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STATE TIMES NEWS
BARAMULLA: Advisor to
Lieutenant Governor, Baseer
Ahmad Khan, accompanied by
concerned officers on Monday
visited Baramulla where he
chaired two separate  meetings
with Deputy Commissioners of
Baramulla and Kupwara
besides interacting with vari-
ous stakeholders in order to
discuss means and measures
for combating the challenge of
COVID-19 pandemic.

On the occasion, a compre-
hensive discussion was held
wherein the stakeholders com-
prising religious heads, trans-
porters, traders among other
prominent sections of the soci-
ety from both the districts sep-
arately presented their feed-
back and suggestions with
regard to the issue.

DDC Chairperson
Baramulla, Safina Beigh,
DDC Chairman Kupwara
Irfan Panditpuri, Deputy
Commissioner Baramulla
Bhupinder kumar, Deputy
Commissioner Kupwara
Imam ud din, Director
Tourism Dr G N Itoo, Director
RDD Kashmir, heads of vari-
ous departments, PRIs among
other concerned functionaries
were present on the occasion.

Advisor underlined the need
of active cooperation from
every stakeholder in combat-
ing the challenge of COVID-
19 pandemic and said that
need of the hour is to supple-
ment the government efforts
at this critical juncture. He
added that religious heads and
PRIs enjoy a respectable posi-
tion in the society and they can
effectively do their part by
motivating people to follow
SOPs and guidelines for avert-
ing major exigencies.

Advisor called for stringent
measures for curbing this
infection. He also stressed
upon the traders and trans-
porters to strictly follow the
requisite advisories saying that
the situation can go out of con-
trol if the issue is not taken
seriously.

Advisor said that any kind of

gathering in the form of reli-
gious congregation need to be
avoided at the time of pandem-
ic. Baseer Khan added that
administration has procured
sufficient stock of Oxygen sup-
ply and essential drugs and
there is no need to pay any
heed to the rumours regarding
its scarcity. He emphasized
upon the officers and other
stakeholders to educate people
about the ongoing COVID-19
vaccination campaign so that
people come forward and take
the vaccine doses at their stip-
ulated time.

Meanwhile, Advisor directed
both the DCs to formulate exi-
gency plans in view of forth-
coming festivals of Shab-e-
Qadr and Eid-u-Fitr and make
arrangements of mobile vans
in containment zones so that
all the essential commodities
are delivered at the door steps
of those living in such zones.
He emphasized to ensure that
the economic activities relating
to agriculture, horticulture,
MGNREGA etc goes on
smoothly provided  COVID
appropriate protocol is strictly
followed.

Interacting with the PRI and

ULB representatives, Advisor
impressed upon them to play a
bigger role in tackling this
pandemic. He appealed them
to step forward and aware the
masses about the importance
of wearing a mask and social
distancing. He further
requested them to get their
localities sanitized/fumigated.

Later, Advisor convened
meetings of officers where he
took an appraisal of various
anti-corona measures that are
being currently taken up by
both the district administra-
tions.

During the seperate meet-
ings, both the DCs briefed
about various initiatives that
have been taken up by the
administration to combat
COVID-19 pandemic. 

DC Baramulla informed
that presently there are about
2500 active cases in
Baramulla district with 300
cases being reported on daily
basis. He added that 38 zones
have been declared as contain-
ment zones where mass testing
is being carried out. He also
informed that Baramulla has
the capacity of  400 hospital
beds and 03 Oxygen plants are
operating effectively.
Bhupinder Kumar said that
GMC Baramulla shall be
equipped with 70 high Flow
Oxygen beds which will prove
very beneficial at this critical
time. 

Appreciating the role of both
district administrations,
Advisor emphasized to scale
up such activities for  overall
well being of the people. 

STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: The Divisional
Commissioner (Div Com)
Kashmir, Pandurang K Pole,
on Monday visited Civil
Secretariat, Srinagar to take
stock of arrangements/prepara-
tions for the smooth function-
ing of Darbar Move, opening
partially here on Tuesday, May-
11. During the visit, the Div
Com stressed on adopting
appropriate Covid behaviour
and instructed Director Health
Services Kashmir to facilitate
proper screening, testing and
vaccination of employees at the
Civil Secretariat. On the occa-
sion, the Deputy Commissioner
Srinagar Mohammad Aijaz
Assad, Commissioner SMC,
Divisional heads of concerned
departments and officers from

police department were also
present. Taking the status of
progress of renovation works,
the Div Com emphasized on
making fool-proof arrange-
ments in and around the prem-
ises besides adequate Covid-19
related measures are taken for
smooth opening and function-

ing of the offices.
He stressed on speedy repair-

ing, painting, whitewashing,
fixing of potholes on roads,
landscaping and other works to
be expedited for timely comple-
tion. He also reviewed the secu-
rity measures and instructed
concerned to install a Y- angle

fence at all identified patches on
the boundary wall of the secre-
tariat.

The Div Com further stressed
on facilitating proper transport
arrangements and ensuring
comfortable accommodation to
the employees, besides facilities
like potable water, power,
ration, sanitation and other
required facilities are made
available at all offices. He
exhorted upon speedy comple-
tion of beautification works in
Srinagar City, including street
lights installation and other
works are also completed in a
time bound manner. He reiter-
ated that all arrangements are
put in place and all facilities are
provided to the employees at all
move offices for their smooth
functioning.

Advisor Baseer visits Baramulla, Kupwara
to review COVID control measures

Div Com reviews preparations for
Darbar Move opening

Div Com Kashmir, Pandurang K Pole interacting with 
officials during visit to Civil Secretariat, Srinagar. 

Advisor, Baseer Ahmad Khan chairing a meeting. 
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BANDIPORA: The
Additional District
Development Commissioner
(ADDC) Bandipora, Afsar Ali
Khan on Monday administered
oath to the newly elected
President and Vice-President
of the Municipal Council
Bandipora. The elections for
these posts were held recently
after the former president and
vice-president resigned from
these posts.

Khursheed Ahmad Ganaie
was elected as the President of
the Municipal Council
Bandipora while Maqsood
Ahmad Rather was elected as
the Vice-President. ADDC

after administering the oath to
the newly elected office bearers
congratulated them and hoped
that the new team will work for
the development of the town.
He urged the councillors to
work in close coordination for
the development of the town.
Khursheed Ganaie said that he
will work for the development of
the town and sought coopera-
tion of the people in this regard.
DDC Member Gh Mohi-ud-din
Rather, Chief Executive Officer
MC Bandipora, Wali
Mohammad, President Traders
Federation Bandipora
Shamshaad Ahmad   and other
civil society members were also
present on the occasion.

ADDC administers oath to newly elected
President, Vice-President of MC B'pora

AGENCY
NEW DELHI: Seeking to augment
human resources deployed in fighting
COVID-19, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has approved a slew of measures,
including postponing the NEET-PG for
at least four months to make a large
number of qualified doctors available for
pandemic duty and pressing into service
medical interns. All such professionals
who complete 100 days of duty will be
given priority in the forthcoming regu-

lar government recruitment and also
honoured with the Prime Minister's
Distinguished COVID National Service
Samman, the PMO said in a statement
on Monday. It said the services of final
year MBBS students can also be
utilised for providing services like tele-
consultation and monitoring of mild
COVID cases after due orientation
under the faculty's supervision. Medical
interns will work under the supervision
of their faculty. This will reduce the

workload on the existing doctors
engaged in COVID duty and boost the
efforts of triaging, it said. It added that
B.Sc. or GNM qualified nurses may be
utilised in full-time COVID nursing
duties under the supervision of senior
doctors and nurses.Those providing
services in COVID management will be
given priority in forthcoming regular
government recruitments after they
complete a minimum of 100 days of
duty, the PMO said.

PM approves key decisions to boost availability of medical personnel to fight COVID


