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C] presides-over awareness programme on Drug

Addiction & Substance AbuselPreventlon and Challenges

m STATE TIMES NEWS

PULWAMA: Chief Justice,
High Court of J&K and
Ladakh, (Patron-in-Chief,
J&K Legal Services
Authority), Justice N.
Kotiswar Singh in the pres-

ence of Justice Tashi
Rabstan, Executive
Chairman, J&K  Legal
Services  Authority  on

Thursday presided over an
Awareness Programme on
Drug Addiction and
Substance Abuse -
Prevention and Challenges at
Govt. Degree College (Boys),
here.

The programme was organ-
ized by District Legal Service
Authority Pulwama under
the aegis of J&K Legal
Services Authority in collabo-
ration with Social Welfare
and Health Departments.

On the arrival, the Chief
Justice was given ceremonial
guard of honour. Upon
arrival the Chief Justice
planted a chinar tree in the
premises of Govt. Degree
College (Boys) Pulwama.

The Chief Justice was
informed by the Deputy
Commissioner Pulwama that
during the last one year
under such special plantation
drives about 1.5 lakh trees
have been planted and locally
prepared vermicompost has
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been used during the planta-
tion drive.

During his key note
address, Chief Justice, N.
Kotiswar Singh lauded the
role of District Legal Service
Authority and J&K Legal
Services Authority in organ-
izing such kind of awareness
programmes which is the
need of hour to educate the
youth that has fallen prey to
the menace of drug abuse.
The Chief Justice impressed
upon the audience to follow
the golden rule of Prevention
is Better than Cure.

Justice Tashi Rabstan, in
his address delineated the
main purpose of organizing
this awareness programme
which is to  disseminate
information regarding the
pros and cons of use of drugs
that has become a great
threat to our society as every
second person is consuming

drugs due to one or the other
reason, knowing fully its ill
effects on the health of an
individual.

Referring to a question
raised in the parliament,
Justice Tashi informed the
gathering that about 10 lakh
cases of drug abuse have
been identified in UT of J&K
with a substantial number of
women addicts. He also high-
lighted the seriousness of the
problem and urged all the
stakeholders to work collec-
tively to eradicate this men-
ace from the society.

Principal ~ District &
Sessions  Judge, Naseer
Ahmed Dar, Chairman
DLSA Pulwama welcomed
the dignitaries and the Chief
Justice for conceiving a pro-
gramme on such an impor-
tant social evil, which is
effecting the youth of this
Country.

Youth of today to define India at 2047: Dr Jitendra

Union Minister Dr Jztendra Smgh addressmg the Youth Convention on Indla s G20

presidency organised by Nehru Yuva Kendra at Kathua on Thursday.

m STATE TIMES NEWS

KATHUA: Union Minister of
State (Independent Charge)
Science &  Technology;
Minister of State
(Independent Charge) Earth
Sciences; MoS  PMO,
Personnel, Public Grievances,
Pensions, Atomic Energy and
Space, Dr Jitendra Singh on
Saturday said, the youth of
India on Thursday will define
India @2047 when India will
celebrate its freedom cente-
nary as they have the privilege
and opportunity to contribute
to the making of 'New India'
as envisaged by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

Dr. Jitendra was addressing
a  Youth convention here
organized by Nehru Yuva
Kendra, Kathua on the theme
'Role of Youth vis-a-vis India's
(G20 Presidency'.

Dr. Singh said, the youth of
this country must feel lucky
that they are living in an era
when India has assumed G20
Presidency  under PM
Narendra Modi the youth can
thus play a key role to show-
case India's rich cultural
diversity and heritage and
solution to the global prob-
lems  while being the

President of G20 forum.

Dr. Jitendra said, the world
is knocking at the doors of
India as India has talent and
capability
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Narendra Modi to lead the
world under all circumstances
as India is now regarded as
the Leader of the world'.

Saying that this government
is dedicated to the youth of
this country, Dr. Singh said,
the revolutionary decisions
were taken by PM Narendra
Modi for the welfare of the
youth be that doing away with
the attestation by a gazetted
officer, the interviews for the
non-gazetted posts ete. as this
government strongly believes
in the youth of India.

