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Look at the sky. We are not alone. The whole universe is friendly to us
and conspires only to give the best to those who dream and work.

- A. P J. Abdul Kalam

EDITORIAL

PUBLIC CONCERN

any democracy, the true measure of governance is not only
Fow policies are crafted but, more importantly, how effectively
they address the everyday concerns of the public. Citizens,
whether urban or rural, have expectations from the government-
timely delivery of services, transparency, accountability, and fair-
ness. When these expectations are unmet, public discontent grows,
eroding trust in institutions. Therefore, resolving public concerns
promptly and efficiently is not merely an administrative responsibil-
ity; it is the cornerstone of a healthy, functioning society.

The spectrum of public concerns is wide-ranging-from basic civie
amenities like water, electricity, and sanitation to social security,
health care, education, and safety. Each of these areas directly
affects the quality of life of citizens. For instance, delays in disburs-
ing pensions, irregularities in recruitment processes, or inefficient
grievance redressal mechanisms can create frustration and disen-
chantment. Timely intervention by authorities, along with transpar-
ent communication, is essential to bridge the gap between policy
formulation and public satisfaction.

Technology has emerged as a powerful tool in addressing public
concerns. E-governance platforms, online grievance portals, and
mobile applications allow citizens to register complaints, track their
progress, and receive timely updates. Governments that adopt these
tools demonstrate responsiveness, improve accountability, and
reduce bureaucratic delays. However, technology alone is insuffi-
cient. There must be a proactive administrative approach-officials
who are not just reactive but anticipate issues, engage with citizens
regularly; and ensure that solutions are practical and sustainable.

Equally important is citizen participation. Public concerns are
often multi-dimensional, involving social, economic, and cultural
factors. Involving local communities, civil society organizations, and
citizen committees in decision-making enhances the quality of sohi-
tions. It ensures that the measures taken are not just top-down
directives but collaborative efforts that reflect the real needs of the
people. Such inclusive governance fosters trust, reduces social fric-
tion, and encourages civic responsibility.

The media and civil society also play a eritical role in highlighting
systemic gaps and holding authorities accountable. Constructive
criticism, investigative reporting, and advocacy campaigns serve as
istruments to amplify citizen voices and urge timely resolution of
issues. A responsive government sees this not as eriticism but as
feedback, using it to improve service delivery and public engage-
ment.

Ultimately, resolving public concerns is more than just addressing
individual complaints; it reflects the ethical and functional health of
governance. When authorities respond with transparency, empathy,
and efficiency, they reinforce citizens' faith in the system, strength-
en social cohesion, and encourage a culture of accountability.

In a rapidly changing world, where citizens are increasingly aware
and assertive of their rights, governments must prioritize resolving
public concerns as a strategic and moral imperative. Public satisfac-
tion is not a byproduct-it is the objective. Ensuring that grievances
are heard, acknowledged, and addressed promptly is the true hall-
mark of governance that is not only effective but also respected and
enduring.

From Conclaves to Classrooms: Opening Doors to the Wor

Atmanirbhar Villages:Empowering India's Journey Towards Self-Reliance

= DR. BANARSI LAL

tmanirbhar Bharat or self-

reliant India is a visionary
£&policy that aims to empower
the Indians by strengthening local
industries and promoting
advanced digital solutions. This
campaign was launched on May
12,2020 with the goal to make
India self-sustaining in the global
arena. Its vision is rooted in pro-
ducing and consuming more
indigenous goods, leveraging glob-
al talent and enhancing digital and
technological infrastructures. This
initiative encourages the Indians
from all walks of life to contribute
towards national progress. India
about two thirds of the total popu-
lation and more than 70 per cent
of the workforce reside in rural
areas. Presently the concept of
Aatmanirbhar Bharat has gained
significant momentum in India.
The aim of this campaign is to
reduce dependency on foreign
resources and increase the self-suf-
ficiency in diverse sectors across
the nation. Under this campaign,
rural areas are promoted as the
Aatmanirbhar villages, where agri-
culture and allied sectors play the
significant role in the economic
development of nation. We can
achieve comprehensive and sus-
tainable growth at the national
level by making the villages as the
self-reliant. Making villages as
Aatmanirbhar will strengthen the
rural economy in India. It will help
to attain the self-sufficiency at the
village level. The rural areas face
the formidable economic chal-
lenges, poverty, unemployment
and even inequality. Addressing
these challenges is very important
not only to fasten sustainable
growth of the nation but also to
reduce the rural migration
towards the urban areas. The con-
cept of Aatmanirbhar villages
(self-reliant India) has an
immense potential to create
income and employment opportu-

