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All the scientists and technologists should work in 

appropriate region, specifically the rural technologies, to

transform Indian rural sector. -A. P. J. Abdul Kalam

The multidimensional approach of the Government to boost
agriculture and other allied sectors in the country is emerg-
ing as a major success. In place of following the traditional

system, the Government is trying to boost production of other pro-
duces also, through hybrid farming so that besides enhancing
socio-economic status of farmers, the increasing demand of food
grains in the country can also be met. In order to promote cultiva-
tion of millets (Shree Anna) like Jowar, Bajra, Ragi etc, the
Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare (DA&FW) has
been implementing a Sub-Mission on Nutri-Cereals (Millets)
under National Food Security Mission (NFSM) in 212 Districts
of 14 States since 2018-19. Under NFSM-Nutri Cereals, incen-
tives are provided to the farmers, through the states/ UTs, on crop
production and protection technologies, cropping system based
demonstrations, production & distribution of certified seeds of
newly released varieties/ hybrids, Integrated Nutrient and Pest
Management techniques, improved farm implements/ tools/
resource conservation machineries, water saving devices, capacity
building of farmers through trainings during cropping season,
organizing events/ workshops, distribution of seed mini kits, pub-
licity through print and electronic media etc. The interventions
such as setting up Centers of Excellence (CoEs) and seed hubs for
Nutri Cereals have also been supported under NFSM.

In addition, the Ministry of Food Processing Industries
(MoFPI) has approved the Production Linked Incentive Scheme
for Food Processing Industry for Millet-based products
(PLISMBP) for implementation during 2022-23 to 2026-27 with
an outlay of Rs. 800 crores. The Pradhan Mantri Formalization
of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme,
launched under the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan is currently
being implemented in 35 States and Union Territories (UTs).
Government is also popularizing Agri-Infrastructure Fund
Scheme to invite farmers/FPOs/Entrepreneurs to avail the bene-
fit of interest subvention on loans up to 2 crore for setting up pri-
mary processing units in millets (Shree Anna). To encourage
farmers to take up millet cultivation, higher Minimum Support
Prices (MSP) to Jowar, Bajra and Ragi has been announced.
Further, in view of 2023 being celebrated as International Year of
Millets (IYM), the Government of India is implementing a multi
stakeholder approach with focus on strategies to enhance produc-
tion and productivity, consumption, export, strengthening value
chain, branding, creating awareness for health benefits etc. The
first Global Event for IYM was organised by the Department of
Agriculture & Farmers Welfare on 18th March 2023. The occa-
sion was graced by the Prime Minister of India wherein IYM
engraved stamp and currency coin were also launched. As part of
the event, participants from 100 countries including six
Agriculture Ministers from leading millet producing/ exporting
countries, international organizations, scientists, Padma
Awardees, farmers, FPOs, international companies etc. partici-
pated. Moreover, a global level Exhibition-cum-Buyer-Seller Meet
(BSM) in collaboration with APEDA was organized with focus on
millets with participation of domestic and international exporters
for promotion of millets. Several other stakeholders such as
farmer producer companies/ farmers, self-help groups, schools,
agri-universities, Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs), gram
Panchayats, cooperative institutions, hotel management schools,
Yuva Kendras, Anganwari, Indian embassies, Ministry of
Railways and diaspora, etc. also participated in the event online.

Government is providing R&D support to Research Institutions
for popularizing nutritious millets. ICAR-Indian Institute of
Millets Research (IIMR), Hyderabad is undertaking various
research projects related to shelf-life, food standards, database
development etc. funded under NFSM. Central Food
Technological Research Institute (CSIR-CFTRI) is undertaking
R&D projects to tackle the bottlenecks in millet processing, value
addition and product development. Under the Pradhan Mantri
Formalization of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME)
Scheme of Government of India, CSIR-CFTRI, Mysore has con-
ducted several training and skill development programmes to
enhance competitiveness of existing individual micro-enterprises,
including millet based industries in the unorganized segment.
Under Rashtriya Krishi Vikas Yojana - Remunerative Approaches
for Agriculture and Allied Sectors Rejuvenation (RKVY-
RAFTAAR) program a Centre of Excellence for Processing
Millets and incubation centre is being set up consisting of around
8 processing lines dedicated to millets. These lines will help in
obtaining quality primary and secondary products with enhanced
shelf-life. ICMR-National Institute of Nutrition is conducting
R&D activities on millets such as on nutritional values of various
processed and cooked millets, efficacy of cooked millet diet, effect
of finger millet-based dietary supplementation.   

