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No fresh COVID case
reported in J&K

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Amid the grim
seenario of pandemic times
during the past two years,
Jammu and Kashmir on
Monday did not report any
fresh Covid case, thus keep-
ing the total number of posi-
tive cases to 453889.
According to the daily
Media Bulletin, out of
453889 positive cases so far,
79 are Active Positive
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Woman arrested for beating 9-month old
daughter mercilessly after video goes viral

Unprecedented number of Amarnath pilgrims a

salute to PM, J&K security forces: Chugh
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RHPCL & MEIL ink contract agreement
for turnkey execution of 850MW Ratle HEP
within stipulated timeframe

Pak ultra among 2 terrorists Amarnath Yatra 2022 expected

killed in Kulgam encounter tg he much bi

Terrorists again us1ng mosques, Madrassas as shelters

m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: A Pakistani
terrorist was among two
ultras killed in an encounter
in Kulgam district, while two
policemen were also injured,
officials ~ said  Monday
evening.

A police official said securi-
ty forces launched a cordon
and search operation in the
Khurbatpora area of Kulgam
in south Kashmir following
inputs about the presence of
terrorists there.

He said the search opera-
tion turned into an encounter
after the terrorists fired up
on the forces, who retaliated.

One #Pakistani #terrorist
(code name Chacha) & one
#hybrid terrorist killed. 02
Police Personnel also injured.
They are being evacuated to
hospital. #Encounter going
on, Kashmir Inspector
General of Police (IGP) Vijay
Kumar said in a tweet
around 7.30 pm. Meanwhile,
faced with people in Kashmir
increasingly refusing to give

India designates as terrorist Pakistani
national involved in Pulwama attack

m STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The govern-
ment on Monday designated
as terrorist Pakistani nation-
al Mohiuddin Aurangzeb
Alamgir who was involved in
the terror attack on a CRPF
bus in Pulwama in 2019.

Forty CRPF personnel
were killed in the February
14, 2019 attack. About a
fortnight later, India had
carried out an air strike on
terrorist  camps  inside
Pakistan in response.

In a notification, the Union
Home Ministry said Alamgir,
who used aliases Maktab
Ameer, Mujahid Bhai and
Muhammad Bhai, has been
involved in the attack on the

Mercury continues
upward trend, Jammu

records hottest day
m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The mercury
maintained an upward trend
across Jammu and Kashmir
with winter capital Jammu
recording  the season's
hottest day on Monday at
39.6 degrees Celsius -- 7.5
notches above normal.

Jammu ecity also recorded
the hottest night at 22.9
degrees Celsius which was
also 3.7 degrees above aver-
age during this part of the
season, an official of the
meteorological department
said. Katra, the base camp
for the pilgrims visiting
Vishno Devi shrine, recorded
a maximum of 35.6 degrees
Celsius and a minimum of
21.9 degrees Celsius.

The  summer capital
Srinagar recorded a high of
28.9 degrees Celsius and a
low of 9.9 degrees Celsius.
The day temperature in the
city was 8.8 notches above
average, while the night tem-
perature was also 2.3
degrees above normal, the
official said.
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Temperature (Jammu)
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Humidity
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Temperature (Srinagar)
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Humidity
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Sunset : 18:58 Hours
Sunrise : 06:08 Hours
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CRPF convoy in Pulwama.

He has been involved in
anti-India terror activities on
behalf of the Jaish-e-
Mohammad (JeM) and looks
after the outfit's fund collec-
tion activities from Pakistani
nationals and routing the
fund to Kashmir.

Alamgir has been involved
in facilitating infiltration of
Afghan cadres and coordi-
nating terror attacks on
Indian security forces in
Jammu and Kashmir.

The ministry said taking
into account all his activities,
Alamgir has been notified as
a  terrorist under the
Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act.
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them refuge, terrorists are
going back to taking shelter
in mosques and madrassas
that not only help them evade
security forces but also pro-
vide them a school of young
minds to indoctrinate, offi-
cials said.

