4 STATETiMES e Wednesday e April 16, 2025

Historic 3- day Baisakhi Devika Mela concludes;

m STATE TIMES NEWS
UDHAMPUR: The historie
three-day Baisakhi Devika
mela, which commenced on
April 13, 2025, on the sacred
banks of the holy Devika
rivulet in Udhampur town,
concluded today amidst
immense enthusiasm and
devotion.

The event witnessed an
overwhelming participation
of over 60,000 visitors and
devotees from various parts
of Jammu Province.

On the concluding day,
Member Legislative
Assembly Udhampur West,
Pawan Kumar Gupta, graced
the occasion as the chief
guest, while Additional
District Development
Commissioner Udhampur,
Rajinder Singh was the guest
of honour and DDC Member
Narsoo, Subash Chander,
DIO/ CEO, Municipality,
Rajinder Digra, Mela Officer
Tehsildar Udhampur, Jai

' MLA Udhampur West, Pawan Kumar Gupta along with other dignitaries during the Mela.

Singh were the special guests
at the concluding day:.

‘While addressing the gath-
ering, the chief guest lauded
the tireless efforts of the
District Administration for
smooth and successful organ-
ization of this grand event.
He extended warm congratu-
lations to the public for their
enthusiastic  participation
and stated that such tradi-
tional fairs are not only

reflective of our rich and
diverse cultural heritage but
also serve as a major attrac-
tion for tourists. He further
emphasized that these melas
significantly contribute to the
economic upliftment of the
region and act as vital plat-
forms for promoting brother-
hood, peace and prosperity.
He also underlined the
importance of preserving and
promoting the region's cul-

Assessment camp for specially abled persons held

Locals partmpatmg in camp at Poonch
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POONCH: The District
Social Welfare Department, in
collaboration  with  the
Artificial Limbs
Manufacturing Corporation
of India (ALIMCO), on
Tuesday  organized  an
Assessment Camp for Persons
with Disabilities here at Dak
Banglow Surankote .

The camp was held under
the guidance of Deputy

Commissioner Vikas Kundal
and supervised by District
Social ~ Welfare  Officer
(DSWO) Wakeel Ahmed Batt.
The initiative was part of the
flagship ADIP (Assistance to
Disabled Persons for
Purchase/Fitting of Aids and
Appliances) Scheme, aimed at
identifying eligible beneficiar-
ies and assessing their needs
for assistive devices and pros-
thetic aids. The focus was on

empowering individuals from

remote and underserved
areas.
A dedicated team of medical

professionals and technical
experts conducted thorough
assessments to ensure that
each individual receive cus-
tomized and appropriate sup-
port devices. The camp wit-
nessed significant community
participation, with local resi-
dents, beneficiaries, and com-
munity leaders expressing
appreciation for the initiative.
They highlighted its impact on
enhancing mobility, independ-
ence, and dignity among dif-
ferently-abled and elderly pop-
ulations.

These outreach initiatives
are vital in fostering inclusive
erowth, enhancing accessibili-
ty, and upholding the commit-
ment to leaving no one behind
in the journey of social and
econonic development.

tural legacy, stating that
melas like the Baisakhi
Devika Mela are indispensa-
ble parts of our cultural iden-
tity, encouraging the younger
generation to stay connected
with their roots.

The three day mela was
organized under the overall

supervision  of  Deputy
Commissioner Udhampur,
Saloni Rai, the District

Administration made ade-

over 60 000 devotees, v151tors partlclpate

quate arrangements for the
successful culmination of the
event. These included robust
measures for security, water,
power supply, medical care,
traffic regulation and sanita-
tion to ensure a safe and
enjoyable experience for all
visitors.

The mela featured a num-
ber of temporary sweet shops,
toy shops and other eateries
by both locals and outside
vendors, attracting the gener-
al public visiting the mela
site.

During the three-day mela,
Information  Department
Udhampur presented cultur-
al programme in which local
artists including students
from various educational
institutions and folk artists
from surrounding areas pre-
sented performances depict-
ing the traditions of the area
and theme-based skits, which
were highly appreciated by
the audience.

GDC Ramgarh hosts seminar on Cyber
bullying and Anti- Bullymg Policies
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RAMGARH: Government
Degree  College (GDC)
Ramgarh, organized a semi-
nar on "Cyber bullying and
Implementing Anti-Bullying
Policies in Schools" under
the aegis of the National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC).

