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DGP visits Baramulla; reviews security scenario

Continue action against terrorists, their helpers: DGP to officers

u STATE TIMES NEWS

SRINAGAR: The Director
General of Police J&K Dilbag
Singh on Friday visited North
Kashmir's Baramulla District
where he interacted with the
Jawans and officers and also
reviewed security scenario of
the district in an officers meet-
ing held at District Police

Office Baramulla.

The meeting was attended by
DIG North Kashmir,
Udaybhaskar Billa, SSP
Baramulla, Rayees
Mohammad Bhat, DySP
Headquarters Baramulla

Sajjad Bukhari, SDPO Pattan
Mohammad Nawaz Khanday
and other jurisdictional offi-
cers. The DGP on his arrival
was presented ceremonial
guard of honour after which he
interacted with the police offi-
cers/personnel who were part
of operation in which five ter-
rorists involved in recent
Baramulla grenade attack
were arrested. The DGP
appreciated the team for crack-
ing the terror module in quick-
est possible time.

Directing for speedy comple-
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Director General of Police J&K Dilbag Singh chairing a security review meeting.

tion of the case and framing of
charges against the accused,
the DGP directed for meticu-
lous investigation for logical
conclusion of the case.

He stressed for using the
modern and scientific tools to
ensure exemplary punishment
to all the perpetrators. The
DGP directed for sharing the
weekly progress report with the
PHQ. He directed the officers
that the action against terror-
ists and their helpers must con-
tinue and all the suspicious ele-
ments be kept under check so
as to foil their ill designs aimed
at disrupting normal lives of

the people. He stressed for
more intensified anti-terrror
operations. Singh directed the
officers to evolve more and
more effective mechanism and
augment the security grids in
border and hinter land to
ensure public safety. He said
cowardly attacks on innocent
civilians' show the frustration
of terror handlers and stressed
for stringent action against the
elements inimical to peace and
perpetrators of terror violence.
He said that collective efforts
are required to defeat sabo-
teurs and enemies of peace.
He said that terror outfits are

attempting to create a sense of
fear and terror among the gen-
eral public and stressed upon
the officers to remain extra
vigilant and alert so that their
evil attempts are foiled.

Singh stressed upon the offi-
cers to ensure high alertness
and preparedness to thwart
the mischievous attempts of
anti  national  elements.
Stressing for strengthening
the security grid, the DGP
said "our efforts should be res-
olute and specific giving no
room to any complacency’”.

Proactive measures have to
be taken to ensure peace and

Govt working to promote commerecial floriculture in J&K,
making it more remunerative: LG

Inaugurates Flow

u STATE TIMES NEWS
SRINAGAR: Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha on
Friday inaugurated Flower
Show-2022, a platform for
growers, at Botanical Garden,
Cheshmashahi, Srinagar.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Lit Governor reiterated the
government's commitment to
promote commercial floricul-
ture in Jammu and Kashmir,
making it more remunerative,
besides expanding its scope
and increasing employability
in the sector. J&K's unique
geo-climatic setting and its
unmatched natural beauty
have made the UT one of the
prime tourist destinations
across the globe, observed the
Lt Governor.

We are strengthening the
network of gardens & parks,
introducing new technologies,
extending handholding to the
Growers to eliminate socio-
economic imbalance, and cre-
ating market linkages for flori-
culture products at Domestic
& International circuits, added
the Lit Governor:

The Lt Governor enlisted
various policy measures initi-
ated by the government to
bring fundamental changes in
culture, tourism, and floricul-

DC calls for retrieval of all en

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: Deputy
Commissioner Jammu, Avny
Lavasa on Friday reviewed
the functioning of Revenue
Department including online
services and other related
matters here at a meeting
held in DC Office Complex.

Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Satish
Sharma; ACR, Vijay Kumar,
SDMs, Tehsildars along with
other officers from Revenue
department attended the
meeting.