The people's reluctance to
help terrorists and the gov-
ernment's decision to height-
en the vigil and seize any
house that shelters militants

have led to terror groups
adopting their old tactic.
According to the officials,
sustained efforts by both the
government and security
forces have effected a major
change in the way the com-
mon people in Kashmir look
at the terrorism and radical
ideology being propagated
from Pakistan. They are no
longer inclined to provide
shelter and other aids to ter-

rorists.

In the early 1990s, terror-
ists often used to hide in the
Hazratbal Shrine as well as
Charar-e-Sharief leading to
massive stand-offs with secu-
rity forees.

An analysis of recent
encounters, particularly in
south Kashmir, conducted by
security forces revealed that
Pakistan-sponsored terror-
ists are again using places of
worship and religious schools
as shelters.

This disturbing trend was
visible in three encounters in
Kulgam, Naina Batpora and
Chiva Kalan in the past few
weeks, the officials said.

Terrorists had deliberately
taken shelter in mosques and
madrassas with the dual aim
of avoiding detection and
inciting religious sentiments
by instigating the use of force
or firing by security forces.

Rauf, a terrorist who was
apprehended by the Army in
Pulwama district of
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m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR/NEW DELHI:
This year's Amarnath Yatra
is expected to be "much big-
ger' than before, with the
administration here prepar-
ing to welcome about eight
lakh pilgrims to the cave
shrine in south Kashmir, offi-
cials said on Monday:.

The arrangements for the
43-day pilgrimage, to be held
after a gap of two years due
to the Covid pandemic, were
discussed at a meeting here

chaired by Union
Information and
Broadcasting Ministry

Secretary Apurva Chandra.

Chief  Secretary Arun
Kumar, divisional commis-
sioners of Jammu and
Kashmir regions, and deputy
commissioners, also took
part in the meeting.

Talking to reporters here,
Chandra said during the
meeting, it was informed
that this year's yatra --
scheduled to begin from June
30 -- is expected to "be
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Initiatives underway to provide over 10,000 job
opportunities to J&K youth in 2022: LG

Launches dedicated portal to connect youth with industry

= STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on
Monday launched a dedicat-
ed portal of Mission Youth in
collaboration with Vision
India, to connect the youth of
J&K with the industry.

The initiative aims to pro-
vide more than 10,000 job
opportunities to the youth in
2022.

The dedicated portal -
AVSAR-'Connect to
Opportunities Initiative'- has
been provisioned to facilitate
our youth with real-time
information flow notifying
students about pre-place-

1 Youth
of Jammu & Kashmir

Launch of Vision India Portal

(An initiative to provide assured employ

to 10000 youth of Jarnmu & Kashmi

L E : . =
LG Manoj Sinha launching dedicated portal of Mission
Youth to connect youth of J&K with industry.

ment activities & job oppor-
tunities. All ITIs & other
technical institutions in the
UT will be on-boarded in the

Court grants five-day police custody of
ex-Minister in Hawala transaction case

u STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Presiding Officer
Fast Track Court Khalil
Choudhary (with charge of
Special Judge NIA), on
Monday granted five days
police custody of Ex-Minister
Jatinder Singh @ Babu
Singh and Mohammad
Shareef Shah in alleged
Hawala Trade. The order has
been passed in an application
filed on April 11, 2022 by
DySP Sachit Sharma SDPO
Gandhi Nagar Jammu seek-
ing Police remand of accused
namely Mohd Shareef Shah,
son of Abdul Ghani Shah,
resident of Syed Pora Larnoo
Kokernag and Jatinder

Singh @ Babu Singh, son of
Shamsher Singh, resident of
ward-01, Kathua for a period
of 10 days. The CD file was
produced which reflect that
accused persons are said to
be involved in FIR No.
73/2022 for commission of
offence under sections 17/18
of UlA Act, registered at

Police  Station, Gandhi
Nagar.

