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Temperature (Jammu)

Max: 34.0ºC Min: 25.0ºC

Humidity

Max : 42 Min : 33

Temperature (Srinagar)

Max: 13.6ºC Min: 10.0ºC

Humidity

Max : 93 Min: 69

Sunset : 19:05 Hours

Sunrise : 05:56 Hours

STATE TIMES NEWS 
VARANASI: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on
Thursday said that said that
under the leadership of
Prime Minister and Home
Minister, "we have approved
investment proposals of Rs
52,088 crore in just one year
from March 2021 to April
15, 2022, despite Covid pan-
demic, creating immense
employment opportunities
for our youths.

"Our security forces have
succeeded in breaking the
backbone of the eco-system
of terrorism and a record
number of tourists from
across the country are com-
ing to J&K", Sinha said while
launching a book titled 'Vastu
Botanics', authored by Dr.
Kunwar Sawhney, founder of
Kashi Academy for Holistic
Innovation, at the Malaviya
Mulya Anushilan Kendra,
BHU, Varanasi, adding that
in the last six months, 80
lakh tourists and pilgrims
visited the UT, which in itself

is a testimony of changing
Jammu Kashmir.

On the occasion, the 

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: In the back-
drop of the Russia-Ukraine
war, Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Thursday
asked the top commanders of
the Army to prepare for
every possible security chal-
lenge that India may face in
future including that of
unconventional and asym-
metric warfare.

In an address at the bian-
nual Army Commanders'
Conference, Singh also men-
tioned the eastern Ladakh
row with China and
expressed full confidence
that while troops are stand-
ing firm, the ongoing talks
for peaceful resolution will
continue and that disengage-
ment and de-escalation is the
way forward.

"It is our 'whole of govern-
ment' approach to ensure
availability of best weapons,
equipment and clothing to
our troops braving extreme
weather and hostile forces to
defend our territorial integri-
ty," he was quoted as saying

by the defence ministry.
On the process to set up

theatre commands, Singh
said it is the need of the hour.

"The formalisation of inte-
grated theatre command is
the need of the hour and I am
happy with the progress
being made towards the
same. I have full confidence
in the senior military leader-
ship," he said.

"The nation is proud of its
Army and the government is
committed to facilitating the
Army in their forward move-
ment, on the road to reforms

and capability modernisa-
tion," Singh said.

Referring to the situation
along the Western borders,
he complimented the Indian
Army's response to cross bor-
der terrorism when the proxy
war by the adversary contin-
ues.

The defence minister also
complimented the Army
Chief Gen MM Naravane for
successfully leading the
Army in the last two-and-
half years of his tenure.

Singh also noted that the
present complex world situa-
tion could affect everyone
obally and that "unconven-
tional and asymmetric war-
fare, including hybrid war
will be part of the future con-
ventional wars."

He said cyber, information,
communication, trade and
finance sectors have all
become an inseparable part
of future conflicts and such a
scenario will require the
Armed forces to keep all
these facets in 

Five Dy Directors
among 27 finance

officers transferred
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: The Government
on Thursday transferred five
Deputy Directors among 27
officers of Finance
Department 

According to the order
issued by Atal Dulloo,
Financial Commissioner
(Additional Chief Secretary),
Finance Department,
Haroon Ahmad Bhat,
Deputy Director, Audit &
Inspections, Srinagar

AI’s Srinagar-Jammu flight
delayed after rat sighted

onboard; DGCA begins probe
STATE TIMES NEWS

NEW DELHI: A Srinagar-
Jammu flight of the Tata
group-run Air India was
delayed by approximately
two hours on Thursday after
a rat was sighted onboard
the aircraft, officials said.

Aviation regulator DGCA
has begun a probe into the
incident, officials said.

The flight departed from
the Srinagar airport after
the rat was removed 

Govt constitutes committee
for restructuring of JKEDI

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The government
on Thursday constituted
committee for restructuring
of the Jammu and Kashmir
E n t r e p r e n e u r s h i p
Development Institute
(JKEDI) .

"Sanction is hereby accord-
ed to the constitution of
Committee, for restructur-
ing of the Jammu and
Kashmir Entrepreneurship

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Terrorism is
the biggest form of human
rights violation and action

against terrorism cannot be
contradictory to human
rights, Union Home Minister

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Emphasising
a "nation-first" approach to
decision-making, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday said there cannot
be any compromise on the
unity and integrity of the
country and even decisions at
the local level should be made
on this touchstone.

Addressing civil servants on
the 15th Civil Services Day
at Vigyan Bhawan here, he
said every decision should be
evaluated on the basis of its
capacity to strengthen the
country's unity and integrity.

Modi said in the 

STATE TIMES NEWS
NEW DELHI: Union minis-
ter Jitendra Singh said on
Thursday that next genera-
tion reforms in governance
will be an important mile-
stone to achieve the vision of
'Atmanirbhar Bharat' (self-
reliant India).

Speaking during an event
at the Vigyan Bhawan here
to mark the 15th civil servic-
es day, he said the ultimate
objective of good governance
is to bring ease of living in
the life of a common man.

