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Remain calm, serene, always in command of
yourself. You will then find out how easy it is to
get along. -Paramahansa Yogananda

Education is the cornerstone of progress, a beacon that
lights the path to opportunity, and a fundamental right
that transcends borders, cultures, and socio-economic bar-

riers. The concept of "Education for All" is not merely an ideal but
a global commitment to ensure that every individual, regardless
of their background, has access to quality education. In a world
where disparities abound, education stands as a unifying force,
bridging gaps and empowering individuals to reach their full
potential. This essay delves into the significance, challenges, and
solutions associated with achieving universal education.

Education is the bedrock of personal and societal development.
It equips individuals with the skills and knowledge necessary to
contribute meaningfully to society, fostering economic growth
and innovation. At a personal level, education empowers individ-
uals to make informed decisions, enhances their self-esteem, and
provides a gateway to better employment opportunities.

From a societal perspective, education reduces inequalities and
promotes social harmony. It nurtures critical thinking, enabling
individuals to question prejudices and stereotypes, thereby foster-
ing inclusivity. Moreover, education is instrumental in achieving
sustainable development goals, particularly those related to
poverty alleviation, gender equality, and health improvement. For
instance, educated mothers are more likely to ensure proper
nutrition and healthcare for their children, breaking the cycle of
poverty and ill-health.

Poverty is a significant barrier to education. Many families in
underprivileged regions prioritize survival over schooling, forcing
children into labor to supplement family income.

In many parts of the world, especially in developing countries,
girls face systemic discrimination that hinders their access to
education. Cultural norms, early marriages, and gender-based
violence further exacerbate this issue.

Rural and remote areas often lack educational infrastructure,
making it difficult for children to access schools. 

In an increasingly digital world, access to technology and the
internet has become essential for education. However, the digital
divide excludes many from the benefits of online learning, partic-
ularly in low-income regions.

Addressing these challenges requires a multifaceted approach,
combining policy reforms, community engagement, and innova-
tive solutions.

Governments must prioritize education in their budgets, ensur-
ing adequate funding for building schools, training teachers, and
providing learning materials. Policies should focus on making
education free and compulsory, particularly at the primary level,
to ensure universal access.

Empowering girls through education requires addressing cul-
tural norms and providing incentives for families to send their
daughters to school. Initiatives like providing scholarships, sani-
tary facilities, and safe transportation can significantly improve
girls' enrollment and retention rates. Digital education can bridge
the gap for remote and underserved regions. Governments and
private organizations should work together to provide affordable
devices and internet access, ensuring that all children can benefit
from online learning opportunities.

PROF K S CHANDRASEKAR

India has celebrated its 75 years of free-
dom on 15th August 2022, and by 2047 it
will be a 'Century of Independence for

India'. This period from 2022 to 2047 has
been earmarked as "Amrit Kaal". The journey
from 2022 till 2047 is being referred to as the
'Amrit Kaal,' a term primarily coined by Hon
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi. Amrit
Kaal is the period to attain the resolutions for
'Aatma Nirbhar Bharat.' Therefore, the
action plan for the next 25 years shall focus
solely on the vision for India to be a global
super power and developed nation in 2047.
India has made tremendous achievement
since 1947 in terms of economic growth,
health, education, employment, urbanization,
technology, infrastructure and development.
India is soon going to become a $5 Trillion
economy and become the third largest econo-
my in the World and will be heading for an
estimated $40 Trillion economy by 2047.

It is important to notice that the per capita
income of the country in 1990 was $391 as
opposed to China which had only $319. By
2023, India had only $2600 while China gal-
loped to $ 13700. This vast difference in the
per capita income was attributed to the
growth in manufacturing over the years as
Made in China took the world by storm. The
developments now on "Make in India",
enabling more "Made in India" available
across the world has started gaining traction
with the visits of Hon. PM across the world.
Services have become a major boost in the
economy while manufacturing took a back
seat. With the availability of resourceful tech-
nical manpower, it is time to focus on manu-
facturing and ensure that Amrit Kaal is
achieved. For this, the higher education in
India needs to grow much bigger. Central
Government time and again through the
UGC, AICTE are trying their level best to
bring in changes in the higher education sce-
nario by giving level playing ground for all
institutions irrespective of whether it is public
or private. This is an excellent move which
will ensure all people concerned are contribut-
ing. 