The Deputy Commissioner
took a detailed review of
writing of Jamabandis and
their digitization, writing of
Khasra Girdawari Registers,
Attestation of Mutations,
Demarcation of state land,
eviction of encroachment
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Lt Governor Manoj Sinha inaugurating Flower Sow—202

at Botanical Garden, Cheshmashahi, Srinagar.

ture sectors. The Lit Governor
congratulated the
Floriculture, Garden, Parks
Department and all the grow-
ers for setting a new record
during the Tulip Festival this
year. Today, tourists, in record
numbers, are coming from all
over the world to witness the
pristine beauty of J&K and
understand its rich culture &
historical heritage, he added.
The Lt Governor urged all
stakeholders associated with
agriculture, horticulture, and
floriculture, especially the
youth, to reap the benefits of
government-run schemes. He
further asked the Floriculture
Department to run awareness
programs and organize Buyer-
Seller meets to ensure maxi-
mum profits for the farmers.
Highlighting the interventions

made to restore the pride of
Jammu and Kashmir, and
bring the cultural heritage and
history of the UT on the world
map, the Lt Governor said
that the government is giving
dedicated focus to tap the
tourism potential of J&K,
especially in the areas that
remained  neglected  for
decades. Dr Arun Kumar
Mehta, Chief Secretary, during
his address lauded the efforts
of the Floriculture department
in generating income for flori-
culturists.

Sheikh  Fayaz  Ahmad,
Commissioner/Secretary,
Department of Floriculture,
Parks and Gardens in his wel-
come address spoke on the
development of various parks
and gardens in Jammu and
Kashmir. He informed that

croached Government land

DC Jammu, Avny Lavasa chairing a meeting.

from state land, status of
disposal of court cases, scan-
ning of revenue documents
ete.

She asked for speedy writ-
ing of Jamabandis, digitiza-
tion, attestation of muta-
tions and writing  of
Girdawaris and set timelines
for each tehsil.

The Deputy Commissioner
also asked the officers to
launch anti-encroachment
drives to vacate State,
Kahcharai and common
land in their respective
areas. She also directed the
Tehsildars for speedy dis-
posal of revenue related
court cases.

nical Garden

around 3.60 lakh tourists visit-
ed Tulip Garden during the
Tulip  festival.  Showkat
Ahmad, a registered floricul-
turist from Baramulla shared
his success story and expressed
gratitude to the Lt Governor
for constituting a committee
on floriculture for the promo-
tion and development of the
Floriculture sector in J&K.
Later, the Lt Governor
inspected the stalls displayed
by various flower growers and
also interacted with them.
Junaid Azim Mattu, Mayor
SMC; Rajeev Rai Bhatnagar,
Advisor to the Lit Governor;
senior officers of Civil and
Police Administration, besides
tourists and locals in large
number were present during
the flower show organized by

the Department of
Floriculture, Gardens &
Parks.

order; DGP added.

He emphasized upon the
officers to increase Naka
checking and night domina-
tion.

He also stressed on strength-
ening of Naka check points
and plugging the gaps with
strict security measures so
that no room is available to the
enemies of peace. He stressed
for night patrolling of sensitive
areas to keep the terrorists and
their associates under check.

The DIG North Kashmir
and SSP Baramulla briefed
the DGP regarding the vari-
ous measures taken for public
safety. The officers also
apprised the DGP about the
anti-terror operations.
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CPFC, EPFO holds interactive session on social

security benefits unde

m STATE TIMES NEWS
GULMARG: Central
Provident Fund
Commissioner (CPFC) and
Chief — Executive  Officer
Employees' Provident Fund
Organisation (EPFO),
Neelam Shami Rao on the sec-
ond day of her three-day visit
to Jammu and Kashmir on
Friday held an interactive ses-
sion with employers of differ-
ent organisations here.
Hemant Jain (ICAS),
FA&CAO; K. L. Taneja,
ACC(HQ) and Rizwan Uddin,
RPFC - I and other officers
from EPFO were also present
on the occasion.
Representatives from Saifco
Cements Pvt. Ltd., Sutlej
Textile Mills, NHPC, Khyber
Group and other organisa-
tions participated in the ses-
sion. The session mainly
focused on ongoing transition
of JKEPFO to EPFO, social
security benefit available
under the EPF & MP Act,
1952 and the schemes framed
thereunder, major initiatives
by EPFO and challenges
faced by different stakehold-
ers. During the session,
Neelam Shami Rao, CPFC
addressed the gathering
about the difficulties of vari-
ous nature ranging from
technical, to legal and
bureaucratic nature encoun-
tered during the transition
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employees.

