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Amar Mahal to host 4th edition of Tawi Festival from March 13

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The historic
Amar Mahal Palace to host
the 4th edition of the Tawi
Festival of Arts and
Culture, scheduled from
13th to 15th March, show-
casing the rich cultural
heritage and artistic diver-
sity of Jammu & Kashmir.
The festival and mela are
jointly organised by the
Hari Tara Charitable Trust

(HTCT) and the erstwhile
Dogra Royal Family of

Director of Amar Mahal Museum, Dr. Jyotsna Singh talking to reporters.

Jammu & Kashmir. with a vibrant mela. The

folk traditions, remains Basohli School of painting,

The announcement was
made at a press conference
on Tuesday by Dr. Jyotsna
Singh, Director of the
Amar Mahal Museum.

Dr. Singh highlighted
that the festival offers a
multifaceted programme,
including seminars, work-
shops, interactive talks,
folk music and street the-
atre performances, classi-

mela focuses on promoting
entrepreneurship, local
innovation, organic prod-
ucts, handicrafts, and
regional cuisines, sourced
from NGOs and artisans

across the Himalayan
region.
Dr. Singh emphasized

that Jammu & Kashmir's
cultural richness, encom-
passing diverse languages,

underexplored. The festival
aims to create greater local
and national awareness,
providing a platform for
artists, eraftsmen, and cul-
tural enthusiasts to engage
with visitors.

A distinctive feature of
the festival includes art

demonstrate their tradi-
tional  techniques and
interact with audiences,
offering insights into their
creative processes.

The 4th edition of the
Tawi Festival will see active
collaboration with J&K
Academy of Art, Culture &

cal and folk dance, along music, architecture, and

camps, immersive work- Languages, Institute of
shops, and exhibitions, Music & Fine Arts Jammu,
where artists, particularly INTACH Jammu, and
those associated with the Kala Kendra Jammu,

Recruitment Scam Case: CAT Jammu dismisses petitions
of 27 Fire and Emergency Services employees

m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: The Central
Administrative Tribunal
(CAT), Jammu Bench has
dismissed two petitions
filed by 27 employees of

conducted in 2020 through
a private agency engaged
to conduet the examina-
tion. During the selection
process, serious irregulari-
ties were reported, includ-

Following the ACB's find- The tribunal also
ings and recommendations, expressed serious conecern
the government terminated over the scale of the
the services of these candi-  recruitment scam, noting
dates. Subsequently, 27 of that such large-scale
the affected candidates wmanipulation could not

have occurred without the

the Fire and Emergency
Services, Jammu and
Kashmir, challenging the
termination of their servic-
es following a recruitment
seam.

The Division Bench com-
prising Judicial Member
Rajinder  Dogra  and
Administrative  Member
Ram Mohan Johri
observed that the recruit-
ment process was tainted
by large-secale irregularities
and described it as a "big
scam" in which jobs were
allegedly sold and pur-
chased by the petitioners.

According to the case

ing tampering with answer
sheets and manipulation of
marks, where failed candi-
dates  were allegedly
awarded higher marks to
secure their selection.

The alleged irregularities
sparked widespread
protests across Jammu
and Kashmir, prompting
the government to refer the
matter to the Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
for investigation. During
the probe, the ACB scruti-
nized the OMR answer
sheets of around 600
selected candidates and
identified 106 candidates

filed two petitions before
the CAT Jammu Bench,
while several others
approached  the  CAT
Srinagar Bench challeng-
ing the action taken
against them.

After hearing arguments
from both sides, the tribu-
nal concluded that the
recruitment process was
seriously  compromised.
However, it observed that
it was possible to segregate
the tainted candidates
from those who were not
involved in irregularities,
and therefore upheld the
government's decision to

direct or indirect involve-
ment of government offi-
cials in connivance with the
recruiting agency.

Emphasizing the need to
restore public confidence in
the system, the tribunal
directed the authorities to
initiate strict penal and
demonstrative action
against erring officials,
middlemen and other indi-
viduals found involved in
the scam.

It observed that those
responsible should not be
allowed to go scot-free as
such actions undermine

strengthening the cultural
fabric of the event. Dr.
Singh expressed gratitude
to these institutions for
their support in promoting
heritage, arts, and culture
in the region.

"The Tawi Festival is
more than a celebration of
arts; it is a platform to
connect communities, pre-
serve heritage, and encour-
age creative entrepreneur-
ship," Dr. Singh said. She
added that the festival is
expected to attract local
residents, tourists, artists,
and cultural scholars, pro-
viding an immersive expe-
rience of Jammu's artistic
and cultural legacy.

The festival will also
include opportunities for
visitors to participate in
workshops, explore artisan
stalls, and enjoy live per-
formances, making it a key
cultural highlight of the
year in Jammu.

