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STATE TIMES NEWS 
UDHAMPUR: Deputy
Commissioner Udhampur
Minga Sherpa today visited
the Associated Hospital of
Government Medical
College (GMC) Udhampur
and inaugurated the
National HPV campaign
against cervical cancer.

The event was attended by
the Medical College
Principal, Chief Medical
Officer, Medical
Superintendent Associated
Hospital and other senior
officers of the Health and
Medical Education
Department.

During the visit, the DC
inspected different sections
of the hospital, including
the OPD, CT Scan, X-Ray,
Diagnostic unit, Surgical
unit, General Medicine
Department and Trauma
Centre.

The DC also chaired a
detailed review meeting
with the GMC administra-
tion to evaluate the overall
functioning of the
Associated Hospital. The
meeting assessed staff
strength, OPD services,
infrastructure status, avail-
ability of medicines and
diagnostic facilities, besides
the progress of ongoing
works including the con-
struction of the 200-bedded
District Hospital and the
makeshift building of the
GMC.

Emphasizing the impor-
tance of punctuality and
patient-friendly services,
the Deputy Commissioner
directed the hospital admin-
istration to ensure timely
delivery of services and
maintain proper hygiene
and sanitation across the
premises.

KKAATTHHUUAA::  A district-wide
Human Papillomavirus
(HPV) vaccination drive
was launched today from
Government Medical
College Kathua to protect
adolescent girls against cer-
vical cancer caused by HPV.

The campaign is being
implemented by the District
Health Department in coor-
dination with the School
Education and other allied
departments.

Member Legislative
Assembly Kathua, Dr.
Bharat Bhushan and

Deputy Commissioner,
Rajesh Sharma inaugurat-
ed the drive and flagged off
the phased immunization
campaign across the dis-
trict.

The MLA highlighted the
importance of preventive
healthcare and awareness
in reducing the incidence of
life-threatening diseases.
He said that cervical cancer
remains a major health con-
cern among women and
emphasized that timely vac-
cination is a safe and effec-
tive preventive measure.

The DC reiterated the dis-
trict administration's com-
mitment towards strength-
ening public health initia-
tives and informed that the
vaccination drive will be
conducted in a phased man-
ner across 27 designated
centres in the district. He
directed the concerned offi-
cers to ensure strict adher-
ence to cold chain protocols,
effective awareness genera-
tion and close inter-depart-
mental coordination for
achieving cent percent tar-
get coverage. He called
upon parents, teachers and
community leaders to
actively support the cam-
paign to ensure maximum
coverage.

The Chief Medical Officer
Dr Vijay Raina informed
that the vaccination drive
would target girls in the eli-
gible age group as per
Government of India guide-
lines and assured that ade-
quate arrangements have
been put in place for
smooth implementation of
the programme.

Among others present
included Principal GMC,
Dr Surinder Attri; Chief
Education Officer Kewal
Krishan and officers from
different departments.

RRAAMMBBAANN::  District
administration Ramban led
by Deputy Commissioner
Mohammad Alyas Khan,
today launched the Human
Papillomavirus (HPV) vac-
cination drive in the district
to safeguard adolescent
girls against cervical can-
cer.

The vaccination drive was
formally inaugurated by
ADC Varunjeet Singh
Charak at District Hospital
Ramban. A total of 11

health centres have been
identified across the district
to facilitate vaccination of
the targeted population.

The ADC said that all
necessary arrangements
have been put in place by
the administration, includ-
ing availability of trained
manpower, proper cold
chain management and
logistics support to ensure
smooth implementation of
the programme. He
stressed the importance of
coordinated efforts among
all stakeholders to ensure
smooth and timely vaccina-
tion, proper awareness gen-
eration and 100 percent
coverage of all eligible bene-
ficiaries within the pre-
scribed timeline. He direct-
ed the concerned officers to
maintain close monitoring
so that no eligible benefici-
ary is left out.

Chief Medical Officer
Kamal Je Zadu informed
that an estimated 3,304
girls aged around 14 years
have been identified as the
target group in the district.
Out of these, 2,789 girls
have already been verified
through headcount surveys
conducted by ASHAs,
Anganwadi Workers and
other field functionaries.
He further added that all
identified health facilities
have functional cold chain
points to ensure vaccine
quality, dedicated Medical
Officers for management of
Adverse Events Following
Immunization (AEFI) and
the required IT infrastruc-
ture for implementation of
U-WIN.

Medical Superintendent
District Hospital Dr.
Surdashan Katoch; District
Immunization Officer,
Block Medical Officer
Batote and other officers of
the Health & Family
Welfare Department
Ramban were present on
the occasion.