There is a need for choos-
ing right kind of indices for
Vision India@2047', he said
and urged civil servants also

to deliberate upon technolo-
gy-driven growth that lies
ahead.

The Minister of State for
Personnel said that soon
after becoming Prime
Minister in 2014, Narendra
Modi had given a mantra of
maximum governance, mini-
mum government'.

The minister said that
within three months of com-
ing to power in 2014, the
first Modi dispensation abol-
ished the century old colonial
practice of attestation of doc-
uments by a gazetted officer.

This gave a message to the
people that now there is a
government which has

courage and capacity to trust
the youth and citizens of its
own country, he said.

He said that in his
Independence Day speech
from the ramparts of the Red
Fort in 2015, Prime Minister
Modi had suggested the abo-
lition of interview, and mak-
ing job selection totally on
the basis of a written test for
providing level playing field.

Since 2016, the
Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT) subse-
quently abolished interviews
for Group-B (non- gazetted)
and Group-C posts in the
central government, 

Two killed, 28 injured
as bus falls into gorge

in Udhampur
STATE TIMES NEWS

UDHAMPUR/JAMMU:
Two persons were killed and
twenty-eight others injured
when a bus carrying a mar-
riage party skidded off the
road and rolled down into a
deep gorge in Jammu and
Kashmir's Udhampur dis-
trict, officials said on
Thursday.

The accident took place
near Rang-Udak village late
on Wednesday night, they
said, adding the bus was on
its way to Bland village.

Two persons were killed on
the spot while twenty-eight
others sustained injuries, the
officials said.

VIVEK SHARMA 
JAMMU/NEW DELHI: The
Central Bureau of Investigations
(CBI) on Thursday registered two
FIRs in connection with corruption
allegations levelled by former
Jammu and Kashmir Governor
Satya Pal Malik in the awarding of
contracts of a Group Medical
Insurance scheme for government
employees and another civil works
worth Rs 2,200 crore related to
Kiru Hydroelectric Power project
in the erstwhile J&K State.

The CBI, after registering the
FIRs, carried out searches on
Thursday morning at 14 locations
in Jammu, Srinagar, Delhi,
Mumbai, Noida in Uttar Pradesh,
Trivandrum in Kerala and
Darbhanga in Bihar.

In  Jammu,  the  CBI  sleuths  con-
ducted  raid  at  18-AA,  Gandhi  Nagar
the  official  residence  of  senior  IAS
officer  Navin  Kumar  Choudhary,

former  Chairman  of  Chenab  Valley
Power  Projects  (P)  Ltd,  presently
posted  as  Principal  Secretary,
Agriculture  Production  and
Farmers  Welfare.  Simultaneously,
a  similar  raid  was  also  conducted  at
Choudhary's  house  at  Darbanga  in

Bihar.  
CBI  sleuths  informed  that  besides

incriminating  documents  seized
from  Choudhary  residence,  the  CBI
team  has  seized  a  large  number  of
papers  related  to  investments  made
by  the  senior  IAS  officer.  Number

of  electronic  gadgets  including
iPAds,  laptops  and  Tabs  have  also
been  recovered.  Initially,
Choudhary  reportedly  misbehaved
with  the  raiding  team,  however,  the
professional  investigators  of  CBI
handled  the  situation  and  profes-
sionally  conducted  the  searches  and
seized  many  valuable  documents.

Sources  informed  that  the  invest-
ments  in  Insurance  companies  and
mutual  funds  will  only  lead  to
another  FIR  related  to  the  posses-
sion  of  assets  disproportionate  to
his  income.  The  entire  seized  record
is  being  scrutinized  by  the  experts,
said  CBI  officials.

The CBI has named Reliance
General Insurance and Trinity Re-
Insurance Brokers Limited as
accused in its FIR related to a con-

troversial health insurance scheme
for Jammu and Kashmir govern-
ment employees reportedly cleared
by Malik in the state administrative
council meeting on August 31,
2018.

"...unknown officials of Finance
Department of Government of
Jammu and Kashmir by abusing
their official position in conspiracy
and connivance with Trinity
Reinsurance Brokers Ltd, Reliance
General Insurance Company Ltd
and other unknown public servants
and private persons have commit-
ted the offences of criminal conspir-
acy and criminal misconduct to
cause pecuniary advantage to
themselves and caused wrongful
loss to state exchequer during the
period 2017 

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The Jammu and
Kashmir administration on
Thursday issued the formal
order for 50 percent remis-
sion in stamp duty for first-
time buyers of real estate in
the housing sector in the
union territory.

On February 25, the
Administrative Council
(AC), which had met under
the chairmanship of
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha, had approved the
remission in stamp duty for
first-time property buyers.

"In exercise of power con-
ferred by stamps act, the

government hereby directs
that there shall be remission
of fifty percent (50) of duty
chargeable under the said act
for the first time buyers or
lessees on purchase or lease
of more than 20 years of
immovable residential prop-
erty or apartment or house
or a residential plot from any
agency of government, or
development authority of
from developer of project
approved by RERA," said a
notification issued by
Additional Chief Secretary,
Finance, Atal Dulloo. The
Housing and 

Zubair gets addl charge
of Admin Secy Planning

STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: The government
on Friday assigned addition-
la charge to JKAS officer.

