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Over 1,000 benefit as 27th Health Mela
brings superspecialty care to Thial

m STATE TIMES NEWS
UDHAMPUR: Bridging the
critical healthcare gap in
rural regions, the 27th Mega
Health Mela was successfully
organized on Saturday in
Thial, providing  free,
advanced medical care to over
1,000 local residents.

The massive health out-
reach initiative was organized
by the Sh. Durga Dass
Sharma Memorial Society
(Regd.), an organization ded-
icated exclusively to commu-
nity welfare in Thial. The
camp was executed in strate-
gic collaboration with Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Narayana
Superspeciality Hospital and
received active support from
the volunteers of Narsingh
Seva Kendra, Khoon.

The grounds of the
Government Higher
Secondary School and the
adjacent Sh. Jagan Nath
Swamy Temple were trans-
formed into a high-tech
healthcare hub for the day.
Setting a serene and holistic
tone for the event, the camp
commenced with children
from a local Gurukul per-
forming yoga asanas and

chanting Vedic mantras
before the medical sereenings
began.

The health mela was for-
mally  inaugurated by
Udhampur MILA, Ranbir
Singh Pathania. Addressing
the large gathering, Pathania
lauded the proactive outreach
efforts of Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Narayana
Superspeciality Hospital in
extending specialized medical
services to the rural belts.
Highlighting the hospital's
commitment to his con-
stituency, he noted that this
was already the second mega
health camp successfully
organized by the institution
in the area during his current
tenure. Pathania also praised
the Sh. Durga Dass Sharma
Memorial Society for its
relentless, decades-long dedi-
cation to organizing impact-
ful health initiatives exclu-
sively for the people of Thial.

Reiterating the overarching
healthcare vision behind the
initiative,  Dr.  Yashpal
Sharma, Executive Director
of the Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Institute of Medical
Excellence  (SMVDIME),

commended the successful
execution of the camp. "Our
core objective, guided by the
philanthropic and welfare-
driven vision of the Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Shrine Board,
has always been to ensure
that the highest standards of
medical care reach the grass-
roots level," Dr. Sharma stat-
ed. "The Shrine Board is
deeply committed to making
advanced, tertiary healthcare
accessible to the people of this
region. This mega camp in
Thial is a strong testament to
that ongoing commitment, as
we partner with dedicated
local societies to bridge the
gap between superspecialty
healthcare and rural accessi-
bility."

Echoing these sentiments,
Dr.  Mathavan, Facility
Director of Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Narayana
Superspeciality — Hospital,
emphasized the clinical sig-
nificance of the camp.
"Deploying a comprehensive
team of our top specialists to
Thial allows us to provide
critical early diagnosis and
expert interventions right at
the community's doorstep,"

he said. "Our focus remains
on delivering the exact same
high-quality superspecialty
care in these camps as we do
within our hospital walls."

A specialized team of doc-
tors and healthcare profes-
sionals from Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi Narayana
Superspeciality ~ Hospital
spearheaded the clinical oper-
ations. The camp offered con-
sultations across a wide array
of medical disciplines under

one roof, including
Cardiology, Orthopaedics,
Gynaecology, Paediatrics,
Pulmonology, General

Medicine, General Surgery,
Dermatology,
Ophthalmology, Dentistry,
and ENT.

Residents, who often have
to travel long distances for
tertiary care, received free
specialist consultations, vital
health check-ups, and free
medicines preseribed on the
spot. In addition to immedi-
ate diagnosis, medical experts
counseled patients on disease
prevention and lifestyle man-
agement. Crucially, patients
diagnosed with conditions
requiring advanced proce-

