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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A two-day
International Conference on
the theme "Reimagining
Open, Distance, Online
Blended and Self-directed
Learning: Innovations,
Equity, and Impact in the
Digital Era" was inaugurat-
ed at the University of
Jammu (JU).

The conference is being
organised by the Centre for
Distance and Online
Education (CDOE), JU, as
part of its Golden Jubilee
celebrations at the Brigadier
Rajinder Singh Auditorium. 

Prof. Chandra Bhushan
Sharma, Vice-Chancellor of
Vinoba Bhave Open
University, Hazaribagh,
Jharkhand, attended the
inaugural session as the
Chief Guest.

Presiding over the event,
Prof. Umesh Rai, Vice-
Chancellor of the JU, con-
gratulated the CDOE team
on completing 50 years of
academic service and appre-
ciated the Centre's signifi-
cant role in expanding access
to education and strengthen-
ing academic outreach.

In his address, Chief Guest
Prof. Chandra Bhushan
Sharma highlighted the

transformative potential of
distance and online educa-
tion in democratizing access
to higher education and pro-
moting wider knowledge dis-
semination.

Prof. Neelu Rohmetra,
Dean Research Studies, JU,
attended as the Special
Guest and spoke about the
diverse learning opportuni-
ties created through distance
and online education. She
emphasized that flexible
learning modes expand edu-
cational opportunities and
support inclusive academic
growth. Dr. Basheerahmad
Shadrach, Director,
CEMCA, New Delhi, the
Guest of Honour, stressed
that the world is increasingly
becoming learner-centric
and highlighted the need for
educators to adapt to emerg-

ing technologies. He particu-
larly emphasized the grow-
ing role of Artificial
Intelligence in education and
the importance of adopting
AI tools to support self-
directed learners.

The keynote address was
delivered by Dr. Tony Mayes,
Director (Education),
Commonwealth of Learning,
Canada. He spoke about the
evolution of open and blend-
ed learning and highlighted
several global initiatives of
the Commonwealth of
Learning aimed at promot-
ing accessibility, openness
and inclusivity in education.

Earlier, Prof. Pankaj K.
Srivastava, Director CDOE,
delivered the welcome
address and highlighted the
significance of the confer-
ence. He also acknowledged

the achievements of CDOE
students in NET/JRF exam-
inations, sports competitions
and other academic and co-
curricular activities, and
appreciated the continued
support of Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Umesh Rai in
strengthening the Centre's
initiatives.

Prof. Anupama Vohra,
Organising Secretary of the
conference, presented an
overview of the event, outlin-
ing its objectives and the-
matic focus. During the
inaugural session, the
Abstract Book of the confer-
ence was formally released
by the dignitaries.

The vote of thanks was
delivered by Prof. Anju
Thappa, who expressed grat-
itude to all dignitaries, par-
ticipants and members of the

organising committee.
The inaugural programme

was moderated by Dr.
Jasleen Kour, Assistant
Professor, CDOE.

The event also featured
three plenary sessions. The
first session was chaired by
Vishaka Nanayakkara,
Senior Lecturer, University
of Sri Lanka, and co-chaired
by Dr. Hina Abrol, CDOE,
focusing on Artificial
Intelligence in education,
blended learning and quality
assurance in digital educa-
tion systems. 

The second plenary session
was chaired by Dr.
Basheerahmad Shadrach,
while the third was chaired
by Dr. Minakshi Kilam,
Former Director, CDOE,
and co-chaired by Dr.
Neelam Choudhary, where
scholars discussed academic
accountability and innova-
tive assessment mechanisms
for distance and online
learners.

The academic sessions con-
cluded with a multilingual
poetry meet, where ten poets
presented their works in
English, Hindi, Urdu,
Punjabi and Dogri, adding a
cultural dimension to the
conference.

Two-day International Conference on 'Open and
Distance Learning' inaugurated at JU

Prof. Chandra Bhushan Sharma, VC Vinoba Bhave Open University, Hazaribagh with JU
faculty  releasing Abstract Book of conference. 
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JALANDHAR: Dr. S. P.
Varma (Padma Shri), Vice
President of Gandhi Global
Family, was honoured with the
Rotary World Changemaker
Award in recognition of his
outstanding contribution
towards promoting Gandhian
philosophy and values.

The award was presented by
Rotarian Rohit Oberoi,
District Governor of Rotary
International District 3070,
during the Annual District
Conference held at The Grand
Cabbana. The prestigious cer-
emony witnessed the partici-
pation of over 700 Rotarians
from Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh, Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh.