One of the important aspect is how the
"Bharathiya gyan" has to be promoted so that
by 2047 there should not be any colonial mind
set and India on its own is developing and
practising its plan indigenously. The present
text books are fully on the western context.
There is nothing wrong in learning through
the same but our younger generation should
be able to appreciate the Indianness which is
crucial in achieving our goals by 2047. For
example, in the field of Architecture, the
learnings are primarily focussed on the west-
ern construction and planning methodology
whereas India have been practicing local
resource management and planning for cen-
turies.  The clamour for western needs to first
die. We should know how to coexist along with
the MNCs and at the same time appreciate
Indianness. 

UGC by ensuring that "Indian knowledge
System" being introduced as part of the
National Educational Policy 2020 has spear-
headed the need to substitute the Colonial
mind set. At the school level, the Indian
knowledge system needs to be introduced
removing the colonial mind set. The pains of
the freedom struggle are not known now to
the generation alpha or beta. This requires
audio visual screening across all schools on
regular basis which should spur the new gen-
eration to achieve the goals. Renaming of
places has started at the right earnest to
ensure that the past colonial aspects are
changed. Even those French and Spanish
colonies have now completely come out of
their colonialism.  There is a need to promote
and euologise the natives than looking at
international and western heroes. It is accept-
ed that there are many stalwarts. But the
Indian stalwart's needs to be first recognised
and then the rest needs to be considered.

According to Ministry of Education, The
Indianness is sustainable and strives for the
welfare of all. It is important that we regain
the comprehensive knowledge system of our
heritage and demonstrate the 'Indian way' of
doing things to the world. This requires train-
ing generations of scholars who will demon-
strate and exemplify to the world a way of life

so unique and peculiar to our great civiliza-
tion. The NEP, 2020 recognizes this rich her-
itage of ancient and eternal Indian knowledge
and thought as a guiding principle. The
Indian Knowledge Systems comprise of Jnan,
Vignan, and Jeevan Darshan that have
evolved out of experience, observation, experi-
mentation, and rigorous analysis. This tradi-
tion of validating and putting into practice
has impacted our education, arts, administra-
tion, law, justice, health, manufacturing, and
commerce.  Now the UGC is providing univer-
sity status to that institutions which are
focussing on vedas, Indian way of living,
gurukula system etc.,. which is a welcome
move.

There needs to be a clear plan on a decadal
basis to reform and restructure the higher
education and at the same time focussing on
the primary and secondary education. There
is a need for promoting native languages. The
three language formula is one such. There are
many languages in northern part of India
which are not being given the sufficient space.
For example, Dogri as a language in Jammu
region needs more attention and protection of
its scripts and dialects. Even the newspaper
brought out in Dogri is not more there. More
than 50% of the world's endangered lan-
guages are located in just eight countries like
Brazil, Mexico, India, Australia, Indonesia,
Nigeria, Papua New Guinea and Cameroon.
Language death can be the result of language
shift in which ethnic group members no
longer learn their heritage language as their
first language. It has become a fashion for
people not to speak their native language and
focus on English and other languages. This
requires a change of approach. Central and
state governments must specifically develop
language schools and provide opportunities
for them.

CESS in their study clearly gave directions
on how to ensure Indian knowledge system in
place and slowly removing colonial mind sets.
They mention that Compulsory IKS courses
for UG programme is the need of the hour.
For UG programmes in medicine optional to
take a credit course is a good initiative espe-

cially for BAMS course students of Ayurveda
take modern Physiology as a compulsory sub-
ject along with traditional paper "Sharira
kriya". Concerns need to be addressed with
HEIs who have integrated UGs programs for
seamless integration of IKS foundation
courses. Since majority of the higher educa-
tion institutions are coming under the imple-
mentation of NEP, the classification of UG
and PG boundaries will be agile in nature.
Providing the IKS courses in an optional
mode will facilitate seamless integration,
because compulsory leads to resistance and
lack of acceptance especially the technical and
professional courses. There are few PG cours-
es IKS can be made compulsory. Courses like
Indian music, Indian philosophy, Ayurveda,
Astronomy, Mathematics, Quantum Physics,
Consciousness studies, Homeopathy, Unani,
Yoga sciences and Naturopathy. IKS need to
be made compulsory.  It is to be suggested
that integration of IKS courses can be
brought into technical and professional disci-
plines like Metallurgy, Textile, Law,
Agriculture and Medicine through evidence-
based approach.

