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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Department of
Political Science, University of
Jammu (JU), organized a spe-
cial lecture on the theme
"India-South Africa Relations:
The Global South in Times of
Geo-Political Crises." The lec-
ture was delivered by
Professor Anil Sooklal, High
Commissioner of South Africa
to India.

At the outset, Prof. Baljit
Singh Mann, Head of the
Department of Political
Science, formally welcomed
the distinguished guests
including Professor Anil
Sooklal, Dr. Nelistra Sookhlal
Singh, spouse of the High
Commissioner, Cedrick
Charles Crowley, Deputy High
Commissioner of South Africa
to India, and Professor Neelu
Rohmetra, Dean Research
Studies and Founder Director,
Indian Institute of
Management, Sirmour,
Himachal Pradesh, along with
faculty members, research
scholars and students.

Introducing the theme of the
lecture, Prof. Mann highlight-
ed the historical evolution of
India-South Africa relations,
explaining that the relation-

ship can be understood
through three phases-colonial,
post-colonial and contempo-
rary. He noted that both coun-
tries were once colonies of
Great Britain and experienced
institutionalized discrimina-
tion. He emphasized that
Mahatma Gandhi played a
crucial role in connecting the
two nations, along with the
contribution of the Indian
diaspora in South Africa. Prof.
Mann also observed that over
time, relations between the two
countries have expanded from
bilateral cooperation to trilat-
eral and multilateral engage-
ments due to shared interests

in areas such as international
political economy, fair trade,
maritime security and climate
change. 

He further highlighted that
diplomatic relations between
the two countries were formal-
ly established in 1993, later
developing into a strategic
partnership.

Delivering the keynote
address, Prof Anil Sooklal pro-
vided a historical overview and
referred to the Berlin
Conference of 1884, which
divided Africa among
European powers without
African participation. He
explained that after the aboli-

tion of slavery in 1834, the sys-
tem of indentured labour led to
the migration of Indians from
regions such as Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar and later
Gujarat to South Africa.

He also discussed the forma-
tion of the Natal Indian
Congress by Mahatma Gandhi
in 1894 and the African
National Congress (ANC) by
Nelson Mandela in 1912. He
remarked that Gandhi's stay in
South Africa deeply influenced
African politics while shaping
his own philosophy, stating
that "Gandhi transformed
South Africa and South Africa
transformed Gandhi."

Professor Sooklal further
noted that India was the first
country to raise the issue of
apartheid at the United
Nations Organization (UNO).
He highlighted that the idea of
the Global South emerged
from the Bandung Conference
of 1955, which later led to the
formation of the Non-Aligned
Movement (NAM) in 1961.
Emphasizing contemporary
geopolitical challenges, he
stressed the need for India and
South Africa to work together
to strengthen the voice of the

Global South. Concluding his
address, he drew parallels
between India's concept of
"Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam"
and South Africa's philosophy
of "Ubuntu," emphasizing col-
lective responsibility in shap-
ing a fair global order.

The lecture was presided
over by Prof. Neelu Rohmetra,
Dean Research Studies,
University of Jammu. In her
presidential remarks, she
appreciated Professor Sooklal
for strengthening diplomatic
and academic ties between
India and South Africa and
expressed hope for future col-
laborations.

The event was attended by
several faculty members
including Prof. Lalit Sen from
the Department of Computer
Science, along with Professor
Suneel Kumar, Dr. Ellora
Puri, Dr. Mool Raj and
Vishabjit Singh Chib, besides
research scholars and students
of the department. Dr. Harjit
Singh presented the vote of
thanks, while the proceedings
of the event were conducted
by Khushi Verma, a student
of MA Semester IV of the
Department of Political
Science.
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STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Rajesh Gupta,
leader of the Jammu &
Kashmir National Conference,
on Monday strongly criticised
Prime Minister over the deci-
sion of the Government of India
to send 5,000 tonnes of edible
oil as assistance to Bangladesh.

In a statement, Gupta
acknowledged that humanitari-
an aid is a noble gesture but
stressed that the government
must first address the hard-
ships of its own citizens.
"Charity begins at home, and
unfortunately the present gov-
ernment seems to have forgot-
ten this basic principle," he said.

He expressed concern over
rising prices of essential com-

modities, including cooking oil,
noting that sending large quan-
tities abroad raises questions
about government priorities.
Referring to recent tensions in
Bangladesh, Gupta said the
safety and welfare of Indian cit-
izens should come first. He
accused the government of pri-
oritising international praise
over domestic needs, asserting
that India's foremost responsi-
bility is to its own people.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Jammu Municipal Corporation
(JMC) has issued an advisory for all pet dog own-
ers residing within its municipal limits regarding
the mandatory registration of pet dogs in accor-
dance with the provisions of the Animal Birth
Control (Dog) Rules, 2023 and the Municipal
Corporation Act, 2000.

The directions were issued by Dr. Devansh
Yadav, Commissioner, Jammu Municipal
Corporation, who emphasized the need for
responsible pet ownership and strict compliance
with the rules to ensure public safety, proper
management of the canine population and
improved public health standards in the city.

All pet dog owners/keepers are required to reg-
ister their pet dogs through the online portal jan-
sugam.jk.gov.in. For any queries related to regis-
tration, pet owners may contact the AWO Section
of JMC at 8716946717 / 9858022175 or email
awojmc@gmail.com.

