his mass contact
programme to mobilize public
opinion against BJP's wrong
policies and programmes on
Monday.

He said that Congress is only
political force in the country
consistently playing role of

healthy opposition to highlight
the issues of each section and
opposing anti-poor, anti-farm-
ers and anti-people policies of
BJP. He claimed that Congress
would emerge as single largest
party in next elections in J&K.

Bhalla said that his biggest
responsibility is to convey the
message of his party to every
nook and corner of J&K and to
counter negative propaganda
by responding to what
Congress has done in the last
70 years.   

Speaking on the occasion,
Bhalla said that we are ready
to debunk the misinformation

concerning the party and work
towards conveying the truth.
We want to convey what
Congress stands for and detail
our works. The main motive of
the BJP is to criticize you by
abusing on social media and
try to test your temperament
and silence you, something
which we should understand. It
is necessary to ignore such
comments and never stoop to
their level. It is better not to
respond to abusive comments,
added Bhalla .

Bhalla further said that
Congress is like a sea, there is
no end to it and it is not some-
thing that will sink. When
opportunity comes we will be
strong. In politics winning or
losing is common, we believe in
ideologies. Congress has
always opposed to the laws
which target one particular

community. We have been fol-
lowing the constitution and we
have preserved it for 70 years.
Equally, I stand tall and proud
as a Congressman and I am
happy that we fought a vigor-
ous and ferocious electoral bat-
tle with a straight bat. We have
a rich, over 125 years legacy to
cherish the sweet fragrance of
innumerable electoral victories
at the Central and State levels
and the resilience of bouncing
back from defeat involving sim-
ilar abysmal figures. I have
absolutely no doubt that we can
and shall overcome this, too.
The Congress has seen similar
bad times and has always
emerged strong and solid. As
victory must be accompanied
by grace and humility, defeat
should be followed by genuine
introspection and quick mean-
ingful reforms, added Bhalla.

Congress is like a sea, no end to it: Bhalla

JKPCC Working President Raman Bhalla chairing a meeting. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Three days work-
shop of programme on imple-
mentation on National
Accreditation Board for
Hospitals & Health Care
providers (NABH) 5th edi-
tion Hospital Standards
started at GMC, Jammu as
per the directions and guid-
ance of Additional Chief
Secretary HME Vivek
Bhardwaj.

The workshop was inaugu-
rated by Principal & Dean,
Dr. Shashi Sudan Sharma,
who said that GMC being a
tertiary care hospital is pro-
viding best healthcare servic-
es to the public and under the
guidance of Additional Chief
Secretary HME Vivek
Bhardwaj, the institute is
progressing further and we
are constantly trying to
improve the healthcare serv-
ices and this training shall
definitely  help in adoption of

best practices in the
Hospitals. 

She highlighted the role of
standardized training by
NABH and  impressed upon
the participants that the
intent of programme is to
improve the healthcare quali-
ty and patient safety in the
hospitals with the aim of
being recognized nationally &
internationally  at par with
other healthcare accredited
Hospitals accredited by
International Society for
Quality Assurance (ISQUA)
in Healthcare. 

She exhorted the partici-
pants to learn the best prac-
tices and implement the same
on daily basis in their work-
ing.

The training is being
attended by 42 participants
from different departments
which includes Faculty &
Nursing Staff.

The Course faculty of

NABH headed by Dr. Punam
Bajaj, Director NABH shall
train the participants on 5th
Edition of NABH
Accreditation Standards for
Hospitals in the 3 days train-
ing programme. 

In the welcome address Dr
Seema Gupta HoD,
Pharmacology, GMC Jammu
& Nodal Officer for this train-
ing said that the focus of
accreditation standards for
hospitals is not only to pro-
vide patient safety and quali-
ty of the delivery of services
by the hospitals but it also
brings Credibility, responsive-
ness, transparency and inno-
vation to the system.

HoDs, Administrator AH,
Medical Superintendents,
Faculty Members and para-
medical staff attended the
inaugural function. The vote
of thanks was presented by
Dr Shafqat Khan, OSD,
H&ME Deptt of J&K.

3 days NABH workshop starts at GMC Jammu

Principal & Dean, Dr. Shashi Sudan Sharma addressing a workshop. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
General Secretary Organization Ashok Koul has
announced plans to call for gatherings of work-
ers on April 6. The workers have been told to
converge on all party offices in the state to mark
the 42th foundation day of the party.

