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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU:  In a significant
step towards enhancing
global career readiness
among students, the
Cluster University of
Jammu (CLUJ) has signed
a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
Employability.life, a wholly
owned subsidiary of
Federation University
Australia. The collabora-
tion aims to establish a
Future of Work Lab that
will equip students with
internationally recognised
micro credentials and prac-
tical skills required for the
evolving global workforce.

Through this partner-
ship, students of Cluster
University of Jammu will
gain exposure to industry-
aligned, work-simulated
projects (XPro) across
diverse domains such as
Management, Commerce,

B i o t e c h n o l o g y ,
Cybersecurity, and
Artificial Intelligence. The
initiative will provide
learners with an opportuni-
ty to engage in experiential
learning environments that
mirror real-world industry
challenges.

As part of the pro-
gramme, students will also
receive international micro
credentials from
Federation University

Australia, along with a
Workplace Readiness
Profile and Score. These
credentials will enable
them to showcase their
employability potential on
global platforms while
preparing for sustainable
and future-oriented
careers.

Speaking on the occasion,
K. S. Chandrasekar, Vice-
Chancellor of Cluster
University of Jammu, in a

statement remarked that,
"this partnership with
Employability.life aligns
with our vision of integrat-
ing innovation and practi-
cal exposure into higher
education. It will open new
global opportunities for
our learners and help them
develop future-ready skills
through real-world experi-
ential learning."

Commenting on the col-
laboration, Raja Dasgupta,

CEO of Employability life,
added that at
Employability.life, our mis-
sion is to bridge the gap
between education and the
evolving demands of the
global workforce. This
partnership with Cluster
University of Jammu will
allow learners to experi-
ence industry-relevant,
work-simulated learning
while earning internation-
ally recognised microcre-
dentials from Federation
University Australia.
Together, we aim to pre-
pare students for success-
ful careers in the digital
economy.

The collaboration is
expected to strengthen
industry-academia link-
ages and enhance employa-
bility prospects for stu-
dents by aligning academic
learning with global work-
place expectations.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The grand opening
ceremony of the new show-
room "Shri Shyam Collection"
was held on Friday in Sarwal,
here. Several prominent per-
sonalities from the city, social
workers, and members of the
business community were
present on the occasion.

The Chief Guest of the
event was Ravinder Singh
(State Sentinel), & Vishal
Chopra National Chairman-
National Anti-Terrorism
Front (NATF ), India

attended the ceremony.
Representatives from All

NATF Gen Secretary &  India
Young Blood Organization,
Varinder Mahajan, General

Secretary of the Indonesia
Friendship Society Jammu &
Kashmir, Mrs. India Dynamic
, NATF and Mrs. Jammu &
Kashmir Baldeep Kaur,

Rabia Khajuria State
Secretary Natf and BJP
Mahila Morcha Mandal
President & NATF  Aarti
Khajuria were also present as

special guests.
During the ceremony, the

Chief Guest and other distin-
guished guests jointly inaugu-
rated the new showroom and
congratulated the showroom
owners and said that the open-
ing of this new outlet will pro-
vide people in the area with a
modern and better variety of
premium women's apparel.

They also stated that the
establishment of new business
ventures not only promotes
local trade but also creates
new employment opportuni-
ties for the youth.

Shri Shyam Collection will
offer a wide range of premium
ladies' garments, including
export surplus collections and
the latest fashion trends. The
collection will be available for
both retail and wholesale cus-
tomers. 

The organizers expressed
their gratitude to all the
guests and attendees and stat-
ed that they will always strive
to provide their customers
with high-quality products
and the latest fashion trends.
The success of the event was
made possible with the special
contribution of the Kalki
Movement team, including
Deepak Singh, Sapna Hindu,
Mamta Devi, Sushma
Sharma, Antu Kotwal, Monu
Parashar, and Sunny Sharma,
who were specially thanked by
the organizers.

"Shri Shyam Collection" showroom opened in Sarwal

NATF Chairman Vishal Chopra alongwith others at opening ceremony.