nities for the rural people. The
rural economy depends mainly on
agriculture and allied sectors for
its growth and development. A
self-reliant nation must be self-suf-
ficient in terms of domestic food
grain production and even in some
other essential commodities.
Making rural areas self-reliant can
enhance food security through
higher agricultural production and
productivity, ensuring a constant
supply of food grains and thus
reducing dependence on external
sources for essential commodities.
Agriculture secures the nation in
terms of food, fodder and other
raw-material for industries and
serves as the source of livelihood
for majority of the rural popula-
tion. In India, the proportion of
the population depends directly or
indirectly largely on agriculture for
income and employment opportu-
nities.

In rural India agriculture has an
immense potential to generate a
plethora of income and employ-
ment opportunities. It also creates
jobs in the fields like agribusiness,
food processing etec. Even the
urban areas businesses such as
food processing industries, milk
processing, medicines industries
ete. depend on the rural areas.
Agricultural sector is helpful to
empower the local rural communi-
ties and plays a significant role in
stemming the tide of rural to-
urban migration which increases
the urban overcrowding and unem-
ployment ultimately helps a more
balanced and sustainable socio-
economic system. Self-reliance in
rural areas serves as a catalyst for
eco-friendly practices. Rural peo-
ple can adopt eco-friendly and sus-
tainable practices for water, energy
and waste management, thus can
make a significant contribution to
environmental protection. Farmers
can adopt natural and organic
farming practices to produce the
safe and healthy food. It will help
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to maintain soil health, human
health and environment health.
Through public policies and
schemes ,the government is sup-
porting entrepreneurs, farmers
and MSMEs. Key pillars include
an advanced digital infrastructure,
modern healthcare and robust
manufacturing. Self-reliant vil-
lages will give a boost to the local
industries and small agri-business-
es in villages and can lead to the
promotion of diverse ventures such
as small-scale manufacturing, arti-
sanal crafts, agro-processing units
etc. in the rural areas. This
approach bolsters rural self-suffi-
ciency and also helps in the sus-
tainability and ecological responsi-
bility. Women in rural areas play
significant role in agriculture and
allied sectors as they play their
critical role in crops production
right from sowing to post-harvest
management. The farm women
empowerment is essential for
attaining self-sufficiency at the vil-
lage level and for comprehensive
socio-economic national develop-
ment. SHGs formation among the
farm women can really helpful in
the rural women empowerment.
Through SHGs women can gener-
ate income and employment and
develop entrepreneurial skills.
There is need to promote gender
equality and women's access to
education, health, land and credit
so they can participate in farming
and decision-making process. It
will help in the overall development
of rural areas.

In order to make villages' self-
reliant, investments in infrastruc-
ture, including roads, electricity,
health, irrigation, sanitation and
storage facilities are the basic
requirements. These improve-
ments not only enhance the overall
quality of life in rural areas but
also attract business and invest-
ment to these areas. Better infra-
structure connects the villages to
the market, thus making it easier

for the farmers to sell their farm
produce and aceess resources. The
adoption of latest technologies in
agriculture has the potential to
significantly boost the crop pro-
duction and productivity. There is
need to equip the farmers with the
necessary tools and machineries to
embrace cutting-edge farming
practices. There is need to promote
the precision agriculture, data-
driven decision-making and the
use of innovative farm machiner-
ies. Presently, India has not only
achieved self-sufficiency in food
grains but has also emerged as a
prominent net exporter of agricul-
tural products, occupying 7th posi-
tion in the world. This significant
transformation began to gain
momentum after 1970-71, but it
experienced a substantial boost
with effect from 1994-95.The
Indian Government has launched
numerous schemes and pro-
grammes to improve the socio-eco-
nomie status of rural communities.
The main thrust has been on
increasing the crops production,
productivity, reducing cost of culti-
vation and diversifying towards
high-value agriculture crops by
introducing supply chain reforms,
a streamlined and rational tax sys-
tem, transparent and concise legal
frameworks, a skilled and capable
workforce and a robust financial
system. Aatmanirbhar Bharat
Abhiyan was announced by the
Government of India with the
objective to promote local prod-
ucts. The mission is synergised
with the 'Make in India' initiative,
which is designed to encourage
manufacturing in India including
the highly promising agricultural
sector.Programmes like Digital
India ,Skill India and Start-up
India create job opportunities and
improve the quality of life for mil-
lions.

