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03 ‘Tantrik’ arrested for attempting
to rape teacher

DIPR releases 13th episode of ‘Inspire Gen
Z’ with former Int’l Cricketer Suresh Raina 

MI beats DC by 7 wickets to lift
opening WPL Trophy1009
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Temperature (Jammu)

Max: 25.6ºC Min: 11.9ºC
Humidity

Max : 66 Min : 48
Temperature (Srinagar)

Max: 17.4ºC Min: 5.7ºC
Humidity

Max : 86 Min: 41
Sunset : 18:47 Hours
Sunrise : 06:29 Hours

STATE TIMES NEWS 
JAMMU: Railways Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw on
Sunday said a Vande Bharat
Metro train will be operated
between Jammu and
Srinagar in Jammu and
Kashmir once the
U d h a m p u r - S r i n a g a r -
Baramulla Rail Link Project
(USBRL) becomes fully
operational.

Addressing mediapersons
at the first run of a track-
mounted trolley on the
world's highest arch bridge
constructed on the Chenab
river, he said the USBRL
project will be completed by
December this year or
January 2024.

Vaishnaw travelled on the
track-mounted trolley with
railway officials and inspect-

ed the iconic bridge having
the height of 359 metres
from the Chenab riverbed.

Vaishnaw said it has been
decided to set up a Vande
Bharat Express train main-
tenance facility at Badgam
in the Kashmir Valley and in
the first go Vande Bharat
Metro will be run between
Jammu and Srinagar cities
once this important railway

link, which will connect the
Kashmir Valley with the rest
of the country through rail
network gets completed.

The iconic bridge having a
foundation equal to half the
football field is a "subject of
pride" and it was "difficult
challenge of engineering", he
said, adding that more than
28,000 metric tonnes of steel
was used for the bridge
structure that is built in a
highly active seismic zone.

The Northern Railway offi-
cials said the arch bridge was
constructed at a cost of Rs
1,486 crore. The deck height
of the bridge is 359 metres,
while its length is 1,315
metres. The arch bridge has
17 spans and the linear
length of the main arch span
is 460 metres and it is curvi-
linear, they said.

The codal life of the bridge
is 120 years and the bridge
can withstand the wind speed
of 266 kmph, but the  train
can cross the bridge at the
speed of 100 kmph.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Secretary
Arun Kumar Mehta on
Sunday said losses suffered
by the Union Territory on
power purchases exceed more
than Rs 3,500 crore annually
with liabilities piling up each
passing year.

He directed the officials
that overall transmission and
distribution losses should be
brought down to less than 20
per cent.

"The losses suffered on
power purchases exceed more

than Rs 3,500 crore annually
with previous liabilities piling
up each passing year. These
resources belong to our peo-
ple and should optimally be
utilised in creation of jobs for
youth or other welfare meas-
ures for the people of J-K,"
Mehta said addressing a
high-level meeting here.

He impressed upon the offi-
cers of the Power
Development Department
(PDD) to run large scale
campaign to make people
aware about the judicious
use of electric appliances.

Dr Mehta enjoined upon
them to make the masses
fully acquainted  about the
consumption of electricity by
different electric appliances
like ACs, Water Heaters,
Room Heaters and others so
that they become aware
about costs and  use these
gadgets judiciously. He asked
them to use the power of our
youth in changing the atti-
tude of people by making
them champions of change in
the society. He further added
that the overall AT&C 

STATE TIMES NEWS
HIRANAGAR: Union
Minister of State for
Personnel Jitendra Singh on
Sunday said areas like bor-
der districts which were neg-
lected earlier have now
become role model for the
country.

He said bringing gover-

nance at the doorsteps of the
people to the last man in the
last queue is possible only
under Narendra Modi whose
endeavour, after being sworn
in as the Prime Minister of
India in 2014, has been to
address the people's issues on
the spot through 'public dar-
bars' with district adminis-

tration.
The governance cannot be

restricted to the district
headquarters only and a
departure from this practice
was necessary so that peo-
ple's issues could be
addressed on the spot with
district administration,
Singh said at a 'public dar-
bar' here.

He asserted that develop-
ment has reached the last
man in the queue under PM
Narendra Modi, and said the
areas which were neglected
earlier like the border dis-
tricts under the previous gov-
ernments have now 

STATE TIMES NEWS
KATHUA: The Democratic
Progressive Azad Party
(DPAP) Chief, Ghulam Nabi
Azad on Sunday reiterated
that only the people of
Jammu Kashmir have right
over its resources and he will
pass the laws in State
Assembly to bar outsiders
from purchasing land here
and securing jobs if elected to
power. 

Azad, while addressing a
public meeting in Barnoti
Kathua said, the present
regime despite making tall
claims to offer abundant job
opportunities to local youth
have failed miserably and on
the other hand is snatching
the land from locals who feed

their families from it. 
"The land is meant for peo-

ple and when it is taken away
from them what is the use of
it. No government has right
to snatch the livelihood of
people rather it is bound to

offer more economic oppor-
tunities," he said. 

