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No indication of...

nation-building. The Army chief said he would take forward the "good works" of
his predecessors, and assured the soldiers and officers of the Army that ensuring
their welfare will be his key priority.

Gen Pande on Saturday took charge as the 29th Chief of the Army Staff after
incumbent Gen MM Naravane retired from service.

Gen Pande, who was serving as the Vice Chief, became the first-ever officer from
the Corps of Engineers to take the reins of the 1.3 million-strong force.

Before taking charge as Vice Chief of Army Staff on February 1, Gen Pande was
heading the Eastern Army Command that takes care of guarding the Line of Actual
Control (LAC) in Sikkim and Arunachal Pradesh sectors.

"T am aware of the big responsibility and I am praying to God that I am given
strength, capability and wisdom so that T can carry on with the responsibility," Gen
Pande said.

Two mortar shells...

squad was rushed to the scene by the Army and the shell was safely defused, they
said. Another mortar shell was found and subsequently defused in the Nowshera
sector of Rajouri district.

Both the shells are believed to have remained unexploded during the cross-border
shelling in the past, the officials said.

COVID: 4 new...

4,751. No Covid-related fatality was reported in the last 24 hours, they said.

There were 51 confirmed cases of mucormycosis (black fungus), officials added.

Meanwhile, Ladakh's coronavirus tally remained unchanged at 28,246 as no new
infection was reported in the Union Territory in the past 24 hours, officials said.

‘With one more patient recovering from the infection during the same period, the
number of active cases went down to three in Leh district, while Kargil distriet has
already become coronavirus-free, the officials said.

According to officials, no virus-linked death took place on Saturday as the death
toll from the pandemic also remained unchanged at 228 with 168 in Leh and 60 in
Kargil. The number of recoveries has gone up to 28,015 in Ladakh, they said.

Centre asks States...

to four days, and may be disseminated promptly at district/health facility level,
Bhushan said in the letter.

He said health department of the state must continue efforts on sensitisation and
capacity building of medical officers, health staff and grassroot level workers on heat
illness, its early recognition and management.

"Health facility preparedness must be reviewed for availability of adequate quan-
tities of essential medicines, IV fluids, ice packs, ORS and all necessary equipment.
Availability of sufficient drinking water at all Health Facilities and continued func-
tioning of cooling appliances in critical areas must be ensured," the letter stated.

Health facilities need to increase resilience to extreme heat by arranging uninter-
rupted electricity for constant functioning of cooling appliances, installation of solar
panels, measures to reduce indoor heat through cool/green roof, window shades,
shade outside, among others.

Rainwater harvesting and recyeling plants may also be explored for self sufficien-
cy in water, the letter highlighted.

States may also utilise Information, Education and Communication (IEC) as well
as community level awareness materials regarding the precautions to be taken by
the population to safeguard themselves against heat waves, it added.

Among the don'ts, the Centre has advised people to avoid getting out in the sun,
especially between 12 noon and 3 pm, avoid strenuous activities when outside in the
afternoon, avoid aleohol, tea, coffee, or drinks with large amount of sugar stating
these may lead to loss of more body fluid or cause stomach eramps, avoid high pro-
tein food and stale food and not leave children or pets in parked vehicle among oth-
ers.

Among the dos, it advised people to stay hydrated, covered, alert, and stay indoors

as much as possible.

Elderly or sick people living alone should be supervised and their health monitored
on a daily basis, it said.

For employers and workers, the ministry advised that cool drinking water should
be provided at work place and workers should be cautioned to avoid direct sunlight
and shaded work area should be provided for workers.

The letter added that exposure to high outdoor and indoor temperatures can
induce heat stress, directly and indirectly, leading to heat-related illnesses like heat
rash (prickly heat), heat oedema (swelling of hands, feet and ankles), heat cramps
(musecle cramps), heat tetany, heat syncope (fainting), heat exhaustion, and heat
stroke.

Kashmiri youths travelling...

parents as well as students in Pakistan were usually done by the separatists under
a well-planned conspiracy with their co-conspirators based in Pakistan.

The students were made to appear in the National Talent Search (NTS) test at
Hurriyat office in Pakistan as a stealth tactic to make them believe that they were
writing a pre-qualifying test which would lead to their admission in professional col-
leges in Pakistan.

Such tests were mostly facilitated by Kashmiri separatists and their relatives who
had gone to Pakistan in the 1990s to get illegal arms training and had settled in
Pakistan-occupied Kashmir and other areas there.

After the test, some of the students were brainwashed and taken for arms train-
ing and later pushed into Jammu and Kashmir along with infiltrating terrorists.