Several schemes and programmes
have been initiated by the
Government of India to make vil-

lages self-reliant through agricul-
tural development and promoting
rural entrepreneurship. These pro-
grammes provide an excellent
opportunity to the rural people to
come forward at the forefront and
actively participate in the process
of Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.
There is need to attract unem-
ployed educated youth into
agribusiness and agri-preneurship
and special impetus on creating
scientific temper and fostering
innovative spirit among the rural
youth is required. An appropriate
policy coupled with a suitable
strategy to strengthen the rural
non-farm sector deserves to be at
the top priority. There is need to
adopt a comprehensive strategy
for strengthening rural infrastruc-
ture, supporting local entrepre-
neurs, establishing agro-based and
cottage industries, ensuring easy
access to finance, focusing on edu-
cation and skill development, and
promoting sustainable mnatural
resource management. There is
need to expand digital literacy,
encouraging rural community par-
ticipation, facilitating financial
inclusion and improving access to
markets are very important for
self-reliance India. Government,
NGOs, the private sector and local
communities can play their signifi-
cant role to achieve the desired
goals. In order to achieve the goal
of Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan
there is need to create the flourish-
ing rural communities that make
substantial contributions to the
overall economic growth of the
nation.The ultimate goal of India
is to become a global economic
power while ensuring prosperity
and equal opportunity for all citi-
zens. Scientific interventions, sup-
portive government schemes and
active citizen participation are cru-
cial in making Atmanirbhar
Bharat a reality.
(The writer is Chief Scientist &
Head of KVK Reasi SKUAST-J)

Strengthening communal harmony

across national horizon

Vision of Viksit Bharat @2047 While Closing Them at Home

= VISHAB PARTAP SINGH CHAMBYAL
t the Study in India Edu Diplomatic Conclave 2026, con-
{ s vened by the Ministry of Education, India presented itself as
confident and emerging global knowledge power.
Addressing international delegates, Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan underscored the transformative promise of
the National Education Policy 2020, highlighting research, innova-
tion, and global academic collaboration as pillars of the nation's
future. The approval granted to three UK universities to establish
campuses in India was framed as a landmark in the international-
isation of Indian higher education. The message was clear: India is
preparing itself to become a global knowledge hub by 2047 - the
vision often described as Viksit Bharat @2047. Yet beneath this
confident narrative lies a fundamental and uncomfortable question:
Can a nation aspire to be a "Vishva Guru" if cooperation within its
own educational ecosystem remains inconsistent? (lobal Ambition,
Local Realities The entry of foreign universities into India reflects
strength and credibility. It signals that Indian higher education is
ready to host global institutions and engage in cross-border aca-
demic exchange. It aligns seamlessly with NEP 2020's emphasis on
multidisciplinary research universities, academic mobility, and
mnovation ecosystems. However; innovation does not originate in
policy summits or international campuses alone. It begins in class-
rooms - often in schools - where educational challenges are lived
daily. During a fieldwork as an M.Ed. Student in Udhampur dis-
trict (J&K), I encountered a reality that stood in sharp contrast to
the optimism of national platforms. After months of academic
preparation - designing research tools, securing institutional
approvals, and fulfilling procedural requirements - I approached a
CBSE-affiliated school for data collection. Initial consent was
offered. Yet subsequent visits were marked by delay, avoidance, and
eventually a direct refusal. Assurances over phone calls yielded no

action. Hours of waiting resulted in silence.

The issue was not the denial of data alone. It was the absence of
dialogue. At a time when India was welcoming international cam-
puses with regulatory facilitation, a domestic researcher seeking to
contribute to educational improvement faced resistance at the
school gate. The contrast was striking.

Research Is Not Disruption - It Is Democratic Accountability

The National Education Policy 2020 repeatedly positions
research and innovation as engines of transformation. It envisions
India as a knowledge society built on inquiry, evidence, and collab-
oration. But educational research is not abstract theorising. It
depends on access to classrooms, teachers, administrators, and
students. Without field engagement, reform risks becoming
rhetorical.

If schools perceive research as an intrusion rather than institu-
tional self-reflection, policy aspirations remain detached from
practice. When foreign institutions are welcomed while local aca-
demic inquiry encounters hesitation, a deeper structural imbal-
ance emerges - not of regulation, but of mindset.

This is not about fault-finding. It is about introspection.
Educational reform cannot be sustained without a research cul-

ture that extends beyond universities into schools themselves.

Leadership Beyond Authority

In the same district, another school leader responded differently
- with openness, cooperation, and empathy. He recognised
research as a partnership. He acknowledged that educational
progress depends on mutual trust. That brief interaction demon-
strated that leadership is not merely administrative control; it is
intellectual generosity. Such examples reveal that the challenge is
not systemic incapacity but cultural inconsistency.

