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Modi Govt's PMGKAY helped 80 crore needy
people to survive COVID catastrophe: Randhawa

BJP lauds Modi Govt’s decision to extend scheme

m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Modi
Government's Prime
Minister Garib Kalyan Ann
Yojana (PM-GKAY) has
helped 80 Crore needy peo-
ple to survive Covid catastro-

phe, said Ch. Vikram
Randhawa, J&K  BJP
PMGKAY Convenor.

Vikram Randhawa (former
MLC) stated that PMGKAY
has helped the poor & needy
especially those who lost
livelihood during the lock-
down. It has also provided
relief to those families in
rural areas that have
migrant returnees.

Randhawa said "PMGKAY
has provided free Food
Grains to 80 crore people of
the Country which was a
never-before exercise in the
entire world and it is still
continuing”.

Vikram Randhawa accom-
panied by J&K BJP Media
Secretary  Dr.  Pardeep
Mahotra, Co-convenors
Shrey Sethi and Hari Om

Sharma was addressing
media persons at BJP head-
quarter, Trikuta Nagar,

J&K BJP PMGKAY Convenor Vtkram Randhawa talkzng
to reporters.

Jammu. "In keeping with the
concern and  sensitivity
towards poor and vulnerable
sections of society, the
Narendra Modi government
has been providing free food
grains to 80 crore people of
the country since the out-
break of corona virus",
Randhawa said.

Vikram Randhawa lauded
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi led Union govern-
ment's decision for extending
Pradhan Mantri  Garib
Kalyan  Anna  Yojana
(PMGKAY) for another six
months till September 2022.
The Phase-V of PM-GKAY
scheme was to end in March
2022. It may be recalled that
the PM-GKAY has been

Balwant Thakur initiates major Indian
theatre movement in Mauritius

m STATE TIMES NEWS

MAURITIUS: The director
of world's biggest cultural
centre of India abroad
Balwant Thakur today
informed that altogether
new efforts are being made
to establish the legacy of
Indian theatre globally in
general and Mauritius in
particular. He was speak-
ing to Mauritius
Broadeasting Corporation

today in presence of
celebrity actor and
Chairman of National

School of Drama Paresh
Rawal and the Minister of
Arts and Cultural Heritage
Republic of Mauritius at
the Intercontinental,
Mauritius.

Referring to Mauritius,
Balwant Thakur informed
that already a project to
introduce children theatre
has already been initiated
with the joint collaboration
of the Ministry of Arts and
Cultural Heritage
Government of Mauritius
to take children theatre to
the entire length and
breadth of Mauritius cul-
minating into 100 children
performances in Mauritius.

The project will begin
with the production of a
model children play in
which in addition to the

creation of a major chil-
dren play, twenty young
directors will also be
trained who will be desig-
nated to work at twenty
different places to produce
twenty different plays with

children in parts of
Mauritius.
On the occasion he

desired National School of
Drama, New Delhi to sup-
port this endeavor of Indira
Gandhi Centre for Indian
Culture, High Commission
of India by way of provid-
ing expert faculty from
India. A festival of plays by
the National repertory
company of  National
School of Drama can fur-
ther strengthen and boost
the cultural initiatives of
India in Mauritius.
Balwant Thakur further
informed that with the col-
laboration of Mauritius Film
Development  Corporation
major projects of coopera-
tion in film making will also
be initiated. Since India is
celebrating 75 years of
India's Independence in
addition to the 75 years of
diplomatic relations with
India and Mauritius, lot of
standalone iconic festivals of
Indian culture, theatre, cui-
sine, fashion, and films have
already been scheduled.

under implementation since
April 2020, as the largest
food security program in the
world. Under the extended
PMGKAY, each beneficiary
will get additional 5 kg free
ration per person per month
in addition to the normal
quota of foodgrains under
the NFSA, which means
that every poor household
would get nearly double the
normal quantity of ration, he
said. "Modi Government has
spent approximately Rs.
2.60 Lakh Crore so far and
another Rs. 80,000 Crore
will be spent over the next 6
months till September 2022
taking the total expenditure
under PM-GKAY to nearly
Rs. 3.40 Lakh Crore. About

759 LMT of free foodgrains
under the PM-GKAY till
Phase V was allocated. With
another 244 LMT of free
foodgrains under Phase VI,
the aggregate allocation of
free foodgrains under the
PM-GKAY now stand at
1,003 LMT of foodgrains",
Randhawa said.