The officials said that as many as 17 youths who had gone on valid travel docu-
ments to Pakistan and were believed to be in that country receiving education were
killed either at the Line of Control or during encounters, leaving their parents in dis-
belief.

Security officials have been tracking the youths who travelled to Pakistan on valid
visas for short durations and disappeared after their return as they believe that they
could be possible sleeper cells of terror groups operating from across the border.

Security agencies believe that there was a six weeks' training course for new ter-
ror recruits and intelligence inputs suggest that some of the youths were provided a
quick module of fabrication of improvised explosive devices using easily available
explosive material within a week's time.

The recruitment of youths for various terror organisations is also being carried out
discreetly and it is quite possible these youths could also be doubling as "recruiters"
for brain-washing vulnerable men in the militancy-affected union territory.

The missing youths are mainly from middle-class families and have been described
as the new faces of terrorism in Kashmir.

They could be waiting for delivery of arms and ammunition, though the security
forces have substantially choked the supply line through heightened surveillance at
the Line of Control, the officials said.

Fire at Jammu Civil...

to adjoining rooms. Fire tender were summoned to control the flames and the fire
was brought under control after about an hour. Preliminary investigation suggest-
ed that the fire was caused by a short circuit. However, the police has registered the
case and started investigations.

J&K Bank’s digital....

lakh transactions, while as, an amount of Rs 23.40 Crore has been transacted in
purchases through PoS and e-Commerce channels of the Bank during the period in
over 2.24 lakh successful transactions.

The data excludes the digital payment transactions made through NEFT and
RTGS modes.

L]
Free education to...
studying their situation, took a decision to impart free education to the children of
all displaced Kashmiri Pandits.
He has chalked out a plan to provide free education from sixth standard to grad-
uation for Kashmiri students. He has also announced free hostel facility for them.
The cost of a student's education at the institution will be around Rs 80,000 and

the facilities to be provided will cost Rs 50,000 in a year. All these will be provided
free for children of Kashmiri Pandits, he said.

Nattoj said four children of Kashmiri Pandits have already been admitted to the
institution.

GST revenues at...

significantly to the all-time high collections reported," Mani said.

Tax Connect Advisory Partner Vivek Jalan said while the high collection depicts
that the Indian Economy is coming out of the pandemic in full swing now, it is also
a result of the tremendous price rise in input cost and implementation of GSTR 2B
wherein the recipient can take only that much credit for input, input services and
capital goods for which the supplier has filed his returns.

SC junks PIL...

said. The top court said a mandamus cannot be issued to direct the respondents
to enact law and/or to frame rules even under the wider powers conferred under
Article 226 of the Constitution.

"A mandamus lies for enforcement of a fundamental right or a statutory right, or
the enforcement of a fundamental duty related to enforcement of a fundamental
right or a statutory right.

"In exceptional cases, a writ may even lie for enforcement of an equitable right.
The breach or threat to breach a fundamental, statutory or may be enforeeable equi-
table right, is the sine qua non for issuance of a writ of mandamus," the bench said.

The apex court said this court or a high court cannot direct the legislature to enact
a particular legislation or the executive to frame rules.

"This court, and/or the high court, does not give any direction to the State to
enforce an Act passed by the legislature. Nor does the court enforce instructions in
a departmental manual not having statutory force, any non-statutory scheme or
concession which does not give rise to any legal right in favour of the petitioner, far
less, any recommendation made by an authority such as the Election Commission.

"It is for the Union of India to take a decision on the recommendation of the
Election Commission, in accordance with law. It is not for this Court to decide what
should be the policy of the government. Policy matters are never interfered with,
unless patently arbitrary, unreasonable or violative of Article 14 of the
Constitution," the bench said.

The top court said it cannot even issue a mandamus to the government for enforce-
ment of a Cabinet decision.

"It is only when an administrative order confers rights or creates estoppel against
the government, that mandamus can be issued to enforce the circular. Similarly a
mandamus may be issued to cancel an administrative order, which violates the rules
of fairness," the bench said.

The apex court said there can be no doubt that law may be enacted, laying down
the norms and qualifications for contesting specific elections.

"There can be no doubt that civil servants should maintain the highest ethical
standards of integrity and honesty; political neutrality; fairness and impartiality in
the discharge of duties, courtesy, accountability and transparency.

"Integrity, impartiality, neutrality, transparency and honesty are non-negotiable.
Ethical standards necessarily have to be enforced and stringent action taken against
the officer concerned whenever there is any breach of ethical standards as laid down
in the All India Servieces (Conduct) Rules, 1968.

