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Slathia pays glowing tributes
to Dr B RAmbedkar

Vlce Preszdent Pradesh BJP Surjeet Slngh Slathia
addressing a gathering at Samba.
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SAMBA: Former minister
and Vice President
Pradesh BJP Surjeet
Singh Slathia on Friday
paid glowing tributes to

Father of Indian
Constitution, Dr Bhim
Rao Ambedkar, saying

India will always remain
indebted to his contribu-
tion in laying sound foun-
dations of democracy and
working towards carving
out a society based on
human values and social
Jjustice.

Speaking at a function,
held to commemorate the
birth  anniversary  of
Babasaheb at BJP
District Headquarters
here, Mr Slathia said the
visionary legal luminary
will continue to inspire
generations, as his tireless
efforts to strengthen
amity and working

AM Hyunda1 Kathu launches New Verna

towards realisation of the

dream of just society have

yielded positive results.
The homage giving func-

tion was organized by
Block Development
Councillor Ramesh
Chander.

"The spirit of inclusive-
ness is to be maintained
and bequeathed to the
posterity", he said and
lauded the role of Dr
Ambedkar in bringing
about harmony between
various sections of people
during most testing times
of Indian history.

Dwelling in detail on the
life and contribution of
the Architect of
Constitution, the Pradesh
Vice President said that
Baba Saheb will continue
to inspire generations, as
his tireless efforts in
strengthening the bonds
between various segments

Rajinder Smgh Chalrman MC Kathua launching car.
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KATHUA: AM Hyundai,
Signature Club Dealership
of Jammu Region on
launched all-New Hyundai
Verna at their dealership at
A M Hyundai Kathua
Opposite Chenab Textile
Mill. Speaking at the
Launch of the all-new
Hyundai Verna , Jatinder
Gupta, Chairman AM
Hyundai Group said, "Today,
we are embarking on a new
journey with the launch of
the all-new Hyundai
VERNA. Our ambitions and

vision for this new sedan
have culminated in an amal-
gamation of advanced tech-
nology, scintillating design
and superior performance
that create Futuristic and
Ferocious mobility experi-
ences. The new Hyundai
Verna was unveiled by
Rajinder Singh (Chairman
Of Muncipal Committee)

Kathua. Present at the
Launch were Managing
Director ~AM  Hyundai

Group Sanjay Mahajan
,Directors Ankur Mahajan
and Akshay Mahajan.

of society and working
towards realisation of the
dream of just society have
yielded positive results.
The various other speak-
ers also paid their homage
to the Babasaheb and
dwelt upon various facets
of his life. They said the
nation will always remem-
ber with a sense of pride
the Messiah of weaker sec-
tions of society who gave
the country a Constitution

that has withstood the test
of times.
Former Minister

Chander Parkash Ganga
DDC Chairman Samba
Keshav Dutt Sharma
Prabhari Narayan Singh
chairman Municipal
Corporation Samba Pawan
Kohli Prabhari Manish
Khajuria BDC Chairman
Anita  Devi, Rashpal
Verma General Secretary
OBC, Inderjeet Sharma
General Secretary BJP
Organisation Samba and
Kashmira Singh President
BJP Samba were among
those who paid tributes to
Babasaheb.

They said that the best
tribute to Baba Sahib
would be to work for
strengthening bonds of
amity and brotherhood
between various segments
of society.

Reservation is due to efforts

f pr _An_'lbkr: 1 am

Former Minister Mula Ram and others paying
tributes to Dr Bhim Rao Ambedkar:
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KHOUR: On the eve of Dr.
B. R Ambedkar's
Birthday, various social
organizations, welfare
organizations, market
associations, people of
Marh and Raipur Domana
felicitated former Rural
Department and social
Welfare Minister at a
largely and well attended
function at patta Borhi
Jammu.

‘While paying tributes to
Dr. B. R Ambedkar on his
Birthday, Mula Ram
described him as architect
of indian Constitution. He
said Dr. B. R ambedkar
was a great social reformer
and legal luminary. He was
towering national leader
who contributed immense-
ly to the social awakening
and economic emancipa-
tion of most suppressed
segments of Indian society.
Mula Ram also recapped

his contributions for S/C
community and other
Deprived sections of socie-
ty. He also said Congress
party implemented the
philosophy and ideology of
Dr. Ambedkar by proving
representation to SC, ST,
women in various demo-
cratic and private institu-
tions.