CLUJ signs MoU with Employability.life to
establish future of work lab

CLUJ  faculty  after signing MoU with Employability.life representatives.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Office of the
Dean Research Studies,
Cluster University of Jammu
on Friday organized a one-day
hybrid mode workshop on the
topic "Guidelines for the
Fourth-Year UG Programme:
Academic Excellence, Research
Integrity and Innovation."

Over 300 individuals from
different institutions participat-
ed in the Workshop. The ses-
sions were marked by healthy
and interactive discussions.

The objective of the workshop
was to impart orientation and
capacity building to the princi-
pals of Higher Education
Institutions, faculty members,
staff and students in accor-
dance with the Four-Year
Research Dissertation
Programme at the undergradu-
ate level as envisaged in NEP
2020. Cluster University of
Jammu has introduced the
four-year Research
Programme for the academic
session 2022-2026.

The key focus of the work-
shop was to emphasize holistic,
multidisciplinary and experien-
tial learning aimed at promot-
ing advanced studies, profes-
sional careers and meaningful
societal contributions by stu-
dents through research at the
undergraduate level. The work-
shop was organized under the
leadership of Prof. K. S.
Chandersekhar, the varsity's
Vice Chancellor, who also

graced the occasion as the Chief
Guest. In his interactive lec-
ture, he provided valuable
insights into the implementa-
tion of research at the under-
graduate level and highlighted
how it can bring significant aca-
demic and societal transforma-
tion. He also assured all possi-
ble support from the Varsity for
successful implementation of
the program.

The Guest of Honor, Prof.
Sheikh Ajaz Bashir, Director
Colleges, in his address, con-
gratulated the Office of the
Dean Research Studies,

Cluster University Jammu, for
taking the initiative to formu-
late guidelines for undergradu-
ate research and for organizing
the workshop aimed at capacity
building of stakeholders and
target groups.   Dean Research
Studies Dr. Satinder Kaur, in
her welcome address and
keynote speech, thanked the
Vice Chancellor and the
Director Colleges for their sup-
port and guidance in framing
the guidelines and facilitating
their implementation. She elab-
orately discussed the eligibility
criteria, research supervision,

dissertation format, composi-
tion of various committees at
the institutional level, research
monitoring, ethics and integri-
ty. The resource persons includ-
ed Prof. J. N. Baliya, Central
University of Jammu, who
spoke on "Optimizing Research
Mentorship at Higher
Education Institutions in
Social Sciences"; Prof. R. K.
Sharma, Department of
Chemistry, University of Delhi,
who delivered a talk on
"Integrating Research and
Research Ethics in
Undergraduate Education";

and Prof. Vandana Sharma,
Dean, School of Languages,
Central University of Jammu,
who spoke on "Research in
Literary Studies: Approaches
and Methods." 

The Principal of the host col-
lege, Dr. Kulvinder Kour, per-
sonally supervised the pro-
gramme. Among others present
were members of the advisory
committee, Ankur Mahajan,
Registrar; all Deans and the
FA/CAO; Members of the
organizing committee; and
Principals of constituent col-
leges, including Dr. Kulvinder
Kour, GCW Gandhi Nagar; Dr.
Sunil Gupta, SPMR College of
Commerce; Dr. Romesh
Kumar Gupta, GGM Science
College; Prof. Archana Koul,
MAM College and Dr. Jyoti
Parihar, GCOE Jammu. The
proceedings were coordinated
by Dr. Avtar Changotra,
Assistant Dean Research
Studies. The workshop was also
coordinated by Prof. Amjad
Bhatti (Technical In-charge)
along with Prof. Paramjeet
Singh, Dr. Sandeep Sharma,
Dr. Roomi Rani, Prof. Shally
Gupta, Dr. Sushma Bala, Dr.
Pankaj Gupta, Ankush Badyal,
Paras, Jyoti Sharma and
Manohar Lal of Cluster
University of Jammu.

The workshop concluded with
a vote of thanks delivered by Dr.
Vijender Kumar, Associate
Professor, GCW Gandhi Nagar,
Jammu.