It is not for this court to interfere in matters relating to framing of law, rules or
policy, the bench said.

"Whether there should be any 'cooling off period' for civil servants for them to con-
test elections or not is best left to the legislature concerned.The allegations of
bureaucrats deviating from strict norms of political neutrality with a view to obtain-
ing party tickets to contest elections, is vague, devoid of particulars and unsupport-
ed by any materials which could justify intervention of this court.

"No particulars have been given of the number and/or percentage of erstwhile
bureaucrats, who have contested elections on the ticket of a political party, not to
speak of any act on their part, prior to their retirement, in deviation of the standards
required of bureaucrats," the bench said while dismissing a plea filed by one Vivek
Krishna.
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Major crackdown: 296 bovines

rescued across Jammu province

u STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Major bovine smuggling bids were foiled by police
across Jammu Provinee by rescuing 296 bovines in a single
day in separate actions.

Acting tough against bovine smugglers, Ramban Police act-
ing on specific inputs regarding transportation of bovines,
constituted various parties of Police Stations Chanderkote,
Batote and Ramsoo, which intercepted eleven vehicles
(JK03J 8624, JKO2AQ 3147, JK18 4179, JK03G 5266,
JKO03C 7900, JK13B 8537, JK13D 7662, JKO3E 8234,
JKO3F 5354, JKO3E 4922 and JKO3F 8030). On checking,
the vehicles were found laden with 250 bovines without any
valid permission, which were rescued on the spot and FIR
Nos 85, 86, 89, 90 and 91/2022 were registered at Police
Station Chanderkote while FIR Nos 85, 86, 87 and 88/2022
were registered at Police Station Batote and FIR No 51 and
52/2022 were registered in Police Sttaion Ramsoo under rel-
evant sections of law. The overall rescue operation was made
by police parties under the command of Insp P D Singh SHO
Chanderkote, PSI Rohit Sharma Incharge SHO Batote, Insp
Nazir Ahmed SHO Ramsoo under supervision of Pardeep
Singh Sen DySP HQ Ramban and Nissar Khoja SDPO
Banihal with overall supervision of SSP Ramban, Mohita
Sharma.

Meanwhile, District Police Kathua under the overall super-
vision of SSP R C Kotwal also foiled bovine smuggling
attempt near New 'Toll Plaza Lakhanpur by rescuing 6
bovines and arrested a person while a vehicle was also seized.
Police team led by Insp Vijay Kotwal SHO Lakhanpur under
the supervision of DySP DAR Kathua Sukhdev Singh while
on Naka/checking duty near New Toll Plaza Lakhanpur
noticed a suspicious Canter (PB09X-0574), driven by one
Sucha Singh, son of Dayal Singh, resident of Thakur Dwara,
Tehsil Indore who was signaled to stop for checking, after
which 6 bovines were found laden in it. The animals were res-
cued while accused was arrested and FIR No. 41/2022 under
section 420/188 of IPC Act, 11 of PCA Act was registered at
Police Station Lakhanpur.

Poonch Police also rescued 40 animals from clutches of
bovine smugglers in Surankote area. On direction of SSP
Rohit Baskotra, police teams led by DySP Surankote Tanveer
Jeelani, SHO Surankote Insp Niaz Ahmed and Incharge
Police Post Behramgalla SI Sushant Singh established
Nakas at Buffliaz, Saylan and Behramgalla on Mughal road.
During checking, police apprehended 4 bovine smugglers and
seized 2 vehicles (Tata mobiles bearing registration numbers
JK12A 8448 & JKO02BU 0387). FIRs No 84, 85, 87 &
88/2022 under section 188 of IPC, 11 of PCA Act were reg-
istered at Police Station Surankote.

3 vehicles seized for illegal

mining, extraction of minerals
u STATE TIMES NEWS

BUDGAM: Police on Sunday seized 3 vehicles for illegal min-
ing and extraction of minerals.
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As per details, a party from Police Station Khansahib inter-

cepted and seized 3 vehicles (2 tippers & a JCB) for illegal
extraction and transportation of minerals. However the driv-
ers managed to escape from the spot leaving behind vehicles,
who were later identified as Bilal Ahmad Ganie, son of Mohd
Sultan, resident of Sholipora Budgam; Shahid Ahmad Ganie,
son of Abdul Ahad, resident of Sholipora Budgam and
Muneer Ahmad Bhat, son of Nazir Ahmad Bhat, resident of
Parisabad. FIR No. 51/2022 under relevant sections of law
was registered at Police Station Khansahib and investigation
started.