With the arrival of 4 year under graduation
and its eligibility to do doctoral programs,
there will be more students opting for
research. Earlier only 0.4% qualifies through
research programs. But this initiative will
ensure more students be part of research.
M.Phil. has been discontinued. Two year PG
programme will soon pave way for one year
PG and the takers for the programme will be
less as the institutions and industries will
start taking students from 4 year degree.
There will be level playing ground in the high-
er education and then second decade of the
Amrit kaal needs to be fostering research and
teaching on Bharathiya gyan. This will
ensure the higher education with its high pop-
ulation in our country tune to the Indianness
and progress further.

"To be a global super power, one needs to be
Atmanirbhar shirking the colonial foot prints
and drive on its own".

(The  author  is  Vice  Chancellor,  Cluster
University  of  Jammu)

Achieving Amrit Kaal 2047: Revising
Colonial mindset in higher education

JAGAT PRAKASH NADDA

On this World Tuberculosis (TB)
Day, I reflect with immense
pride on how India is rewriting

the playbook in the fight against TB.
The recently concluded 100-day
Intensified TB-Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan
has not only demonstrated the power of
innovation but has also shown that
mobilizing communities is just as cru-
cial as transforming the programmatic
approach. The campaign was launched
on 7th, December2024 with the objec-
tives to Accelerate TB case detection,
Reduce mortality and Prevent new
cases. 

The 100-day Intensified TB-Mukt
Bharat Abhiyaan introduced cutting-
edge strategies to detect TB early,
ensuring that even those without symp-
toms - who would have otherwise gone
undiagnosed - were identified and
treated. Portable X-ray machines were
taken directly to high-risk individuals,
including people with diabetes, smok-
ers, alcohol consumers, those living
with HIV, the elderly, those with low
BMI and household contacts of TB

patients. Artificial intelligence-pow-
ered X-rays flagged suspected TB
cases instantly, and confirmation was
done using gold-standard Nucleic Acid
Amplification Tests (NAAT). These
efforts ensured that contagious cases
were identified and treated quickly,
curbing transmission and saving lives.

The campaign reached every corner
of the country, screening  12.97 crore
people belonging to vulnerable popula-
tions. This intensive effort led to the
notification of 7.19 lakh TB patients,
out of which 2.85 lakh cases were
asymptomatic and would have other-
wise been missed but for this innovative
approach, thus breaking the chain of
TB infection. This is more than just a
milestone - it's a turning point.

TB-  Mukt  Bharat  Abhiyaan:  A  peo-
ple's  movement

But the real game-changer wasn't
just the technology - it was the
unprecedented mobilization of commu-
nities. TB elimination is now a mass
movement powered by Jan Bhagidari
(people's participation). Across India,
over 13.46 lakh NikshayShivirs were

held, where more than 30,000 elected
representatives, including  Hon'ble
MPs,  MLAs, and  representatives of
PRIs and ULBs  stepped up to support
the 100 day TB Mukt Bharat
Abhiyaan. Corporate partners and
ordinary citizens joined the campaign,
reinforcing the idea that TB elimina-
tion is not just a government responsi-
bility but a collective mission. And in
this mission Jan Bhagidari was exem-
plified across the States /UTs where in
more than 35000 activities like TB
awareness, nutrition kit
distribution,undertaking pledge for TB
free India etc was carried out across 22
line ministries. Similarly more than
21000 activities were held with PSUs,
Trade associations, Business associa-
tions, voluntary organisations and
more than 7.7 lakh students across
78000 educational institutions partici-
pated in TB awareness and sensitisa-
tion activities. Screening and testing of
more than 4.17 lakhs vulnerable popu-
lation was undertaken in congregate
settings like prisons, mines, tea gar-
dens, construction sites and work

places. More than 21000 TB aware-
ness activities were held on festivals
during the campaign duration involv-
ing  faith based leaders and communi-
ty influencers.

The vision of our honorable PM,
which laid the foundation stone of Jan-
Bhagidari, mobilized extensive social
support for adoption of patients not
only for nutrition but also psychosocial
and vocational support. Support for
TB patients is no longer limited to hos-
pitals - it is happening at homes, in vil-
lages, and at workplaces. Through the
Ni-kshay Mitra initiative, individuals
and organizations are providing nutri-
tional support to TB-affected families,
with thousands of food baskets already
delivered. In just 100 days, 1,05,181
new Ni-kshayMitras were enrolled.
Recognizing the critical link between
nutrition and TB recovery, the govern-
ment has doubled financial assistance
under the Nikshay Poshan Yojana from
?500 to ?1,000 per month, ensuring
that no TB patient fights this battle
alone.