Addressing the gathering,
Dr. Varma highlighted three
important messages rooted in
the spirit of service and
Gandhian thought.

Firstly, he emphasized the
need to reach out to the last
suffering person in society by
extending support, compas-
sion and meaningful service,
thereby ensuring that develop-
ment and welfare reach the
most vulnerable sections.

Secondly, he noted that in
the contemporary world, to
fulfil the vision of the founder
of Rotary International,

organisations must adopt
micro-planning and focused
action to effectively achieve
their goals and create measur-
able impact.

Thirdly, Dr. Varma stressed
the importance of following
the philosophy of Mahatma
Gandhi in order to build a
more peaceful, humane and
livable world.

During his address, Dr.
Varma also announced the
posthumous conferment of the
highest recognition of Gandhi
Global Family - the "Mahatma
Gandhi Award" - upon Paul
Harris, founder of Rotary
International, in recognition
of his visionary leadership in
establishing Rotary
International in 1905 and
inspiring generations towards

humanitarian service.
In his concluding remarks,

Dr. Varma expressed his sin-
cere gratitude to Rotary
International for presenting
him the Rotary World
Changemaker Award. 

Dr. S. P. Varma, a noted
peace activist and social
reformer from Jammu &
Kashmir. He is recipient of the
Padma Award (2012), an
Honorary Doctorate (2017)
from a UK university, the
Lifetime Achievement Award
(2024) and the Sadbhavana
Award (1995) by the
Government of J&K, Dr.
Varma has devoted more than
three decades to promoting
national unity, communal har-
mony and peaceful coexis-
tence.

Dr. SP Varma conferred Rotary
World "Changemaker Award"

Padma Shri Dr. S. P. Varma, Vice President GGF being
honoured with Rotary World Changemaker Award.
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JAMMU: A felicitation programme for the
newly nominated district team of the BJP
Minority Morcha Jammu was organized at
the BJP Party Office, Kachi Chawni,
Jammu. The event was held under the leader-
ship of Ranjodh Singh Nalwa, President
J&K, BJP Minority Morcha, and witnessed
the participation of several senior party lead-
ers and members of the Morcha.

Among the prominent leaders present on the
occasion were H. S. Pummy, State Prabhari,
Advocate Rajesh Gupta, District President BJP
Jammu, Advocate Jasmeet Kour Pandey,
General Secretary, and Shakir Giri, District
Jammu Prabhari. The programme was organ-
ized by District President Harvinder Singh.

Joginder Singh Raju, Prithpal Singh, state sec-
retaries,Hardeep Singh ,, Harmeet Singh,
Rockey, media secretaries are also present  ,
District team of minority morcha who attended
the programme are Jaspal Singh (Vice
President), Harjinder Singh, Shamim Bhanu
(District General Secretary), Farman Khan,
Jagjit Singh, Ashok Singh, Ramandeep Singh,
Nazma Fardoz, and Rubia Akhtar, janpreet
singh along with many other leaders and workers

of the BJP Minority Morcha.
Mandal Presidents who participated in the pro-

gramme included Gurmeet Singh, Jagmeet
Singh, Kamalpreet Kour, and Tejinder Singh.
The gathering highlighted the enthusiasm and
commitment of party workers to strengthen the
organizational structure of the Morcha at the
grassroots level. Ranjodh Singh Nalwa congratu-
lated the newly nominated team members and
expressed confidence in their ability to work with
dedication for the growth of the organization. He
said that the Minority Morcha plays an impor-
tant role in connecting with different communi-
ties and ensuring that the benefits of government
schemes reach every section of society.

Nalwa further emphasized that the newly
formed team must work collectively to strengthen
the party at the grassroots level and promote the
vision and policies of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP). He urged the members to remain com-
mitted to public service and to actively engage
with the people to address their concerns.

Other speakers also congratulated the newly
nominated members and expressed hope that the
team would contribute significantly to the expan-
sion and strengthening of the BJP Minority
Morcha in Jammu district.

BJPMM felicitates new District Team 
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JAMMU: The Associated
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry of India
(ASSOCHAM), J&K
Council organised the 6th
Edition of ASSOCHAM
J&K Women Achievers
Awards 2026 at Hotel
Radisson Blu, here to recog-
nise and celebrate the out-
standing contributions of
women from across Jammu
and Kashmir in diverse sec-
tors.