Principal GGM Science College unveils
Cricket Uniform for VC Cup CLU]

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The cricket team of
GGM Science College Jammu
received a major boost as the
official cricket uniform for the
upeoming VC CUP of Cluster
University of Jammu was for-
mally unveiled today in the col-
lege premises. The uniform was
unveiled by Prof. (Dr.) Romesh
Kumar Gupta, who congratu-
lated the college cricket team
and encouraged the players to
uphold the spirit of sportsman-
ship and bring laurels to the
institution in the prestigious
inter-college tournament.

Speaking on the occasion, the
Principal appreciated the dedi-
cation of the players and
emphasized the importance of
sports in promoting discipline,
teamwork, and physical fitness
among students.

The unveiling ceremony was
attended by Dr. Devinder
Kumar Sharma, who briefed

Principal GGM Science College, Prof. (Dr.) Romesh Kumar
Gupta unveiling Cricket Uniform for VC Cup CLUJ.

the gathering about the prepa-
rations of the team for the VC
Cup tournament. Dr. Rahul
Kait (C) was also present along
with all the team players Dr.
Brinder Kumar, Dr: Lokinder
Singh, Prof. Kamaljeet Singh,
Prof. Ankush Raj, Prof,,
Muzaffar Ahmed Sheikh, Prof.
Gourav Gupta, Dr. Arun
Sharma, Dr. Rohit Bhardwaj
(WK), Prof. Rajesh Bhardwaj,
Dr. Devinder Kumar Sharma,

Ameeq Rehman Choudhary ,
Sh. Lakhbinder Singh (WK),
Sh. Sumit Sharma,Sh. Rahul
Verma, who expressed their
enthusiasm and readiness for
the upcoming competition.The
event concluded with the team
members proudly displaying
the newly unveiled cricket uni-
form and reaffirming their
commitment to perform their
best in the VC CUP CLUJ

tournament.

Dr: Bilal Ahmad Malla, Prof.

PM SHRI GHS Boys Kandoli organizes

Enrollment Awareness Programme

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: PM SHRI
Government High School
Boys, Kandoli Nagrota
organized a series of
awareness and community
engagement
including an Enrollment
Awareness Programme for
the academic session 2026-
27, a Mega Parent-Teacher
Meeting, Community
Mobilization Programme,
Social Media Awareness
Session, and Result
Declaration with
Felicitation of Students.
The event witnessed
enthusiastic participation
from students, parents,
teachers, and members of
the local community. The
school administration
invited parents to attend
the programme so that

activities

Incharge  PM SHRI
School, and the entire staff
for their efforts in shaping
the future of students and
promoting quality educa-
tion.

' Journallst Amit Verma honouring a student at enrollment

awareness programme.

declared, and meritorious
students were felicitated
for their academic achieve-
ments. The initiative
aimed to encourage stu-
dents to perform better
and inspire them to contin-
ue their educational jour-
ney with dedication and
confidence.

A special Social Media

shared valuable insights
about the responsible use
of social media and its
growing role in today's dig-
ital world. He advised stu-
dents to use social media
platforms wisely for learn-
ing, communication, and
personal development while
avoiding misuse.

During his interaction,

Several prominent mem-
bers of the local communi-
ty were also present on the
occasion, including former
Sarpanch Rameshwar
Sharma, Sanjay Sharma,
Vijay Sharma, and Sanjay
Batra. Speaking on the
oceasion, former Sarpanch
Rameshwar Sharma appre-
ciated the role of the PM
SHRI school in providing
quality education to chil-
dren of the area and said
that many students from
the institution have
achieved success in differ-
ent fields.

The programme conclud-
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16/17- (b)/UAPA ACT in FIR No. 29/2015 of P/S Bus
Stand Jammu
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Whereas challan has been made before me that
Maheed ul Islam SI° Abdul Zabbar R/o Lasudi Tola
Mohabbatpur Kaliachak Malda West Bengal has com-
mitted (or is suspected to have committed) the

rant of arrest there upon issued that the said Maheed

accused is required to appear at Police Station: Bus
Stand or before this court to answer the said challan
on the day of 20.02.2026
Dated this 18th day of December 2025

Sd/-

No: 418/3rd ADSJ 3rd Addl Sessions Judge,

Bashir Ahmad Wani (W/o Ishfag Ahmad Mohand) R/o Y

Trichal Pulwama through special power of Attorney
executed on 3rd of February 2026 before the Hon'ble
Court of Sub Registrar Jammu North-l in favour of

supervision of J&K migrant immovable property
(Preservation, Protection and Restraint on distress

Naib Tehsildar Pulwama-Il personally or through his
authorized agent within a period of fifteen (15) days
from the issuance of this notice, failing which no claim
will be considered.
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