While issuing the advisory, Dr. Gaurav
Chaudhary, Animal Welfare Officer, Jammu
Municipal Corporation and Dr. Divya Sharma
VAS Jammu Municipal Corporation stated that
registration of pet dogs is essential to maintain
proper records, ensure timely vaccination and
promote responsible pet ownership. They
appealed to all pet dog owners to comply with the
guidelines and cooperate with the Municipal
Corporation in maintaining sanitation and public
safety. As per the advisory, pet dogs must not be
allowed to roam freely in public streets or public
places. Dogs should always be taken out on a
leash or chain and ferocious breeds must be prop-
erly muzzled while being taken outside.

Pet owners must ensure adequate space,

accommodation, food and medical treatment for
their pets. Officials of the registering authority
may inspect the dog premises at reasonable times
to verify the health status and registration docu-
ments. A valid Anti-Rabies Vaccination
Certificate is mandatory for registration. In case
a vaccinated dog is bitten by a rabies-suspected
dog, the owner must ensure proper post-bite vac-
cination and inform the Veterinary Services Wing
of JMC, failing which the registration may be
cancelled. Pet owners must ensure that their dogs
do not contribute to the growth of the canine pop-
ulation and must get their pets sterilized
(neutered/spayed). Owners are also responsible
for deworming, immunization and sterilization of
their dogs. In case of change of ownership, fresh
registration is required. The owner shall be
responsible for all the actions of the dog, includ-
ing any public nuisance or harm caused to any-
one. Pet owners must ensure that their dogs do
not defecate in residential areas, parks, streets, or
other public places and they must arrange to
remove the excreta immediately.

Owners are advised to avoid keeping aggressive
breeds such as Pitbull, Rottweiler, American
Pitbull, etc. without proper training and han-
dling. The advisory also directs all pet dog owners
residing within JMC limits to complete registra-
tion within one month from the date of publica-
tion of the advisory, failing which legal action
including confiscation of the pet dog and imposi-
tion of fines or challans up to Rs. 5000 may be
initiated by JMC authorities.

The Jammu Municipal Corporation has further
informed that free Anti-Rabies vaccination will be
provided to all registered pet dogs at various ani-
mal centres of JMC.

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The DST iTBI at
the Indian Institute of
Management Jammu, under
the aegis of the IIM Jammu
Foundation for
Entrepreneurship, Innovation
and Skill Development
(FEISD), organized the
Women Leadership Dialogue:
From Empowerment to Impact
at Manthan Auditorium. The
programme brought together
women leaders, entrepreneurs,
academicians, policymakers
and institutional stakeholders
to discuss women empower-
ment, leadership and inclusive
development. The event was
presided over by B. S. Sahay,
Director, IIM Jammu.

The programme was graced
by Ritu Singh, Founding
Chairperson of FICCI FLO
Jammu Kashmir Ladakh,
Director of Hari Niwas Hotel
and Resorts and Pro Vice
Chairperson of Delhi Public
School Jammu; Rekha Mody,
Founder and President of Stree
Shakti; Neerja, Co-lead, Women
Leaders Conclave; Shubhra
Sharma, Mission Director,
Jammu and Kashmir Rural
Livelihood Mission; Sapna
Kotwal, JKAS, Secretary, J&K
Advisory Board for Development
of Pahari Speaking People; and
Sunaina Mehta,  Joint Director
Tourism, Directorate of Tourism
Jammu and Kashmir. Raman
Gupta, Managing Director of
PANS & POTS CO Group,
also attended. Among others
present were Muqbil Burhan,
Chairperson, Center for
Innovation, Entrepreneurship
and Skill Development, and
Shyam Narayan Lal,
Chairperson, Anandam - The
Center for Happiness at IIM
Jammu. A highlight of the
event was the launch of the
Stree Shakti book Women
Leaders Conclave, unveiled by
Prof. B. S. Sahay and Dr. Ritu
Singh in the presence of Rekha
Mody, Neerja, Shubhra

Sharma, Sapna Kotwal,
Sunaina Mehta, Muqbil
Burhan and Shyam Narayan
Lal. Addressing the gathering,
Ritu Singh described Jammu
and Kashmir as a land of
Shakti and stressed that grass-
roots leadership, self-help
groups, financial literacy and
entrepreneurship are key to
women empowerment. She also
announced CSR support of Rs
5 lakh for women-led initia-
tives. Prof. B. S. Sahay high-
lighted the vision of Narendra
Modi and the concept of Panch
Pran, emphasizing inclusive
growth and women empower-
ment. He cited initiatives like
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao,
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala
Yojana and Sukanya
Samriddhi Yojana. He also
spoke about institutional initia-
tives such as the Centre for
Innovation and
Transformation in Governance
and the Center for
Entrepreneurship, Innovation
and Skill Development and
proposed an International
Women Leadership Summit at
IIM Jammu. Speakers includ-
ing Mitali Gupta, Gayatri
Jamwal, Rosina Afzal, Aruna
Thakur, Palki Sharma, Pragya
Khanna, Anupama Arora,
Rajni Bala, Shilpa Handoo,
Vasundhra Dubey, Saisha
Gupta, Sarika Chopra,
Nirmala Mahana, Sonali
Jamwal, Praguni Sanotra,
Tamana Salathia, Priyanka
Sharma, Nidhi Verma, Gauri
Deoli, Shalini Sharma, Neena,
Meenakshi Salathia and Meeta
Gupta also participated.

The programme was attend-
ed by Vivek Sharma, Chief
Innovation Officer, and coordi-
nated by the DST iTBI team
including Kannav Padha,
Druvi Sharma and Anjali
Goswami. The dialogue reaf-
firmed IIM Jammu's commit-
ment to promoting women
entrepreneurship, innovation
and inclusive development.

Rajesh Gupta criticises Centre's
edible oil aid to Bangladesh
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Ritu Singh, Founding Chairperson of FICCI FLO JKL and
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