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STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Union Minister Dr.
Jitendra Singh, delivered a com-
pelling address at the "ET Telecom
5G Congress," underscoring India's
leadership in digital public infra-
structure and technology innovation.
He highlighted the transformative
strides made over the past decade
under the Digital India initiative,
which has positioned the country as a
global leader in technology-driven
governance.

Dr. Singh lauded India's pioneering
efforts in building a robust digital
public infrastructure, citing the
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)
scheme as a revolutionary step that
ensured seamless financial inclusion
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
"The DBT scheme became the litmus

test of digital transformation,
empowering millions with efficiency
and transparency," he remarked.

The Minister also highlighted the
Swamitva scheme, which leverages
digital mapping for land ownership.

With 70% of villages already mapped,
the initiative has reduced citizens'
reliance on traditional revenue sys-
tems, embodying the essence of citi-
zen-centric governance.

India's emergence as a global tech-
nological powerhouse was a focal
point of the address. Dr. Singh point-
ed to the country's remarkable ascent
in the Global Innovation Index, rising
from 81st to 39th position, and its
rank as the sixth-largest nation in
patent filings, with 56% of patents
coming from resident Indians. "This
shift reflects India's growing innova-
tion ecosystem and its ability to
retain talent that previously sought
recognition abroad," he stated.

Dr. Singh also emphasized govern-
ment initiatives fostering innovation,
including a viability fund for space

startups, the National Research
Foundation, and the opening of the
nuclear sector to private players. He
highlighted recent landmark policies,
such as the allocation of ?10,000 crore
for space startups within 100 days of
Modi 3.0 and the launch of BioE3, a
biotechnology policy aimed at sustain-
ability and growth.

Championing gender equity in
STEM, Dr. Singh celebrated women's
leadership in critical missions, includ-
ing India's Aditya-L1 solar mission.

Concluding, he praised India's thriv-
ing startup ecosystem and global
recognition of Indian professionals,
stating, "India is no longer a partici-
pant but a leader in the global digital
revolution." Dr. Singh's remarks solid-
ify India's role as a trailblazer in tech-
nology-driven, inclusive growth.

India’s Digital Revolution earns global recognition: Dr Jitendra
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JAMMU: Minister for
FCS&CA, Satish
Sharma, on Monday said
that funds worth Rs
1833.40 lakh have been
released for Gujjar and
Bakarwal Hostels across
Jammu and Kashmir
during the current finan-
cial year under DIET
head.

The Minister was reply-
ing to a question, on
behalf of the Minister for
Tribal Affairs, raised by
Iftikhar Ahmad in the
Legislative Assembly.

Regarding the Gujjar
and Bakarwal Hostels,
the Minister informed
the House that, during
the current financial
year 2024-25, funds to
the tune of Rs. 1833.40
lakh including Rs.
1801.90 lakh under
Major Head and Rs.
31.50 lakh under sub-
head were released in
favour of the 28 G&B
Hostels, having an
intake capacity of 3000
students.

The Minister, while
speaking about the
Pahari Hostel, said that
Rs. 294.00 lakh have
been released under the
DIET head for the

financial year 2024-25
and the grant has been
disbursed for intake
capacity of 700 inmates
in respect of 09
Boys/Girls Pahari
Hostels. The Pahari
Board has desired to
enhance the diet/food
charges due to expensive
essential commodities
and other daily needed
items in the market, he
added.

He said that Rs 541.18
lakh were released under
Article 275 (1) of the
constitution of India for
welfare of Scheduled
Tribes in Rajouri
Constituency during
2024-25. Out of which,
Rs 328.63 have been
spent, so far, on various
projects including con-
struction of Eklavya
Model Residential
School in Gurdhanbala,
construction of roads,
pathways, harvesting
tank among other proj-
ects.

The Minister added
that there are 76 ongo-
ing projects worth Rs
270.75 lakh under UT
CAPEX in the Rajouri
Constituency being exe-
cuted under the Tribal
Plan.

Over Rs 1833 lakh released for
G&B Hostels, Rs 294 lakh for

Pahari Hostels 

Govt contemplates to open
1600 new Fair Price Shops

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Minister for Food, Civil Supplies &
Consumer Affairs,  Satish Sharma, on Monday
said that the Department is contemplating open-
ing of 1600 new Fair Price Shops across J&K, as
part of Jammu and Kashmir Targeted Public
Distribution.

The Minister was replying to a question raised by
Ajaz Ahmad Jan in the Legislative Assembly.

The Minister today informed the House that the
government intends to rope in the elected mem-
bers to firm up new Fair Price Shops in J&K. He
added that the uncovered underserved panchayat
areas shall be prioritized for opening of these new
Fair Price Shops.

He apprised that food grains are being provided
to different categories in accordance with the enti-
tlement prescribed under NFSA. Additionally, a
top up upto 10 Kg is also being provided to an eli-
gible household in PHH category under J&K
Government run scheme of PMFSS, he added.

The Minister said that there is also a proposal in
the Annual Financial Statement of 2025-26 to
provide additional free food grains in the context
of AAY households only.

He said that the Department does not maintain
any updation lists of the beneficiaries, however,
complete details of the beneficiaries under all the
groups are available on RCMS portal, which is in
public domain and can be accessed at
rcms.jk.gov.in.
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JAMMU: Jammu and
Kashmir Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah on
Monday said that
NHPC has allocated a
total of Rs. 28.674
crore for Corporate
Social Responsibility
(CSR) activities in
J&K for the financial
year 2024-25, out of a
total Rs. 167.93 crore
earmarked for pan-
India CSR initiatives.

The Chief Minister
made this statement
while responding to a
question raised by
Member Waheed Ur
Rehman Para.

He informed the
House that NHPC's
CSR activities cover
key sectors such as
health and sanitation,
education and skill
development, rural
development, sports,
and disaster manage-

ment. In response to a
supplementary ques-
tion, the Chief Minister
emphasized the need
for consulting the
MLA when planning
and implementing CSR
projects.

"We will convey this
recommendation to
NHPC and request
them to involve the
MLA in identifying pri-
ority areas for CSR ini-
tiatives," he said.

He further added
that CSR funds should
be utilized in consulta-
tion with local commu-
nities, ensuring that
the maximum benefits
reach the people. "As
far as I know, the com-
pany consults with
local stakeholders
before making deci-
sions on CSR projects
to ensure the most
effective use of these
funds," he stated.

NHPC allocates Rs 28.67 Cr for
CSR in J&K during current fiscal