Dr. Jitendra said, the 'Start-
up India, Stand-up India' is
actually dedicated to the
youth by PM Narendra Modi
and it is because of their
efforts that from mere 350
start-ups in 2014, it has now
crossed 90,000 with more
than 100 unicorns. Many
start-ups  under  Aroma
Mission born in Doda district
of J&K have shaped the
future of many youth who left
the jobs and are now earning
in lakhs having lucrative
lavender start

The Minister said, this is the
proudest moment for the
youth of this country that
India has assumed G20
Presidency  under PM
Narendra Modi, at the same
time the youth of this country
have responsibility to carry
forward this legacy to make

India 'Vishwa Guru'.

Dr. Jitendra said, hundreds
of opportunities have been
created for the youth of this
country for their skill develop-
ment what is important is
that youth should take advan-
tage of these opportunities
and become active partners of
India's  journey towards
becoming a 'Vishwa Guru'.

Praising Syana Prasad
Mukherjee as tallest but
uncelebrated youth icon of
20th century India, Dr.
Jitendra  recalled  that
Milkerjje  became  Vice
Chancellor  of  Calcutta
University as a 34 year youth
and said, Kathua was selected
today for the youth conven-
tion for the reason that
Syama Prasad Mukherjee
was the best youth icon who
sacrificed his life for national
integration. The onus is on
the youth of this country to
carry forward his legacy, Dr.
Singh added.

The others present during
the youth convention today
were Deputy Commissioner,
Kathua, Rahul Pandey, DDC
Vice-chairperson  Kathua,
Raghunandan Singh Bablu,
Deputy  Director, NYK
Kathua, Somdat Zard besides
students across different
institutions of Kathua and
youth from various areas of
district Kathua.

The highlight of the pro-
gramme was that the two
expert speakers Dr. Majid, a
renowned Psychiatrist and
Pallavi Singh, Director, J&K
Society for Promotion of
Youth and Masses delivered
their respective addresses in
Urdu as well as Kashmiri
language so that the message
of this awareness programme
reaches to the general mass-
es.

Dr. Majid highlighted the
role of medical experts in
treating the persons effected
by substance misuse and also
underlined the initiatives
taken by the Union Govt.
And the UT Administration
in this regard. He also
informed that all the hospi-
tals in J&K have a dedicated
facility of De-addiction cen-
tres and the government has
already notified helpline
numbers for easy access to
such facilities by the needy
and effected person.

Other expert Pallavi Singh
also highlighted the role of
parents and teachers in ref-
ormation of drug addicts.

After the programme the
students of the Govt. Degree
College (Boys), Pulwama
requested the Chief Justice
for opening of a Legal
Literacy Club and consider-
ing their demand the Chief
Justice issued on spot

instructions to Member
Secretary, J&K LSA to
ensure that the same is
established as early as possi-
ble.

Later, the Chief justice also
inaugurated a Legal Aid
Clinic at Panchayat Ghar
Nixas, Pulwama in presence
of Executive Chairman, J&K
LSA.

During his address to the
local gathering at the spot,
the Chief Justice elaborately
explained the purpose of such
clinies and support centres in
the villages which perform
the role of first point of con-
tact between the Legal Aid
Seeker and the System. The
Chief Justice also explained
the role performed by Para
Legal Volunteers in remote
corner of a particular region.
On learning about the open-
ing of a Legal Aid Clinic at a
place from where no lawyer
belongs, the Chief Justice
said that the Legal Aid Clinic
would be all the more benefi-
cial for the locals of the area.

During the programme Y P
Bourney, Registrar Vigilance;
M. K. Sharma Principal
Secretary to Chief Justice;
Amit Kumar Gupta, Member
Secretary, J&K Legal Service
Authority; Anoop Kumar
Sharma, Registrar LT,
Mansoor Ahmad Lone, CJM

Pulwama;  Baseer-ul-Haq
Choudhary, Deputy
Commissioner,  Pulwama;
Mohammad Yousaf

Choudhary, SSP Pulwama;
Advocate G.M Dar, President
Bar Association, Pulwama;
Rayaz Ahmed Choudhary,
Secretary DLSA Pulwama;
Principal Government
Degree College Pulwama and
others officers of District
Pulwama were also present
on this occasion.

High intensity blast in Kathua,
live grenade recovered
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HIRANAGAR/JAMMU: A
suspected Improvised
Explosive Device (IED)
blast rocked a border ham-
let in Kathua district, cre-
ating a huge crater in the
ground, officials  said
Thursday.

Security forces have been
put on high alert in the bor-
der belts and along the
Jammu-Pathankot highway
following the blast that
took place on Wednesday
night.

A live grenade was recov-
ered following a search of

the area on Thursday
morning,

Senior Superintendent of
Police (SSP), Kathua,

Shivdeep Singh Jamwal
told PTT.

