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J&K Govt committed to holding Panchayat, ULB polls: LG

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir government is commit-
ted to strengthening Panchayati
Raj Institutions and urban local
bodies by ensuring timely elec-
tions at all levels, Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha said on
Monday:.

"My government is committed to
strengthening Panchayati Raj
Institutions and urban local bod-
ies by ensuring timely elections at
all levels. This will enhance grass-
roots democracy, promote citizen
participation in decision-making
and empower local governance for
more effective development,"
Sinha said during his address in
the Jammu and Kashmir
Assembly.

Sinha said, "My government has
ensured an adequate resource
envelope for Panchayati Raj
Institutions, enabling them to
undertake sustainable and inclu-

LG Manoj Sinha delivering address on the in

th stakeholders to facilitate restoration of statehood’
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J&K Legislative Assembly on Monday.

augural day of Budget Session of

» LG describes J&K Budget historic as first to be introduced
by elected government in 7 years

» Says Jammu and Kashmir Government will seek central
help in tapping energy sector's full potential

» Omar Abdullah led historic budget consultations, ensured
people's voices shape development priorities

» Govt assures unwavering support for Press freedom,
emphasizes responsible journalism

» Omar led Govt set new benchmark in winter preparedness,
ensures swift restoration of services

sive development in their respec-
tive areas. This commitment
empowers local  governance,
strengthens grassroots democra-
cy, and accelerates holistic region-
al growth."

Reiterating his government's
commitment to restore full state-
hood to Jammu and Kashmir, the
Lieutenant Governor said the
government is actively engaging
with all stakeholders to facilitate
this process.

"One of the foremost aspirations
of the people of Jammu and

Kashmir is the restoration of full
statehood. My  government
remains steadfast in its commit-
ment to addressing this legitimate
desire of the citizens of Jammu
and Kashmir," Sinha said.

He said, "My government recog-
nises the emotional and political
significance of the statehood for
the people and is actively engag-
ing with all stakeholders to facili-
tate this process in a manner that
ensures peace, stability and
progress.”

Sinha said this Budget carries

historic significance as it is the
first in seven years to be present-
ed by an elected government in oJ-
K

"It (the Budget) symbolises the
power of the people (and has
been) prepared by their elected
representatives," Sinha said.

The Lieutenant Governor
affirmed that this Budget docu-
ment is not just financial but also
reflects the hopes and aspirations
of the masses for a brighter
future.

He reiterated the government's

commitment to maintaining peace
and prosperity and fulfilling
promises made to the people.
"The economy has shown
notable growth despite challenges.
The government is working to
make Jammu and Kashmir a pro-
gressive economy," he added.
Reaffirming the commitment of
his government to upholding
press freedom, ensuring that jour-
nalists can operate in an environ-
ment that is secure, transparent,
and conducive to free expression,
the Lieutenant Governor said,

"We recognize the vital role of the
media in shaping public dis-
course, holding institutions
accountable, and keeping citizens
informed. Efforts will continue to
strengthen press Infrastructure,
enhance access to information,
and protect the rights of journal-
ists, reaffirming our unwavering
dedication to democratic values
and an open society. While free-
dom of expression is fundamental,
it must always be exercised with
responsibility, keeping the nation-
al interest paramount”.

He said for the first time this
winter, his Government -through
close coordination between the
administration and elected repre-

sentatives  took comprehensive
measures to minimize disruptions
to the daily lives of the people dur-
ing snowfall. "This synergy
enabled one of the swiftest
restorations of essential supplies
in Kashmir, including efficient
snow clearance. Additionally, the
power supply remained one of the
most reliable, with minimal inter-
ruptions. I extend my sincere
appreciation to my Government
for their dedication and unwaver-
ing commitment to meeting the
expectations of the people and
ensuring seamless winter, pre-
paredness”, he added

The Lieutenant Governor said
that his government remains fully

committed to implementing its
promises made to the people, as a
representation of the people's
aspirations for further political
empowerment, and for creating
an enabling environment for
employment, sustainable develop-
ment, social inclusiveness and
expansion of the economy for
enhancing the overall quality of
life. It will work relentlessly on the
three principles of Economy,
Ecology and Equity that will
shape our future. "We commit
ourselves to this balance for a bet-
ter and brighter future for all", he
added.