Avny Lavasa, Secretary,
Transport Department, J&K
attended the event as the
Chief Guest, while Subah
Mehta, Joint Commissioner,
Jammu Municipal
Corporation, was present as
the Guest of Honour. Aijaz
Qaiser, Joint Director,
Tourism Jammu, graced the
occasion as the Special
Guest and also served as a
Jury Member for the
awards.

Delivering the welcome
address, Manik Batra,
Chairman, ASSOCHAM

J&K Council, highlighted
the significance of recognis-
ing women leaders and
entrepreneurs who are mak-
ing a meaningful impact in
their respective fields. He
said that initiatives like the
ASSOCHAM Women
Achievers Awards aim to cre-
ate role models who can
inspire the next generation
of women to pursue entre-
preneurship and leadership.

The jury panel, comprising
Aijaz Qaiser, Manik Batra,
and Bhupesh Gupta, evalu-
ated nominations received
from across the Union
Territory and selected the

winners in various cate-
gories.

The ASSOCHAM J&K
Women Achievers Awards
2026 were presented to
Renuka Sharma, CEO of QE
Electricals, in the
Manufacturing category;
Vandana Gupta of Euro
Toddlers in Education;
Ambika Salathia, Director of
Rapture Biotech, in Startup
and Innovation; Shubra
Jamwal of Eventful by
Shubra - RBC Group in
Startup and Innovation;
Pooja Vaid of Shine N Glow
in Beauty and Wellness;
Rekha Khajuria, CEO of

Star Housing and Certified
Properties, in Retail; and
Rashmi Sharma of Dainik
Shiv Times in the Media cat-
egory.

Besides the awardees, sev-
eral other women entrepre-
neurs and professionals who
had submitted nominations
were also felicitated with
Participation Certificates in
recognition of their contribu-
tions.

Addressing the gathering,
Avny Lavasa appreciated
ASSOCHAM for creating a
platform that celebrates the
achievements of women and
encourages entrepreneur-

ship and leadership in the
region.

Subah Mehta emphasized
the need to empower women
through opportunities,
recognition and institutional
support.

In his concluding remarks,
Bhupesh Gupta, Co-
Chairman, ASSOCHAM
J&K Council, congratulated
the awardees and partici-
pants and reaffirmed
ASSOCHAM's commitment
to promoting women-led
enterprises and encouraging
entrepreneurship in Jammu
and Kashmir.

The event witnessed partic-
ipation from industry lead-
ers, entrepreneurs, profes-
sionals, representatives from
financial institutions and
members of civil society.
ASSOCHAM also expressed
gratitude to its partners,
including Batra Group, J&K
Bank, QE Electricals, media
partner JK News Today, and
logo partner KC Wheat
Products, for supporting the
initiative.

ASSOCHAM honours women achievers from J&K
at 6th Edition Awards Ceremony 

ASSOCHAM J&K Women Achievers Awards 2026 winners with dignitaries. 
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JAMMU: The monthly meet-
ing of the Police Veterans
District Jammu was held on
Tuesday at the Officers' Mess
under the chairmanship of
Karanjit Singh, President of
the Ex-Policemen League
District Jammu. 

A large number of retired
police officers and members of
the league attended the meet-
ing and deliberated on several
important issues concerning
the welfare of police veterans
and social initiatives.

At the outset, the members
observed two minutes of silence
to pay homage to the departed
souls of Krishan Singh Samyal
and former Deputy Director
Prosecution Sayeed Afaaq, who
recently passed away.

During the meeting, various
matters related to the function-
ing of the league and welfare of
retired police personnel were
discussed. Members deliberated
on the formation of an executive

committee for legal and admin-
istrative purposes of the league. 

The meeting also discussed
organising seminars in schools
and colleges to raise awareness
about drug abuse among youth
and promoting sports activities
among young people.

Another key proposal includ-
ed providing special coaching
for children of retired police
personnel to help them prepare
for competitive examinations.
Members also emphasized the
need for implementing special
welfare schemes for police vet-
erans, conducting cleanliness
drives in different areas, and

spreading awareness among
the public about traffic rules.

The participants further dis-
cussed simplifying the process
for renewal of weapon licences
for retired police personnel and
the possibility of issuing
weapons to them for self-
defence and security against
criminals and terrorists. 

Ensuring the availability of
free medicines for retired per-
sonnel in hospitals, especially
police hospitals, and addressing
pension pay discrepancies
among officers of the same
rank were also highlighted as
important concerns.