"Information was received
about a powerful blast

around 9.30 PM on
‘Wednesday.

We launched a search
operation this

morning...The bomb squad
team has collected the sam-
ples and sent it for test",
the SSP said.

The SSP, who led the
search operation in the area
and adjoining border areas

this morning, said it was a
high intensity blast.

"One live grenade was
seized around 6.30 am
today. It points out that
someone lobbed the grenade
after detecting presence of
security forces", he said.

The SSP said prima facie
it was an IED blast.

As the site of the blast is
close to a police post, there
is a possibility that the
police post was the intended
target. "It points out
towards that. On
Wednesday, our presence
was more in this area, that
is why they may have
hurled grenade and after
that they triggered IED
blast", Jamwal said.

Block Development
Committee (BDC) chair-
man Ram Lal Kaliya, a res-
ident of Saniyal village
which is just 300 metres
from the border post, said,
"Around 9.30 pm on
Wednesday we heard an
explosion. I informed the
post in-charge."

The blast site was located
after one-and-half hours, he
said, adding that a big
crater was found in an agri-
culture field.
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Jammu Mayor appreciates Jammuites, NSS volunteers
for making Surya Putei Tawi pollution-free
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JAMMU: Mayor, Jammu
Municipal Corporation,
Rajinder Sharma appreciat-
ed Jammuites especially stu-
dents fraternity for making
Surya Putri Tawi and other
water bodies pollution free
during immersion of holy
Saakh on the conclusion of
nine-day Navrata celebra-
tion.

During an  interview
Jammu Mayor, the first citi-
zen of Jammu, Rajinder
Sharma said, "It is my
dream to make river bodies
especially Surya Putri Tawi
pollution free."

And to achieve this dream,
he said, it is not possible
without the community par-
ticipation and cooperation
from the citizens of the socie-
ty.

While congratulating NSS
volunteers and students for
their appreciable perform-
ance, Rajinder Sharma said,
" T am happy with their com-
mitment and dedication

Jammu Mayor, Rajinder Sharma with
NSS volunteers at a campaign.

while performing their duty
in making my initiative a big
success."

Jammu Mayor also
emphasised on the impor-
tance of cleanliness at grass
root level and said that stu-
dents especially NSS volun-
teers play a key role to
impart education about sig-
nificance of cleanliness of
water bodies in our life and
in disseminating sense of dis-
cipline to bring about behav-
ioural change among the
masses.

Meanwhile, the devotees,
who are visiting Ranbir canal
for immersion of holy Saakh,
also appreciated the initia-
tive of Jammu Mayor
Rajinder Sharma for making
water bodies pollution free.

NSS  volunteers  also
expressed their gratitude to
Jammu Mayor and said that
Rajinder Sharma has taken
his role seriously and con-
tributed his best in service to
the community and making
Jammu city and water bodies
pollution free.

SC seeks response of J&K HC registry on plea
alleging favouritism in appointments in courts
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NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court has direct-
ed the Registrar General of the Jamnmu and
Kashmir High Court to file its response to a plea
which alleged that relatives of former judges and
staff were favoured in the appointments in judi-
cial institutions and courts in the Union territo-

Iy.

A bench headed by Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud nitially suggested to a counsel,
representing petitioner NGO 'Jammu and
Kashmir People's Forum, that it should
approach the high court with the plea.

However, the CJI, after confabulating with
Justices P S Narasimha and J B Pardiwala,
decided to hear the plea in the apex court itself
and asked the counsel for the high court to file a

response within four weeks.

"On the request of the counsel appearing on
behalf of the High Court of Jammu and
Kashmir; time for filing the counter affidavit is
extended by a further period of four weeks. The
counter affidavit shall be filed by the Registrar
General of the High Court of Jammu and
Kashmir after specifically taking instructions
and directions only from the learned Chief
Justice of the High Court," the top court said in

its order.

The bench then fixed the plea for hearing on

April 28.

Presently, Justice N Kotiswar Singh is the
Chief Justice of the Jamnm and Kashmir High
Court. He took the oath of office on February 15

this year:

On September 2 last year, the top court had
agreed to hear the plea filed by the NGO.

It had then issued notice and sought a response
from the Jammu and Kashmir High Court on
its administrative side, saying it should be vetted
by the Chief Justice of the High Court.

The NGO, in its plea, has alleged that several
qualified youths were not considered by the high
court in appointments for several administrative
posts to various judicial institutions including
the judicial academy, legal services authorities,
and courts from district to high court level.