The event was conducted
under the esteemed guid-
ance and supervision of
Prof. (Dr.) Meeru Abrol,
Principal of the college with
the aim to raise awareness
about the growing concern
of cyber bullying and the
importance of creating safe
and inclusive environments
in educational institutions.

The whole event was
organized and coordinated
by Prof. Sandeep Kumari.
Several students took part
in the seminar with great
enthusiasm, presenting
insightful and well-prepared
perspectives on the issue of
cyber bullying and the

A student expressing views during the seminar.

importance of implementing
anti-bullying policies in
schools.

The presentations were
evaluated by an esteemed
panel of judges comprising
Prof. Brham Dutt and
Ashok Kumar.

Chahat of Semester IV
secured the First Position,
while the Second Position
was jointly awarded to
Kirandeep of Sem. VI and
Harmandeep of Sem. IV.

The Third Position was
shared by Ruhi and Alisha,
both from Semester VI. The
event concluded with a

warm and appreciative vote
of thanks delivered by Prof.
Brham Dutt, who acknowl-
edged the efforts of all par-
ticipants, faculty members,
and organizers for making
the event a meaningful suc-
cess.

The seminar also wit-
nessed active participation

from faculty members
including  Dr.  Shivali
Panjgotra, Dr. Neeraj,

Priya, and Anjali as well as
large number of students
who contributed to the pro-
gram's suceess through their
involvement and curiosity.

Delegation of JKTF meets with MLLA Shagun Parihar
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KISHTWAR: On the direc-
tion of State President
Mohd Ashraf Sheikh, a del-
egation of the Jammu and
Kashmir Teachers' Forum
(JKTF), led by Provincial
President Jammu Sanjeet
Sharma, met with MLA
Kishtwar Shagun Parihar
to discuss pressing issues
affecting teachers & stu-
dents in the region.

The delegation urged
MLA Parihar to address
the vacancies of
Headmasters, Masters, and
Teachers in District
Kishtwar.

The delegation sought
MLA Parihar's intervention
in resolving issues related
to ATD and transfer policy

for Teachers appointed
under the ReTs Scheme.
The JKTF delegation

emphasized the need to

JKTF delegation calling on MLA Shagun Parihar at Kishtwar.

reinstate the old pension
scheme, citing the inade-
quacies of the New
Pension Scheme (NPS).
The delegation requested
MLA Parihar to that
rationalization of Teachers
should be on PTR basis
especially in hard zones, to
ensure students' interests
are protected.

DC releases booklet Visual Highlights of Dev
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KATHUA: District
Development  Commissioner
Dr: Rakesh Minhas on Tuesday

released a dedicated booklet
titled 'Visual Highlights of
Development under District
Capex Budget 2024-25'".

Compiled by the Chief
Planning Office, the booklet
captures the breadth and
impact of developmental initia-
tives carried out across the dis-
trict during the last financial
year.

The publication reflects a
focused and inclusive approach
adopted under Dr. Minhas's
leadership, aiming to align gov-
ernment, initiatives with grass-
roots-level needs and aspira-
tions. By prioritizing genuine
public demands during the
preparation and execution of
the Capex Budget, the district
administration has succeeded
in translating policy into mean-

under D1str1ct Capex Budget 2024 25

DDC Dr. Rakesh Minhas and other releasing booklet at Kathua.

ingful on-ground transforma-
tion.

The documented highlights
include progress made in edu-
cation infrastructure, health-
care  accessibility,  water
resource management and
community development.
Special attention has been
given to rural areas, with initia-
tives that address long-stand-

g challenges while promoting
resilience, equity and opportu-
nity.

The administration also made
key interventions to improve
rural connectivity, safety, and
environmental sustainability.
New ifrastructure supporting
youth engagement, health
awareness, and social uplift-
ment forms a central part of the

district's developmental narra-
tive over the past year.

Efforts to strengthen power
infrastructure and address crit-
ical service gaps in remote areas
have also been underscored in
the booklet, showcasing a holis-
tic approach to rural transfor-
mation. These steps have collec-
tively enhanced the quality of
life and boosted economic

Col Mahan, MLA Darshan inaugurate

Col Mahan Slngh (Retd) Chalrman DDC Kathua along with Th. Darshan Kumar MLA
Basohli inaugurating JJM scheme.
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MAHANPUR: In a signifi-
cant step towards ensuring
clean and reliable drinking
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water supply to the remote

regions of Kathua, Col
Mahan  Singh  (Retd),
Chairman District
Development Council

(DDC) Kathua, along with
Th. Darshan Kumar, MLA
Basohli, on Tuesday inau-
gurated the ambitious Jal
Jeevan  Mission (JJM)
Upper Sawank Scheme at
Palanu.

