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GULMARG: With an aim to
enhance public participation in
the upcoming General
Elections to Lok Sabha, 2024,
the District Election Officer
(DEO) Baramulla, Minga
Sherpa on Tuesday kick started
a mega Voter Awareness pro-
gramme under Systematic
Voters' Education and
Electoral Participation
(SVEEP) initiative at the
International tourist destina-
tion Gulmarg.

The DEO kick-started the
proceedings of the  event at the
majestic Afarwat Peak, stand-
ing at 14,500 feet above the sea
level, where hundreds of
tourists visiting from across
India captured memorable self-
ies at the SVEEP selfie stand
set up by the District
Administration Baramulla

Minga Sherpa interacted with
the tourists and took selfies
with them at the SVEEP selfie
stand while encouraging them
to participate in the upcoming

Lok Sabha Elections 2024.
As part of the campaign, a

vibrant snow bike and ski rally
was held which was flagged-off
by Minga Sherpa from the
Kongdori Ski-Point, to encour-
age youth especially first time
voters to participate in the elec-
toral process. Youth from
across the Baramulla district
participated in the rally which
culminated near the Gondola
Phase-I.

At the Kongdori, the DEO
visited the state of art Mock

Igloo Polling Station construct-
ed by the youth services depart-
ment with a theme "Vote for
democracy" under SVEEP ini-
tiative. The election officials
demonstrated to the visiting
tourists the process of seamless
use of the Electronic Voting
Machine (EVM) at the polling
centre, thereby empowering
them to effectively participate
in the democratic process.

Speaking during the event,
Minga Sherpa said that the pri-
mary objective behind organiz-

ing such events is to enhance
voter awareness and boost the
public participation in the elec-
toral process in the upcoming
Lok Sabha Elections of 2024.

The DEO further empha-
sized the importance of every
citizen's active involvement in
the democratic process, under-
lining that a well-informed elec-
torate is fundamental to ensur-
ing a vibrant and representa-
tive democracy.

Nodal Officer SVEEP,
Sapna Kotwal emphasized the

role of SVEEP in educating
people about the electoral
process and entrusted the
media to give wide publicity to
such events for the wholesome
voter awareness.

Later, a vibrant cultural pro-
gramme was organized under
SVEEP at the Club Park
Gulmarg, where students from
different schools and other
artists showcased their per-
formances and participated in
the painting competition focus-
ing on voter awareness.

Mega SVEEP programme held at Ski-Resort Gulmarg
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BANDIPORA: As part of
the Systematic Voters'
Education and Electoral
Participation (SVEEP)
initiative, District
Administration Bandipora
on Tuesday organized a
mega awareness program
for first time voters at
Mini Secretariat
Bandipora.

The program started with
an engaging and informa-
tive interaction of District
Election Officer (DEO)
Bandipora, Shakeel ul
Rehman with the partici-
pants aimed at empower-
ing young women who are
preparing to cast their
votes for the first time.

While interacting with
the first-time female vot-
ers, the DEO highlighted
the value of informed deci-
sion-making and responsi-
ble voting.

On the occasion,
Kindergartens from vari-
ous schools  joined hands
to celebrate and support
first-time female voters by
presenting them flowers.
This heart-warming ges-
ture was aimed to recog-
nize the importance of
participation  of first-time
female voters in the elec-
toral process and to inspire
confidence and enthusiasm
in exercising their demo-

cratic right.
Later, an awareness pro-

gramme was held in con-
ference hall mini secretari-
at Bandipora which was
presided over by Dy DEO
Bandipora, Mohammad
Rafeeq Bhat and was
attended by first time
female voters, ASHA
Workers and the staff to be
deployed for pink polling
stations.

Addressing the gather-
ing, the Dy DEO  high-
lighted the  role of Booth
Level Awareness Groups
(BAGs) for ethical voting
campaign and in facilitat-
ing voters besides empha-
sizing their role in aware-
ness generation among vot-
ers.

The program also wit-
nessed demonstrations and
training to female employ-
ees  for handling EVMs
and other polling equip-
ment aimed at ensuring
smooth and efficient oper-
ations during the polling
process.

Among others, the pro-
gram was attended by
Chief Education Officer
Bandipora, Dr. G. M.
Pujoo; District Level
Master Trainer,
Mohammad Iqbal Samoon;
Coordinator SVEEP activ-
ities Arsallan Habib and
other concerned.

Empowering first time female voters:
Awareness programme held 

DEO Bandipora, Shakeel ul Rehman interacting 
with students. 