BJP leader shared that the
benefit of free ration can be
availed through portability
by any migrant labour or
beneficiary  under  One
Nation One Ration Card
(ONORC) plan from nearly
5 lakh ration shops across
the country. So far, over 61
Crore portability transac-
tions have benefitted the
beneficiaries away from their
homes.

Randhawa further said
that decision shows the com-
mitment of the Modi govern-
ment for the welfare of the
poor people in the trouble
torn Covid time. He said
that the party activists are
helping the needy persons in
the society and making sure
that they get the due benefit
of the scheme.

GCW Bhagwati Nagar
organises symposium
on Dr BR Ambedkar

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Government
College for Women (GCW)
Bhagwati Nagar organised
symposium on the topic
"Philosophy of Dr. B.R
Ambedkar' to commemorate
the birth anniversary of Dr.
B.R Ambedkar.

The programme was inau-
gurated by the Principal,
Prof Minnie Sharma who
said that a nation becomes
strong only when the people
are strong. She encouraged
the students to take inspira-
tion from Dr. Ambedkar and
work for our nation with a
strong will and determina-
tion.

"Ambedkar jayanti is a
reminder that we as citizens
of India must fulfill our
duties towards our country
and should always stand
against diserimination and
fight inequality," she said.

The event was adjudged by
Prof. Anju Bala, Dr.
Pawanjeet Bali and Arti.

Priya Kumari of B.Com
I1st sem was adjudged as
first while Mansi and Priya
Singh, both of B. Com. 1st
sem got 2nd and 3rd position
respectively.

Shobha Yatra of Sukrala Mata taken out with religious fervour

Communal harmony is
Jammu's hallmark Yudhv1r

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Yudhvir Sethi,
Vice President, BJP J&K,
on Wednesday emphasized
upon maintaining communal
harmony and brotherhood in
the Jammu region while
asserting that these are the
hallmark of the City of
Temples. Sethi stated this
while participating in the
Shri Sukrala Mata Ji Shoba
Yatra which was taken out
from Purani Mandi area of
Jammu city. The Yatra was
organized by Shri Mata
Sukrala Devi Sewa Dal with
the blessings of Mahant
Rameshwar  Dass  and
Mahant Hanuman Mandir
while Corporater Narotam
Sharma, Sanjay Mabhey,
Parveen Kerni, Sudhir
Anand and Savita Anand
were also present.
Addressing the gathering,
Sethi said that Goddess
Durga who is also known by
the name Maa Kaali or Maa
Chandi never tolerates evil
acts or evil doers and
becomes terribly angry
against them and the people
of Jammu have been
staunch devotees of Mata
and always follow the path of
righteousness.

Vice President, BJP J&K Yudhvzr Sethi and others
participating in Shri Sukrala Mata Ji Shobha Yatra.

He said that it is a result of
this attitude that Jammu is
well known across the nation
for maintaining communal
harmony and brotherhood
amidst diversities in religion
and faiths. He added that in
the current times when the
anti national and anti-social
elements are hell bent upon
disturbing the communal
fabrique, it is essential for
the people of Jammu not to
be led away by the provoca-
tive statements of such ele-
ments and maintain commu-
nal harmony at all costs.

"Such pilgrimages provide
an opportunity to devotees to
seek spiritual solace while
being amid the serene

Kavinder visits PDS outlets, distributes
foodgrains among PMGKAY beneficiaries

m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: The Narendra
Modi government's free
ration scheme PMGKAY
benefitted 80 ecrore people
and did not allow the coun-
try's  poverty level to
increase despite the pan-
demic and resultant lock-

down.
This was stated by
Kavinder Gupta, senior

BJP leader and former
deputy  Chief  Minister,
Kavinder Gupta during vis-
ited public distribution sys-
tem (PDS) outlets in Wards
Number 58, 47 and 20 in
the Gandhi Nagar con-
stituency and distributed
packets of foodgrains to
beneficiaries of the Pradhan
Mantri Garib Kalyan Ann
Yojna  (PMGKAY) on
Wednesday. He undertook
the activity as part of the
BJP's 'Samajik  Nyay

Bh

Senior BJP leader, Kavinder Gupta distributing packets of

foodgrains among beneficiaries.