Constructed at a cost of
Rs 7.5 crores, the scheme is
a game-changer for the
water-scarce villages of
Sawank, Kelhari, Palanu,
Punkhar, Taloti, and adjoin-
ing areas. It comprises six
Ground Service Reservoirs
(GSRs) of varying capaci-

ties, a 10,000-gallon sump
tank, and a robust pipeline
network spanning over 30
kilometers. The commis-
sioning of this critical infra-
structure  will  provide
potable water to over 5,000
residents, significantly
improving their quality of
life.

Prominent among those
present at the inaugural
ceremony  were  DDC
Member Tajinder Goldy,
Sarpanch Narita Manhas,
Sadhu Ram, Shanti
Bushan, AEE PHE, AEE
Mechanical, and a large
gathering of local residents
and PRI representatives.

Speaking on the occasion,

heartfelt gratitude to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
and Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha for their
visionary leadership and
commitment to ensuring
basic amenities in even the
most remote corners of
Jammu & Kashmir. He said
the JJM is a landmark ini-
tiative that has transformed
the water supply landscape
in the UT.

"The successful comple-
tion of this scheme is a tes-
tament to our government's
dedication to inclusive
development. It reflects the
spirit of Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas, Sabka Prayas,"
Col Mahan stated, adding
that the administration
remains  committed  to
bridging developmental
gaps and uplifting rural
infrastructure.

MLA Darshan Kumar also
lauded the efforts of the
engineers, ground staff, and
public representatives who
ensured timely execution of
the project and reiterated
his commitment to further-
ing the developmental agen-
da in the region.

potentlal for residents across
various regions of Kathua.

Dr. Minhas commended the
efforts of all stakeholders,
including the District
Development Couneil, field
departments and community
members, whose collaboration
made these achievements possi-
ble. He emphasized that the
visual compilation not only
serves as a record of accom-
plishments but also as a moti-
vation for future goals.

The launch of this maiden
visual booklet is a significant
step by District Administration
Kathua towards transparent
governance. It offers citizens a
clear glimpse into the district's
development journey and is
available on the official website:
[www.kathua.nic.in] (http:/ww
w.kathua.nic.in).

ADDC, ADC, CPO and
ACD were also present on the
occasion.

The delegation urged for
timely release of salaries of
employees of erstwhile
J&K. As on date many
employees haven't received
their salary thereby ham-
pering their livelihood. The
delegation requested
detachment of all teaching
staff from non-teaching
assignments.

The delegation requested
MLA Parihar to discuss the
matter of AAYAS with
higher authorities to ensure
continuity of services for
Pre-Primary students.

MLA Shagun Parihar
took swift action and
resolved many issues on
spot and assured the dele-
gation that she would prior-

Implementation of Jal Shakti
Abhiyan-Catch Rain Campaign reviewed
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POONCH: Vikas Kundal con-

vened a meeting on Tuesday to
assess the progress of the Jal
Shakti Abhiyan: Catch the
Rain campaign and to discuss
the Action Plan for the fiscal
year 2025-26. The meeting,
held at the DC complex,
brought together officers from
various line departments.

The District Development
Commissioner reviewed the
physical and financial progress
achieved under the Jal Shakti
Abhiyan in the year 2024-25.
He underscored the ecritical
need for water conservation in
view of growing challenges

related to water scarcity in the
region. The functionaries of
stakeholder departments pro-
vided updates on the initiative,
detailing the advancements
made under different schemes.

The DDC directed the plan-
ning department to constitute a
water conservation committee,
comprising PO ICDS, DFO,
PO IWMP, Executive Engineer
Jal Shakti and Irrigation and
the Chief Agriculture Officer.
He emphasized the need for a
thorough study of the cam-
paign to ensure effective imple-
mentation in the current finan-
cial year.

The DDC stressed the impor-
tance of proper documentation
of all programs and activities
conducted under the Abhiyan
to ensure transparency and
effectiveness. He urged all offi-
cials to complete targeted proj-
ects within prescribed time-
lines, advocating for dedication
and efficiency in their work.