Others who spoke on
occasion, Rajinder Kumar

Happy, Laksh Bhagat,
Ajay Lakhotra, Bittu
Rampal , Shanta

Bhagat,Bhavnayu

Shashi,Rashpal Kataria
Ramlal, Zinda, Verra,
Kaku, Puran, Ashok
Shivgotra, Sham Singh

and many others. Rajinder
Kumar Happy, Laksh
Bhagat and Bhavnyu
thanked people and social
organizations for their
support to make Baba
Bhim Rao Ambedkar
Jayanti a great success.

Raina, Jugal, Nanda, Khalsa pay obeisance at

Baba Banda Singh Bahadur Gurdwara
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POONCH: J&K BJP
President Ravinder Raina
and MP (Lok Sabha) Jugal
Kishore Sharma accompa-
nied by former Minister Ajay
Nanda, former MLC
Charanjit Singh Khalsa paid
obeisance at Baba Banda
Singh Bahadur Gurudwara
at Reasi.

Senior BJP leaders also
participated in the celebra-
tions of Khalsa Sthapna
Diwas.

Mandal President Ramesh
Kumar, District  Vice-
President Anil Kumar, Ward
Member Amit Sharma,
Sarpanch Bodh Raj and oth-
ers also accompanied senior
BJP leaders on the pious
occasion.

Senior BJP leaders lis-
tened to the 'Shabd Kirtan'
and Performed 'Ardas' on the
religious occasion.

Ravinder Raina, while
remembering the roles of
Khalsa seers in giving new
direction to the society, high-
lighted the sacrifices of Guru
Gobind Singh ji, Guru Teg
Bahadur ji, four Sahibzada's
of Guru Gobind Singh ji
Maharaj and other great
seers of Khalsa Panth. He
said that the Sthapna Diwas
celebrated on Baisakhi as It
was on this day in 1699,
when the tenth Guru of

3-day Historic Dev1ka Ba1sakh1 Mela commences

m STATE TIMES NEWS
UDHAMPUR: Chairperson
District Development
Council, Udhampur, Lal
Chand on Friday inaugurat-
ed the 3-day Historic
Baisakhi Mela here on the
bank of holy Devika rivulet in
Udhampur town.

Vice Chairperson DDC
Juhi Manhas Pathania;
DDC member, Udhampur-1,
Puran Chand; DDC member;

Majalta, Amit Sharma;
Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Joginder
Singh Jasrotia; Assistant
Commissioner Revenue,

Rafiq Ahmed Jaral; Mela
Officer, GM DIC, Pankaj
Anand; Deputy DEO,
Gurdev Kumar; District
Information Officer,
Rajinder Digra and other
officers, Councillors,
Representatives of Beopar
Mandal and prominent eciti-
zens were also present.
Speaking on the occasion,

Rajouri honours martyrs with

DC RLZ]OMI’I Vikas Kundal aﬁ‘er maugumtmg Balzdan Stambh.
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RAJOURI: In a moving cere-
mony, Deputy Commissioner
Vikas Kundal on Friday inau-
gurated the Balidan Stambh
dedicated to the memory of all
those who made the supreme
sacrifice for the liberation of
Rajouri. The monument
stands as a symbol of the undy-
ing spirit and valour of the
brave-hearts who laid down
their lives to defend the honour
and dignity of the land.

The inangural ceremony was
attended by eminent digni-
taries and representatives of
the local community, including
President MC  Rajouri,
Mohammad Arif, Ex MLC
Vibodh Gupta, , Former
Municipal Council president
Rajnder  Gupta,  Senior
Coungillor, Pushpinder Gupta,
Councillor, Mamta Dutt,
Councillor Yogesh Sharma,
Councillor, Kuldeep Raj,
Balidan Stambh Committee
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President, Ashok Gupta, polit-
ical leader; Dinesh Sharma,
besides prominent persons,
Nishi Kant Saraf, Hardev
Verma, Sarpanch Yogesh
Sharma, Sardar Narman
Singh, Naseer Ahmed, mem-
bers of Martyrs' Families and
social workers further added to
the solemnity of the occasion.
Speaking at the inaugural
ceremony, the Deputy
Commissioner praised the sac-
rifices of the brave hearts who
gave their lives for the libera-
tion of Rajouri. He emphasized
that the Balidan Stambh
would not only serve as a sym-
bol of their bravery but also as
a reminder of the importance

;nauguratlon of Balidan Stambh

of valuing and protecting the
freedom of the people.