He underscored the region's rich
composite H CONTD ON PAGE 9

Omar pays tributes to Dr Manmohan

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah on Monday paid rich tributes
to former Prime Minister Dr.
Manmohan Singh, acknowledging his
landmark reforms and pro-people initia-
tives during his tenure.

The Chief Minister was speaking dur-
ing the obituary reference in the Budget
Session of the J&K Legislative
Assembly.

Recalling Dr. Singh's contributions to
Jammu and Kashmir, the Chief
Minister said, "He inherited a complex
and difficult situation, yet he chose the
path of dialogue and reconciliation. His
efforts brought us closer to resolving
long-standing issues than at any other
time in recent history." Referring to the
unrest in 2010, the CM highlighted Dr.
Singh's role in addressing the crisis and
restoring normalcy. "His commitment to
the rehabilitation of Kashmiri Pandits
was unwavering. Under his leadership,
steps were taken to facilitate their
return, including the establishment of
townships like Jagti and the PM
Package for employment," he said.

Speaking on the occasion, the Chief
Minister, who is also the Leader of the

Singh, former legislators

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah speaking during obituary reference in Budget
Session of J&K Legislative Assembly.

House, noted that just four months ago,
the Assembly had paid tribute to former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
and today, they gathered once again to
mourn the loss of another statesman-
Dr. Manmohan Singh.

"Dr. Singh was a man of great wisdom
and integrity. He never used the power
of his office for personal gain," he said,
adding that Dr. Singh's journey-from
studying under streetlights to earning
degrees from Oxford and Cambridge-
was a testament to his dedication and

SEHR TIME:
05:35 (MARCH 05)

IFTAAR TIME:
06:42 (MARCH 04)

J&K participating in 12th Regional 3R & Circular
Economy Forum in Asia-Pacific at Rajasthan.

intellect. "His rise from an economic
advisor to Planning Commission
Deputy Chairman, Finance Minister,
and eventually the Prime Minister of
India was marked by success at every
step," he added. Reflecting on Dr.
Singh's economic reforms, the CM
recalled how he took charge as Finance
Minister when the country was in dire
economice straits.

"India lacked the financial resources
even to run the government. It was his
vision and H CONTD ON PAGE 9

J&K inks MoU regarding transformation of
Srinagar into zero landfill city by 2030

agriculture, tourism and
water resources.

The event, a flagship plat-
form for advancing sustain-
able  development  and
resource efficiency, saw J&K
highlighting its pioneering
initiatives in waste manage-
ment and circular economy
practices, reinforcing its
commitment to environmen-
tal stewardship.

The Lakes Conservation

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU:
move, Srinagar Smart City

(Reduee, Reuse,
In a landmark and Circular
Forum

Economy
in Asia and the

and Management Authority
(LCMA) showecased Jammu
& Kashmir's ground-break-
ing Dal Lake Weed
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Limited signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) under
the CITIIS 2.0 program
regarding implementation of
integrated waste manage-
ment systems including
smart collection networks
and Al-driven recycling hubs
to transform Srinagar into a
zero-landfill city by 2030.
The MoU was signed dur-
ing the 12th Regional 3R

Pacific, being held in
Rajasthan from March 3 to
5, 2025.

Additionally, the UT gov-
ernment inked a state-level
agreement to establish a
Climate Observatory, a first-
of-its-kind  institution in
North India. The observato-
ry will monitor climate vari-
ables, assess risks and for-
mulate adaptive strategies
for vulnerable sectors like

Processing Unit at the
forum, drawing widespread
attention from policymakers,
technocrats and sustainabili-
ty experts. The project,
which converts invasive
aquatic weeds into organic
manure and biogas, exempli-
fies the UT's innovative
approach towards tackling
ecological challenges while
promoting circular
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