Panchayat Level anti-drug IEC Campaign
w1tnesses widespread participation

NO TO DRUGS
YESTO LIFE

OffICIa|S along with participants durlng the programme
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KISHTWAR: In continua-
tion of its efforts to combat
the menace of substance
abuse, the District
Administration  Kishtwar
under the Supervision of
Deputy Commissioner Rajesh
Kumar Shavan, on Tuesday
conducted the Panchayat-
Village level Information,
Education, and
Communication (IEC) cam-
paign activities across the
District.

The initiative, launched
across all 13 blocks of the dis-
trict, witnessed enthusiastic
participation from diverse sec-
tions of society, including local
residents, youth, students,
educators, and community
leaders. The campaign aims to
sensitize the masses about the

devastating consequences of
drug addiction and to galva-
nize collective action towards
building a "Nasha Mukt"
(Drug-Free) society.

As part of this ongoing ini-
tiative, awareness programs
are being conducted every
Monday in various panchay-
ats by resource persons desig-
nated by the District
Administration.

These included resource per-
sons from eight key depart-

ments, including Health,
Police, Education, Rural
Development — Department

(RDD) and others.

These sessions are designed
to ensure sustained engage-
ment and knowledge dissemi-
nation at the grassroots level.

The main focus of today's
event was the selection of edu-

cational institutions as venues
for the events.

Today's events were marked
by impactful IEC activities
organized by the designated
nodal officers and Nodal agen-
cies across multiple locations.
The programs focused on
instilling awareness, fostering
community dialogue, and
encouraging proactive involve-
ment of youth in preventive
efforts. The campaign empha-
sizes the importance of consis-
tent and coordinated action to
eliminate drug abuse, while
also highlighting the
Administration's unwavering
commitment to public health
and societal well-being.

These events are being car-
ried out under the guidance
of District Social Welfare
Officer Zubair Ahmed.

itize genuine concerns.

She emphasized that she
will work both for the bet-
terment of employees and
the student community.

Sanjeet  Sharma also
highlighted the shortcom-
ings of NPS/UPS, stating
that retired employees
receive minimal pensions,
and requested the MLA to
raise voice so that old pen-
sion scheme will be reinstat-
ed for the walfare of lakhs
of Government Employees.

The delegation included
Swami Raj, Deepak Raj,
Jeevan Lal, Murli Lal,
Ashok Kumar, Suresh
Kumar, Beer Singh,
Manjeet Sharma, Arun
Kumar, Manjeet Sharma,
Arun  Kumar, Sunil
Kumar, Munshi Ram,
Kuldeep Kumar, Bal
Krishan, Jai Krishan,
Krishan Lal, and others.

6-day Management Dev
Program for MSME

Entrepreneurs begins
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SAMBA: Deputy
Commissioner  of Rajesh
Sharma on Tuesday inaugurat-
ed a six-day Management
Development Program (MDP)
aimed at enhancing the capa-
bilities of Micro, Small, and
Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs) in the region. The
training program, organized
under the Raising &
Accelerating MSME
Productivity (RAMP) scheme,
is being implemented by the

Jammu & Kashmir
Entrepreneurship
Development Institute
(JKEDIL

The mauguration ceremony
commenced with a comprehen-
sive welcome address by the
District Nodal Officer of
JKEDI, who outlined the pro-
gram's objectives and expected
outcomes. The training has
attracted 20 established entre-
preneurs from across Samba
district, demonstrating strong
interest in business develop-
ment opportunities.

In his inaugural address, the
DC emphasized the critical role
of MSMES in driving economic
erowth and employment gener-
ation in the district. "This
training initiative represents a
significant step towards build-
ing a robust entrepreneurial

ecosystem  in Samba,"
remarked the Deputy
Commissioner:

Later interacting with the
participating entrepreneurs,
he encouraged them to fully
utilize the knowledge and
skills offered through the pro-
gram to scale their businesses
effectively.

The RAMP scheme, under
which this training is being
conducted, is a central govern-
ment initiative designed to
strengthen the MSME sector
through targeted interventions,
capacity building, and technol-
ogy adoption. This inaugural
training program i Samba
marks a pivotal development in
enhancing MSME productivity
within the Union Territory of
Jammu & Kashmir.

The program will cover essen-
tial aspects of business man-
agement including financial
planning, market expansion
strategies, digital transforma-
tion, and efficient operational
practices tailored specifically
for MSMEs.