Crediting Narendra Modi for the BJP's victo-
ry in four assembly elections, koul said the peo-
ple's massive support to the party shows their
stamp of approval for the prime minister's
schemes and policies. "Today the results of the
elections have come unilaterally in favour of the
BJP koul further told BJP workers in Srinagar,
"We all are very lucky to have PM Modi as repre-
sentative.

Koul said that the BJP is fully prepared to
fight the Assembly elections on its own and form
the next government in the Union Territory
(UT). The BJP has set a target to win over 50
seats in the J&K elections - the dates for which
will be announced after the completion of the
delimitation exercise.  He urged the Bharatiya
Janata Party workers to become a "bridge of
faith" between the party and the people and said
they must forge ties with the people based on the
party's guiding values of "service, resolve and
sacrifice.

Koul also stated that in this regard a review
meeting with the party's main leaders in which
all preparations were reviewed.

During the meeting former (MLC) Surinder
Ambardar said that BJP is the only party com-
mitted for the welfare and development of people
in every nook and corner of the country- includ-
ing Kashmir valley.

UT Spokesperson Abhijeet Jasrotia said that
BJP is the only secular party of this Nation
because whatever schemes or grant which comes
from centre is equally distributed among all.
"Sabka Sath Sabka Vikas Sabka Bishwas" is
actually ground realities as a Panch or Sarpanch
in present regime is delivering more then what
Ex MLA of dynastical parties couldn't deliver.

BJP Kashmir plans large gatherings to mark its Foundation Day

We all are very lucky to have PM Modi
as representative: Koul to BJP workers

BJP General Secretary (Org) Ashok Koul
interacting with party workers at Srinagar. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Seeking early resolution of numerous long pending
issues faced by teachers across twin Union Territories, the All
Jammu Kashmir & Ladakh Teachers Federation (AJKLTF)
affiliated with Akhil Bharatiya Rashtriya Shaikshik Mahasangh
(ABRSM) J&K has urged the Government for initiating neces-
sary measures in this regard. Speaking during a press statement
here on Monday, General Secretary AJKLTF, Rattan Sharma
along with other office bearers demanded immediate restoration
of of Old Pension Scheme. "The provisions under NPS are dis-
criminative in nature, keeping in view financial insecurity to
employees in future. As such AJKLTF demands that old pen-
sion scheme be restored at the earliest," he added. AJKLTF
leaders further demanded holding DPC for teachers to promote
them to Master grade besides regularisation of Incharge
Lecturers/ Headmasters. They also sought revision of pay scales
of teaching fraternity at par with other UTs. The leaders also
urged for formulation of a transparent/ rational/ uniform trans-
fer policy for all cadre of teaching fraternity including erstwhile
RReTs. Prominent among others present on the occasion includ-
ed Rakesh State Executive Member, Pawan Seh-Media
Prabhari, Rahul Sharma Secretary District Jammu and
Jasmeet Singh Madaan Vice-President Jammu District.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Jammu-based Tiger Division of
the Indian Army's Rising Star Corps on
Monday celebrated its 80th Raising Day with a
wreath-laying ceremony at the war memorial
here to pay homage to the soldiers who sacri-
ficed their lives for the nation, a defence
spokesperson said.

General Officer Commanding, Tiger Division,
Maj Gen Neeraj Gosain extended warm greet-
ings to all personnel and their families. He
exhorted all personnel to rededicate themselves
to the service of the nation, the spokesperson
said. Deputy General Officer Commanding Brig
Gautam Segan laid a wreath at the Tiger War

Memorial along with Lt Col Rishma Sarin.
Junior Commissioned Officers and other per-
sonnel also paid homage to the slain soldiers, he
said.

A two-minute silence was observed for the fall-
en soldiers of the division, he added.

The Tiger Division was initially raised in 1942
and participated in World War II. After WW II,
it was de-mobilised and was re-raised in March
1948 during the first India-Pakistan war. Since
then it has participated in the wars of 1965 and
1971, and in various operations including
Operation Vijay, Operation Parakaram and
Operation Zafran, where it earned laurels for its
valour, the spokesperson said.

AJKLTF seeks early resolution of
issues faced by teaching fraternity

General Secretary AJKLTF, Rattan Sharma 
talking to reporters.  

Lt Governor Manoj Sinha during meeting with J&K students 
evacuated from war-hit Ukraine. 

Army’s Tiger Division celebrates

80th Raising Day