Workshop on 'Guidelines for the Fourth-Year UG Programme' held 

STATE TIMES NEWS
KISHTWAR: Deputy
Commissioner Kishtwar,
Pankaj Kumar Sharma today
chaired a comprehensive
review meeting through virtu-
al mode to assess the progress
of the developmental works
being executed under the UT
Capex Plan 2025-26 across
the district.

The Deputy Commissioner
took a detailed review of the
ongoing infrastructure proj-
ects aimed at strengthening
administrative functioning
and improving public service
delivery across the district.

The projects discussed
included the construction of
Tehsil Office Machail, Tehsil
Office Mughal Maidan, SDM
Office Marwah, Tehsil Office
Drabshalla and Naibat
Offices at Palmar, Dool,

Dedpeth and Saroor along
with several other important
developmental initiatives. He
directed the Sub-Divisional
Magistrates and Tehsildars to
closely monitor the perform-
ance of executing agencies
and ensure that the pace of
work on ongoing projects is
accelerated. He expressed dis-
pleasure over slow pace of
work on some projects and
directed to take stringent

action against executing
agencies responsible for the
delay.

The Deputy Commissioner
also directed all concerned
officers to remain stationed at
Sub Division Marwah. "Every
officer and official must stay
at their respective offices,
especially in the far-flung
areas of Sub-Division
Marwah and Sub-Division
Paddar, failing which strict
action will be taken against
them," he cautioned. Further,
the Deputy Commissioner
directed all the concerned exe-
cuting agencies to complete
all works by March 31, 2026.

The meeting was attended
by all concerned SDMs,
Tehsildars, Executive
Engineers, Accounts Officer
DC Office Kishtwar and
other officers.

DC Kishtwar reviews progress
under UT Capex 2025-26

STATE TIMES NEWS
KISHTWAR: The
Department of Agriculture
Kishtwar organized organised
live streaming of the release of
22nd installment of the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN)
scheme by the Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi, at the
national event held in Assam.

The event, held at the office
of Chief Agriculture Officer,
witnessed active participation
from the farming community
and officials of the Agriculture
Department. The programme
was graced by the Deputy
Commissioner Pankaj Kumar
Sharma, who attended as the
chief guest. While addressing
the gathering, the Deputy
Commissioner highlighted the
importance of government ini-
tiatives aimed at strengthen-
ing the financial stability of
farmers and encouraged
farmers to take full advantage
of schemes launched for their
welfare.

The CAO Kushal Chandel
informed that around 25,000
farmers of District Kishtwar

have benefitted under the PM-
KISAN scheme and an
amount of approximately ?5
crore has been disbursed
directly into the bank
accounts of farmers through
the Direct Benefit Transfer
(DBT) mode under the 22nd
installment. More than 100

farmers from different parts
of the district participated in
the event and watched the live
telecast of the Prime
Minister's address.

The farmers appreciated the
continued support being pro-
vided under the PM-KISAN
scheme.

Agriculture Department Kishtwar organizes live
streaming of PM-KISAN installment release

Kissan Goshti on commercial
floriculture held 

STATE TIMES NEWS
REASI: A one-day Kissan
Goshti on Commercial
Floriculture was organized at
Kotli Monotrian by the
Department of Floriculture,
Parks & Gardens under the
Centrally Sponsored Scheme
ATMA at Panchayat Kotli
Monotrian, Block Katra,
District Reasi. The programme
witnessed enthusiastic partici-
pation from a large number of
farmers who evinced keen
interest in adopting floriculture
as a sustainable income-gener-
ating activity. The event was
attended by Scientist, KVK
Reasi Dr. Sanjay Kaushal;
Landscape Officer Vikrant
Kumar Sharma and Assistant
Floriculture Officer,
Udhampur/Reasi Pawan
Kumar.

The programme was con-
ducted under the overall guid-
ance of Director Floriculture,
Vivek Modi and supervision of
Landscape Officer Vikrant
Kumar Sharma.

While addressing the gather-
ing, Vikrant Kumar Sharma
assured farmers of full support
from the department, including
technical guidance and finan-
cial assistance under various
government schemes. 