Pakhwada' (fortnight dedi-
cated to social justice) cam-
paign. Addressing a gather-
ing of PMGKAY beneficiar-
ies, the senior BJP leader
said that the Modi govern-
ment is proactive, pro-
responsive and pro-people.
"The COVID-19-induced
lockdown was imposed on
March 24 in 2020 and
Prime  Minister  Modi
announced the PMGKAY on

agwati Asthapan Trust

celebrates 'Uma Jayanti'
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JAMMU: Uma Jayanti, the
birthday of Goddess Uma
Bhagwati was celebrated
by Uma Bhagwati
Asthapan Trust
Brariangan Umanagri at
Mata Sharda Bhawan
Temple complex, Bantalab.
In this regard, a Panch
Sahakar Hawan was also
organised followed by
Prasad vitran. A number of
people participated in the
Hawan. On this occasion, a

symbolic Puja Archana was
also held after 32 years at

Mata's abode at
Brariangan Umanagri in
district Anantnag.

Prominent among others
present on the occasion
included Sanjay Pandit,
President Uma Bhagwati
Asthapan Trust; Manas
Bhattacharya Uttra Prant

Sanghathak; Kishore
Tokekar, Joint General
Secretary, Vivekananda

Kendra Kanyakumari.

March 26. Under the
PMGKAY, the Central
Government provides five
kg of foodgrains per person
per month for free. Since
then 80 crore people have
been provided with free
foodgrains. Its impact was
that when people emerged
out of the lockdown, the
level of poverty that would
have otherwise increased
did not rise and Modi's poli-

cies handled this shock," he
added.

Kavinder asserted that the
poor people were able to
sustain with dignity after
the lockdown due to the
scheme. He asked the peo-
ple to support the endeav-
our of Modi government for
the overall welfare of people
of Jammu and Kashmir.

Meanwhile, Kavinder
Gupta along with Vinay
Gupta, President District
started development work of
lane and drain at Ward 47
with an estimated cost of Rs
35 lakhs. Others who were
present include Sharda
Devi, Corporator, Neeraj
Lucky Puri Mandal
President, Vivek Patyal,
Karuna Khetri, Purshotam,
Subhash Chander, Dalbeer
Singh, Karishan Lal, Dr
Devender and  Ashok
Kumar.

atmosphere," he said and
hoped that this Yatra will be
a harbinger of peace and
tranquility between various
segments of the society.

Sethi hoped that the Yatra
will culminate in true spirit
of togetherness with the
devotees getting their spiri-
tual thirst quenched. He
urged them to spread the
message of peace, tranquility
and righteousness, adding
that these are the hallmark
of Sanatan Dharam. He also
complimented the organizers
for making available all the
facilities to devotees and
conducting the yatra in a
spirit of camaraderie and
bonhomie.

Jammu celebrates General Zorawar Day
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JAMMU: To commemorate
the bravery, selfless service
and sacrifice of Zorawar
Singh, every year April 13 is
celebrated as  General
Zorawar Singh Day.

This year, a befitting func-
tion was organized by the
Army at Zorawar Chowk,
Bahu Plaza Jammu.

Maj Gen Neeraj Gosain,
GOC Tiger Division, Maj
Gen  Goverdhan  Singh
Jamwal, President J&K Ex-
Services League, Officers
and Veterans paid their trib-
utes. Visit of students of bor-
der villages was also organ-
ized at JAK War Memorial,
Satwari to educate them
about the history of the JAK
Rifles from Maharaja Gulab
Singh and General Zorawar
Singh to Maharaja Hari
Singh and Brig Rajindra
Singh who saved the State in
1947.

It has replica of Mantalai
Flag captured by Fateh
Shibji, now 4 JAK Rifles,

under General Zorawar
Singh.
While addressing, Gen

Jamwal recalled his talk on
General Zorawar Singh in
the Defence Services Staff
College Wellington in 1961,

- = »
Maj Gen Neeraj Gosain, GOC Tiger Dlwswn Maj Gen
Goverdhan Singh Jamwal, President JKESL, officers and
veterans paying tributes to General Zorawar Singh.

just a year before the
Chinese attacked us.

He said, "After T had fin-
ished my talk one senior offi-
cer Maj William from the
United States Army asked
me whether whatever I had
said about General Zorawar
Singh was a myth like
Ramayana or a real story. I
told him neither Ramayana
nor the story of General
Zorawar Singh were myths.
For General Zorawar Singh
you read 'Ladakh by
Cunningham or Founding of
Jammu and Kashmir State
by Panikar".