DDOODDAA:: The live stream-
ing of nationwide Human
Papillomavirus (HPV) vac-
cination campaign launched
by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was today
held at DC Office Doda in
the presence of the District
Development Commissioner
(DDC) Krishan Lal, med-
ical professionals and other

officers and health officials.
Later, the DDC visited the

Associated Hospital,
Government Medical
College (GMC) and inaugu-
rated the HPV vaccination
drive at OPD Block.

During the visit, the DDC
interacted with students,
doctors and healthcare
staff, appreciating their
efforts in implementing the
vaccination programme and
spreading awareness about
the importance of early pre-
vention and timely vaccina-
tion. He emphasized the
need for active participa-
tion of educational institu-
tions, health workers and
the community to ensure
maximum coverage under
the campaign.

The vaccination drive was
also launched across all
subdivisions of the district,
including Bhaderwah,
Thathri, Gandoh and Assar
to ensure wider outreach
and accessibility of the life-
saving vaccine to eligible
beneficiaries.

SSAAMMBBAA::  The National
HPV Vaccination
Campaign was successfully
launched today at District
Hospital Samba under the
aegis of the Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare,
Government of India. The
programme was formally
inaugurated by the Deputy
Commissioner, Ayushi
Sudan.

While addressing the
gathering, the Deputy
Commissioner highlighted
the critical importance of
preventive healthcare and
adolescent immunization in
reducing the burden of cer-
vical cancer. She empha-
sized that timely vaccina-
tion is a vital step toward
ensuring a healthier future
for young girls and
strengthening public
health outcomes in the dis-
trict.

The event was organized
under the guidance of the
Chief Medical Officer, Dr.
Vidh Bhatial and the
Medical Superintendent,
Dr. Mohinder Kumar.   

During the launch event,
awareness was generated
among beneficiaries and
their attendants regarding
the importance, safety and
long-term benefits of HPV

vaccination in preventing
cervical cancer.

Adhering strictly to pre-
scribed vaccination proto-
cols and safety guidelines,
approximately 22 eligible
girls were administered a
single dose of Gardasil-4
vaccine. Vaccination cer-
tificates were issued to all
beneficiaries.

KKIISSHHTTWWAARR::  The
National HPV Vaccination
Campaign, aimed at pre-
venting cervical cancer was
formally   inaugurated at
District Hospital Kishtwar
by Deputy Commissioner,
Pankaj Kumar Sharma.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Deputy Commissioner
emphasized that HPV is a
cancer-causing virus that
affects females and can
lead to cancer of the cervix,
the lower part of the
uterus. He highlighted that
timely vaccination can sig-
nificantly reduce the risk
of cervical cancer and
urged parents, teachers
and community members
to actively support the
campaign to ensure a
healthier future for young
girls.

The DC said that with
the campaign launch, the
vaccination has been made
available at District
Hospital from today
onwards and it will run for
a period of three months.
The block-wise roll-out of
the campaign shall begin
on March 2, 2026
(Monday).

"The vaccination drive will
be carried out at all desig-
nated health institutions of
SDH Paddar, CHC
Marwah, PHC Dachan,
PHC Kiru, PHC Nali, PHC
Chatroo and PHC Afti as
per the protocol including
the cold storage facility,"
the DC informed.

On the inaugural day,
four eligible girls were
administered the vaccine in
the presence of the Deputy
Commissioner. Necessary
forms were completed and
vaccination certificates
were issued to the benefici-
aries on the spot.

Chief Medical Officer Dr.
Yudhvir Singh informed
that school authorities have
been directed to bring eligi-
ble girls to the nearest vac-

cination centres. The drive
will be conducted on a daily
basis to ensure timely com-
pletion of the target.

The event was attended by
ADC Pawan Kotwal and
other senior officers and
concerned staff members.

RRAAJJOOUURRII:: Deputy
Commissioner Rajouri,
Abhishek Sharma, today
formally launched the
Human Papillomavirus
(HPV) Vaccination
Campaign here at Town
Hall, marking a significant
step towards safeguarding
adolescent girls against cer-
vical cancer and promoting
preventive healthcare in the
district.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Deputy Commissioner
informed that vaccine cen-
tres have been established
at 31 locations across the
district for the smooth and
effective implementation of
the drive. He directed the
concerned officers to main-
tain close coordination and
mobilize maximum partici-
pation of eligible beneficiar-
ies to achieve the desired
targets within the stipulat-
ed time frame. ADDC,
Malikzada Sheraz-ul-Haq;
Chief Medical Officer, Dr.
Manohar Lal Rana; BMO
Manjakote, Saleem Bhatti
and other district and sec-
toral officers accompanied
the Deputy Commissioner
during the launch pro-
gramme.