PROMOTING MILLET
CULTIVATION  

SHIV KUMAR PADHA

Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
during his address in one of the
auditoriums of Copenhagen, the

capital of Denmark on May 3, 2022
called upon the citizens of Indian origin
to inspire and motivate at least their five
non-Indian friends to visit India every
year under the slogan 'Chalo India'.
Emphasizing upon the slogan, he called
the Indian citizens as the real national
Ambassadors who can translate his sug-
gestions in reality better than the offi-
cial diplomats of India in the world.
Though the slogan Chalo India appears
like a simple sentence but it conveys the
depth of thought and far sightedness of
our visionary Prime Minister on the soil
of Denmark. The rationale  behind his
slogan  was to negate and counter the
anti India narrative being propagated
by  the hostile countries, self proclaimed
Nuclear powers expansionists  and the
countries  globally  divided into different
blocks on the basis of political ideology
and ethnicity. 

The main objective of these countries
is to tarnish the image of India at glob-
al level.  Different surveys of the self
styled advanced countries defame India
as a most communal, intolerant and per-
petrator of human atrocities in the
world. Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
in order to apprise the world community
about India, called upon the non Indian
citizens to visit the country and get first
hand information about the culture civi-
lization, traditions and actual unity in
diversity, so that they are not swayed

away by the false and vicious propagan-
da and narrative by some hostile and
jealous countries of the world. These
countries cannot digest easily the
progress and development of India in
field of defense, diplomacy and economi-
cal reforms. There are many developed
countries like America France, UK and
China which do not have peace of mind,
true happiness in spite of huge wealth
and natural resources.  The youth of
these countries is frustrated and have
nothing to achieve in their lives. They
are fed up of their purposeless lives.
India needs military strength to protect
her freedom and not to rob her neigh-
bors. India wants wealth to feed her
masses who are poor but this cannot be
the ideal of the nation.  India needs
something more which will bring peace
along with   wealth and power. If we go
through our ancient history we find how
India was great in power, wealth and
happiness during the times of Ashoka,
Chandergupt Mourya, Kanishak and
others.  During Vedic and the Buddhist
periods, we had great ideals which made
India so great in the past. 

This truth has been endorsed by the
travelogues of many travelers from other
lands who visited India from time to
times. Their travelogues talk in detail
about the rich culture, traditions, educa-
tional and administrative set up pervad-
ing thousands of years back. According
to the travelogues India had been the
pivot of knowledge, spiritualism, non
violence, free from atrocities on human
beings and animals.  All these virtues

made India Jagat Guru which was
acknowledged and endorsed at global
level. India has been always a source of
fascination for rulers and tourists from
throughout the world. The majority of
these visitors to India penned down their
own description of distinct focal areas.
Some wrote about courts activities, oth-
ers concentrated on modern architect
and monuments or described social and
economical aspects. Accounts of foreign
travelers played an important role in
determining India's destiny during
mediaeval and ancient periods. Their
accounts have been able to throw light
on various aspects such as administra-
tion and common practices during their
travels. 

Megasthenes the Greek Ambassador
had travelled to Kerala in BC 302 dur-
ing the times of Chandergupt Mourya
and was first to tell the world about such
a place in his reputed work 'Indica'. Fa-
Hein visited India during
Chandergupat-2 which was the Zenith
Gupt Empire in India. He wrote about
economical prosperity where he says
people were paying less taxes, he never
faced any law and order problem which
was the result of administration during
Gupta age. Heun Tsang visited India
during Harshvardhan time. 