That was the type of oper-
ation conducted by General
Zorawar Singh and his
Dogra Army from 1834 to
1841 which a century later
people would not believe that

Return of KPs back to Kashmir
high on NC’s agenda: Gupta
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JAMMU: A day long con-
vention of Jammu and
Kashmir National
Conference Minority Cell
was held today at Sher e
Kashmir Bhawan, Jammu
under the chairmanship of
party's Provincial
President Jammu Rattan
Lal Gupta. The meet was
organized by Jatin Bhat.

Addressing a day long
convention  Rattan Lal
Gupta said that the issues
confronting the displaced
Kashmiri Pandits need to
be addressed on priority.
He exhorted the central
government to chalk out a
time bound roadmap for
their safe, honourable and
dignified return.

Gupta described the dis-
placement of Kashmiri
Pandits as a blot on the
glorious ethos of Jammu
and Kashmir which is
known the world over for
its inclusiveness and har-
monious co-existence. He
also enumerated the meas-
ures taken by the National
Conference during its vari-
ous spells of governance
for addressing the con-
cerns and issues of the dis-
placed community.

Sheikh Bashir Ahmed
Provincial Secretary

Jammu said that unem-
ployment has caused a
sense of deprivation and
despair among the migrant
youth and this needed to be
addressed on priority.

Babu Ram Pal President
Central Zone Jammu
exhorted the functionaries
to strengthen the National
Conference and the
Minority Cell at the grass
roots level.

NC Minority wing fune-
tionary Jatin Bhat while
referring to the plight of
the nmon camp migrants
putting in the rented
accommodation called for
construction of additional
5000 flats across Jammu.
He also demanded raising
of boundary wall in
Jagati. He stressed the
need for availability of
basic mneeds in all the
camps, particularly drink-
ing water, power and
medicare.

Those who were present
in the meeting : Vijay
Lochan PP SC Cell,
Vijay Laxami Dutta
Senior leader women
wing, Qazi Jalal Ud din,
Ashok Koul, A.K Raina,
P1 Talshi, Shadi Lal, R.Li
Malla, Chandra, Daizy,
Vijay Koul, Kaka Bhan
and others.

this had actually happened".
It was General Zorawar
Singh who under Maharaja
Gulab Singh extended the
frontiers of the Country
across the Himalayas to
include Ladakh, Baltistan
and parts of China and Tibet
which created a strategic
depth across the Himalayas.
Gen Jamwal also thanked
Lit Gen Upendra Dwivedi,
GOC-in-C Northern
Command who is also the
Col of the Regiment for
organizing such functions
to boost the morale of the
troops and the people of
J&K. He understands the
value of high morale as he
is himself a JAK Rifles
officer, which had saved
Jammu, Poonch and
Kashmir in 1947.

EPFO Srinagar holds

'Nidhi Aapke Nikat
m STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: The 'Nidhi
Aapke Nikat' programme for
the month of April, 2022 was
conducted by  EPFO
Regional Office, Srinagar on
‘Wednesday, which was
attended by a number of
stakeholders from various
parts of Jammu & Kashmir.

Pertinent to mention here
that EPFO is servicing
Union Territories of Jammu
& Kashmir and Ladakh with
regard to settlement of
claims, redressal of griev-
ances and facilitating stake-
holders ete. Considering
large number of grievances
and to ensure service deliv-
ery at doorstep, various
online initiatives of EPFO
such as balance enquiry, fil-
ing of online claims including
transfer and advance claims
and members' basic details
were explained with hands
on demonstration on the
oceasion.

A number of claims were
also settled by the officials
under guidance of Rizwan-
ud-Din, Regional  PF
Commissioner-I. Speaking
on the occasion, Rizwan-ud-
Din said that endeavour of
'Nidhi Apke Nikat' pro-
gramme has always been to
redress maximum number of
grievances on the same day
or at the earliest.

Dr Jitendra, Gitiraj fine-tune exhibition themes for PM's Jammu event
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NEW  DELHI:  Union
Ministers Dr Jitendra Singh
and Giriraj Singh today fine-
tuned Exhibition themes for
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's Jammu event on 24th
of this month.

At a follow-up preparatory
meeting ahead of Prime
Minister's visit on the occa-
sion of national "Panchayati
Raj Diwas", senior officers
from different participating
Ministries and Departments
of Govt of India took part,

including Rural
Development,  Panchayati
Raj and six  science

Departments of Science &
Technology,  Council  of
Scientific and Industrial
Research,  Biotechnology,
Space, Atomic Energy and
Earth Sciences.