process of JKEPFO to
EPFO and efforts being
taken by EPFO to resolve
such challenges. She assured
the participants that issues
pertaining to technical side
are being resolved with
promptness.

The CPFC requested the
employers to voluntarily come
forward in team spirit and in
partnership mode for effec-
tive implementation of the
EPF & MP Act in the UT of
Jammu &Kashmir. She also
cited beneficial features of
EPF Act like Higher rate of
interest, large insurance ben-
efits, pensionary benefits ete.

During  the session,
Hemant Jain, FA & CAO
cited the benefits of the
ABRY scheme which the
establishments have availed.
He also stressed that these
benefits may not be reaching
to the intended beneficiaries

especially contractual work-
ers and advised establish-
ments to make use of
Principal Employer
Dashboard facility available
on the EPF website to check
compliance position of the
contractors.

The FA&CAO also stressed
on completing the KYC of the
members so that they can
avail the social security bene-
fits without any hindrance.
He, further, stated that the
Rate of Interest declared by
EPFO is way above than
those declared by other simi-
lar schemes & bank instru-
ments. He exhorted represen-
tatives present in the meeting
to bring more employees
under the coverage of the Act.

On the ocecasion, K. L.
Taneja, ACC (HQ) (DL, UT
& J&K and Ladakh) high-
lighted that all those eligible
employees who were deprived

P MP Act, 1952

off the pension are now cov-
ered under the Employees'
Pension Scheme after the
implementation of the EPF &
MP Act, 1952 in the UT of
J&K and Ladakh from 1st
November 2019. He added
that in case of any causality,
the pension will be paid to the
widow/widower, children of
the deceased member while as
in case of disability, the
employee will be given pen-
sion throughout his life. It
was also emphasized that an
employee who is continued to
be in service tenure for 10
years up to the age of super-
annuation (58 years) under
EPFO will be eligible for pen-
sion benefits under EPS
1995.

Rizwan Uddin, RPFC-I,
RO J&K and Ladakh, while
speaking during the session,
cited the importance and ben-
efits of the Employees
Deposit Linked Insurance
scheme, 1976 and the
Employees' Pension Scheme,
1995 which the subseribers of
J&K and Ladakh were previ-
ously deprived off or benefits
were considerably lesser than
that of EPF Act.

The interactive session was
followed by Q&A session in
the CPFC and other officers
of EPFO addressed several
issues and concerns of
employers.

Students of GGM Science College hold protest against illegallxlinstalled loudspeaers, detained

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU: A group of stu-
dents of GGM Science
College held a protest in
Jammu on Friday against
loudspeakers installed near
their college and demanded
removal of the same as per
resolution  passed by
Jammu Municipal
Corporation (JMC), after
which Police rushed to the
spot and detained some of
the protesting students.
Condemning action of
Police against students

IkkJutt Jammu de

mands impleme

Police detaining protesting students at Jammu.
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protesting for a genuine

cause as same disturb their

ntation of J

C's resolution

studies, President IkkJutt
Jammu Adv Ankur
Sharma flayed UT admin-
istration and J&K Police
for its failure to implement
Jammu Municipal
Corporation's  resolution
regarding ban on illegally
installed loudspeakers
within limits of
Corporation besides initi-
ating  action against
protesting students of
GGM Science college, who
were demanding action
against illegally installed

loudspeakers as same dis-
turb their studies.