Thief arrested red-handed

H STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A thief was arrested red-handed in Nowabad area
on Sunday.

As per details, Nowabad Police arrested a thief red-handed
near Canal road and took him to police station. During inter-
rogation, he confessed his involvement in some other burgla-
ries also. On his disclosure, some stolen items were also recov-
ered.

Man died, 13 injured in
Kathua accident

u STATE TIMES NEWS
KATHUA: One person was killed while 13 others got injured
in Basohli area of 3 N2 /
Kathua on Sunday.

As per details, a
pick-up vehicle,
which was on way
from Dhanor to
Jandrota carrying R
passengers, fell into |
a ditch as the driver
lost control over the
vehicle. On receiving
information, Police [§
rushed to the spot
and shifted injured
to hospital where
doctors declared one =
of them as brought dead. The deceased was identified as
Omkar Chand. Later, all Injured were shifted to Kathua hos-
pital after first-aid.

Police constable commits suicide

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A police constable, who allegedly shot himself dead
inside a police station on outskirts of Jammu on Saturday,
was eremated on Sunday.

As per details, deceased was identified as Constable Pankaj
Kumar (33) of Bishna, and incident took place at Arnia police
station. The officials said that Kumar's body was taken to a
government medical college hospital for post-mortem exami-
nation. The motive behind the suicide is not known yet, they
said, adding that police has started inquest proceedings.

Dowry harassment case reported
m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A dowry harassment case has been reported in
Trikuta Nagar Police Station on Sunday:.

As per details, a woman, resident of Bathindi, has lodged a
complaint with police that her husband, who is government
employee and resident of Poonch, used to harass her for
dowry and had beaten her several times for the same. Police
is investigating the matter.

Youth arrested for posting objectionable

content on social media

m STATE TIMES NEWS

JAMMU: A youth was arrested for posting objectionable con-
tent on social media. As per details, a complaint was lodged a
Peer Mitha Police Station that a youth, resident of Bawe Wali
Gali has posted some objectionable content on social media to
disturb communal harmony. Acting swiftly on complaint,
police registered a case and arrested the accused.

J

Hindustan Shiv Sena criticises LG
administration for unscheduled power cuts

u STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: State President of
Hindustan Shiv Sena Vikrant
Kapoor has expressed deep
concern over the Unscheduled
power cuts and strongly ecriti-
cized the LG administration
and PDD officials. He urged
the Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha to immediately
issue instructions to the PDD
officials to deal with this crisis.

He was addressing the press
conference here today. He crit-
icized the LG administration
for the unprecedented situa-
tion during the peak summer.
He said that the common man
is facing nightmarish experi-
ence with no proper schedule of
the power in the region which is
unacceptable as people were
expecting round the clock sup-
ply under the LG's administra-
tion.

He said that the shortage of
power supply has led to scarci-
ty of water also. LG should

Enforcement team
conducts market
checking in Kishtwar town
ahead of Eid -ul-Fiter

m STATE TIMES NEWS
KISHTWAR: A Team of
Food Safety, DFCO
Kishtwar on Sunday con-
ducted extensive market
checking Drive ahead of
Eid -ul-Fitr in Kishtwar
town to ensure safe, quali-
ty, Hygienic & pure as well
as fresh essential commodi-
ties to the Consumers
besides to curb overcharg-
ing and profiteering.

During the drive, the team
carried out inspections
under the FSS Aect, the
team warned the Business
Operators against deliber-
ate violations while the
market remained abuzz for
Eid -ul-Fiter shopping.

The vendors operating
without licenses/
Registrations & operating
under unhygienic condi-
tions were prohibited from
further violations.

During market checking,
8 erring shopkeepers were
booked under Section 8, 56
& 58 of F'SS Act.

The team also destroyed
more than 55 KG rotten,
decomposed fruits, open
and uncovered cut fruits,
unfit for human consump-
tion on the spot.

take cognizance of the matter
and issue necessary instruc-
tions to the PDD authorities
for immediate action to ensure
uninterrupted power supply to
the people. Expressing concern
over the worst summer power
crises in decades in Jammu,
Vikrant Kapoor said, "Over the
past fortnight, most parts of
the Jammu division especially
Jammu City and rural areas
have received electricity supply
only for about five to six hours
daily that too in intervals rang-
ing between 15 minutes and
half an hour. The rising mercu-
1y, heat wave, and unscheduled
power cuts in several parts of
Jammu province have started
affecting people and all villages
very badly. Such a crisis has
never been witnessed in the last
three decades.