PPOOOONNCCHH:: A three-
month Human
Papillomavirus (HPV) vac-
cination campaign was for-
mally launched today at
District Hospital Poonch
to protect adolescent girls
from cervical cancer and
strengthen preventive
healthcare services in the
district.

The campaign was inau-
gurated by Additional
Deputy Commissioner
Tahir Mustafa Malik for
girls in the age group of 14
to 15 years.

The launch ceremony was
attended by Chief Medical
Officer, Dr. Parvaiz Ahmed
Khan, Medical
Superintendent District
Hospital, Dr. Mohammad
Shafeeq Chowdhury,
Deputy CMO, Dr. Ruby
Naz Bhatti, District

Immunization Officer, Dr.
Zoohra Parveen, along with
other senior health officials
and staff.

The campaign will run
for three months across the
district to ensure maxi-
mum coverage and aware-
ness among eligible benefi-
ciaries. Health officials
urged parents and
guardians to actively par-
ticipate and support the
initiative for a healthier
future generation.

RREEAASSII:: Deputy
Commissioner Reasi,
Kumar Abhishek today for-
mally launched the Human
Papillomavirus (HPV) vac-
cination campaign for 14-
year-old girls in the district
from District Hospital
Reasi. Several eligible girls
were administered the vac-
cine to mark the launch.

The Deputy
Commissioner interacted
with the beneficiaries and
encouraged them to take
full advantage of the initia-
tive. He informed that in
the first phase of the cam-
paign, 15 vaccination cen-
tres have been established
across the district to
ensure maximum coverage.

Chief Medical Officer Dr.
Mohammad Ashraf Kolhi,
District Immunization
Officer Dr. Usha Kiran,
Medical Superintendent
Dr. Gopal Dutt and other
officials of the Health
Department were present
on the occasion.

SSUUNNDDEERRBBAANNII:: In align-
ment with the nationwide
launch of the Human
Papillomavirus (HPV)
Vaccination Programme
under the Government of
India's public health initia-
tive, the programme was
formally launched today at
Sub District Hospital
(SDH), Sunderbani.

The initiative is being
implemented under the
overall leadership of
Abhishek Sharma, IAS,
Deputy Commissioner
Rajouri, and is being con-
ducted under the direction
of M.L. Rana, Chief
Medical Officer Rajouri,
ensuring systematic plan-
ning and effective imple-
mentation across the dis-
trict.

The launch event at SDH

Sunderbani was inaugurat-
ed by Ramkash Sharma,
Additional Deputy
Commissioner Sunderbani,
who emphasized the impor-
tance of preventive health-
care and termed the HPV
vaccine a landmark step
toward the prevention of
cervical cancer among
women. He encouraged
maximum community par-
ticipation to ensure the suc-
cess of this nationwide mis-
sion. The programme at the
block level was organized
under the supervision of Dr.
Meena Kumari, Block
Medical Officer,
Sunderbani. She highlight-
ed that the HPV vaccina-
tion drive is currently being
administered to adolescent
girls in the age group of 14
to 15 years, aiming to pro-
vide early protection against
cervical cancer. She further
appealed to parents and
guardians to ensure that all
eligible girls avail the bene-
fits of this preventive vac-
cine. Medical officers, para-
medical staff, ANMs,
ASHAs, and other health-
care workers of SDH
Sunderbani actively partici-
pated and ensured the
smooth conduct of the
launch programme.
Awareness regarding the
safety, efficacy, and long-
term protective benefits of
the HPV vaccine was also
disseminated among benefi-
ciaries and attendees.

The programme is being
coordinated by Dr. Atul
Sharma, Medical Officer,
Sunderbani, who is serving
as the Nodal Officer for the
HPV Vaccination
Programme. He ensured
proper logistical arrange-
ments, awareness genera-
tion, and seamless execution
of the launch event.

Simultaneously, a similar
launch event was conducted
at PHC Upper Hathal
under the supervision of Dr.
Ashish Raina, Zonal
Medical Officer, Hathal,
where awareness about the
importance, safety, and
long-term benefits of HPV
vaccination was disseminat-
ed among beneficiaries and
community members. The
healthcare staff ensured the
smooth conduct of the pro-
gramme at the zonal level.

HPV vaccination drive launched across region
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KISHTWAR: Government Degree College
Kishtwar organised a Painting and Slogan
Writing Competition on Road Safety Awareness
under the able guidance of the Principal, Prof.
Basharat Iqbal. The programme was conducted
under the supervision of Dr. Tabassum Saleem
and witnessed overwhelming participation from
students.