Expressing his views on
Twitter, Sharma said, "SO-
30 of 2021 puts a 'Blanket
Ban' on use of Loud
Speakers sans  Sound
Limiters. Instead of taking
Legal Action against the
Masjid Management for
installing Illegal
Loudspeakers blaring high
decibel sound in Science
College, @JmuKmrPolice
arrested protesting stu-
dents."

JMC, JKPCC discuss modalities for implementation of MSW rules

m STATE TIMES NEWS
JAMMU:

JK Pollution Control Committee, Jamnm
and Jammu Municipal Corporation have decided to
devise an effective mechanism for implementation of
Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) Rules, 2016 and to curb
the menace of Polythenxe Carry Bags below 75 microns
in the municipal limits of Jammu City. Mayor, Chander
Mohan Gupta intimated that JMC has ensured door to
door collection of household waste in specially designed
vehicles and dispatch the same to the facility for its bet-
ter management. He stressed upon the need to create
awareness among the citizens for segregation of the
waste, as 70 to 80 percent household waste is dry waste
and can be easily converted into manure. But when it

mixes with wet waste due to ignorance or unhealthy
approach of peoples, it become difficult to get it segre-
gated and whole waste have to sent landfill site for bur-
ial. Chairperson, JKPCC Dr. Neelu Gera, said that in
view of NGT directions, it was imperative for every
Government agency to play its part effectively for the
implementation of Municipal Solid Waste Management
Rules, 2016. She also appealed Mayor JMC to take
effective steps to curb the menace of Polythene Carry
Bags below 75 microns. Due to its fewer prizes, it is
being used by small shopkeepers, vendors, Rehariwalas
ete and is used for throwing the household waste in
water bodies around the cities, which is the cause of pol-
lution in these water bodies. She said that, while issuing

license, shopkeepers, vendors, rehariwalas be asked to
put a sticker on their place that polythene carry bags
below 75 microns are not used here and defaulters be
booked for token punishment, so that a precedence be
set up for others. Others present were K. Ramesh
Kumar; Member Secretary, JKPCC, Sat Paul, Regional
Director, PCC, Jammu, J N Sharma, Environmental
Engineer; JK PCC, Raj Kumar, Chairman, Health &
Sanitation Committee, Ajay Gupta, Chairman, Social
Justice Committee, Sandhya Gupa, Coucillor W.No. 15,
Gopal Gupta, Coucillor W.No. 5, Dinesh Gupta,
Coucillor W.No. 18, Sucha Singh, Coucillor W.No. 31,
Sunita Gupta, Coucillor W.No. 37, Bhanu Mahajan,
Cougcillor Gandhi Nagar; and Anil Sharma.

‘Super Senior’ pensioners cannot afford to run for following up their cases
Courts uphold start of additional pension/ family pension from 80th Birthday & not from 81st

m DAYA SAGAR

overnment of India
G./Central Government
and some State gov-

ernments have ordered pro-
visions for payment of addi-
tional pension/ family pen-
sion to those further pro-
gressing in age after retire-
ment ( we can call them
"Super senior"
Citizens).Some pensioners
have been expressing that
they were /are not paid
additional pension in con-
sonance with the intentions
/ spirit laid in the con-
cerned rules/ orders. Some
have even gone to courts
and in 2019 even supreme
court has upheld the order
of a high court approving
the understanding of the
rules as had been contented
by a retired pensioner. But
now were in 2022 and still
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some pensioners beyond 80
yvears age have told that
they are being paid correct-
ly additional age related
pension inspite there being
proper interpretation of the
concerned rules/ orders.
Even courts have while
making judgement said
that the gesture expressed
by the governments has
been in terms of the fair
needs of the aging and the
dealing government depart-
ments and officers should
also appreciate that the
Super senior Citizens may
not find it easy / workable
to make representations,
make running around for
follow ups and enter into
litigations.