"Zubair Ahmad, JKAS,
shall hold the charge of
Administrative Secretary,
Planning, Development and
Monitoring Department, in
addition to his own duties,
till Sushma Chauhan, IAS
resumes her duties or till fur-
ther orders, whichever is 

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Top Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) commander
Yousuf Kantroo, one of the
longest surviving terrorists in
the Valley, was among three
terrorists killed in Baramulla
district on Thursday, police
said.

Kantroo was involved in the
killings of several security
forces personnel as well as
civilians and was among the
top 10 most wanted ultras in
the Kashmir valley, they said.

With Kantroo's killing, the
security forces achieved a
major success, a police

spokesman said.
He said acting on specific

information about the pres-
ence of terrorists in the

Malwah area of Baramulla in
north Kashmir, security
forces launched a cordon and
search operation there.

As the search party reached
the suspected spot during the
operation, the hiding terror-
ists fired indiscriminately at
them, injuring four soldiers,
including one officer, and a
policeman, the spokesman
added.

In the ensuing encounter,
three terrorists of proscribed
terror outfit LeT, including
dreaded terrorist commander
Kantroo, were killed and
their bodies retrieved from
the gunbattle site, he said.

Kantroo earlier had joined
as an OGW of HM 

SEHR TIME: 
04:23 (APRIL 23)
IFTAAR TIME: 

07:09  (APRIL 22)

Ramzan Mubarak

Two J&K BJP leaders
arrested for demanding

money for release of detainee
STATE TIMES NEWS

SRINAGAR: Two BJP lead-
ers, including a district pres-
ident, were arrested on
Thursday in Jammu and
Kashmir's Bandipora on
charges of extorting money
from a woman for getting
her brother released, officials
said.

They have been identified
as BJP's district president
Bandipora Abdul Rehman
Tikri and sarpanch Mushtaq
Ahmad, the officials said.

Despite COVID, Rs 52,088 Cr investment
proposals approved for J&K: LG

Says SFs succeeded in breaking backbone of terror eco-system;
invites saints, devotees of Kashi for Amarnath Yatra

Rajnath asks Army to prepare for
every possible security challenge

Formal order issued for 50 pc remission in stamp
duty for first-time property buyers in J&K

Top LeT commander Yousuf Kantroo
among three terrorists eliminated 

Terrorism biggest form of human
rights violation: Amit Shah

Adopt ‘nation-first’ approach to decision
making: Modi to civil servants

Next generation governance reforms will be important to
achieve vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat: Dr Jitendra 

LG Manoj Sinha addressing at the book launch ceremony at
BHU Varanasi on Thursday.

CBI raids IAS officer Navin Choudhary’s 2 residences, 12
other locations; documents showing huge investments seized

Sinha launches night parking facility
at Jammu & Srinagar Airports

JAMMU/ SRINAGAR: Lieutenant Governor Manoj Sinha
Thursday launched the Night Parking Facility at Jammu and
Srinagar Airports which will ensure late night and early
morning take-offs from the airports.

Speaking on the occasion, the Lt Governor said that the sig-
nificant initiative will ease Air travelling for all with multipli-
er effect on the hospitality industry.

"I congratulate the Airport authorities, officials and the peo-
ple of J&K for the operationalisation of new Night Parking
facilities of Go First aircraft at Jammu 

Home Minister, Amit Shah addressing at 13th Raising Day
ceremony of NIA in New Delhi. 

Apni Party Women
Wing VP detained for

cheating; released 
STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: Jammu City
police on Thursday evening
detained Apni Party Women
Wing Vice President
Pavneet Kour for her
alleged involvement in
cheating and fraud cases.

FIR 20/2022 was regis-
tered against Pavneet Kour,
wife of Harpreet Singh, res-
ident of Rampura, Nai
Basti, under section 420 of
IPC at Residency Police
Post under the jurisdiction
of City Police Station. The
complaint was lodged by
one Deepa Kumari, wife of
Rajkumar, resident of
Residency Road, Jammu
against Pavneet Kour.

According to FIR,
Pavneet  opened a computer
coaching centre in area and
allegedly after taking
money

Anantnag bags PM’s Award for
Excellence in Public Administration

ANANTNAG: Prime Minister Narendra Modi conferred the
Prime Minister's Awards for Excellence in Public
Administration on Thursday on the occasion of 15th Civil
Services Day at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi to Dr Piyush
Singla, Deputy Commissioner 

PM Narendra Modi conferring Award for Excellence in Public Admn to
DC Anantnag Dr Piyush Singla. MoS PMO Dr. Jitendra Singh is also seen.

CBI team at IAS officer Navin Choudhary's Jammu residence 18-A
Gandhi Nagar on Thursday. (Pic by Shilpa Thakur)

CBI registers two FIRs related to graft allegations 
by former J&K Guv Satya Pal Malik
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