First National Lok Adalat-2026 settles 2321 cases in Reasi
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REASI: The District Legal
Services Authority (DISA)
Reasi, under the aegis of
National Legal Services
Authority (NALSA) and
Jammu and Kashmir Legal
Services Authority success-
fully organised the 1st
National Lok Adalat of the
year 2026 in the district.
The Lok Adalat was inau-
gurated by DLSA
Chairman (Pr. District &
Sessions  Judge), Reasi
Khalil Ahmad Choudhary.
The inauguration ceremony
was attended by several dis-

tinguished dignitaries,
including Kumar Abhishek,
Deputy Commissioner

Reasi, Geeta Kumari, Chief
Judicial Magistrate Reasi,

Shivali Sharma, Munsiff
Reasi, Aastha Sharma,
Addl. Spl. Mobile

Magistrate Reasi, Vishal
Jamwal, SDPO Reasi, Vijay
Kumar Verma, ACD Reasi,
Mohammad Ashraf Malik,
AEE (HQ) PWD Reasi,

DLSA Chairman (Pr. District & Sessions Judge), ReaS|
Khalil Ahmad Choudhary inaugurating Lok Adalat.

Pawan  Kumar Bogia,
Executive Engineer PWD
Reasi, Ajaz Shah,
Superintending Engineer
PWD C(ircle Reasi, Pawan
Dev Singh, President Bar
Association Reasi along
with other executives of bar
and bar members, Rashi
Baru, Chief LADC, DLSA
Reasi along with their team
of LADC S, staff members of

Court Complex Reasi,
PLVs and litigants ete.
Sixteen benches constitut-
ed across the district took
up 3,105 cases, out of which
2321 cases were disposed of
amicably resulting in a set-
tlement of Rs 1,06,01,019.
The ecases disposed of
included Matrimonial cases,
NI Act cases, Civil Cases,
Criminal ~ Compoundable

Birpur Small Scale Industries
Association elects new office bearers

Newly elected members posing for photograph.
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SAMBA: The elections of
the Birpur Small Scale
Industries Association were
conducted, following which a
new executive body was con-
stituted to lead the organi-
zation.

Several experienced and
active members from the
industrial community have
been entrusted with key
responsibilities in the newly
formed team.

In the election results,
Gagan Jain was elected as
the President of the

Association. As the new
head of the body, he will lead
the organization in address-
ing issues related to small-
scale industries and promot-
ing industrial growth in the
Birpur Industrial Area.

Ankur Jain was elected as
the Senior Vice President,
while Sharad Malhotra has
been appointed as the Vice
President. Both office bear-
ers will assist the President
in strengthening the func-
tioning of the association
and representing the inter-
ests of industrial units.

To ensure smooth funec-
tioning of the organization,
Jatin Sachdeva has been
chosen as the General
Secretary, Indresh Badiyal

as the Secretary, and
Manish Sharma as the
Treasurer.

Members of the associa-
tion expressed confidence
that the newly elected execu-
tive body will work collec-
tively to address the con-
cerns of small-scale indus-
tries. They also expressed
hope that the new leadership
will play an important role
in strengthening coopera-
tion among industrial units
and promoting development
in the Birpur Industrial
Area.

The association members
further stated that the new
team will focus on raising
issues faced by small indus-
tries, improving industrial
infrastructure, and creating
a more supportive business
environment for entrepre-
neurs in the region.

cases, Bank recovery cases,
Pre-litigation cases ete.

The National Lok Adalat
aimed to provide a platform
for amicable settlement of
disputes, promoting justice
and reducing pending cases.
The DLSA Reasi has
achieved the objective by
settling a significant num-
ber of cases through the
LokAdalat.Besides this, an
exhibition of Handicrafts
/Vocational Training
Products was also organized
in collaboration with the
Department of Handicrafts,
Reasi. The exhibition was
attended by the advocates,
staff members of different
Courts of District Court
Complex Reasi, PLVs of
DLSA Reasi and litigants.