He wrote his experiences in Si-K-Kyi
where he writes about his visit to
Buddhist pilgrim sites. He also wrote
about the university of ancient India
especially Nalanda international univer-
sity and explained about educational
system prevalent in India. According to

his accounts the Nalanda University was
internationally acknowledged, where
2000 teachers used to teach 10,000 stu-
dents. The university was attacked three
times by Gaudas, Bhaktiyas and Kuliji.
According to him the Library of the uni-
versity was matchless in the world. Al
Bruni, first Islamic chronicler, visited
India with Mohd Gazni. He learned
Indian way of life by learning Sanskrit
language. He learned Vedas and sacred
texts. He explained the religious condi-
tions of Varanasi prevalent during his
visit. The account is given in Kitab al
Hind.

Ibn-e- Battuta visited India during
Tuglaq rule. He mentioned the life in the
deep south Pallavas. Abdur Razaq visit-
ed Vijay Nagar during Devaraja-II of
Sangama dynasty. He describes the rich-
ness of the Kingdome and also the rele-
vance system of the Kingdome.
According to him the Vijay Nagar was
the center of appreciation for architec-
ture and the glory of the city Hampi.

Prime Ministers Narendra Modi
reposed his full confidence upon the
Indian citizens by calling them the
national ambassadors spread over the
world by assigning them the duty of
sending at least five non Indians to visit
India every year so that they can travel
in India from east to west and from
north to south and see India by their
eyes so that they can counter and belie
the vicious and false propaganda against
India.

(The  author  is  a  Social  
Activist  from  Basohli).

Knowing India in historical perspective

PRIYANKA SAURABH

It is everyone's responsibility to fight the menace of
fake news and misinformation. It covers all dimen-
sions from reducing financial incentives for fake

news to improving digital literacy among the general
public. Today, many agencies in the country are work-
ing to bring the truth of fake news to the people, but
this is not enough because their reach is not yet wide-
spread, due to which fake news can be curbed or the
truth can reach the people immediately. At the same
time, due to increasing fake news, social media plat-
forms are also working on it, because many times their
credibility has also been questioned, WhatsApp and
Facebook have also made many changes in their feature
to stop fake news, but on this yet more work needs to
be done so that a clean environment can be created.
Fake news is false or misleading information presented
as news and often intended to damage the reputation of
a person or entity or to make money through advertis-
ing revenue. Data from the National Crime Records
Bureau shows that 2020 saw an almost three-fold
increase in incidents of fake news and rumor-monger-
ing as compared to 2019. A total of 1,527 cases of fake
news were registered in 2020, as against 486 cases in
2019 and 280 in 2018. Fake news and misinformation
are a growing menace in India. False news and propa-
ganda spreading continuously in India are becoming a
serious social challenge for the country. In a country
like India, this problem is becoming more serious and
due to this, incidents of street riots and mob lynching
are often seen. In India, which has over 750 million
internet users, social media platforms such as
Facebook and WhatsApp have become major sources of
'fake news transmission. Many such examples can be
seen in India, where an innocent person has lost his life
due to 'fake news' or false news. WhatsApp is consid-
ered to be the most vulnerable medium for 'fake news'
in India, as its users often forward the news to many
people without knowing its veracity, due to which mis-
information reaches many people at once. Propaganda,
misinformation, and fake news have the potential to
polarize public opinion to fuel violent extremism and
hate speech. For example, the recent migrant crisis in
Tamil Nadu was caused by the spread of fake news.
Fake news articles are used intentionally and verifiable
to influence politics and promote advertising, to
manipulate people's perceptions of reality to manipu-
late elections. During and after the 2016 election,