He further added that the
monument would inspire peo-
ple to emulate the courage and
selflessness of the martyrs who
sacrificed their lives for the
greater good. He also urged
everyone to work towards
building a stronger, more unit-
ed Rajouri that upholds the
values of peace, harmony and
inclusiveness.

President MC Rajouri,
Mohammad Arif, emphasized
the importance of remember-
ing the sacrifices made by the
brave-hearts who fought for
the liberation of Rajouri. He
said that the monument would
inspire future generations to
uphold the values of freedom,
democracy, and human dignity.

He also stressed the need to
preserve the memory of the
martyrs who gave their lives for
the cause of Rajouri's libera-
tion. He further stated that
this monument is open for all,
anyone who wishes to pay
respects to our heroes are wel-
come. He said that MC Rajouri
is committed to the welfare of
the citizens.

CAO inaugurates Pouni FPO
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REASI: An office of Pouni Farmers Producer Organisation
(FPO Pouni) was inaugurated in main Bazar Pouni by Chief
Agriculture Officer, Harbans Singh in the presence of promi-
nent citizens and PRI Members. The CEO Pouni Surinder
Sharma presented a detailed work plan with the focus to
increase membership drive. Around 105 farmers have regis-
tered in the organisation so far. The Chief Agriculture Officer
stressed upon increasing the membership with the active partie-
ipation of small and marginal farmers of the area so that more
equity grant could be realized for effective utilization in its man-
agement. He also suggested for establishment of Spices grind-
ing and packing unit under PMFME as a part of ODOP and
assured issuing of seed and fertilizer licenses. Among others,
Jaspal Singh sarpanch Bharakh, Suraj Prakash, Sarpanch
Kund Khanyari and Bharat Singh Sarpanch Allya also spoke
on the occasion. Later, the CAO visited the Apiculture unit of
Dev Raj who is rearing 110 bee colonies. Narinder Sharma i/e
Apiculture development Assistant; S. Harmeet Singh AEA
accompanied the Chief Agriculture Officer during Tour.

Chairperso DDC Udhampur, Lal Chand inauguatingMela.

the  Chairperson DDC
extended his warm wishes to
the people on the auspicious
Baisakhi day and hoped that
the festival will bring peace,
prosperity and harmony in
the UT. He added that the
historic Mela on the sacred
Devika Ghat has its own sig-
nificance in which people
from all walks of life are
curious to visit and take holy
bath in the sacred devika
rivulet during the mela.

The DDC Chairperson reit-
erated that such melas bring

Traditional fervour
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KATHUA: The Baisakhi
festival was celebrated with
traditional fervour and gai-
ety across Kathua district.
The festival, also known as
Vaisakhi, marks the begin-
ning of the Sikh New Year
and the harvest season. The
festivities were held and
people from all communities
participated with ardency.

The main celebrations
were held at the Gurdwara
in Jasrota, Kathua, where
devotees gathered to offer
prayers and seek blessings.
The Gurdwara was decorat-
ed with lights and flowers
and the atmosphere was
filled with the reciting of
devotional hymns.

Similarly, a large number
of people turned up for spe-
cial prayers at the famous
Airwan temple near Nagri
to mark this special day.

Baisakhi Mela was also
held at Ramlila Ground,

people of different religions,
races and regions closer
which would help to maintain
harmony amongst all the sec-
tions of the society.

The District administration
has made elaborate arrange-
ments for the smooth conduct
of the Mela like uninterrupt-
ed power, drinking water, san-
itation, medicare, Joint
Control Room, assistance
booth and security besides
various departments have put
up their departmental stalls.

A number of temporary

sweet shops, toy shops and
other eatables corners set up
by the local and outside ven-
dors were the main attraction
for the general public visiting
the mela site.

The Chairperson DDC
along with Vice Chairperson
DDC took a round and
inspected the stalls set up by
various departments for dis-
seminating information
about various welfare and
other schemes launched by
the GOL

In the evening, a scintillat-
ing cultural programme was
organised by  Distriet
Information Centre,
Udhampur on the first day of
historic Devika Baisakhi
Mela wherein Chairperson
DDC Udhampur was the
chief guest. People from all
walks of life witnessed the

cultural bonanza and were
entertained with Dogri musice
and folk dances presented by
the local artists.