Presiding Officer Fast
Track Court Khalil

Choudhary after perusal of
CD file observed that CD
transpires that consequent
upon the involvement of
accused in commission  of
offence,  both were taken

into custody. Court further
observed that grounds for
remand seems to be genuine
and well founded which
authorize the further deten-
tion of accused persons in
Police custody. "Five days
police remand of accused is
hereby granted with direc-
tions to IO for conducting
regular medical checkup of
accused persons during
remand period," the Court
directed.

It is worthwhile to mention
here that police arrested
Shareef Shah from Gandhi
Nagar area and recovered Rs
6.9 lakh from his
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program for achieving the
best outcomes for our enter-
prising youths.

Speaking on the ocecasion,

Stability in neighbourhood
good for us: Mehbooba on

Pak developments

= STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Democracy is
gaining roots in Pakistan
and political stability in the
neighbourhood "is good for
us", PDP chief Mehbooba
Mufti said here on Monday.

The former chief minister
said Pakistan should decide
whether it wants a new gov-
ernment or to hold fresh
elections so that democracy
flourishes there.

(Former Pakistan prime
minister  Zulfikar  Ali)
Bhutto used to say that
India is alive because of the
hustle-bustle of its democra-
cy. Today, we are also seeing
the hustle-bustle of
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the Lt Governor said J&K
Administration has taken
many steps to create infra-
structure, schemes and poli-
cies to speed up economic
development, and to meet the
aspirations of youth so they
can contribute to society and
achieve self-growth.

The easily accessible online
platform would act as an
interface between trained &
skilled — workforece  and
Industry requirement in
J&K, he added.

"Jammu and Kashmir
administration is determined
to provide quality
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igger’ ’ than before

Registration for annual Amarnath Yatra commences

JAMMU: The registration for the annual pilgrimage to the
cave shrine of Amarnath in south Kashmir commenced
across the country on Monday with enthusiastic pilgrims
making a beeline for designated bank branches to secure a
permit for undertaking the journey.

The 43-day yatra is scheduled to start on June 30 after the
coronavirus pandemic enforced break of two years. The jour-
ney will begin from the twin routes -- the traditional 48-km
from Nunwan to the cave shrine from Pahalgam in south
Kashmir's Anantnag, and 14-km shorter but steep Baltal
route in Ganderbal district of central Kashmir. The govern-

ment, this year, is also introducing
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Modi congratulates new Pak
PM,; desires peace

= STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on
congratulated

Monday
Shehbaz
Sharif on
his election
as the
Pakistani
prime min-
ister and
said India
desires =
peace and stability in a
region free of terror.

"Congratulations to H. E.
Mian Muhammad Shehbaz
Sharif on his election as the
Prime Minister of Pakistan,"
Modi tweeted.

"India desires peace and

stability in a region free of
terror, so that we can focus
on our development chal-
lenges and ensure the well-
being and
prosperity
of our peo-
ple,"  the
prime min-
ister said.
Shehbaz
| Sharif was
| sworn-in as
minister  of

the

prime
Pakistan on Monday, bring-
ing to an end the political
uncertainty that had gripped
the country since a no-confi-
dence motion was introduced

against his  predecessor
Imran Khan on March 8.

Patwari along with accomplice caught
red-handed while accepting bribe

u STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: The Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB)
has arrested one Jameel
Hussain  Khan, Patwari
Halga  Baghati-E-Shoor,
Eidgah, Srinagar along with
Shafat-ur-Rehman, retired
Patwari, convicted in earlier
trap case of ACB, for
demanding and accepting a
bribe of Rs 9,000 from com-
plainant for issuance of rev-
enue extracts.

As  per an  official
spokesperson, the sleuths of
ACB received a written com-
plaint alleging therein that
one Jameel Hussain Khan,
Patwari, Halqa Baghati-E-

Elements misusing festivals to create unnecessary
dispute are anti-national: Dr Jitendra

‘Drone technology in agricultural farming
to be highlight of Panchayati Raj Diwas’

NEW DELHI: Union minister Jitendra Singh said on
Monday that the use of drone technology in agriculture farm-
ing will be the highlight of Panchayatri Raj Diwas to be

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Elements misusing
festivals to create an unnec-
essary dispute are anti-
national , Union minister
Jitendra Singh said on
Monday, asserting all festi-
vals should be observed like
festivals only.