The Bench number-1 was
presided over by Khalil

Ahmad Choudhary,
Principal  District &
Sessions Judge, Reasi

along with Pooja Gupta,
Secretary DILLSA Reasi as
bench member.

dures or surgeries were
assured completely free fol-
low-up treatment at Shri
Mata Vaishno Devi Narayana
Superspeciality ~ Hospital
under the Ayushman Bharat
(PM-JAY) scheme.
Reflecting the deep spirit of
community service, a grand
langar seva was also organ-
ized at the Sh. Jagan Nath
Swamy Temple. Nutritious,
free meals were served
throughout the day to all
patients, their attendants,
medical staff, and volunteers.
The overwhelming partici-
pation of the local population
underscored the pressing
need for accessible healthcare

services in rural areas.
Representatives of the Sh.
Durga Dass Sharma

Memorial Society expressed
their heartfelt gratitude to
the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Shrine Board, the medical
team of Shri Mata Vaishno
Devi Narayana
Superspeciality Hospital, the
volunteers from Narsingh
Seva Kendra, the Gurukul
children, and the local resi-
dents for making the initia-
tive a grand success.

DIG UR Range felicitates daughter of DySP
DAR Udhampur on clearlng CDS exam
/) K

DIG Sarah Rizvi along with SSP Udhampur Amod Nagpure, felicitating Mrigu Sambyal.
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UDHAMPUR: Deputy
Inspector General of Police,
Udhampur-Reasi Range Sarah
Rizvi-IPS, along with SSP
Udhampur  Amod Nagpure,
felicitated Mrigu Sambyal
daughter of DySP DAR
Udhampur Jatinder Singh
Sambyal on her selection
through the Combined Defence
Services Examination conduct-
ed by UPSC in 2025. The felic-
itation ceremony was held at
District Police Lines

Udhampur:

Mrigu Sambyal has been
selected for the Indian Army
and is presently undergoing
training at the Officers
Training Academy Chennai.
She completed her post-gradu-
ation in Political Science from
University of Delhi.

On the occasion, the DIG U-
R Range and SSP Udhampur
congratulated Ms. Mrigu
Sambyal for her remarkable
achievement and lauded her
dedication and hard work.

DC Poonch review construction of Eklavya
Model Residential School Behra Mendhar
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POONCH: Deputy
Commissioner  Poonch,
Ashok Kumar Sharma,

today chaired a detailed
review meeting regarding
the construction progress
of the Eklavya Model
Residential School
(EMRS) Behra Mendhar,
being constructed at an
estimated cost of
21594.99 lakh.

The meeting was attend-
ed by SDM Mendhar,
Executive Engineer PWD
Mendhar, Executive
Engineer PWD Poonch,
Chief Planning Officer
Poonch, Principal EMRS
Behra Mendhar, AEE
PWD Mendhar and the
concerned Junior
Engineer (JE).

During the meeting, the
progress of various compo-
nents of the project was
reviewed in detail. It was
informed that out of 15

Rajesh Gupta stages symbolic protest

in suppot of Farooq Abdullah
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JAMMU: Senior leader of
the Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference,
Rajesh Gupta, on
Saturday staged a symbol-
ic protest in Jammu
expressing solidarity and
loyalty to party president
Farooq Abdullah following
the recent assassination
attempt on the veteran
leader.

Gupta stood alone on a
roadside with his hands
chained, holding a placard
reading, "In Chains for
Democracy, Standing with
Dr Farooq Abdullah."

The protest aimed to
highlight what he termed
an alarming attack on
democratie values.
Speaking to reporters,
Gupta said the incident
raised serious concerns
about the security
arrangements meant to
protect senior leaders. He
noted that despite strict
security protocols at polit-
ical events, an armed indi-

Poonch Police pays tributes to martyr DySP Manjeet Singh
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POONCH: The 23rd mar-
tyrdom anniversary of
DySP Manjeet Singh was
solemnly observed today
by District Police Poonch,
remembering the supreme
sacrifice made by the
brave officer in the line of

duty.
On the occasion, a com-
memorative programme
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was organized wherein
Senior Superintendent of
Police Poonch, Deputy
Commissioner  Poonch,

Additional Superintendent
of Police Poonch, along
with other senior officers
of the civil and police
administration, paid rich
floral tributes to the mar-
tyr. Other prominent citi-
zens of the district were
also present on the occa-
sion and paid their heart-
felt tributes, remembering
the courage and dedica-
tion of the fallen hero.
‘While paying homage,
the officers highlighted
the exemplary bravery and
devotion to duty displayed
by DySP Manjeet Singh,
stating that his sacrifice
continues to inspire the
entire police fraternity.