The Ministry of Health and Family

Welfare is also providing tailored and
personalised treatment for TB patients
under the Differentiated TB care pro-
gram. For instance, if a TB patient is
found to be underweight (with a BMI
< 18.5 kg/m2), their healthcare
providerswillchart out a tailored nutri-
tion and treatment plan and monitor
their progress each month during
treatment.

Building  on  the  momentum  of  the
100-dday  campaign

The momentum of this campaign has
also demonstrated how a whole-of-soci-
ety and whole-of-government approach
can drive transformative change. 22
ministries joined forces to integrate TB
awareness and services into everyday
life. TB awareness floats became a
highlight of the Goa Carnival parades.
In schools across the country, TB
awareness messages were incorporated
into morning assemblies. The Ministry
of Small and Medium Enterprises
leveraged its network of cluster offices
to offer free TB screenings to thou-
sands of visitors. These diverse efforts
shattered stigma, corrected misinfor-

mation and put TB elimination at the
centre of public consciousness. 

The 100-day campaign is just the
beginning. India is all set  to scale up
these efforts nationwide, ensuring that
every citizen - regardless of where they
live - has access to modern diagnostics,
quality treatment, and unwavering
community support. Just as India rap-
idly scaled up COVID-19 testing, the
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
is investing in next-generation TB
diagnostics to bring faster and more
accurate testing to the last mile. 

India has witnessed the power of com-
munity-driven action before - whether
through Swachh Bharat Mission or our
Polio eradication drive. Similarly, TB-
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan is now becoming
another people led movement. When
innovation meets access, and when gov-
ernments, communities & individuals
unite the impossible becomes reality.

India is not just fighting TB-we are
defeating it.

(The  author  is  the  Union  Health  and
Family  Welfare  Minister,  

Government  of  India)

From Vision to Victory: How India is Reshaping Its Fight Against TB

ER RABINDER SHEKHER 

The word "Bagala" is derived from the word
"Valga" (meaning - bridle or to rein in)
which, became "Vagla" and then

"Bagla".Bagalamukhi is commonly known as
Pitambari in North India, the goddess associated
with yellow color or golden color. She sits on a gold-
en throne that has pillars decorated with various
jewels, and has three eyes, symbolising the fact
that she can impart ultimate knowledge to the
devotee.

Bagalamukhi is one of the ten forms of the Devi,
symbolising potent female, primeval force.

The main temples dedicated to Bagalamukhi or
Bagala Devi temples are located at Shri
Bagalamukhee Shakthi Peetham, Shivampet,
Narsapur, Telangana State ,Bagalamukhi Temple,
Datia Madhya Pradesh, Bugiladhar, Ghuttu
Uttarakhand, Kamakhya Temple, Guwahati,
Assam, Baglamukhi temple of Lalitpur, Nepal and
of Banghandi, Kangra, Himachal Pradesh.

Balamukhi,another interpretation translates her
name as "Kalyani". In Kubjika Tantra. There is a
reference to yet another interpretation of the
meaning of the name 'Bagala'. In the initial chap-
ter of the text, there is a verse - 'Bakare Baruni
Devi Gakare Siddhida Smrita. Lakare Prithivi
Chaiba Chaitanya Prakrirtita' ('Ba', the first letter
of the name - 'Bagala', means 'Baruni' or 'She Who
is filled with the intoxicating mood to vanquish the
demon'. 'Ga', the second letter, means 'She Who
grants all kinds of divine powers or siddhis and suc-
cesses to human beings'. 'La', the third letter,
means 'She Who is the foundation of all kinds of
sustaining powers in the world like the earth and is
Consciousness Herself'

Bagalamukhi is also called Pitambaradevi,
Shatrubuddhivinashini and Brahmastra Roopini
and she turns each thing into its
opposite.Bagalamukhi sits in a golden throne in
the midst of an ocean in an altar. Her complexion
is yellow (golden). Clad in yellow clothes, she is
adorned by a garland of yellow flowers and decked
with yellow (golden) ornaments. She pulls the

tongue of a demon by her left hand, while raising
the right hand to strike him with a club. Another
description says that she has four arms and a third

eye. A yellow crescent moon adorns her
forehead.Though generally depicted with a human
head, the goddess is sometimes described to have a

head of a crane and sometimes depicted riding a
crane. Sometimes, she is described associated with
other birds: having a duck-head or a nose of a par-
rot.