Azad said while the present
regime did some good things
that benefitted the people, all
that was washed away after
it imposed anti people deci-

sions like land eviction order,
property tax imposition and
contracts to outsiders.

He said if his party comes
to power, he will ensure jobs
and land is protected for the
local people. 

He also criticized the deci-
sion of government for allot-
ting land to 1965 PoK
refugees but not granting the
ownership rights. 

Azad said that to improve
the economic conditions of
people, government shall also
provide compensation to
farmers who face damage to
their crops due to excessive
rains. 

He said to empower the
people of Jammu 

Teri Aankhoon Ke
Siwa Duniya Mein

Kya Rakha Hai! Popular
1969 Bollywood lyric in
'Chirag' is favourite with
Congressmen across the
country these days.
Reason: Rahul Gandhi's
magical eyes, which play
wonders.

Rahul made eye to eye contact with terror-
ists in Kashmir during 'Bharat Jodo Yatra'
but nothing happened. "…They give me this
look and I give them this look back and then
we carry on. Nothing happens…" he lectured
to a select gathering at Cambridge University
on March 4, 2023.  What an amazing Aankh
Micholi? 

Disqualified Member Parliament had an eye
contact with the Prime Minister also when he
saw Narendra Modi scared. "I have seen it in
his eyes. That is why, first the distraction and
then the disqualification," he said to media
persons on March 25, 2023. 

There is indeed some magical power in his

eyes. The nation has seen miracles of his gift-
ed eyes which winked during a Lok Sabha
debate over four years back. If Rahul saw
fear in the PM's eyes in March 2023, Modi
had seen mischief in his eyes on February 13,
2019 when he told the Lok Sabha, "I saw for
the first time that there are Aankhon ki
Gustakhiyan in the house." The reference was
to the now-famous 'hug' when the seated
Prime Minister was visibly caught off guard
by Rahul Gandhi walking to his seat and hug-
ging him profusely. What followed was
'Aankh Micholi'.  As he returned to his seat,
Rahul winked at the then fellow Congress
parliamentarian Jyotiraditya Scindia (now a
BJP minister), sitting next to him. "Ankhoon
Ankhoon Mein Baat Hone Do…" It is differ-
ent that the Prime Minister's wit suibse-
quently caused a huge embarrassment to 48
year old 'young' Gandhi when Modi remarked,
"For the first time I realized the difference
between the embrace and someone throwing
themselves at you."

The Gandhi scion is a wonderful politician
despite his party's Leader in Lok Sabha

Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury tagging term
'Pappu' with him while cornering the BJP.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah had a
strong reservation to an Honourable Member
of Parliament being called 'Pappu'. Nice piece
of wit!

With Rahul Gandhi being disqualified from
the Lok Sabha following conviction by a
Surat court for his 'defamatory' remarks on
Modis, the house will certainly miss the
'lighter side of politics' but Indians at large
will have many such occasions to have fun,
unless the sentence is upheld by the appellate
courts. 

Laughter is a healthy sign of life and the
people have the right to laugh. The
Congressmen must be proud of their 'youth
icon' for his sense of humor, not the nuisance,
as some jealous adversaries make out. 

The Congress has got a Deedawar in Rahul
Gandhi after many many years. And, the BJP
must certainly be elated with the presence of
Junior Gandhi on the country's political
scene. He is ruling party's best bet and an ace
political asset.

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The Centre
has notified a hike in wage
rates under the rural job
guarantee programme for
the 2023-24 financial year
with Haryana having the
highest daily wage at Rs 357
per day and Madhya Pradesh
and Chhattisgarh the lowest
at Rs 221.

The Union Ministry of
Rural Development issued a
notification on the change in
wage rates under the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment
Guarantee Scheme on March
24.

The notification was issued
under Section 6 (1) of the

Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNRE-
GA), 2005, that says the
Centre may, by notification,
specify the wage rate for its
beneficiaries.

The wage hikes, which
range from Rs 7 to Rs 26,
will come into effect from
April 1.

Compared to last year's
rates, Rajasthan registered
the highest percentage
increase in wages. The
revised wage for Rajasthan is
Rs 255 per day, up from Rs
231 in 2022-23.

Bihar and Jharkhand have
registered a percentage 874 ASHAs appear in All

India NIOS Certification
Exam across J&K

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU/SRINAGAR: A
total of 874 ASHAs
(Accredited Social Health
Activists) of NHM, across
J&K appeared in NIOS
Theory Examination for
Certification by National
Institute of Open Schooling
(NIOS), which was conduct-
ed at all India Level on
Sunday.