He also expressed satisfac-
tion over the arrangements
being made for the upcoming
annual Amarnath Yatra in
south Kashmir Himalayas
and said J-K Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha is
personally supervising the
steps for its suceess.

Interacting with media per-
sons at Palli Panchayat in
Samba district, the minister,
while responding to a ques-
tion about attempts by cer-
tain elements to disturb

Union Mznzster Dr Jitendra Singh along wzth a hzgh level
Central team, visiting the venue of PM Narendra Modi's
rally at Palli Panchayat Samba on Monday.

peace on the occasion of Ram
Navami festival on Sunday,
said the home ministry is
taking care of the law and
order situation and will deal
with it.

However, he said, As an
ordinary ecitizen, we should

observe any festival like a fes-
tival only instead of making
it an issue of dispute some
elements misusing a festival
to create a dispute are anti-
national. On the 43-day
Amarnath Yatra which
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observed later this month.

Singh, the Minister of State for Personnel led a central
team to the venue of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's rally at
Palli panchayat in Samba district of Jammu and Kashmir on

April 24.

Speaking to the media after the visit, he said the choice of
Palli panchayat as the venue of the national level Panchayati
Raj Diwas event indicates the high priority given by the
prime minister to Jammu and Kashmir and the government's
focus to strengthen panchayati raj institutions (PRIs) in the

union territory.

Living up to the spirit of Prime Minister Modi's concern for
rural upliftment, Singh said the Union Ministry of Science &
Technology headed by him will endeavour to showease during
Panchayati Raj Diwas, some of the latest scientific innova-
tions which are applicable for rural development and upgrad-
ed agricultural farming but are somehow not being adequate-

ly used in this part of the country.
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Shoor, Eidgah Srinagar was
demanding an amount of Rs
9,000 as bribe for issuance of
revenue extracts of land in
favour of complainant. On
receiving complaint, prima
facie offence under section 7
of Prevention of Corruption
Act 1988 was found made
out. Consequently, FIR No.
15/2022 was registered at
P/S ACB Srinagar and
investigation started, during
which a team laid a success-
ful trap and caught Jameel
Hussain Khan, Patwari,
Halqa  Baghati-E-Shoor,
EKidgah Srinagar, red-hand-
ed, while demanding and
accepting bribe amount of Rs

9,000 through his accomplice
identified as Shafat-ur-
Rehman from complainant,
he added. The official further
told that Shafat-Ur-Rehman
was working as Patwari in
Revenue department and
was trapped by ACB while
accepting bribe and FIR No.
15/2009 was registered
against him, after which he
was convicted by lower court.
"Both accused were arrested
and taken into custody by
ACB team. The bribe money
was also recovered from their
possession in presence of
independent witnesses," said
official adding that further
investigation is going on.

No reason to worry until new COVID
'variant of concern' detected, says Jain

= STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: The Delhi
government is keeping a
watchful eye over the
COVID-19 situation and
there is no reason to worry
until a new variant of con-
cern is detected, Health
Minister Satyendar Jain said
on Monday.

Interacting with reporters
here, the minister also
sought to allay apprehen-
sions over the steady rise in
daily cases in Delhi and the
positivity rate remaining
over one per cent during the
last few days.

The count of daily cases in
Delhi is being reported in the
range of 100-200. We are
keeping an eye on hospital
admissions, and that is going
down. Focus shouldn't be on
positivity rate much as of

now, Jain said.

Delhi reported 141 fresh
Covid cases and one more
death on Sunday, while the
positivity rate stood at 1.29
percent, according to data
shared by the city health
department. The positivity
report has been hovering
above the one per cent-mark
in the last few days.

Meanwhile, doctors cau-
tioned on Monday that while
daily cases have been rising a
"sense of complacency has
set in among the masses" in
general especially after the
mask mandate was removed.

I do not foresee any new
wave as long as we remain
cautious, follow all Covid-
appropriate behaviours and
wear masks while being out-
side, especially in
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