The meeting was attended by
several veteran police officers
including SSPs Kanwar Ranjit
Singh and Mahadeep Singh
Jamwal, President Senior
Citizens Club Udhampur;
Sarwar Chohan; Makhan Lal
Sharma; SPs B. L. Koul and V.
S. Kundal; DSPs Payar Singh
Katoch, Satpal Sharma,
Mohan Singh and J. S. Chib;
Senior Vice President Ajay
Punjabi; C. M. Bakshi; P. R.
Shan; B. L. Sharma; Satpal
Singh; Ramesh Sharma (Office
Secretary); Dhian Singh; V. S.
Bali; Manohar Lal Ratta
(Secretary); Parkash Dingra;

Avtar Singh; Ashok Kumar
(Office Incharge) and others.

All members expressed strong
support for the leadership of
Karanjit Singh and appreciat-
ed his efforts in actively work-
ing for the welfare and interests
of the league. The members
also thanked Zonal Police and
District Police Jammu for pro-
viding logistical support in
organizing the meeting.

NOTICE
I, Ram Rattan S/o Lakhmi
Chand R/o Malothi, Teh
Bhalla Distt Doda am 
applying for upgradation of
contractor Card bearing
registration No.
2164/DEE/PWD/2021-22
from DEE to CEE Class. If
anybody has any objection
conveyed to  office of the
SE PWD (R&B) Circle Doda
/ Concerned Authority with
in seven days.

Police veterans hold monthly meeting, discuss
welfare and youth awareness initiatives

Police Veterans of District Jammu during monthly meeting on Tuesday. 
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JAMMU: 92.7 BIG FM, one
of India's oldest and most
trusted FM radio networks
with more than 65 stations
across the country, is set to
bring an evening full of
laughter and entertainment
to the city with the presenta-
tion of "BIG Laughter Fest."
The event will feature inter-
nationally acclaimed stand-
up comedian Rajiv Thakur,
widely known for his perform-
ances on The Kapil Sharma
Show.

The comedy event will be
held on March 13, 2026, at
Abhinav Theatre, Jammu,
beginning at 4:00 PM.
Known for its innovative on-

ground and broadcast initia-
tives, BIG FM has consis-
tently promoted entertain-
ment, culture, and meaning-
ful community engagement
across the country. With the
BIG Laughter Fest, the net-
work aims to provide the peo-
ple of Jammu with a lively
cultural experience centered
around humour and live per-
formance.

The event is being support-
ed by IndianOil as the Title
Partner and is presented by
the Jammu & Kashmir
Handicrafts (S&E)
Corporation. It is Co-
Powered by Nice Gems and
Aracot Constructions, while
Skoda by Wheelocity Motors

Jammu joins as the Auto
Partner. Other partners
include Mahavir Watch Co. as
the Associate Partner,
Holiday Makers Tour &
Travels and Earn My Travel
as Travel Partners, and F
Salon by FTV Gandhi Nagar
as the Fashion Partner. Axis
Bank supports the event as

the Banking Partner, House
of AMP joins as the Talent
Partner, and State Times is
the Print Partner.

The evening promises to
bring together families,
youth, and comedy enthusi-
asts for a vibrant celebration
of humour and live entertain-
ment. Organisers believe that
such events not only provide
quality entertainment but
also contribute to strengthen-
ing the cultural and social
vibrancy of the city by creat-
ing shared moments of joy
and laughter.

Rajiv Thakur, who gained
widespread popularity
through his appearances on
The Kapil Sharma Show, is

known for his impeccable
comic timing, spontaneous
wit, and clean, relatable
humour. Over the years, his
performances on national tel-
evision and major comedy
platforms have earned him
immense popularity across
the country as well as among
audiences abroad.

His upcoming live perform-
ance in Jammu is expected to
create an electrifying atmos-
phere filled with laughter and
positivity, offering audiences
a refreshing break from their
everyday routines while
allowing them to experience
the unique charm of live
stand-up comedy.

Through "BIG Laughter

Fest," BIG FM aims to fur-
ther enrich the cultural and
entertainment landscape of
Jammu by providing a whole-
some live experience for resi-
dents of the city and sur-
rounding areas. At a time
when digital platforms domi-
nate entertainment consump-
tion, such live events help
revive the magic of stage per-
formances and the joy of
shared laughter.

As per the handout issued,
the initiative reflects BIG
FM's continued commitment
to bringing quality entertain-
ment to audiences while cre-
ating memorable experiences
for listeners across the
region.