The plea claimed that instead of going by the
regular recruitment process, contractual work-
ers and daily wagers who were a decade back
have since been absorbed against the vacancies

as regular employees without affording a chance

for the general public.

It said that reservation rules were also
bypassed by the High Court even though many
of the posts were not sanctioned.

The plea gave names of the relatives of the
judges from district to high court level, court
staff, and bar association members to canvas the
argument that favour was granted in the
appointment process. It sought directions for a

probe by an independent agency and to the high

court administration to not make any further

"backdoor appointments" in judicial establish-

ments like the state judicial academy, legal serv-
ices authorities, and those recruited under the E-
Court mission.

Glzmpses of impressive Shobha Yatra taken out in Jammu on Ram Navaml
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JAMMU: A grandiose
Shobha Yatra was taken out
on  Thursday by the
Dharmarth Trust J&K to
mark the festival of Ram
Navami from the historical
Shri Raghunathji Temple
here.

Trustee Ranvijay Singh
along with Trust's President
Adv Ajay Gandotra,
Secretary Ashok Kumar
Sharma (SSP Retd) and
Trust's Council Members RS
Pathania and UC Sharma
presided over the Murti

Poojan at Shri Raghunath Ji

Temple. Thereafter, Rath
Poojan and Dhwajarohan
ceremonies were performed.

Thousands of devotees
comprising prominent citi-
zens, politicians and heads of
social and religious organiza-
tions participated in the
Shobha Yatra.

Members  of  Muslim
brethren also accorded a
rousing reception to the
Yatra enroute.

This Shobha Yatra was
conducted in collaboration
with Sanatan Dharam Sabha

and  Dharmik
Mandal.

The Shobha Yatra started
from the Shri Raghunathji
Temple and was passed
through various markets
including Residency Road,
Rajinder Bazaar, Kanak
Mandi, City Chowk, Purani
Mandi, Link Road, Jain
Bazaar, Chowk Chabutra,
Pacca Danga, Moti Bazaar,
Raj Tilak Road, Raghunath
Bazaar and finally culminat-
ed at Shri Raghunath
Temple.

Ranvijay Singh, in his mes-

Youvak

sage, felicitated people on
Ram Navami and prayed
that this auspicious occasion
would be the harbinger of
peace, progress and prosperi-
ty in Jammu and Kashmir.

He said that the celebration
of festivals, which are an
important part of our glori-
ous heritage, strengthens
communal harmony and
brotherhood and reinvigo-
rates the secular ethos. He
prayed for peace and the
well-being of the people of the
Union Territory.

Tight security arrange-

ments were ensured by the
UT administration across
the city for the smooth con-
duct of Ram Navami celebra-
tions. During the Shobha
Yatra various senior police
officers also marked their
presence to make arrange-
ments robust and incident-
free.

Heavy rush of devotees was
witnessed at the historical
Raghunath Ji temple where
people made long queues to
participate in "Pooja" and
other holy rituals.

Earlier in the morning, a

Hawan Yagya was solem-
nized in the Raghunathji
Temple in which Ajatshatru
Singh, Trustee of J&K
Dharmarth Trust offered
Puran Aahuti followed by
Grand Aarti in the Holy
sanctum-sanctorum of the
Temple.

Prominent among those
who were present include
Arun Gupta, President CCI
Jammu, Dr Parshotam
Dadechhi, President
Sanatan Dharam Sabha,
Anil  Sharma, President
Dharmik Youvak Mandal

and Hira Lal Abrol.
Meanwhile, Ram Navami
was celebrated by the minis-
cule Hindu population of the
city by taking out a Shobha
Yatra in the summer capital
of Jammu and Kashmir.
Amidst tight security, the
Shobha Yatra started from
Zaindar Mohalla in the old

city and culminated at
Tankipora after passing
through Habbakadal,

Barbarshah, Lal Chowk,
Hari Singh High Street and
Jehangir Chowk.

"We have been taking out

this yatra and 'Jhanki' every
year for the past 16 years.
Earlier; it was stopped due to
turmoil in the valley," Pawan
Chetanyadas, the organiser
of the Shobha Yatra, said.

He expressed gratitude to
both Kashmiri Muslims and
Kashmir Pandits for their
support in carrying out the
procession.

"We pray for peace and
prosperity of all people in
Kashmir. We want everyone
to live in harmony as blood-
shed will yield nothing," he
added.