Around 150 students actively participated in
the event, presenting creative paintings and
impactful slogans emphasizing the importance
of following traffic rules, safe driving practices,
and respect for human life. The event aimed at
spreading awareness among youth about respon-
sible behavior on roads and the need to prevent
accidents. Students from Government Degree
College Chatroo also participated enthusiastical-
ly, making the competition more vibrant and
competitive. The competition was adjudged by a
distinguished panel comprising Dr. Tariq
Tamqeen, Associate Professor, GDC Chatroo;
Dr. Yasir Ahmed; Prof. Esar ul Ayub; Dr. S. M.

Usman; and Prof. Ashfaq Wani. The judges
appreciated the originality, creativity, and power-
ful social messages conveyed through the entries.

The first prize in the Painting Competition was
awarded to Aaquil Mushtaq, semester 4th from
GDC Kishtwar while the first prize in the Slogan
Writing Competition was secured by Suhana
Malik , semester 4th from GDC Kishtwar 

All participants were awarded certificates of
participation in recognition of their efforts. The
winners were presented with mementos as a
token of appreciation.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr Tabassum
Saleem congratulated the participants for their
enthusiastic involvement. She emphasized that
such awareness programmes play a vital role in
instilling a sense of responsibility among stu-
dents towards society.

The event concluded on a note of encourage-
ment and appreciation, reaffirming GDC
Kishtwar's commitment to promoting social
awareness and holistic development among
students.

GDC Kishtwar organises painting, slogan
writing competition on road safety 

Faculty members during the event. STATE TIMES NEWS
KISHTWAR:  Jammu &
Kashmir Bank, under its
Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) ini-
tiative Project RISE
(Respecting Identities |
Promoting Equality),
organized a series of gender
sensitization and self-
defence awareness pro-
grammes in Kishtwar dis-
trict. The initiative was
implemented by Live For
Others - Being Helpful
Foundation (LFO-BHF)
as part of its outreach
across Jammu & Kashmir
and Ladakh, with the
objective of promoting
equality, dignity, and per-
sonal safety among stu-
dents.

The awareness sessions
were conducted at

Government Higher
Secondary School, Shiroth,
Government High School,
Drabshalla, Government
Higher Secondary School,
Mughal Maidan, and
Government Higher
Secondary School, Trigam
where a total of 1626 stu-
dents participated in the
sessions led by Rubina
Jamwal, who served as the
Resource Person.

Speaking on the occasion,
Vivek Parihar, Director &
CEO, LFO-BHF, stated,
"Special emphasis was
placed on self-defence
training, where students
were introduced to basic
practical techniques aimed
at enhancing personal safe-
ty, building confidence, and
enabling effective response
in challenging situations.

The sessions also addressed
gender sensitivity, respect-
ful behaviour, and the
importance of inclusive and
responsible social conduct."

Through these interactive
engagements, individuals
were sensitized across vari-
ous educational institu-
tions in Kishtwar district.
The programme highlight-
ed the importance of
empowering youth by inte-
grating awareness with
practical skills for real-life
preparedness. The initia-
tive witnessed active partic-
ipation from students,
teachers, and school
authorities, who appreciat-
ed the relevance and hands-
on approach of the ses-
sions, reinforcing the mes-
sage of safety, sensitivity,
and self-empowerment.

J&K Bank & LFO-BHF's Project RISE
empowers students in Kishtwar

Organisers along with students and faculty during the programme.
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RAMBAN: Arvind Kumar
Dixit rendered his dedicat-
ed and distinguished serv-
ices to the great Force for
40 years in which he
served in Punjab, Assam,
Delhi, UP, Bihar, AP,
Manipur, Haryana and
Jammu Kashmir, includ-
ing 10 years' stint in the
Elite SPG. In the 84 Bn
CRPF, he served for 05
years, and contributed sig-
nificantly in successful
conduct of annual
Amarnath Yatras,
Assembly and
Parliamentary Elections in
Ramban District. For his
impeccable services, he
has, so far, been awarded
07 DG CRPF's
Commendation Disc and

01 DG JKP's
Commendation Disc and
President's Police Medal
for Meritorious Service.

On the eve of his super-
annuation on 28 Feb 26,
he was presented a Guard
of Honour and a grand
Cultural Evening and
Bada Khana was also
organized.  During the
event, N Ranbir Singh
Commandant 84 Bn
thanked the officer for his
dedicated and glorious
service to the Force and
extended warm wishes to
him and his family for a
healthy, peaceful and ful-
filling post retirement life.
Sukhjit Singh Rana DIG
CRPF Jammu North Ops
Range presented a memen-
to to the outgoing officer.

84 Bn CRPF bids farewell to Second
in Command CRPF Arvind Dixit 
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