The Cultural Bridge India Must Build

India’s ambition to become a global knowledge leader by 2047 is
not merely economic; it is civilisational. The phrase "Vishva Guru"
carries moral weight. It implies intellectual leadership grounded in
values. But moral authority cannot coexist with institutional hesi-
tation toward inquiry.

If:

" Universities generate knowledge,

" Schools embody lived educational realities,

" Policies depend on evidence-based reform,

Then cooperation is not optional - it is foundational.

The gap that hinders progress is not legislative. NEP 2020 pro-
vides the framework. The regulatory pathway for global campus-
es exists. The missing bridge lies in cultural alignment - in ensur-
ing that every level of the educational ecosystem recognises
research as a shared responsibility.

From Expansion to Integration Welcoming foreign universities is
a sign of expansion. But becoming a knowledge superpower
requires integration. (lobal outreach must be matched by internal
cohesion. Innovation ecosystems cannot flourish in silos.
Administrative caution cannot override academic collaboration.
Transformation demands synchronisation - universities, schools,
policymakers, and researchers functioning as partners rather than
parallel entities. When research findings are embraced rather than
resisted, when young scholars are encouraged rather than discour-
aged, and when institutional transparency replaces procedural
defensiveness, reform moves from paper to practice. The Real
Reform Begins Within India indeed stands at a decisive cross-
roads. International education diplomacy signals outward confi-
dence. Policy reform signals structural intent. Yet the true test of
a knowledge nation lies in the everyday culture of its institutions.
Viksit Bharat @2047 will not be realised solely through conclaves,
memoranda, or global announcements. It will be realised when
cooperation becomes instinctive at the grassroots; when research
is welecomed as a contribution; when administrative authority
aligns with academic purpose. To become a "Vishva Guru" is not to
declare leadership - it is to demonstrate it through openness,
humility, and collective responsibility. It India can harmonise its
global ambition with internal collaboration, its educational vision
will not remain a slogan for 2047. It will become a lived and ered-
ible reality - built not only in diplomatic halls, but in the quiet yet
powerful partnership between classrooms and research.

(The writer is M.Ed. Student, Department of Educational
Studies, Central University of Jammu)

= PURAN CHAND SHARMA
n this twilight hour our country is well poised towards
Ibeing a briskly rising nation and transforms herself soon-
er into a fully developed country. The leadership of the
times does have the needed capability and maneuverability to
take the challenges head on to ensure social cohesion, mutual
understanding, tolerance and impactful harmony:.

India, often described as an ancient civilization-state is a
mosaic of religions, cultures, languages and traditions. Right
from the spiritual legacy of Mahatma Gandhi to the
Constitutional vision of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, the Idea of India
is rooted in unity amidst diversity. Communal harmony, there-
fore, is not merely a social ideal; it is the foundation of nation-
al integration and sustainable progress. For a rising India
aspiring to global leadership, communal harmony is both a
moral necessity and a strategic imperative.

Definition of Communal Harmony

Communal harmony refers to peaceful coexistence, mutual
respect, and constructive interaction among people belonging
to different religious and cultural communities. It is the spir-
it of fraternity enshrined in the Indian Constitution, where
citizens transcend narrow identities and uphold a shared
national identity. It does not mean uniformity; rather, it signi-
fies unity without erasing diversity.

Basic Ingredients and Components

Communal harmony rests upon several essential pillars

1.Mutual respect: Acceptance of each other's beliefs, prac-
tices, and traditions without prejudice.

2. Constitutional Values: Justice, liberty, equality, and fra-
ternity as guaranteed by the constitution.

3. Rule of law: Strict action against hate speech, violence
and discerimination

4.InclusiveDevelopment: We need to implement economic
and social policies that ensure no community feels marginal-
ized.

5.Dialogue and Engagement:-Regular interfaith and inter-
cultural dialogue to reduce misunderstandings.

6.Responsible Media:-Media must promote verified informa-
tion and discourage sensationalism.

Significance For Rising India

India stands at a crucial juncture, economically ambitious,
Demographically young, and geopolitically assertive.
Communal Harmony is vital for several reasons such as:-

1.Political Stability:- Internal Peace strengthens democratic
Institutions as well as Governance.

2.Economic Growth:-Investors prefer stable societies.
Social unrest discourages economic expansion.

3.Social Cohesion:- National unity strengthens resilience
against external. Without harmony, growth become a frag-
ile and development uneven.