Ragi Jathas delivering religious sermons at Kathua.

Kathua, where local arti-
sans and other vendors put
up their stalls including
local food and eraft to mark
successful harvest of Rabi
crops.

Apart from religious con-
gregations, a series of cul-
tural programs and events
were also organized across
the district to mark the
occasion. Traditional folk
dances, music performanc-
es, and street plays were
held in different parts of the

district, showcasing the rich
cultural heritage of the
region.

The festival was also an
occasion to promote com-
munal harmony and broth-
erhood among different
communities. People of all
faiths participated in the
celebrations, highlighting
the spirit of unity and diver-
sity that is a hallmark of the
region.

Speaking on the occasion,
DC Kathua Rahul Pandey

Ambedkar Welfare Trust celebrates 132nd
birth anniversary of Dr B R Ambedkar
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UDHAMPUR: Ambedkar Welfare Trust,
Udhampur on Friday celebrated 132nd birth
anniversary of Bharat Ratana Baba Saheb
Dr:B.R.Ambedkar. Thousands of people belong-
ing to different areas of Udhampur district, sen-
ior citizens, various organizations and civil soci-
ety participated in the event. DIG Udhampur
Reasi Range, Mohammad Suleman Chowdhary
was the chief guest on the occasion while
Subhash  Deputy Director
Chander Dogra was the guest of honor.
Suleman Chowdhary, in his presidential
address, said that Baba Saheb Ambedkar had
gifted us with an apt and uniquely written con-
stitution that embodies the principles of achiev-
ing oneness among people followers of distantly
related philosophies and bringing unity in diver-
sity assuring equality among all. India has been
recognized as one of the most vibrant democra-
cies of the world because of its largest written
constitution, he added. Among others who pre-
sented their views on different aspects related to
the life, education, struggle, achievements and
contribution of Dr Ambedkar in engineering

India as modern democracy included Hazi

Information
mer

Zakkar, President Gujjar Sabha Udhampur,
Ram Lal Bhagat, President Kabir Sabha
Udhampur, Mulkhi Raj Bhamagi, Chairman
International
Udhampur, Ashok Kumar Master and Tara
Nath Retd ZEO. On the oceasion, various cul-
tural items including skits and songs depicting
life struggle of Baba Sahib were also presented
by the students of SRKC School of Education
and Shiv Vidyalya Lansi. The trust honored for-
Professor
Swantantra Dev Kotwal and Ram Lal Bhagat
for their exemplary services in their respective
fields. Also, qualifiers of NEET 2023 and
JKAS 2021-22 batches were also honored and
presented the certificate of commendation.
Earlier, the birth anniversary celebrations began
with a massive rally comprising thousands of
bikers and four wheelers amidst chanting of slo-
gans of Jai Bhim, Indian Constitution
Sarvochay hai and Bharat Mata ki Jai.

Professor Tara Nath (President of the Trust)
highlighted the activities being carried out by
the trust in service of the society.

Human Rights  Society

Prem Chand, Advocate

J&K BJP President Ravmder Rama
MP Jugal Kishore Sharma and others during the event.

Sikhs, Guru Gobind Singh Ji
established the Khalsa
Panth.

Raina said that with the
foundation of Khalsa Panth,
Guru Gobind Singh Ji eradi-
cated all existing social divi-
sions. The Khalsa Panth
states that the lowest of the
low have the right to stand
with the highest; all are one
and have the right to drink
"Amrit" from the same ves-
sel.

Jugal Kishore remember-
ing great Banda Singh
Bahadur said that he was an
example of self-sacrifice,
which none else in history
has excelled. The patience
with which Baba Banda
Bahadur and his associates
bore all the tortures, they
were subjected to, and with
all the severe persecutions
and their bold refusal to give
up their 'Dharma’, they have
become the epitome of sacri-

fice for humankind.

Ajay Nada said that
Baisakhi is a festival for the
farmers in the country. It is a
festival that marks the har-
vesting of the first Rabi crop
or the summer crop and is
hence celebrated in North
India with great fervor.

Charanjit Singh Khalsa
said that the pious occasion
of Khalsa Sthapna Diwas
and Baisakhi gives us the
important message that the
religion of humanity is above
all. We should stand together
and spread kindness and
happiness.

Mahant Jatinder Singh
Sodhi, Dr. Shiv Shankar
Singh, and other prominent
felicitated Ravinder Raina,
Jugal Kishore Sharma, Ajay
Nanda, and Charanjit Singh
Khalsa on the occasion.

