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SRINAGAR: Union Minister
of State (Independent Charge)
Ministry of Earth Sciences,
Minister of State (Independent
Charge) Ministry of Science
and Technology, MoS PMO
and Minister of State Ministry
of Personnel and Public
Grievances, Dr Jitendra
Singh, on Tuesday said that
Kashmir  has huge  potential in
Agriculture and Dairy sectors
which is largely unexplored and
the Govt under PM Narendra
Modi will support StartUps in
these sectors.  He said, the gov-
ernment is always ready to
support the potential StartUps
and the Union Ministry of
Science & Technology has sev-
eral schemes and funds to sup-
port  such potential StartUps.

He said, though COVID
caught us unaware, it made us
realise our intrinsic potential
and capacities.

He was speaking at the inau-
guration of a two-day
International Conference on
Coronaviruses organised by the
Sher-i-Kashmir University of
Agricultural Sciences and
Technology (SKUAST) at its
Shalimar Campus.

Dr Singh said diseases evolve
with time and the whole of the
medical fraternity was unpre-
pared for a challenge of the

magnitude as posed by
COVID.  He appreciated the
efforts of all stakeholders for
rising up to the challenge
despite the limitations they
faced. Commenting on India's
successful vaccination drive,
the minister said that India
had fared a lot better than
many of the European coun-
tries and it was possible under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Dr
Singh congratulated the
authorities at SKUAST for
holding this first-of-a-kind con-
ference immediately after the
end of the pandemic. He said
all the people are connected to
this theme and all are stake-
holders in some way or the
other.  

Dr Singh expressed happi-
ness that the Department of
Biotechnology had provided
funding for some of the pio-
neering research during the
pandemic and expressed hope
that it would continue to do so
in the future. The minister
talked about the immense
potential of the youth of the
country and especially the
Union Territory of Jammu
and Kashmir. He said it is our
responsibility to hunt for the
best brains and provide them
with all sorts of assistance so
that they can achieve what

they strive for. Commenting
that the youth should look
beyond government jobs as a
source of livelihood, Dr Singh
said that start-ups are the
thing of the future and the
youth should prepare them-
selves for a change in mindset.
He said that India has around
70,000 start-ups now as com-
pared to just a few hundred
some years back. Dr Singh
said that agriculture and dairy
sectors have immense poten-
tial in a place like Kashmir and

the youngsters should evaluate
the opportunities that lay in
front of them in these fields. 

He assured all possible help
to the youth from the govern-
ment  in setting up employ-
ment generating units for
themselves. The minister said
that the world has started to
look up to Narendra Modi as a
global leader.  He added that
the world is ready to be led by
India, but the question is
whether we are ready to lead
the world.
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Kashmir has huge Agri potential, Govt
to support Start-Ups: Dr Jitendra

Union Minister Dr Jitendra Singh delivering inaugural
address at the two-day International Conference on

Coronaviruses, organised by  Sher-i-Kashmir University of
Agricultural Sciences and Technology (SKUAST), 

Srinagar on Tuesday. 
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JAMMU: To discuss proposed hike in power tariff for Industry
sector as per petition filed by Jammu Power Distribution
Corporation Ltd (JPDCL), suggesting an increase of average 40
per cent with substantial increase in Fixed/ Demand Charges for
the 2022-23, a meeting of the advisory/ Executive Committee of
Bari Brahmana Industries Association held on Monday under the
leadership of its President. Others present in the meeting included
Arun Singla Senior Vice President, Ajay Langer Vice President,
Viraaj Malhotra General Secretary and Rajesh Jain besides other
members. During the meeting, the members flayed JPDCL for its
proposal to hike average approximately 40 per cent power tariff
along with substantial increase in Fixed/Demand Charges for year
2022-23 for Industrial sector, resulting uncertainty among minds
of existing owners of industries and prospective Investors, who are
in process of setting up of new units in J&K. Terming the propos-
al as a black warrant for industrial sector, the members condemned
the move. "This is an unjustified move as department has failed to
reduce AT&C Losses. JPDCL has mentioned in the Writ Petition
with the justification of gap between Purchase and Supply of
Energy which is, in our opinion, only due excessive Transmission
Losses in comparison to National Level, whereas in respect of
Industrial Units working in Bari Brahmana Industrial Complex,
the Transmission Losses are well within prescribed limit of Power
Development Department which is 7 per cent to 8 per cent," they
said, adding that Government should take preventive measures to
plug loopholes in the system and try to control transmission losses
in other areas too that Industries besides improving Infrastructure
to control transmission losses in place of putting extra burden on
already suffering masses.

Proposed hike in power tariff black
warrant for industrial sector: BBIA 
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JAMMU: Government College
Women Parade Ground on
Tuesday organized a one day
Field Visit of students on
'Functioning of Panchayati Raj
Institution in Jammu District.'

The students' visit was con-
ducted in collaboration with
Sohagani Panchayat, Block
Marh Jammu. Students of the
Department of Political Science
visited the Panchayat
Sohagani. The village
Sarpanch,   Daljeet Singh
Manhas interacted with the
students and shared the infor-
mation regarding the develop-
mental programmes for the
Panchayat. The Panchayat
having a population of four
thousand and 195 households
consists of five villages. It has
achieved the target to provide
pension to each and every old
age person, 550 Ayushmann
cards, 600 domicile certificates
and 175 labour cards to the vil-
lagers. So far as the problems
of this Panchayat are con-
cerned, the proper functioning
of the health centre at village
Chakrali needs immediate
attention. Release of funds,
roads connectivity etc. are some
of the important issues to be
fulfilled. Dr. S.P. Sarswat, the
Principal GCW Parade Ground
encouraged and motivated the
students for the field visit espe-
cially to know the functioning
of the Panchayati Raj

Institutions of Jammu District
which is a grass root politics of
India and students get first
hand information from the
members of the Panchayat.
This type of visit will also
encourage them for small scale
projects from UGC. The stu-
dents are accompanied by Prof.
Neena Kumari, Dr. Shandilya
Perminder Kour and Dr
Sonam Sharma.  

Invitation of Expression of Interest 

Inviting Expression of Interest-cum-proposal from the eligible organization for set up/ manage

the District De-Addiction Centres under the Scheme of National Action Plan for Drug Demand

Reduction (NAPDDR).

The eligible organization shall set up/ manage the District De-Addiction Centres in association

with the District Collectors Cencerned in the following District. Whereas the District

Administration will provide the accommodation, the Agency selected should set up and run the

DDAC in a professional manner; 

1. Arunachel Pradesh (Changlang and Lohit) 2. Jammu & Kashmir (Bandipors, Kathua,

Shopian, Pulwama, Poonch, Rajouri and Samba). 3. Jharkhand (Chatra). 4. Karala

(Mallapuram) 5. Madhya Pradesh (Guna, Chhindwara, Narmadapuram,

Narsinghpur,Ratlam and Satna). 6. Tripura (South Tripura and Sepahijala) 

The interested organizations shall refer to the website of Ministry of Social Justice and

Empowerment (www.socialjustice.gov.in) and at e-Anudaan (https://grants-msje/gov.in /ngo-

login) for eligibility  aonditions, role of DDAC, Finanical norms, selection procedure and other

relevant details. The Proposals shall be submitted on the e-Anudaan portal of the Ministry. The

last date of Submission of proposal is 31-05-2022.
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GCW Parade hosts students' field
visit on working of PRIs