Legend:In the Satya Yuga , a great storm start-
ed destroying Creation. The god Vishnu was dis-
turbed and performed austerities to appease the
goddess Parvati on shore of Haridra Sarovar, the
lake of turmeric. Pleased with Vishnu, the goddess
appeared and brought forth her manifestation
Bagalamukhi from the lake. Bagalamukhi calmed
the storm, restoring order in the universe.

Another tale records that a demon named Madan
acquired Vak-siddhi, by which whatever he said
came true. He misused it to trouble humans and
murder people. The gods beseeched Bagalamukhi.
The goddess grabbed the demon's tongue and
immobilized his power. Madan requested the god-
dess that he be worshipped with her; the goddess
granted him this boon, before slaying him.

Symbolism: Bagalamukhi is strongly associated
with the yellow colour. She dresses in yellow clothes
and ornaments. Various texts describe her affinity
to the colour; yellow is an integral part of her wor-
ship rituals. Bagalamukhi is propitiated with yel-
low offerings by devotees dressed in yellow, seated
on a yellow cloth. Yellow turmeric bead rosary are
used in her japa of her names or mantra . The
colour yellow is linked to the Sun, gold, the earth,
grain and fire, signifying auspiciousness, bountiful-
ness and purity. The yellow turmeric is associated
with marriage. This is why goddess Bagalamukhi
is also known as Pitambhara devi.

Bagalamukhi is praised as the giver of supernat-
ural powers or magical powers (riddhis meaning
good fortune, prosperity, wealth)

In 'Bagalamukhistotratram', a part of
'Rudrayamala' , there are hymns in praise of the
powers of Bagalamukhi -

"Vadi Mukati Ran kati Kshitipatirvaishwanarah
Sheetati Krodhi Samyati Durjanah Sujanati
Khsipranugah Khanjati. Garvi Khanjati
Sarvaviccha Jarati Tvanmantrinaamantritah
Srinitye Baglamukhi Pratidinam  Tubhyam

Namah" (By the effect of Your Mantra good con-
versationalists become speechless; rich become beg-
gars; devastating fire gets cooled. The anger of the
angry person is removed; an evil minded person
becomes good. The quick moving person becomes
crippled. The conceit of the conceited person is
reduced. Knowledgeable person nearly becomes a
fool. Salutations to the compassionate
Bagalamukhi!

Baglamukhi Temple of Bankhandi-Himachal:
Maa Baglamukhi Temple is the most accient
Siddha Peeth located in Bankhandi close to both
Jawalamukhi Devi and Chintpurni Devi Temple.

Architecture: The temple also features a Havan
Kund, a sacred fire pit, where it is believed that
Lord Ram himself performed a havan (ritual fire
offering) during his time. This adds to the temple's
spiritual significance, as it is said that the goddess
Maa Bagalamukhi granted Lord Ram divine bless-
ings and the powerful Brahmastra through this
very ritual. The Havan Kund serves as a reminder
of the temple's deep connection to Lord Ram's vic-
tory over the demon king Ravana, symbolising
divine intervention and protection for all devotees
who visit.

Mythological Significance:According to Hindu
Puranas, Lord Rama, guided by the Lord
Hanuman, worshipped Temple in Bankhandi,
Kangra district to secure victory over the demon
king Ravana. The goddess granted Lord Rama the
Brahmastra, a celestial weapon of immense
destructive force. This divine gift was instrumental
in Lord Rama's success, symbolising the victory of
good over evil and demonstrating the divine sup-
port that Maa Baglamukhi Temple in Bankhandi,
Kangra district provides to her devotees.

It is believed that worshipping Maa Baglamukhi
Temple in Bankhandi, Kangra district enhances
one's power and diminishes enemies capabilities,
rendering them helpless. This aspect of the god-
dess's power underscores her role as a protector
and a formidable force against adversities.

(The  writer  is  Chartered  Engineer,  
Professional  Engineer)

Maa Baglamukhi-The female form of personification of the Mahavidyas
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