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International Day of Forests - 2023
Healthy Forests, Healthy Lives

HEALTHY FORESTS
FOR HEALTHY PEOPLE

MANDJ SINHA
LEEUTEMANT GOVEHRDR
JARPL B KASHMIR

The UN General Assembly proclaimed 21« March as the
International Day of Forests io celebrate and muse awarences on
the importance of forests, The theme for this year is “Forests and
health” which reaffirmas the importance of healthy forests for well
being of society. Large number of peaple around the world depend
on forests for provisioning of water, food, dmber, (uel wood, life
saving medicines as well as for livelihood, clean air and other
cCoEYSLEM BErVICes,

The Government of Jammu & Kashmir has talen several
initiatives for conservation of forests and increasing green cover af
the Union Territory. The programmes like *Green J&AK Dirive®, "Omne
Bear Guard, One Village Programme® under the campaign “Har
Gaon Haryali™s "Van Se Jal, Jal Se Jeevan™ are being carried out
with the involvernent of PRIs and forest dependent communities
including tribals,

The policy on “Sustainable Collection & Utilization of Non
Timber Forest Produce” recently sanctioned by the administration
has a huge potential to improve the health of people by providing
medicinal plant parts on sustainable basis. This can be achieved
by involving local people, especinlly women sell help groups and
tribal communities. This will alse create livelihood oppoctunities
for these forest dependent communities and help in conservation
of foresta.,

O thie Internalioral Dy ol Forests, | extend iy best wishes
Lo the people of Jammu & Kashmir and the Forest Department for
contributing sipnificantly towards the sustainable develapment of
Jammu & Kashmir.
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Dr. Arun Kumar Mehia, Dherraj Gupta,
1AS IAS Dir. Muhit Gera,
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