The theory Examination
was conducted by NIOS in
seven districts of J&K
Jammu, Kathua,
Udhampur, Anantnag,
Budgam, Kulgam and
Kupwara in the designated 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The first cable-
stayed railway bridge of
India is nearing completion
and the deck of the bridge is
expected to be ready by May
this year on the Anji river in
Jammu and Kashmir,
Northern Railway officials
said.

Once ready, trains will run
at a speed of 100 kilometres
per hour on the bridge being
constructed around 80 kilo-
metres away from Jammu,
they said.

Anji bridge between Katra
and Reasi stations falls in the
Reasi district of the Union
Territory of Jammu and

Kashmir.
The upcoming structure is

part of the ambitious
U d h a m p u r - S r i n a g a r -
Baramulla-Rail Link
(USBRL) project that rail-
way minister Ashwini

Vaishnav had announced
would be completed next
year.

According to officials, the
last deck portion of Anji
bridge which is designed to
withstand wind speeds of 213

kilometres per hour is expect-
ed to be completed in May
this year as six more seg-
ments of the bridge are yet to
be launched.

"We have already completed
41 out of 47 segments. We
are hopeful that the remain-
ing ones would be completed
by April-end or in the first
week of May," the official
said.

He said the central span of
the cable-stayed bridge is
290 metres and only a 52.5-
metre portion remains to be
completed. "The speed of
trains will be 100 kmph on
this bridge which is the 

Boy impersonates
brother during class

10th examination
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Two brothers were
booked for allegedly cheating
and impersonation during a
class 10th examination in
Rajouri district, officials said
on Sunday.

As per officials, the inci-
dent took place at examina-
tion centre 185029 in
Government Higher
Secondary School Palnaghar
in the Thanamandi subdivi-
sion. On close examination,
officials said, the boy sitting
in the examination was
found to be different from
the actual candidate.

Tehsildar Thanamandi,
Sayeed Sahil Ali said the

SEHR TIME: 
05:01 (MARCH 28)

IFTAAR TIME: 
06:50  (MARCH 27)

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRIHARIKOTA (AP): The
Indian Space Research
Organisation's heaviest
LVM3 rocket on Sunday suc-
cessfully placed 36 internet
satellites of UK-based
OneWeb group company into
intended orbits.

The 43.5 metre tall rocket
blasted off at a prefixed time
of 9 am today, from the sec-
ond launch pad of Satish
Dhawan Space Centre here,
about 135 kms from
Chennai, at the end of a
24.30 hour countdown.

This is the second dedicat-
ed mission of NewSpace
India Ltd (NSIL), the com-
mercial arm of Indian Space
Research Organisation.

ISRO had signed an agree-
ment with Network Access
Associates Ltd, United
Kingdom, a OneWeb Group

Company, for the launch of
72 satellites into Low-Earth
orbits (LEO).

The first batch of 36 satel-
lites were launched on
October 23, 2022 by ISRO,
and the second batch today.

OneWeb is a global commu-
nication network powered
from space, enabling connec-
tivity for governments and
businesses.

Soon after takeoff, the
rocket sequentially deployed
the satellites into multiple
orbits. While the first set of
16 satellites were injected
around 20 minutes after lift
off, the remaining satellites
were placed into intended
orbits later.

ISRO said, "LVM3-
M3/OneWeb India-2 mission
is accomplished. All 36
OneWeb Gen-1

Railways to operate Vande Bharat Metro
train between Jammu- Srinagar: Vaishnaw

Losses suffered by J&K on power purchases
exceed over Rs 3,500 Cr annually: CS

India’s first cable-stayed rail bridge on Anji
river in J&K near completion

Centre notifies revised
MGNREGA wage rates

Areas neglected earlier role model
for country now: Dr Jitendra

DPAP only party acceptable to all communities: Azad 

Rahul Gandhi sees love in terrorists’ eyes, fear in
Modi's eyes and winks eyes in Lok Sabha
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ISRO's LVM3 successfully injects 36
satellites into intended orbits

Chief Secretary Arun Kumar Mehta chairing a meeting in Jammu on Sunday.

Railways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw during the first run of track-mounted trolley on the
world's highest arch bridge constructed on Chenab river.

DPAP Chairman Ghulam Nabi Azad addressing a public
meeting in Barnoti, Kathua.

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh holding 'Public Darbar'
at Hiranagar, district Kathua on Sunday.

JK PDD imposes Rs 15.03 cr
penalty on erring consumers 

till Feb this year: Officials
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir Power
Development Department
(PDD) conducted 1,66,134
inspections and imposed a
penalty of Rs 15.03 crore on
erring consumers across the
Union Territory till February
this year, officials said on
Sunday.

They said the department
also recovered Rs 54.92
crore in the shape of arrears
from both domestic and com-
mercial consumers during
this period.

"The department has con-
ducted 1,66,134 inspections
across the Union Territory,
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