Trlbutes being pald to martyr DySP Manjeet Slngh at

Poonch on Saturday.

They reiterated that the
sacrifices of such brave-
hearts will always remain
a source of inspiration and
a guiding light for the
police force in upholding
the ideals of service,
courage, and integrity.

The programme conclud-
ed with officers, officials,
and citizens paying hom-
age and remembering the
legacy of the martyr whose
courage and sacrifice will
always be remembered
with pride and honour.

SIN CHAINS FOR

BEMOCRACY,
ETANDING WITH
DR FAROOGQ
ABDULLAH™

vidual reportedly managed
to breach safeguards.
Demanding a transpar-

ent and time-bound
inquiry, Gupta urged
authorities to identify

lapses and strengthen
security measures to
ensure the safety of pub-
lic representatives and
safeguard  democratic
institutions.

components of the build-
ing project, 8 components
have been completed and
handed over, while work on
the remaining 7 compo-

nents is currently in
progress.
The Deputy

Commissioner directed the
PWD authorities to expe-
dite the pace of work and
ensure completion of the
remaining components at
the earliest. He further
instructed the Prineipal
EMRS and Executive

Engineer PWD to submit
a detailed estimate of the
remaining works required
for completion of the proj-
ect.

The DC also emphasized
the need to include infra-
structure development
works such as construc-
tion of the compound wall,
approach road, internal
paths, finishing of the
remaining building compo-
nents and other allied
works to ensure the timely
and proper completion of
the prestigious education-

al project.
The Deputy
Commissioner  stressed

that the project holds sig-
nificant importance for
providing quality residen-
tial education facilities to
tribal students of the
region and directed all
concerned departments to
work in coordination for
its early completion.

They stated that her success
has brought pride to her family
as well as the police fraternity
and will serve as an inspiration
for other youth to pursue
careers in the armed forces.
Officers and officials present on
the occasion also extended their
best wishes to her for a bright
and successful career ahead.

National Lok
Adalat held
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KATHUA: The National Lok
Adalat was held today at the
ADR Centre of the Court
Complex in Kathua under the
esteemed guidance of the
Chairman, District Legal
Services Authority (DLSA)
Kathua, Jatinder Singh
Jamwal, (Principal District &
Sessions Judge, Kathua).

To facilitate the smooth con-
duet of the Lok Adalat, eight
benches were constituted.

A substantial number of cases
were taken up for amicable set-
tlement during the proceedings,
resulting in successful resolu-
tions and significant recovery of
amount  tuning to Rs.
3,46,96,500/-

Among the 3 benches consti-
tuted at District Court
Complex, the 1st Bench com-
prised of Principal District &
Sessions Judge, Jatinder Singh
Jamwal and Additional District
& Sessions Judge, Pravin
Pandoh; 2nd Bench comprised
of Chief Judicial Magistrate
Kathua Ajay Sharma and
Munsift JMIC, Kathua, Viren
Magotra; 3rd Bench comprised
of District Mobile Magistrate
(T) Kathua Poonam Gupta
and Naiya Sharma Advocate.

SWD Poonch organises Nasha Mukt
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POONCH: The Department
of Social Welfare, Poonch
organised a Nasha Mukt Khel
Mela at Government Higher
Secondary  School — Seri
Khawaja under Nasha Mukt
Bharat Abhiyan, spreading
the message "Say Yes to Life,
No to Drugs."