Before the subject is
taken further let us have
look at the subject of age
related additional pension,

the government orders and
the structures  of the
orders which are going to
be referred here , no doubt
there may be some differ-
ence in orders made by
some governments in that
regard and the orders of
the Apex court/ HC
referred here may not apply

the Mist

A Look through

Part- I

4224/2016 ) was filed in
Gauhati High Court ( High
Court of Assam, Nagaland,
Mizoram and Arunachal

retired Judge ( elevated as
a judge of the MP High
Court in May,1984 and
had retired as Acting Chief
Justice on 29-07-1998)
contending that he was
eligible for an additional
20% pension from the age
of 80 years as per existing
rules relating to pension

in their case. See Table-A Pradesh ) , wherein the for retired judges ( The
A petition ( WP(C) petitioner himself was High Court Judges
J&K Civil TABLE-A  Age of Pensioner or family Pensioner

Service Regulations, 1956,

Additional quantum of pension or family pension

SRO-138 of 25-04-2016 Rule "240-A

From 80 years to less

(viii) Elderly pensioners additional than 85 years

pension

From 85 years to
less than 90 years

From 90 years to
less than 95 years

From 95 years to
less than 100 years

100 years or more

20% of basic pension

30% of basic pension

40% of basic pension

50% of basic pension

100% of basic pension

Central Civil Services (Pension)
Rules, 2021. Rule 44(6) Amount of

From 80 years to less
than 85 years

From 85 years to
less than 90 years

From 90 years to
less than 95 years

From 95 years to
less than 100 years

100 years or more

Pension

20% of basic pen-  |30% of basic pen-  |40% of basic pen-  |50% of basic pen- | 100% of basic pen-
sion/ compassionate  |sion/ compassionate |sion/ compassionate | sion/ compassionate | sion/ compassionate
allowance allowance allowance allowance allowance
THE HIGH COURT JUDGES From eighty years to |From eighty-five From ninety years to | From ninety-five From hundred years
(SALARIES AND less than eighty five |years to less than  |less than ninety five |years to less than  |or more
years ninety years years hundred years

CONDITIONS OF SERVICE) ACT,
1954 Section -17B ( Additional quan-
tum of pension or family pension )

Twenty per cent. of
basic pension or
family pension

Thirty per cent. of
basic pension or
family pension

Forty per cent. of
basic pension or
family pension

Fifty per cent. of
basic pension or
family pension

Hundred per cent. of
basic pension or
family
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(Salaries and Conditions of
Service) ACT, 1954 Section
17-B Additional quantum
of pension or family pen-
sion) and there need for
"re-interpreting" the exist-
ing rule as regards the
time (  when) where
/when/what instance in
time to 'read/count ' that
age of 80 years.
Respondents (  govern-
ments). argued that the
counting will start on the
day one attains the age of
80 years, i.e 81st birthday
including the date born.
The petitioner contended
that he enters 80 years of
age on 80th birthday mean-
ing after crossing 79 years.

Before that a similar case
was decided by a Single
Bench of the Karnataka
High Court, Dharwad
Bench in the case of

Siddangouda
Shivabasanagouda
Ayyangoudra -Vs- Principal
Accountant General (A &
E) on 03- 09-2014 in
which a petitioner (retired
from govt service) after
completing  79th year on
13-04-2013 (and not w.e.f
14-04-2014 first day of
81st year ) claimed his
reaching the "super age"
and entitlement to 20%
additional quantum of pen-
sion on the strength of a
Karnataka  Government
Order dated 13-10-2010
(that mentions 20% addi-
tional pension from 80 to
85 years )but respondents
there too rejected claim of
petitioner declaring that
petitioner is entitled only
after completing his 80th
year but Karnataka High
Court had quashed the

impugned decision and
directed the respondents to
pay 20% additional pension
from the 1st day of 80th
yearwith 6% interest per
annum too. Gauhati High
Court did find the decision
of Karnataka High Court
to be of a logical outcome
in line with reasoning that
adopted by Gauhati High
Court and held on 15-03-
2018 that the benefit of
additional quantum of pen-
sion as per Section 17B of
the said Act in the first slab
would be available to a
retired judge ( the peti-
tioner ) from the first day
of his 80th year and so on
for other slabs.
To be continued...
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