He said that the PDD should
not force the people to come
out in protest and block the
roads in protest against their

inefficiency. Suggesting the
administration to go for pur-
chase of power like the govern-
ments in the past to overcome
the crisis, he said the silence of
the administration over the eri-
sis is beyond the tolerance of
the people who are reeling
under rising mercury. He came
down heavily on the adminis-
tration for the worst power cri-
sis and warned the LG
Government to take immediate
steps to improve the situation
before it further worsens. He
warned if soon the power crisis
is not resolved a mass protest
will be launched for which the
LG led JK administration will
be the responsible.

Senior leaders of Hindustan
Shiv Sena Anoop Trikha, Baba
Ram  Kaith,  Abhishek,
Himanshu, Amit, women's
wing leaders Sapna Kohli,
Jyoti Devi and others were also
present during the press con-
ference.

Army organises Iftar
Milan at Chhatroo

m STATE TIMES NEWS
KISHTWAR: With an aim to
foster and reinforce the spirit
of peace and communal har-
mony in the region, Indian
Army organised IFTAR
Milan at village Chhatroo in
Kishtwar District. The event
provided a platform to the
local populace from all reli-
gions and different walks of
life to interact with each
other on common issues and
celebrate the auspicious
month of Ramzan with a
noble aim to strengthen the
bond between awam and
jawan. A total of 287 locals
attended the IFTAR Milan,
asked prayers, enjoyed Iftar
and shared thoughts .

The local populace and
Community leaders
expressed hope that such
events will give a fillip to
communal harmony in the
region and awam with jawan
will move together for the
betterment of the society and
the region.

Dr Arun Dev Singh's book on Comprehensive
International Grammar released in GDC Kathua

u STATE TIMES NEWS
KATHUA: A book entitled
Comprehensive International
Grammar authored by Dr
Arun Dev Singh Head
Department of English was
released in Government
Degree College Kathua. On
this occasion Prineipal of the
college was the chief guest.
The function was started
with the welcome address by
Dr Arun Dev Singh. He said
that this book is prepared for
those students who really
want to learn English
Grammar and also prepare
for all Competitive Exams.
He also said that English is
seen as very difficult lan-
guage and, therefore,
approached with undue ten-
sion. He added that English

is full of ambiguities for the
foreign learners, some of
these problems are easy to
explain if all the components
of the grammar are properly
discussed. This book will pro-
vide knowledge and ample
information regarding all
components of modern gram-
mar and comprehension.

He is quite confident that
this book will have better
results as compared to oth-
ers. Dr Mohan Singh
Pathania congratulated and
appreciated the efforts of Dr
Arun Dev Singh for present-
ing a wonderful and practical
grammar book in the field of
academics and he assured
that the present book shall be
beneficial for the learners
both at National and

International Level. Dr
Nater Singh , Sarbjeet
Singh DSP, Shamsher

Singh, Dr PK Rao Retd
Principals, Dr. R.K. Manhas,
Prof .Ashwani Khajuria vice
Principal, other faculty
members and guest include:
Prof Jasvinder Singh ,Prof
Rakesh Singh , Prof
Ravinder Kour, Prof Pankaj

Nandan , Dr Naresh
Sharma, Dr Babita Jamwal,
Prof Raj Kumari, Prof

Barun Batti Prof Som Rayj,
Prof Ambika, Prof Shivani ,
Dr Poonam ,Prof Meenu,
Prof Romika, Prof Naresh
,Prof Vijay, Prof Pallavi Dr
Varchaskam , Dr Ajay , Prof
Anu, Prof Mukesh, Roshan
Lal, Dr Surinder ,Dr Vakil
and Dr Anupam.

Animal Husbandry Department celebrates
World Veterinary Day 2022

u STATE TIMES NEWS
KISHTWAR: Animal

Department Kishtwar on Sunday celebrated
World Veterinary Day 2022 here at Chief
Animal Husbandry Office with the theme
"Strengthening Veterinary Resilience".

The event was chaired by Chief Animal
Husbandry Officer, Dr.Sanjay Kumar Sen.

The programme started with the welcome of
participants, ex.
Veterinarians and para-vets. The veterinarian

all the dignitaries,

took a pledge administered by Dr. S.M

Husbandry

Usman to serve the country. Speaking on the
occasion, the CAHO
tance of this day. He congratulated the ex.
veterinarians and para-vets for their immense
contribution in the field of veterinary. He also
urged the staff members to work with zeal
and zest for the betterment of this profession.
He further said that veterinarians are the
best doctors in the world as they treat speech-
less ereations of God.

highlighted the impor-