BIG FM to present "BIG Laughter Fest" featuring Rajiv Thakur at Abhinav Theatre
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JAMMU: A delegation of the All J&K Pensioners and Senior Citizens United Front met Shailendra
Kumar, Financial Commissioner (Finance), J&K and submitted a memorandum highlighting the issue
of pending retiral benefits of pensioners lying in various treasuries across the Union Territory. The del-
egation was led by Babu Hussain Malik, President of the Front, who apprised the Financial
Commissioner that a large number of retired government employees are still awaiting the release of
their legitimate dues, including GP Fund, Leave Salary, Gratuity and Commutation of Pension.
According to the delegation, in many cases these payments have been pending for more than a year.
The members emphasized that these benefits represent the lifelong savings of government employees
and are meant to provide financial security after retirement. They expressed concern that the delay in
disbursement has caused considerable hardship to pensioners and senior citizens. During the meeting,
the delegation pointed out that many retired employees are facing serious financial constraints and are
struggling to meet their basic household needs and medical expenses due to the non-release of their own
hard-earned money. Submitting the memorandum, the delegation urged the Financial Commissioner
to intervene in the matter and issue necessary directions to all concerned treasuries and government
departments to ensure the immediate release of pending retiral benefits. They stressed that prompt
action would help alleviate the difficulties faced by the retired community. The delegation comprised
Babu Hussain Malik, Mohammad Latif Qureshi, Madan Sangral, Pawan Kumar, Romesh Kumar,
Jaswant Singh, Kamla Sharma and Smt. Mrignayani Salathia, among others. The members also
urged the government to ensure timely settlement of retiral benefits in the future to safeguard the dig-
nity and welfare of pensioners. They expressed hope that the government would take sympathetic and
urgent action to resolve the issue affecting thousands of retired employees across Jammu and Kashmir.

Pensioners' delegation meets Financial
Commissioner over pending retiral benefits

In the Court of Additional Commissioner, Jammu
Dr. Aniece Chowdhary S/o Late Fathe Ali Chowdhary R/o Residence Road Opposite Church Jammu.
Petitioner

Versus
1. Dr. Javaid Chowdhary S/o Late Fathe Ali Chowdhary R/o H.No. 37 Opposite Church ResidencyRoad,
Jammu. Respondents
2. Mrs. Nasir Akhter W/o Late Sh. Noor Hussain R/o Wazarat Road, Jammu, 3. Dr. Naseem Chowdhary W/o
Sh. Ghulam Hassan Naik R/o Warzarat Road, Jammu, 4. Mst. Naziran Begum W/o Ch. Noor Hussain R/o
Birpur Tehsil and District Samba through Lrs
(a) Ch. Noor Hussain S/o Late Sh. Mohd. Din, (b) Mohd. Arif (Son), (c) Mohd. Tariq, (d) Abdul Hamid, (e)
Mohd. Sadiq, (f) Miss Yasmin W/o Nazir Ahmed, (g) Mrs Shamsheel W/o Gafoor Khan, (h) Mrs. Arshid
Bibi W/o Maqbool Ahmed,  (i)  Miss Mukhtiyar D/o Ch. Noor Hussain Performa respondents
In the matter of:- Revision petition against the order dated 03.11.2010 oassed by Ld. Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Samba whereby the application filed by respondent no. 8 Javaid Chowdhary for brining on
record the legal heirs of Late Fathe Ali Chowdhary has been accepted and which was filed two years after
the death of the deceased appellant.
And
In the matter of :-Review application in the above titled revision petition, seeking clarification in the opera-
tive part of the final order dated 21.12.2024 to the extent that impleadment of all legal representatives of
deceased father including respondent no. 8 shall be subject to outcome of civil suits in the interest of justice,
equity and fair play.

NOTICE TO RESPONDENTS
Whereas, the above mentioned petition is pending disposal before this court, and the next date of

hearing is fixed for 04.04.2026.
Whereas;  respondents  mentioned   above  did   not  cause  their appearance before  this Court

despite issuance of notices/Summons
Therefore, the respondents mentioned above is hereby informed through this publication to attend this

Court at Jammu on 04-04-2026 at 11.30 a.m in person or through the advocate(s) to defend their case 
failing which proceedings as required under law shall be initiated.

Sd/-
No: 801/Reader/Div-Com/619 Divisional Commissioner
Dated: 26-02-2026 Jammu
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