Pertinently, 25 to 30 Stalls
at the Exhibition venue of
Prime minister's programme
are being put up by various
departments and wings of the

Union Ministry of Science &
Technology, which will display
latest technologies and inno-
vations beneficial for rural
areas and farming.

Dr Jitendra informed that
some of the themes identified
as poverty and enhanced vil-
lage livelihood, Healthy vil-
lage, Child-friendly village,
Water sufficient village,
Clean and green village, Self-
sufficient infrastructure in
village, Engendered develop-
ment in village to be imple-
mented by different depart-
ments of Science Ministries
will bring about revolutionary
transformation in augment-
ing the household income of
the rural populace.

Dr Jitendra said that the
total Stalls will be put in
"Theme Sequence”" out of
which 25 to 30 Stalls are
from the six Science
Ministries/Departments,
placed in sequence with the
Stalls set up by Ministries of
Rural Development and the

Raina concerned over repetitive threats
to Hindu Minority in Kashmir

= STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Former MLC & JK
UT spokesperson of BJP,
Girdhari Lal Raina expressed
concern and disquiet over
renewed threats to minority
Hindu community including
those who stayed back and
the employees recruited
under PMs Special package
belonging to the minority
Hindu community in
Kashmir. Threatening letters
are being sent, terrorist

attacks undertaken and ver-
bal harassment resorted to
make them feel unsafe and
defenceless, he said adding
that such cases are hesitantly
reported from places and vul-
nerable areas from a security
point of view in Kashmir val-
ley. BJP JK UT spokesper-
son added that Displaced
Employees working in the
Kashmir Division have been
relocated to risky areas in
spite of repeated assurances

from administration.
Irresponsible politicians of
Kashmir centric political par-
ties are adding to the terrify-
ing environment by raising
unrelated, contentious and
unsubstantiated issues aimed
at Othering of the minority
Hindu community, Raina
said adding that criminals,
land grabbers and unserupu-
lous elements within adminis-
tration are taking advantage
of the situation to further

alienate minority communi-
ties.

"We also expect responsible
and mature leaders both
socio-religious and political to
come forward and play their
constructive role in isolating
antisocial, eriminal and radi-
cal  elements," ex-MLC
asserted.

It is the collective responsi-
bility of all not to repeat mis-
takes committed in the 1986-
90 period, he added.

UT Government of Jammu
and Kashmir. The Minister
informed that Agriculture
and Rural Regeneration
through modern technologi-
cal interventions will be the
key  highlight of the
Exhibition.

Dr Singh said that stalls
demonstrating best practices
in Agriculture, be it DBT's
Bio-Tech Kisan Scheme,
Drone farming will be supple-
mented by Centre's and UT
Government's innovative ini-
tiatives for the welfare of
farmers. He said, stalls
exhibiting Aroma Mission &
Purple Revolution
Floriculture mission, modern
uses of Bamboo, wastewater
management will also be set
up.

Similarly, the Minister said,
Stalls showeasing integration
of Science & Technology with
the themes of Rural
Development and Panchayati
Raj will be put up for the ben-
efit of common man. He

added that instead of having
conventional stalls at the
event, efforts are being made
to showcase latest technology
which can add value to farm-
ers' income and science-based
demonstration with
Panchayati Raj features.

It may be recalled that on
Monday, a 12 member high
level Central team led by Dr
Jitendra Singh had visited
the venue of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's rally at Palli
Panchayat, Samba district of
Jammu and Kashmir. The
Minister said, even though
the event will be held in
Jammu, lakhs of Gram
Panchayats across the coun-
try will be able to connect and
watch the event, virtually.

Today's  meeting  was
attended, among others, by
Nagendra Nath Sinha, Union
Secretary Rural
Development, Sunil Kumar,
Union Secretary Panchayati
Raj and senior officers from
different departments.

Naveen qualifies Ph.D
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JAMMU: Naveen Sharma,
son of Sharda and Satish
Kumar, resident
Nerojal,  Tehsil
Thanamandi,
District Rajouri
has been declared
qualified for the
award of Degree
of  Doector  of
Philosophy(Ph.D)

in Applied
Mathematics by

Baba Gulam Shah
Badshah University
Rajouri.

He worked on the topic
"Mathematical and
Computational Modeling
of Transmission
8 Dynamics of Zika
virus and Dengue

fever; under the
supervision of Dr.
Ram Singh

Assistant
| Professor, School
of Mathematics,
BGSBU. He has
published research
papers in  SCI/Scopus
indexed journals of inter-
national repute.
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