Russian agents created social media accounts to spread
fake news that incited protests and supported presi-
dential candidate Donald Trump while discrediting
candidate Hillary Clinton and her allies. Media compa-
nies promote sensational news and false headlines for
high TRPs and viewership. For example Circulation of
false videos showing shocking attacks on the Army in
Kashmir Valley. Many times, fake news is used to mis-
lead people who are not digitally literate. For example,
after demonetization, the fake news of electronic chips
in Rs 2000 notes created a lot of confusion among the
people. The multilingual population is a problem in
combating fake news in India, there are 22 official lan-
guages and only 10.67 per cent of the population
speaks English. Existing fake news detection measures
are most effective for English, which can lead to failure
to recognize and process information in other lan-

guages. Instant messaging platforms Since Internet
messaging applications are end-to-end encrypted, iden-
tifying and debunking fake news is only possible with
the support of users. Internet penetration in India has
increased from 137 million internet users in 2012 to
over 600 million in 2019. An increase in internet access
coupled with digital illiteracy has resulted in a rise in
fake news online. 

The European Union has implemented a 2022 Code of
Conduct on Disinformation and the United Kingdom
has proposed an online safety bill that will seek to
proactively monitor controversial content from social
media platforms. India too must put in place a robust
framework to tackle the root causes of misinformation.
All sections of the population should be made aware of
the realities of fake news and propaganda by creating
awareness and education. Fake news is often propagat-

ed by using ads focused on polarizing issues to exacer-
bate existing social divisions and partisan strife by
imposing disclosure requirements for targeted ads.
Therefore, there is a need to extend the advertising dis-
closure provisions to all issue-based advertising and
advertisements for political candidates or campaigns.
The issue of inauthentic accounts and pages can be a
significant motivator for the propagation of fake news.
Verification can help deal with this problem. If a cyber
ombudsman is created, it can deal with the credibility
of sources of news and can also handle complaints
related to misinformation. To take the help of technol-
ogy, technology firms should invest in technology to
find fake news and identify it for users through algo-
rithms and crowd-sourcing. 

Today, every day many types of content are being
made available around us through various mediums on
the internet, but no one knows what truth is. It has
reached many people before going into its depth. The
government should make strict laws regarding spread-
ing such information so that the right news can reach
the public. Even today, the cyber law of our country is
very weak, from which anyone can easily escape; the
government needs to think about it. Regarding this
matter, the Supreme Court said that we need such a
guideline so that those who commit online crimes and
those who post misleading information on social media
can be tracked. The government cannot escape by say-
ing that it does not have any technology to stop the
misuse of social media. Fake news harms every section
of society. Therefore, it is the responsibility of everyone
to fight the menace of fake news and misinformation.
It covers all dimensions from reducing financial incen-
tives for fake news to improving digital literacy among
the general public. Today, many agencies in the country
are working to bring the truth of fake news to the peo-
ple, but this is not enough because their reach is not
yet widespread, due to which fake news can be curbed
or the truth can reach the people immediately. At the
same time, due to increasing fake news, social media
platforms are also working on it, because many times
their credibility has also been questioned, WhatsApp
and Facebook have also made many changes in their
feature to stop fake news, but on this yet and there is
a need to work so that a clean environment can be cre-
ated.

(The  author  is  a  
Research  Scholar  in  Political  Science).

MAHADEEP SINGH JAMWAL 

Politics is the profession which can generate the
strongest and most polarized reactions in our
society. Politics is a serious business dealing with