More than 300 student ath-
letes enthusiastically partici-
pated in the sports competi-
tions including Kabaddi, Kho
Kho, Volleyball, Badminton
and Shot Put. The partici-
pants displayed remarkable
energy, discipline and sports-
manship during the event.

The programme was organ-
ised on the directions of
Deputy Commissioner Ashok
Kumar Sharma, who has
emphasised taking such
awareness and youth engage-
ment activities to rural and far
flung areas. Karlier; the
department organised a simi-
lar programme at Government,

Khel Mela at GHSS Seri Khawa_]a

SWD officials along with participants.

Higher Secondary School
Chandak. The Principal of the
institution, former PRI mem-
bers, local youth and residents
of the area appreciated the ini-
tiative of the Social Welfare
Department, stating that such
activities help in channelising
the energy of youth towards
sports and healthy lifestyles,
keeping them away from drug
abuse. A large number of

locals witnessed the mela and
encouraged the participating
athletes. Refreshments were
also provided to all the partici-
pants.

Earlier,District Social
Welfare Officer Khalil A.
Banday welcomed the guests
and thanked the school admin-
istration, staff, students and
athletes for their cooperation
and active participation.

SMVDU hosts Sambandh 3.0 Conclave to strengthen
Make in India and Skill India Vision
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KATRA: The Management Conclave
2026, Sambandh 3.0 themed Make in
India, was organised by the Faculty of
Management at Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
University, with sponsorship from Jammu
& Kashmir Bank Litd. The inaugural ses-
sion began with the address by Dr. Arti
Maini, Head, School of Business, who wel-
comed the dignitaries and participants and
highlighted the importance of such initia-
tives in bridging the gap between classroom
learning and industry exposure. Dr. Roop
Lal Sharma, Head, School of Economics,
emphasised the importance of interdiscipli-
nary learning and collaboration between
economics and management in addressing
present-day business and policy challenges.

Prof. Suparn Kumar Sharma, Co-coordi-
nator of the programme, explained the
ohjectives of the Management Conclave
and highlighted that such platforms help
students understand the corporate world,
markets, industry trends and their linkages

with society.

Prof.  Ashutosh Vashishtha,
Faculty of Management, highlichted the
importance of industry-academia interac-
tion and noted that management education
is undergoing significant transformation
due to emerging areas such as artificial
intelligence, data analytics, sustainability
and global economic shifts. Several plenary
sessions were conducted in which experts
shared their perspectives related to the
theme Make in India’.

Tarun Sudan, Assistant Director,
Handloom and Handicrafts, Government
of J&K, highlighted the significance of pro-
moting Made in India and discussed
renowned Gl-tagged products of the region
including Basohli Painting, Chikri Wood
Craft of the Pir Panjal region and Basohli
Pashmina, while also emphasising the need
to recognise and support artisans behind
Manav Chopra, Founder,
Reiteria & Director, Creamy Bites, shared
his entrepreneurial journey associated with
Reinteria and spoke about the growth of
Creamy Bites, an iitiative started by his

these crafts.

Dean,

father that now provides employment to
more than 250 people, emphasizing that
businesses grow when they focus on solving
real problems.

Sourav  Mengi, Assistant Manager,
Centre for Innovation, Incubation &
Business Modelling, JKEDI, highlighted
the importance of skill development and
entrepreneurship among youth. Vikrant
Dogra, Chairman, Unati Agri Allied and

Marketing Multistate Cooperative Society

Litd, spoke about 'Unati', a self-sustainable
cooperative model and encouraged students
to plan their professional goals with clarity
and foresight.
Founder; Beyond the Books Learning
Space, highlighted the importance of sci-
ence, systems, scale and societal impact
along with the role of frugal innovation in
strengthening India's position in global
healthcare manufacturing. The discussion
was facilitated by Dr. Syeda Shazia
Bukhari, Organising Secretary of the con-
claveand was organised under guidance of
the VC Prof. Pragati Kumar:

Dr. Deepika Sharma,