4. Role Of Ruling Class And Opposition

Role of the Ruling Government: Uphold constitutional
morality in policy making, Avoid divisive rhetoric, Ensure
impartial law enforcement, Promote inclusive welfare
schemes.

Role of the Opposition: Offer constructive criticism with-
out inflaming social tensions, Act as a constitutional
watchdog, Build consensus on sensitive national issues.

Democracy thrives when both the Government and
Opposition rise above vote-bank politics and act as custodi-
ans of national duty.

Special measures and strategies to promote communal
harmony

1. Eduecational Reforms:-Incorporating value based edu-
cation that teaches constitutional ethics and pluralism.

2. Community Policing :- Building trust between law
enforcement agencies and local communities  3.Strict
Regulation of Hate Speech:-Fast-track courts for commu-
nal violence cases.

4 INTERFAITH COUNCILS:-Institutional platforms
for dialogue at Distt. and state levels.

5. Digital Literacy campaigns need be carried out for
combating misinformation and fake news that often trigger
tensions.

Celebration Of Shared Heritage

It shall be healthy and beneficial to promote composite
cultural icons and shared historical narratives.
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Role Of Common Masses

Significantly communal harmony cannot be legislated
alone: it must be lived daily. Following bullet points may be
diligently implemented: 1.Reject rumors and verify infor-
mation. 2. Always participate in inter community events. 3.
Educate children about tolerance at home. 4. Ensure vot-
ing responsibly and ethically always. 5. Stand against
injustice irrespective of community. It is noteworthy that
strength of a nation ultimately lies in the character of its
citizens.

Responsibility Of Political Leaders

Political Leaders shape public discourse. Their responsi-
bilities include: Using language that unites rather than
divides. Acting swiftly against provocateurs within their
ranks. Demonstrating symbolic gestures of unity.
Promoting policies that ensure equitable growth.
Leadership must inspire trust across communities, not just
among, not just among supporters.

COMMUNAL HAR-
MONY, THE BEDROCK OF INDIA'S ASCENT

At this crucial time when India is poised to claim its
rightful place among the world's leading powers, the
strength of its internal social fabric determine the sustain-
ability of its internal rise. Economic growth, technological
advancement, geopolitical assertion may capture headlines,
but the true measure of national progress lies in communal
harmony, the peaceful coexistence of diverse religious and
cultural communities under constitutional framework.

India's civilizational ethos has long celebrated plurality.
The moral compass provided by Mahatma Gandhi rested
on interfaith respect and non- violence. Likewise, Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar embedded fraternity into the constitutional
vision, recognizing that political democracy cannot survive
without social harmony. These foundational ideals remain
as relevant today as they were at the time of independence.
Communal harmony does not imply erasing differences. It
means managing diversity with dignity. It is built upon
mutual respect, rule of law inclusive governance and
responsible public disecourse. When communities are secure
and valued, they contribute productively to national devel-
opment. When mistrust deepens, energies that should fuel
progress are diverted towards conflict.

For a rising India, communal harmony is not merely a
moral aspiration but an economic and strategic necessity.
Investors seek stable societies. Innovation flourishes in
environments of openness and trust. Social unrest, on the
other hand, erodes confidence, disrupts markets and dam-
ages global reputation. In an interconnected world, domes-
tic tensions quickly attract international scrutiny, affecting
diplomatic leverage and soft power.

The responsibility of nurturing harmony lies first with
political leadership. The ruling establishment must ensure
that governance remains visibly impartial and that law
enforcement responds firmly to hate speech and violence,
irrespective of the perpetrator's identity. Development poli-
cies must be inclusive, addressing genuine socio-economic
grievances that often underline communal tensions.
Symbolism matters too-gestures that emphasize unity can
have a calming influence during sensitive moments.

Laws and policies alone cannot guarantee harmony.
Ultimately, communal peace is sustained by the daily con-
duct of ordinary citizens. India's diversity has always been
its strength. The challenge before contemporary leadership
across party lines is to convert that diversity into durable
unity. History offers repeated lessons that societies divided
internally cannot project strength externally. Conversely,
societies that master internal cohesion become resilient and
prosperous.

As India advances towards becoming a developed nation,
communal harmony must remain non- negotiable. It is the
silent infrastructure beneath visible progress as the unseen
foundation without which skyscrapers of development can-
not stand. Safeguarding it is not the responsibility of one
government; it is a continuous national commitment. A
harmonious India is a strong India. A united India is an
unstoppable India.

(The author is president of Ved Mandir, Amphalla)