serious issues and it should be taken very seriously, and
seriously intelligent people should pronounce on politi-
cal matters. We stand blessed from time to time with
some statesmen whose service to their country is self-
less and well-intentioned, and we have also been
blessed with some who are genuinely political thinkers
and courageous leaders. We too had such politicians
who have set examples of corruption, religious frenzy,
sufferings and what not. The only difference between
two different sets of politicians is because of different
values of politics for them. Ideal politics talks of some
ideals like truthfulness, welfare of the people, faithful-
ness and oppose individual benefit. In today's India,
the works for the national benefit, secularism, welfare
etc. are the main themes for the value-based politics.
But these days negligence regarding value-based poli-
tics is generally avoided. To acquire power, the political
parties and political leaders do not mind ignoring
value-based politics. Corruption, forceful politics and
the presence of force, money and crime in politics are
really harming the whole political system. Political val-
ues are shared convictions about what is important in
a society.  Some of the most important political values
emphasize individual effort, the importance of the rule
of law, Patriotism, and political tolerance. All people do
not believe in the same political ideology, which
describes the scope and purpose of government. In the
recent past political values are vested in what is often
called the creed. The core value i.e. political tolerance
is missing such as; the willingness to allow groups with
different ideologies to exercise their constitutionally
guaranteed freedoms. But it is an admitted reality that
our political system does not extend political freedoms
to groups they dislike. We have seen that political par-
ties less believe in the rule of law which explains the

idea that government is based on a body of law, agreed
on by the governed, and is applied equally and justly.
The Constitution is the foundation for the rule of law.
What off and on, we find many statements of political
persons, not conforming to the constitutional provi-
sions. Values are the embodiment of what an organiza-
tion stands for, and should be the basis for the behav-
ior of its members. However, do we find that members
of the same organization do not share and have not
internalized the organization's values? Additionally an
organization may publish one set of values, perhaps in
an effort to push forward a positive image, while the
values that really guide organizational behavior are
very different.  We have come across many times, some
disconnections within party platter and these discon-
nects have created problems both for the society as well
as for the party. The political parties are brought to
power for the proper functioning of the country, but
actually what happens is sad. Once they are awarded
with the responsibility they keep misusing it in the
name of common people. They try to impose their
power on people through various vulnerable means to
fulfill their own needs and creeds. There are many peo-
ple of principles in political parties but alas there is no
political party of principles.

During 75 years of independence of India we failed to
understand Political system which is badly affected by
dirty politics based on caste creed, money and all oth-
ers. We badly failed to make a corruption free people's
voting environment. This is because of the power cen-
tric political system, so it is not the question of value
based politics only, it is the question of value based
society also. We always curse politicians for doing all
wrong i.e. corruption, immorality, fake commitment,
dividing people in the name of religion, region, caste
and language, but have we ever thought- why they do
it, answer is very simple - they do it for us, they do it
for vote and who gave them vote simply we. So the cor-
rective measures are required to be initiated by cor-

recting our self and then the politicians will get auto-
matically corrected, because they will not have any
scope for their wrong acts. Society needs to remind
these politicians  their duties which are protection of
our rights, facilitate better opportunities for our social
& economical growth, and continuously improve our
surroundings so that we can live with dignity, peace
and prosperity, once we mandate them as our represen-
tatives. We all are the citizens of this great country and
we have to serve this nation. In view of the young India
population at the majority, Youngsters should be moti-
vated to choose politics as their career. Otherwise, our
country, which seems to be developing and in fact,
where there exists so many problems to be cured, will
not be able to come in the list of developed countries
ever.

Before independence the people were really patriotic
and there were good leaders to govern them. When the
generation is moving fast the "theory of existence"
came into existence. And the morals and values become
extinct. The humble and patriotic faces of the politi-
cians turned greedy, cruel and cunning. They are more
money eager and they are pseudo patriotic. There is a
least choice of seeing the politicians, who are patriotic
and selfless in the future, if the system will continue as
is on date. Concluding, all of us are neck deep in poli-
tics everyday of our lives. Every organization on earth
that involves human beings has its politics. If a politi-
cal party does not have its foundation in the determi-
nation to advance a cause that is right and that is
moral, then it is not a political party; it is a conspiracy
to seize power. Under the big political umbrella, a man
is just like a leaf in the ocean, with no control of his
destiny and does not have any choice. The politicians
are able in a way defined by Winston Churchill, "A
politician needs the ability to foretell what is going to
happen tomorrow, next week, next month, and next
year. And to have the ability afterwards to explain why
it didn't happen."

Dissemination of fake news, disinformation: A major challenge

Politics should be values-based 