BJP leaders also planted
saplings in the sacred garden
to mark the occasion.

Kathua Admn conducts doorstep campaign under
SVEEP to promote Voter registration, participation
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KATHUA: The District Administration Kathua, in collabora-
tion with the District Election Office organised a series of
activities under SVEEP (Systematic Voters' Education and
Electoral Participation) in different parts of the district on
Friday. These programmes were organised with an aim to pro-
mote voter education and awareness especially among young

voters and the general publie.

The Election staff including BLOs, Supervisors conducted
Door to door campaigns for up-dating of electoral rolls by fill-
ing on the spot registration forms for new eligible voters,
besides filling forms for correction and deletion of names

which have been provisioned

under Special Summary

Revision-2023. Meanwhile, SVEEP Van- the dedicated vehi-
cle, continued the tour of remote areas of the district and vis-
ited Khokhyal, Jarai, Nagri, Bigwan, Muthi and Jakhbar
areas to educate voters about the importance of their Right
to Franchise and to promote democratic values and principles.

The District Election Office is also distributing Pamphlets
to encourage prospective voters to register themselves as vot-
ers in order to exercise their right to vote in elections.\ The
campaign was also targeting and engaging youth to be an
ambassador and spread the word about the importance of par-
ticipating in the democratic process of election and contribut-
ing to the development of our nation. During the day-long
events, people were encouraged to join hands with the govern-
ment and other stakeholders to promote voter education and

participation.

said, "Baisakhi is a signifi-
cant festival for the people of
our region. It is a time when
we come together to cele-
brate our cultural heritage
and promote communal har-
mony. I am delighted to see
people from all communities
participating in the festivi-
ties with great enthusiasm.
The festival is a time for
renewal, and it is heartening
to see the community come
together to celebrate our tra-
ditions and culture."

REASTI: The two day annu-
al mela on the eve of
Baisakhi concluded today,
here at Dera Baba Banda
Bahadur Shrine.

Thousands of devotees
paid obeisance at the historie
Gurdwara of Dera Baba
Banda Bahadur Bairagi in
Dera village of Reasi district
on the second day of the
Baisakhi festival.

The 300-year-old Dera
Baba Bandha Bahadur

Shrine has a historic
Gurdwara, with the samadhi
of Banda Bahadur. Besides,
it has the ashes of Banda
Bahadur, an arrow and other
weapons, including a huge
sword given to him by Guru
Gobind Singh Ji.

The devotees hailing from
different parts of Jammu
province and adjoining
States of Punjab, Haryana,
Chandigarh and Delhi par-
ticipated with great enthusi-
asm in the Mela and sought
blessings of Dera Baba
Bandha Bahadur shrine.

The mela witnessed the
display of all the belongings
of the Baba. The Gurdwara
Management Committee of
Dera Baba had made elabo-
rate arrangements for the
stay of devotees.

The District
Administration has made
arrangements of drinking
water, power supply and san-
itation at the mela site.

Sant Nirankari Mission holds
open Satsang programme

= STATE TIMES NEWS

KATHUA: Sant Nirankari Mission branch Nagri Parole holds
an open Satsang programme at outskirts of Kathua in which

a large number of

devotees of the Mission from nearby

branches and other people from all walks of life participated
with enthusiasm in the spiritual congregation.

Ajit Singh Zonal Incharge, Sant Nirankari Mandal zone
Jammu addressed the gathering with spiritual massage of the
Mission which aims at establishing love, peace and prosperity
of mankind. He exhorted upon the basic need of all human
beings to follow the preaching of all the Revered saints who
during their whole liferemained engrossed in removing the
darkness of ignorance which is the main cause of sufferings
and sorrows of human beings. He said, as long as the man
remains forgetful of the truth, the all-pervading God, there is
no end to his miseries like jealousy, hatred, enmity. All these
evils in society and mankind at large are due to lack of divine
knowledge of the atomic principle that is unfortunately pres-
ent in all. One who knows principle of Atma, knows everything

Ajit Singh added.

B R Nirankari Sanyojak Kathua and m any renowned per-
sons from civil society attended the spiritual congregation and
got blessings through the divine massage. Dr. Nardev Singh
Mukhi Branch Nagri Parole presented vote of thanks. Guru
ka Langer (Prasad) was also served to all.



